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TO       HIS       GRAC^ 

H  U  G  H, 

P    U    K    £         O    F 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 


MY      LORD, 

TT  T  is  preiumed  that  the  Hiftory  of  a 
■*•  Nation,  over  which  your  Grace  hath 
prefided  with  a  dignity  peculiar  to  your- 
ielf,  and  that  equally  to  ihe  fatisi&£tion  of 
the  people  and  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
lays  claim  with  propriety  to  your  Grace^s 
patxxmag^.   • 
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It  reflefts,  indeed,  the  hig^eft  honour  oq  . 
the  illuftrious  ch?ra£ler  of  yo^r  Gr^ce,  that 
the  Viceroyalty  of  our  fitter  Ifle  has  neve? 
J)cen    lupported   with    fb    much   fplendour 
and  magnificence,  and  the  adminiftration  of 
public  df&irs  conduced  with  fuch  prudence 
$nd  unanimity,   as   when   your   Grace  wa^ 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,     The  grateful 
rctrofped,  which  the  Natives  of  that  Ifland 
ftill  caft  on   this  period   of  their   Hiftory, 
thejr  ardent  wifhes  for  a  retprn  of  fb  h^py* 
an  aera,    in  which  the  interefts  of  the  fub- 
jeft  were  no  lefs  confulted  than  the  glory 
of   the    fovereign,    fufficiently  fpeak   your 
Grace's  eulogium.      Being  precluded  thus : 
the  praifcs  of  a  private   nen  by  the  heart> 
felt  encomiums  of.  a  whole  nation,   I  beg 
leave,  to  fupprefs  inferior   pajiegyric,    an4 
fubfcribe  myfelf. 

Your  Grace's  moft  devoted, 

and  rnqft  obedient  humble  fcrvant^ 
•  THE    AUTHOR, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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'TT^IiE'R^  is  Hot  a  p^rib^  J)erlia|)s,  iii 
hiftory,  at  which  the-  pdlitical  con». 
6u<a  of  trelirid  wisr  more  iiitei'i^fting  thkn  at 
the  prdent  aeri.  TTid  t)uftIe*of  wafi  tui 
inult,  ixA  rebell»!>ii,irldeed,  carry  \^ItHdieni 
the  appb'arahce  bf  inohient';  but  the  event 
hath  generally  betrayed  thdr  imfjortahce  to 
fee  nothing  more  than  the  futile  triumph 
of  one  fet  of  tyrants  over  another,  a  mittet 
equally  indiflferent  to  the'  people  at  large, 
as  foreign  to  the  purpdfe  xai  national  free- 
dom. It  has  been  otherwife  with  the  left 
Bmguinary  and  more  faliitary  contefts  in  the 
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feoate.  It  is  from  tbefe  that  nations  ^. 
quire,  by  degrees,  a  true  fenfe  of  liberty  and 
the  permanent  means  of  civil  government- 
It  i^  owing  to  thele  thtt  Brit^  boafb,*  at 
this  day,  of  having  deduced  from  the  jar- 
ring forms  of  military  government  and 
feudal  fyftems,  the^ofl:  porfed  conAitvitioa 
j^at  human  wi^om  ever  devifed«  Ffom 
l^e  ^pocha  of  oftennial  parliaments  may  bQ 
(dated  a  revoluthxa  in  the  fenatorial  debates  of 
'  Ireland,  which  bids  fdk  for  laying  a  liberal 
and  lafting  foupdation  for  like  eflential  im-^ 
|M:ovements  in  that  kingdom^  It  were  in 
vain,  •  however,  -to  attempt  the  forming 
an  adequate  ideai  of  the  political  and  cpm- 
joercial  interefta  of  a  people,  without  being 
previoully  verfed  iu  their  national  hiftory^ 
It  is  this  confideration  which  firft  fi^gefted^ 
and  it  is  hoped  will  give  weight  to,  the  publi** 
cation  of  fuch  a  hiiloiy^at  the  prelent  crifis ; 

and 
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ftnd  this  the  more  efpeciaUy»  as  the  writer 
has  avoided  ninning  into  the  general  error 
of  Hiftorians,  in  dwelling  too  long  on  the 
ancient,  if  not  fabulous,  hiftory  of  that 
Ifland.  It  is  true  that  the  plan  of  ancient 
flory,  which  the  Irifli  bards  and  tiieir  old 
hiftorians  laid  down  for  their  own  country^ 
Is  in  many  infbnces  ingenious  and  pku- 
fible :  the  regular  fucceffion  of  great  and 
furprizing  events,  which  they  deduce  dmoft 
fix)m  the  flood,  has  hcen  adopted  even  by 
Qien  of  great  parts  and  learning.  But,  as 
thofe  earlier  accounts,  to  fay  the  beft  of 
them,  are  better  calculated  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  antiquarian,  than  the  hif-- 
torical  information  of  readers  in  general^ 
the  prefent  hiflorian  has  dwelt  more  minute-- 
ly  on  the  modern  and  interefting  parts  of 
his  fubjeft.  Not  that  he  has  negleftcd  any 
period  of  irifh  hifloxy,  in  which  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  tranfiftion?   may  in  the  finalleft  degfec 

xantributc  to  difplay  the  national  chara£):el: 

Df  the    people;    or    elucidate  any  part  x)f 

*heir  political  fyftcm  of  govftrnmdnt.      The 

original  materials,  with  which  hei  has  beclii 

fvimtpv^^.fqr  liic  toitipUatidn  pf  thiswork^ 

beiog.  fpr  the.mc^  part  of  a  modern  date,  it 

is  prefiimed  they  will  be  found  both  pleafinj 

jand  ]nfl:ru(Stive;  snd.tend  to  render  it  amor^ 
Coniplete.  Hiftory  of  .Ireland,    (as  well   as 

more  eafily  p\|rchafed)  than  any  which  has 

yet  appeared  in  our^language. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


THE  fbllowirig  Hirtory  of  Irelatid  which 
is  compiled  from  the  moft  authentic  acf- 
counts  of  that  country,  was  undertaken  with  i 
defign  to  fliew  at  one  view,  and  within-  ^  frrlaliefr 
compafs  than  ever  yet  has  been*  attempted,  '  iht 
ancient  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  Irifh  Nation,  their 
firil  cftablifhmcnt,  their  laws  and  policy,  their 
wars,  the  fucceffion  of  their  kings,  and  all  the 
various  revohitions  which  have  happened  in  their 
government  both  befoteand  after  the  fettlcmeni: 
of  the  Englffli  amongft  them. 

To  the  rightly  underftanding  fuch  a  Work  it  Is 
obvious  that  fome  kindof  Introdu£tory  Difcourfeis 
ticccffary,  fuch  as  may  give  the  reader  an  idea 
of  the  paths-  through  which  ancient  hiftory  wiH 
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lead  him,  fo  that  he  may  not  be  furprizcd  at 
any  extraordinary  ocoirenccs  on  the  road«  nor 
difcouraged  from  proceeding  by  unexpcded  ob- 
ftacles  5  and  this  precaution  is  the  more  neceflary, 
as  the  firft  advances  he  muft  make  will  be,  as  it 
were,  upon  fairy  ground.  He  will  meet  with 
Druids  and  Bards,  bringing  giants  and  enchant- 
ers in  their  train :  He  will  hear  of  writers  before 
the  ufe  of  letters  was  adopted,  and  of  "wyagers 
before  the  art  of  navigation  was  found  out. — ^But 
all  thefe  things  muft  not  aflfright  him. — ^Every 
nation  has  its  antiquities,  thofe  antiquities  are 
mixed  with  fables  ;— to  feparate  one  from  the  other 
16  the  bufinefs  of  the  Hiftorian.— The  toiloffuch^ 
tajk  ishis-r-the  fruit,  when  accomplilhed,  is  that 
of  his  readers,  whofe  pleafure  muft  he  purchafed 
with  his  pains,  whofe  curiofity  muft  be  fatisfiod 
by  his  enquiries. 

Nor  nmft  his  labooirs  end  here :  wtien  im  thefe 
fairy  fcenes  are  melted  away  and  vaniihed,  and 
^Qce  enlightened  ages  open  on  the  view,  ev^  tieu 
muft  the  hiftorian  Qxad  cautioufly  the  flippery 
foil,  left  he  fhould  be  betrayed  by  party,  or  led 
afide  by  the  falfe  glols  of  interefted  writers. 
Amidft  all  thefe  perplexities,  his  only  tefouroe  is 
in  a  mind  diyefted  of  prgudice  and  a  hear; 
liBcerely  devoted  to  truth,  whofe  di&ates  alone 
he  is  refblred  to  follow^  and  whofe  power  ho  wU) 

always 
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always  inv^ably  and  uniformly  acknowledge,  on 
which  fide  foever  it  may  be  his  fortune  to  find  her. 


THAT  country  which  I  am  about  to 
treat  of,  bong  a  land  leparated  from  all  others, 
and  the  mofi:  wefterly  ifland  in  this  part  of 
Europe,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  its  hiftory  during 
the  firft  ages,  Ihoyld  be  dark  and  perplexing: 
Thofe  of  the  ancients  who  knew  any  thing  of  it, 
muft  have  had  their  knowledge  chiefly  confined  to 
Its  ihores,  coafts  and  harbours,  and  therefore,  as 
they  made  ho  conqueft  of  the  people,  their  ac* 
counts  are  Bttle  to  be  depended  upon: — ^Hence 
when  we  are  told,  that  the  Irifh  were  a  fort  of 
cannibals  eating  'human  fiefh,  even  that  of  their 
parents,  and  friends,  and  knowing  no  diftin&ions 
of  moral  reflitude,  there  is  little  Qcoafion  to  give 
credit. to  fuch  aifertions,  unlefs  fupportcd  by  clear 
evidence^  for  the  reafon  above  afligned,  namely 
that  thofe  who  tell  fuch  ftories  were  in  faft  not 
acquainted  with  the  real  manners  of  that  warlike 
people. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  warmly  obje&ed  that  as, 
from  a  kind  of  national  prejudice,  the  Irifli  attempt 
tracing  the  antiquities  of  their  own  country  too  far^ 
fpA  befidcs,  goierally  infift  that  learning  flouriflied 
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in  their  nation  (according  to  the  hdt  accotmts) 
before  letters  were  taught  there,  fo  likewife  do 
they*  boaft  of  fuch  virtues  and  good  government^ 
exifting  among  them  at  that  early  period,  which 
even  their  own  records,  afiowing  every  line  of* 
them  to  be  true,  do  almoft  in  every  line  cpn* 
tradi(^4 

^itk  regard  to  the  ufc  of  letters,  there  has  indeed 
been  a  grand  difpute  among  authors,  at  what  time 
they  wefc  introduced  in  Ireland.  Sohieiiave  Boldly 
aflerted,  that  they  were  not  Jcnown  there  at  all  till 
the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick,  while  others  more  zealous 
for  the  honour  of  their  country,  aflert  that  they  were 
brought  over  by  the  Milcfian  colony,  whofe  very 
emigration  £tom  Spain  has  been  warmly  cohtra- 
difted  by  fomc  modern  writers*  Without  ehter^ 
ing  into  this  controversy,  which  it  would  take  up 
more  room  that  can  be  fpared  to  difplay  and 
fettle  here,  I  Ihall  only  obferve  that  though!  fee 
ho  improbability  in  the  natives  of^  Ireland  haying 
kn  alphabet  of  their  own,  wuhpiit  borrowing  from 
ihe  Romans,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  thinly  th^^t  fhey 
trace  the  inftitution  of  it,  as  they  trace  their  pedi- 
grees, higher  than  truth  can  warrant.  Havin|[ 
faid  thus  much,  I  fhall  fubjoin  their  alphabet  as 
Cf3iliei«ii.  atrartged  by  one  of  their  oWri  countrymen,  tod 
leave  the  curious  reader  to  his  own  comments  oh 
the  fubjcft. 

.        -  the 
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The  Beth-Luis-Nion,  or  Irifti .  Alphabet  cbo- 
^ning  Ei^tcci)  I^ettcrs*,  is  as  follows : 

1  B  ^  6eth« 

2  L  I  Luis. 
^  F  p  Fcarn, 

4  S  f  Sail, 

5  N  n  Nion, 

6  H  b  Huathv 

7  D  6  Duir. 

8  Tz  Tinne. 

9  C  c  Coll. 

10  M  »9  Muin, 

11  G  5  Gort. 

12  P  p  Pethboc, 

13  Rr3  Ruis, 

14  /l  tt  Ailm, 

15  O  o  Onn. 

|6Uu  Ur.    .    .  .      • 

17  E  e  Egdh^dh. 

18  1 1  Idlio. 


^  Geoghegan  remarks  that  the  imnes  of  all  ^lefe  Lettecs 
fomfpond  to  thofe  of  Trees ;  fuch  as  the  Seeck,  the  F/r, 
&c.  a  circumftance  naturally  ariiing  from  thofe  dwelling  in 
woods  who  inftituted  them.  The  fame  audior  obferves  that 
N  now  the  the  £fth  was  formerly  the  third  letter,  whence 
this  arrangement  was  called  Beth-Luis-Nioa,  as  our  'A  B  Ct 
and  is  ftrenaous  in  aHerting  this  to  have  been  the  old  ^ileflf^ 
i^phabet.— — Befides  this  Betb-Luis-NUn^  the  ancient  Irifh 
l^ad  alio  an  Oghum,  or  a  let  of  Hyeroglyphics  which  they  ofed 
to  employ  in  myfleriotts  matters  or  upon  fecret  occafions. 

On 
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On  the  whole,  it  fhould  iecm  that  the  Irifli  in 
early  ages,  were  like  all  others  in  their  infant 
ftate,  rude,  wild,  and  uncultivated,  and  that  their 
firft  grand  objeft  was  military  glory  or  the  delife 
of  gaining  fame  in  arms.*— — -Having,  however^ 
many  men  of  genius  among  them,  it  is  probable 
learning   flourifhed  early  ki    their  ifle,   and  the 
arts  of  polifhed  life  began  to  fliew  themfelves  in 
their  cities  and  aflemblies ;  but  it  is  as  certain  that 
this   learning  and  thefe  arts  were  hindered  from 
extending  themfelves  by  that  military  turn  I  have 
juft  now  mentioned,  which, ,  notwithftanding  the 
blood  and  treafure  it  has  coft  them,    ftill  diftin- 
guiihes  that  high-Q>irited  nation.     And  this  con« 
clufion  I  think  may  in  a  great  meafure,  account 
for  the  contradictory  relations  we  have  of  the  Irilh 
in  reipeft  to  thefe  particulars. 

With  regard  to  their  famous  Milefian  expedi* 
tion  itfelf,  froni  which  period  the  moft  moderate 
of  their  writers  date  the  xrz  of  their  hiftory,  as 
I  hinted  above,  it  has  been  contefted  by  fome  very 
ingenious  writers,  and  it  miift  be  owned  that  they 
have  as  much  reafon  on  their  fide,  as  conjeAures 
founded  on  the  fmiilarity  of  words  derived  from 
each  other,  the  fioiation  of  neighbouring  coun* 
tries,  and  other  fuch  hypothetical  inferences  can 
furniih  i  but  above  all  the  monftrous  fables  the 

Iriflj 
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Irifli  havt  intermixed  in  their  records,  Jiave  '^vwi 
€olour  to  their  arguments.  However,  I  have 
chofen  to  follow  the  plain  traA  of  hiftory,  fifting 
it  as  ckar  as  I  could  from  the  chaflF  of  fic- 
tion, and  attiending  to  the  teftimonies  of  approv- 
ed authors  wherever  fuch  were  to  be  found.  But 
for  the  readers  fatisfaAion,  I  will  here  fet  down 
the  hypothe&s  of  one  of  thefe  gendemen,  vdth 
my  reaibns  for  not  adopting  them,  whkh  to  the 
candid  and  unprejudiced  will  I  hope,  appear  fatis* 
faftory. « 

The  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  after 
deriving  the  Firl  Bolgs  of  Ireland,  from  the  Beige 
formerly  fettled  in  Britain,  (a  circumftance  which 
is  more  than  probable)  proceeds  to  aflert,  not  only 
that  Ireland  was  firft  peopled  from  Britain,  but, 
having  placed  the  date  of  this  arrival  of  the  emi- 
grants, much  later  than  the  writers  of  Iriih  hiP- 
tory,  infifts  likewiie  that  none  but  Britifh  [colonies, 
ever  made  a  fetdement  in  that  country,  an  affer- 
tion  which  if  fully  proved,  ^luft  entirely  over- 
throw the  whole  account  of  the  Milefian  Expedi* 
tion. 

To  the  Bdgas  he  fays,  the  Brigantes,  the 
Cangii,  the  Silures,  the  Dimetae  and  other  JSritifh 
emigrants  fucceeded  in  their,  turn,  in  proportion 
«s  conquefls  at  home  urged  them  to  feek  for  ha- 
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bitations  abroad. — ^According  to  this  author^  thcic 
frequent  em^ations  producing  at  laft  different  in- 
t^refts  in  trieifland^  the  colonifts  ranging  themfelves 
under  the  two  diftinAions  of  Bejgac  and  Britons, 
between  whom  a  bloody  war  having  commenced 
the  latter  applied  for  aid,  to  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants of  Cafcdonia,  *•  the  land  of  their  fathers^ 
for  alfiftance-,  and  thefe  fent  them  Conar  the 
fon  of  Trenmor,  with  a  body  of  chofen  men,  who 
having  repulfed  the  Belgas,  they  elefted  this  war- 
•  rior  their  Pendragon  or  chief.  After  this,  the  war 
^was  continued  between  them  with  various  fuccefs, 
tiir  at  length  in  a  fucceeding  period,  the  Britons 
of  Ireland  had  recourfe  to  Fingal  king  of  Morven, 
(the  celebrated  hero  of  Offian)  who  was  defcended 
from  Trenmor,  and  was  Pendragon  of  tjie  Cale- 
donian tribes. — This  prince  twice  delivered  them 
from  deftru^lion,  and  in  the  end  entirely  fubdued 
the  Firl-Bolgs  or  Belgians,  and  rcfbored  peace  to 
the  Britifti  inhabitants  of  the  country,  which  had 
been  firft  peopled  firom -Britain,  according  to  this 
relation  only  about  forty-iive  yeaw  before  the 
Ghriftian  sera. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  Mr.  Whitaker's  Hypo- 

.  thefis,  which  it  muft  be  allowed  he  has  Supported 

with  the  moft  fpecious  prefumptive  arguments:-^ 

an  hypothefis  however,  which  if  admitted,  mud 

confound  and  overthrow  almoft  all  the  biftorite 
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bf  paft  times,  vague,  uncertain  and  ufclefs.  By 
Lis  plan,  the  whole  ftory  of  the  Milefiah  conqbeft 
is  turned  into  a  fable,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  the 
kings  or  chiefs  prefiding  in  Ireland  till  the  days 
bf  Fingdl,  of  whofe  expedition  hcllas  giren  us  an 
cxaa  account.  At  this  period  indited,  he  /cents 
to  fall  in  with  the  Irilh  Hiftory  in  the  time  of  Caif- 
bar ;  but  both  the  chronology  and  fafts  arc  fo  con- 
founded, that  I  am  doubtful  whether  art  Irilhmati 
would  know  this  ftrange  account  of  his  country. — If 
the  Cairbar  he  rtiehtions  be  the  fame  perfon  with 
hun  whom  the  reader  will  firtd  diftingulflied  bjr 
the  title  bfCarbry  the  Firft,  who  was  of  the  Bel- 
gian race ;  this  Carbry  was  the  leader  of  a  band  bf 
tcbels,  who  ihterrupted  the  fucceflion  of  the  Mf- 
lefian  moAarchs,  as  the  biftonarts  of  thofe  days  tell 
lis ; — but  according  to  the  beft  icCoUnts,  his  fon 
Moran  renOuhced  the  fovereignty,  and  the  royal 
line  wis  again  feftored  about  the  year  of  Chrifl:  95. 
If  \yf  Fef adartho  is  meant  Feredmach,  this  prince 
indeed  fOccceded  to  the  monarchy  i  but  we  do  not 
find  that  it  was  by  the  afliftallce  of  a  Fingal,  who 
reigned  in  Morven ;  on  the  contrary,  hiftoriarts 
tell  us  that  this  Fin  (who  is  thus  complimented) 
was  only  ia  general  of  the  Irifli  militia,  and  it  is 
alfo  added,  that  he  forfook  his,  fovercign,  Art  ot 
Arthur,  the  father  of  Cormac,  on  the  day  of  battle.  . 
Great  encomiums  indeed  are  given  of  him  and  his 
troops,  as  to  their  perfonal  bravery,  but  not  a 
word  of  his  being  king  of  Morveh  or  chief  of 
the  aflbciated  tribes  of  Caledon. 
Vol.  I.  A  If 
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If  it  (hould  be  faid,  that  all  this  is  only  ad- 
.vancing  one  affcrtion  in  order  tb  refute  another, 
.  I  alk  what  elfe  has  the  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Manchefter  left  for  us  to  do  ?  If  we  quote  the  hifto- 
rians  from  whence  thefe  fa6b  are  taken,  he  an- 
fwers,  he  will  not  rely  upon  their  authority ;  if  we 
follow  him  tjirough  the  intricate  rhaze  of  citations 
in  his  book,  we  fhall  be  able  only  to  form  con- 
jeftures  on  either  part,  and  both  fides  will  in  their 
turn  be  put  upon  proving  a  negative.  After 
,all  what  has  Mr.  Whitaker  himfelf  done  ? — He  has 
rejeded  the  whole  tries  of  ancient  kifli  Hiftory, 
which  is  founded  on  the  credit  of  bards  and  druids^  * 
who  abne  poffeffed  the  learning  of  thofc  times, 
jiotwithftanding  which  after  cidng  prefumptivc 
proofs  from  a  number  of  authors,  he  has  at  laft 
refted  liis  chief  evidence  upon  the  5oems  of 
Offian,  the  fon  of  this  fuppofed  Caledonian  chie£ 
^-In  the  name  of  common  fcnfe  and  reafon  y/by 
jnay  we  not  believe  one  poet  as  well  as  another, 
and  why  are  not  the  bards  of  Ireland  to  be  credited 
a^  well  as  Offian  ? 

But  the  authority  of  the  fon  of  Fingal  he  has 
already  declared  to  need  no  confirmation,  and  has 
fhtwn  that  he  deems  it  fufficicnt  to  overthrow  all 
the  ancient  hiftory  of  our  neighbours;  yet  lie  has 
not  ufed  it  to  confirm  the  favourite  opinions  of 
the  Scotch,  on  the  one  hand,  nor  has  he  entirely 
.refuted  them  on  the  other ;  but  from  his  medley 
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of  argun^encs,    (he  ingenious    author  has  drawQ 
this  conclufion,  which  we  find  at  length  in  a  fub-   . 
feqiient. publication  of  his,  "  The  IriQi  that  wereHiftoryof 
•*  the    progenitors    of    the    Britilh  Scots    werciflertei 
*•  themfel*es    the    defcendants    of    the    Caledo- 
nians. [The  Firl  Boigs  among  them  were  the  defcen- 
dants of  the  Belga  who  inhabit^  Brifain]  ".  and 
**  if  fhc  Highlanders  fubmitted  to  tjie  Scots,  or 
**  were  reduced  by  them,  they  fubmirted  merely 
*'  to  tlieir  own  countrymen,  and  the  Caledonians 
*'  were  reduced  by  Caledonians."     And  thus  he 
has  faved  the  honour  of  both  nations. 

i  dp  not  however  deny  that  in  the  Hiftory  of 
iManchefter,  are  to  be  found  fome  very  curious 
reiearches  into  _  antiquity,  and  likewife  many  ju- 
dicious remarks  upon  the  valuable  remains  of  for- 
mer ages.  I  will  go  yet  farther  : — in  the  matter 
-here  contended  for,  are  ufed  many  plaufible  ar- 
guments i  and  fome  of  thefe  would  not  doubtlcls 
want  their  weight,  if  the  whole  tenor  of  hiftory 
were  not  againft  them.  But  in  this  cafe,  what 
part  are  we  to  take  ?  What  are  conclufions  drawn 
from  conjeftures  or  comparifon,  when  oppofed  to 
cirfumftantial  relations  taken  from  the  records 
of  a  kingdom  ?  In  Ihort  what  are  arguments  when 
oppofed  \o  fads  I — We  have  our  probabilities  as 
well  as  this  author,  and  we  Jiave  hiftory  befides 
to  fupporc  us  5 — the  ballance  is  therefore  in  our  fa- 
vour, unlcfe  indeed  we  fubmit  to  own  it  impofli- 
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blc  for  the  lidand  to  have  becrt  inhabited  fonte 
centuries  before  the  nativity,  and  give  up  all 
other  authorities,  for  the  fake  of  relying  upon 
the  Caledonian  Oftnn, 

It  IS  clear  from  almoil  every  circum4ance  of 
this  affair  ;  that  Ireland  though  peopled  firft  from 
Britain,  did  afterwards  receive  another  colony 
whom  the  Irilh  have  ever  ackowledged,  and  have 
been  proved  in  fortic  meafure  to  refemble ;  thougfi 
time  and  the  mixture  of  divert  nations  afterwards 
fettled  there,-  have  in  fome  meafure  eflTaced  that 
refemblance.  The  writers  of  Irifh  Hiftory  affirm, 
'•*  That  thefe  were  a  colony  6(  Mileflans  from 
Spain-"  The  thing  not  being  impoffible^  and  their 
defcent  being  traced  from  thefe  with  great  exa6t- 

ncfs ;  liow  then  can  we  affirm  the  contrary  ? »• 

From  the  fituation  ? — No  -,  for  the  fite  of  Ireland 
in  regard  to  Spain,  includes  no  impoffibility  in 
tlie  affertion. — From  the  authority  of  Ofiian  ?— -• 
No.— ^For  his  authority  is  no  more  than  that  of 
another  bard,  and  he  was  relating  his  own  ex- 
ploits and  thofe  of  his  father,  tlie  authenticity 
of  which  has  been  juftly  called  in  queftion  for 
many  reafons,  not  the  leaft  of  which  is  both  thefe 
chiefs  being  mentioned  in  a  different  light  in  the 
Irifh  Hiflory,  from  that  in  which  they  are  held 

forth  in  the  Poem  of  Fingal. Laftly,  muft  we 

declare  this  relation  to  be  falfe ;  on  account  of  the 
many  fables  we  find  interfperfed  ia  it,  or  mereljr 
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becaufe  there  is  a  probability  that  thefe  affairs  may 
not  be  as  the  Irifh  relate  them. — The  firft  of 
thefe  reafons  muft  be  reje(5ted,  becaufe  it  leads  us 
to  doubt  almoft  of  all  hiftory,  and  a5  to  thefe-* 
cond,  I  need  but  have  recourfe  to  Mr.  Whitaker*s 
own  conclufions  to  (hew  the  impropriety  of  it ; 
fince  in  his  Genuine  Hiftory  of  the  ^ri|ons,  he  fb 
often  declaims  againft  fetting  up  probabilities  in 
oppofition  to  fafts  -,  and  even  declares  that  they 
cannot  have  weight  fufficient  to  afieft  the  flighteft 
evidence  of  hiftory. 

After ^*hat  has  been  faid  on  the  fubject,  I  fhall 
only  add,  that  none  of  the  rcafonings  of  this  gen- 
tleman either  in  his  Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  or  his 
other  publication  feem  to  me  conclufive,  or  by 
any  means  of  a  nature  to  ftiake  the  credit  of  the 
authorities  from  whence  this  hiftorical  account  of 
Ireland  is  compiled,  and  that  while  fuch  matters 
are  even  difputed^  it  is  better  to  take  the  plain 
road  of  hiftory,  (till  that  hiftory  is  difproved) 
than  to  take  the  bye-paths  of  conjefture,  which 
may  at  length  plunge  the  wanderer  into  9  labyr 
rinth  of  error. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  have  chofen  to  fqllow  the 
general  track  of  thofc  writers,  who  went  before  mc 
in  relating  the  Milefian  expedition,  with  which  if 
^y  fc^ptical  reader  fhoul4  be  offended,  he  has 
nothing  to  4q  but  to  pafs  over  that  relation,  tOr 
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gether  with  the  other  coritefted  records  of  the 
kings,  and  begin  with  the  fecohd  book  of  this 
JJiftory. 

If  we  believe  the  Iri/h  records,  the  Mikfians 
who  came  from  Spain,  brought  with  them  the 
worlhipof  the  truft  God,  which  (they  foy)  their 
anceftors  were  iiiftruiSted  in  by  Mofes  himfelf. — 
But  in  Icfs  than  a  century,  we  find  their  fucceflbrs 
mentioned  as  idolators — ^Whether  they  ever  pro- 
feffed  theifm  before  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  from 
this  time,  they  as  well  as  their  neighbours,  the 
Britons,  adored  falfe  tSods,  aAd  had  their  druids 
and  bards  with  all  the  Appurtenances  to  fuch  fu- 
p6rftitions. 

And  thcfe  bards  and  druids  were  not  only 
their  poets  and  prlefts,  but  alfo  their  philofophers 
and  hiftorians,  and  in  a  great  degree  their  .gover- 
nors and  legiflators.  They  were  fubfiftcd  at  the 
public  expence,  that  they  might  have  nothing  elfe 
to  do  but  to  attend  to  their  ftudies,  and  their  perfons 
were  held  in  the  greateft  veneration^  To  their 
hiftory  they  joined  poetry,  and  to  their  poetry 
mufic  ; — no  wonder  thrn  if  they  at  once  charm- 
ed the  ear  and  fatisficd  the  undcrftanding,  for 
whether  we  believe  according  to  the  Trilh  re- 
lation, that  thefe  men  had  the  ufe  of  letters,  or 
whether  we  only  admit  that  they  handed  down 
their  accounts  by  oral  tradition  -,  in  either  cafe,  if 
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tlic)r  had  the  gifts  abovementioned,  their  fongs 
being  put  into  meafure  and  fet  to  a  rude  melo- 
dy, muft  have  pleafed  while  they  were  recited, 
and  fixed  the  fadts  related  on  the  minds  of  their 
auditors. — There  are  many  remains  of  the  fupcr- 
ftitions  of  thefe  druids,  fuch  as  altars  of  unhewn 
ftone,  heaps  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftones  piled 
upon  each  other,  ;&c.  ftlll  to  be  feen  in  the  illand, 
moft  of  which  are  fo  different  from  any  monu^- 
mcnts  of  the  Danes,  or  other  later  conquerors^ 
that  they  are  eafily  to  be  diftinguiflxcd  from 
them. 

Among  the  royal  Milefian  families,  the  principal 
in  martial  Ikill,  and  other  abilities  was  generally 
eleft'ed  monarch  of  Ireland.  The  kings  of  the 
pentarchy  eftablifhed  in  the  ifland,  paid  him  ho- 
mage, and  he  had  the  place  of  honour  at  all  their 
affemblies  •,  but  the  provincial  kings  having  paid 
their  monarch  this  cuftomary  tribute  or  homage, 
generally  gave  themfelves  little  trouble  about  his 
power  or  command  in  any  other  inftances ; — never, 
thelefs  this  prince  was  treated  v^ith  much  cere- 
mony by  his  fubjefts,  and  in  procefs  of  time 
crcfted  to  hintfelf  a  feparate  kingdom,  out  of  the 
four  dlftrifts  under  the  government  of  the  provin- 
cial  princes. — And  in  this  fifth  province  were  four 
palaces  ereftcd,  whereof  we  have  given  fome  ac- 
count in  the  body  of  this  work  :  of  which  that  of 
Teamor  or  Tarah  was  the  grandeft;  But  I  can- 
not help  here  taking  notice,  as  other  modem  wri- 
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ters  have  done,  that  it  is  highly  probable  th« 
Irifti  have  exaggerated  in  the  relation  of  their 
grandeur,  fince  it  is  not  likeljr  that  in  the  in-r 
fancy  of  arts  in  their  land,  any  great  degree  of 
iplendour  and  magnificence  could  be  attained  ini 
their  public  edifices,  and  fmcc  we  find  that  the 
ancient  buildings  of  moft  note,  which  remain  were 
the  work  of  the  Danes,  and  not  of  the  native 
Irifh. 

The  Irifli  monarch's  revenue  confifted.  partly 
of  a  fettled  ftipend,  partly  of  prefcnts  made  him 
in  kind,  and  partly  of  taxes  levied  by  the  aflcmbly 
of  nobles  and  chief  men,  on  particular  occafions. 
Every  king  of  the  peqtarchy  }iad  fuch  ^  numbef 
of  chiefs  under  him  as  there  were  families. 
Thefe  had  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  amongft 
jtheir  own  particular  tribe,  and  for  thi^  purpofe 
each  of  them  kept  %  'Brehop  (that  is  a  lawyer) 
among  his  donieftips. — The  choice  of  chiefs  and 
deputies  was  made  by  the  order  of  the  people  and 
their  nobles,  while  thefe  chofe  a  king  from  amongft 
the  royal  family— And  to  prevent  any  ill  confc- 
quences  from  a  contefled  eledion,  the  afiembly 
held  at  Tarah,  chofe  a  roydamfia  or  regent  tp 
afiumc  the  government  immediately  upon  the 
death  of  the  prince,  which  inftitution  however, 
like  all  others,  being  abufed,  occafioped  frequent 
difturbanccs,  as  will  appear  in  the  cpyrfe  of  the 
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Several  fuch  laws  and  orders  were  enafted  in 
different  reigns,  in  order  to  amend  the  conftitu- 
tion,  all  of  which  being  related  in  their  place,  I 
(hall  not  here  enumerate  them,  but  Ihall  only  ob. 
fcrve  that  as  they  were  inftituted  by  fomc  of  the 
wifeft  of  their  kings,  fo  though  they  did  not  air- 
ways fulfil  every  end  they  were  defigned  for,  yet 
they  generally  anfwercd  good  purpofes. 

The  controverfies  of  the  ancient  Irifti  were  ge- 
nerally determined  by  the  Brehons,  I  have  juft 
now  mentioned.  The  Brehoh  who  was  to  decide 
any  particular  caufe,  ieating  himfelf  upon  a  heap 
of  ftones  in  the  open  air,  declared  judgement  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  cither  clerks  or  counfellors.-— 
And  if  by  this  mcthcd  the  fentence  given  wag 
j(bmetimes  arbitrary,  yet  one  advantage  at  leaft 
arofe  from  it,  which  was,  that  it  prevented  long 
fuits  of  law,  and  tedious  criminal  proceflcs.  We 
are  told  that  the  punifhments  inflifted  by  this 
judge  were  very  mild,  confifting  in  general  of 
fines,  whereof  he  Jiad  the  eleventh  part  for  his 
pains.  But  when  we  are  informed,  from  the  fame 
authorities,  that  robbery  and  plpnder  were  not 
punilhed  by  this  inftitution,  it  will  be  eafy  to  con- 
ceive that  thcfe  mild  punifhments  were  but  a  proof 
of  the  depravity  of  the  people's  manners,  when 
firfl  thefe  Brehons  were  appointed  ;  and  it  is  aifb 
pretty  clear  that  the  judge  had  few  capital  cafes 
fcfcrred  to  him,  in  an  age  a^d  country  whece*  al* 
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©oft  every  one  fet  himfelf  up  for  his  own  judge 
an4  avenger. — King  John  abolilhed  the  Brehon 
laws  in  Ireland,  which  feem  to  have  been  rendered 
ufelefs  in  many  circumilances  long  before  his  time, 
and  before  the  iettlemenc  of  the  Englilh  in 
that  country. 

There  prevailed  in  Ireland  two  laws  or  cuftoms  ' 
of  inheritance  inftituted  in  early  ages,  the  firft  was 
called  that  of  Taniftry,  which  among  the  great,  if 
the  heir  or  eldeft  fon  of  a  king  or  chief  were  not 
of  known  abilities,  fet  afide  his  claim  of  bheri^ 
tance  and  gave  it  the  younger  branch.  The  fecond> 
which  prevailed  among  the  body  of  the  people,  was 
the  law  of  Gavelkind,  or  a  partition  of  the  in- 
^heritance  among  the  whole  family,  that  was  to 
be  renewed  at  every  death,  and  which  doubtle^ 
occafioned  much  annarchy  and  confufion;  but 
thefe  two  cuftdms,  were  likewife  altered  in  the 
reign  of  king  John,  who  caufcd  laws  of  a  diflPerent 
Jcind  to  be  enafted  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  that 
claimed  fuccellion  of  inheritance  by  fcniority,  which 
were  doubtlefs  better  calculated  in  many  refpefts 
to  fupport  the  great  families  of  the  kingdom. 

But,  bi^fides  thde  above  dcfcribed,  the  Irilh  held 
two  other  cuftoms  in  the  higheft  repute,  namely 
Fofterage  and  Goffipred;^By  the  former  of  thefe^ 
children  were  put  away  from  their  parants  to  be 
-foftercd  by  others,  .and  the  lower  fort  of  .people, 
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even  bought  of  the  rich  the  privileigc  of  foftcring 
their  children,  which  begot  a  ftrOng  alliance  between 
^thc  child  fo  nurtured  and  his  fofter-father  and 
mother,  and  endeared  him  more  to  their  particular 
tribe,  as  we  are  informed,  than  even  to  his  own 
natural  parents  and  relations.  The  other  cuftom 
was  that  called  Goflipfed,  whereby  the  goffips,  as 
is  well  known  became  fb  dear  to  each  other,  that 
it  was  the  tfame  in  effeft  as  if  they  had  been  of  one 
fcpt  and  family,  which  often  occafioned  much 
confufion  by  the  ftrange  alliances  that  it  created. 

Coigne  and  livery  (as  it  is  termed  in  England) 
was  alfo  in  ufe  among  the  Irifh,  together  with 
many  other  cuftoms  of  the  lilce  nature,  which 
ferved  to  eftablifli  a  kind  of  feudal  tyranny.  -,  they 
had  flaves  alfo  "wh6m  they  bought  and  fold  at 
fixed'  prices,  as  well  as  villains  (i.  e.  thofc  Who 
held  by  villenage)  and  had  lands  granted  them  oh 
that  tenure,  which  belonged  to  the  eftate  of  the 
chief  or  lord  of  the  manor,  and  though  occupied 
by  them  were  ftill  accounted  as  a  part  of  his 
inheritance.  Thefe  ferved  only  for  hedging,  ditch- 
ing, ploughing  and  the  meaner  occupations  of 
the  country,  and  were  not  fufFered  to  aflume  the 
military  or  any  other  honourable  employment* 

The  miluary  indeed,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  in  a 
ftate  like  that  of  the  Irifh,  as  I  have  juft  now 
defcribed  them,  muft  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  be 
one    of  the  mod  honourable   of  cmployinents, 
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Their  youth  were  all  trained  up  to  arms,  and 
•knighted  even  in  infancy ;  and  when  thefe  young 
foldiers  grew  to  man's  eftate,  they  were  moft  cn- 
thufiaftically  enamoured  of  arms.  They  placed 
not  their  defence  in  fortified  towns;  what  was 
yet  more  to  the  purpofe,,  they  relied  not  on  their 
officers  nor  on  each  other,  (which,  as  a  late  writer 
obferves,  is  too  much  the  cafe  of  our  modern 
foldiers)  but  each  aAed  in  battle  as  if  the  for- 
tune of  the  day  refted  only  on  his  fingle  prowefs. 
Thus  animated,  the  Irifh  charged  with  fury,  and 
continued  their  attacks  with  unremitting  ardour  5 
and  as  to  their  kings,  it  was  a  rare  initance, 
if  one  of  them  could  be  pointed  out  that  furvived  a 
tojjil  defeat,  and  the  lofs  of  his  crown  in  batde.— 

The  ancient  natives  of  Ireland  were  of  a  robuft, 
and  healthy  conftitution,  inured  to  all  kinds  of 
hardihip,  carelefs  as  they  were  fearlefs,  but  like 
moft  military  people,  of  a  lazy  and  indolent  habit, 
defpifing  trade,  and  never  exerting  themfelves  but 
in  ftudy  or  in  arms.  Though  the  generality  of 
the  people  contented  themfelves  with  what  we 
fhould  call  but  (lender  diet,  yet  were 'they  ex- 
tremely amorous,  and  being  men  of  ftrong  paf- 
fions,^  indulged  themfelves  in  the  greateft  latitude 
with  regard  to  wives  and  concpbinage,  The  drefs 
of  the  men  was  a  mant}e  and  trowfers  5  they  cover- 
-  ed  their  heads  with  a  cappecn :  the  women  wore 
Si  mantle  and  petticoat,  and  had  a  kircher  to 
throw  over  their  heads,  and  as  to  linen  it  was  fo 
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pkntifid  among  them,  that  wp  are  told  an  Irilh- 
man  would  ufe  thirty  of  forty  ells  in  one  (hirt; 
gathered  up  together  in  folds  and  coloured  with 
iaffron,  in  order  to  fave  the  trouble  of  walhing^ 
fo  that  there  wasno  occafion  to  take  it  off  till  it  was 
grown  fo  old,  that  it  could  not  be  worn  any  longer  ( 
—and  the  people  in  general  lived  in  little  huts  or 
cabins  without  doors,  windows,  or  chimneys. 

Such  were  the  laws^  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
the  ancient  Irifti,  the  hiftory  of  whofe  country  wc 
are  about  to  enter  upon.— But  before  I  proceed 
with  that,  I  ftiall  take  fome  little  notice  of.  the 
alterations  that  have  taken  place  fince  they  have 
been  under  the  Englifli  government,  with  which 
I  fiiall  conclude  this  introduftory  difcourfe.j 

—As  to  the  vulgar  among  the  native  Irifh, 
they  ftill  in  their  manners  and  diet  bear  a  ftriking 
refemblance  to  their  forefathers.  Their  chief  food 
confifts  of  milk  and  potatoes,  together  with  a  kind 
of  ale  which  they^call  Shebbeen,  to  which  in  cold 
weather  particularly  they  add  great  quantities  of 
whilky  (a  liquor  like  the  Englifti  gin)  take  much 
fnuff,  and  are  very  fond  of  fmoaking  tobacco. 
Being  in  general  extremely  indolent,  they  fit  down 
content  in  filth  and  poverty,  when  by  honeft  la- 
bour they  might  earn  a  comfortable  fubfiftance. 

But  all  this  is  only  true  of  the  mere  vulgar. 
It  is  long  fince  their  gentry  accommodated  them- 
fclves  to  the  Englifh  manners,  and  the  middling 
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people  and  iohabit^nts  of  trying  tow^^s  in  general 
^ave  followed  their  c^wpk ;  ^nd  incjced  the  en- 
jCQuragement  pf  the  linen  mapufiM^ur^  in  Ireland^ 
another  fpirit  has  goue  forth^  a  fpiric  pf  honcit 
omdation  and  induftry,  on  which^alpne  that  pcQpic 
^an  ever  build  any  folid  hopes  of  becpnypg  ^  great 
and  a  refpeftable  Mtion. 

The  Irifti  being  converted;  as  hiftory  fays,  by 
St.  Patrick,  continued  fuch  zealous  profeflbrs  of 
ihe  chriftian  faith,  and  produced  fo  many  learned 
jand  pious  men,  that/iotwithftanding  fome  difputej 
they  had  with  the  ko  of  Rprae,  Hibemia  was 
ilykd  the  ifland  of  Saints.  In  queen  Elizabeth's 
itune.  the  land  was  divided,  like  many  other  coun- 
tries, between  proteftants  and  papifts,  and  fo  it  has 
remained  ever  fince ;  but  the  fatal  quarrels  between 
thefe  two  contending  parties,  or  to  Ipeak  more 
properly,  the  dreadful  fury  attendant  on  bigotry 
has  often  deluged  the  land  with  blood. 

The  Englifh  indeed  could  not  be  laid  to  have 
gained  the  dominion  of  the  whole  ifland,  till  the 
jrtjign  of  James  I.  who  did  not  hold  it  without  much 
.difturbance,  and  even  in  his  and  his  fon  Charles's 
time  the  diftin^ion  oftbtpale  was  continued,  under 
aivhich  denomination  were  included  the  Englilh  and 
thpfe  natives  who  fubmitted  entirely  to  their  laws 
andcuftoms.— But  the  Irilh  maflacre,  theconfequent 
reduftion  of  the  Irilh  by  Cromwell,  and  finally  the 
revolution,  altered  the  form  of  government,  and  even 
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the  face  of  the  countiy.— 5o  that  notwithftand 
ing  the  great  number  of  catholics'  in  Ireland^ 
the  prefcnt  eftablilhed  religion  of  the  land  ts 
the  fame  as  that  of  England,  and  they  are  in  like 
manner  under  epifcopal  government  having  four 
archbifiioprics,  namely  Armagh,  Dublin,  Tuam 
and  Calhellj  and  eighteen  bifhoprics. — The  number 
of  thf  papifts  decreafes  daily,  the  difqualifications 
they  labour  under,  and  iht  vety  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment giviftg  them  all  manner  of  difcourage- 
mcnt.  But,  above  all  the  reft,  the  eftablifhment  of" 
proteftant  fchooh,  and  the  countenance  given  to  the 
rinen  manufafture,  has  contributed  atonce  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  proteftantifm,  and  of  induftry  in  the 
country,  the  cix'il  government  and  laws  of  whjch 
are  as  much  conformable  to  thofe  of  England,  as 
it  is  poffible  in  the  nature  of  things  for  them  to  be. 

Since  the  Engliih  government  has  bcjen  efUblifif- 
ed  in  Ireland,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  h^s  al* 
.ways  fent  thithej  a  deputy,  or  lord  Ifeutenan^ 
;a$  viceroy  of  Ireland.  Among  the  greatcft  of 
all  thefe  lord  lieutenants  in  our  days,  n^y  t^ 
jreckoned  Hugh  duke  of  Nortumber^and,  yfhg 
.^dminifteitd  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom^  19 
iuch  a  maoner  as  to  be  beloved  by  all  its  worthy 
menibers,  ai)d  maioc^ned  the  dignity  of  his  high 
office,  with  a  noble  and  princely  fplendour. 

The  authority  of  the  lord  lieutenant  is  fuch,  that 

«n  behalf  of  his  majcfty,  he  has  the  difpofal  of  al- 

'%  mod 


Digitized  by 


Google 


txxi  INTRODUCTION. 

moft  all  places  of  powcr^  and  taruft:  His  com-* 
million  is  held  only  during  the  king's  pleafure^ 
and  the  term  of  three  or  four  years  generally- 
put  an  end  to  it.-*- — The  lords  juftices  pre- 
fide  in  his  abience,  and  he  allows  each  of  them  aa 
hundred  pounds  a  month  for  their  deputation. 

The  Irifli.parliamentlike  the  Englifli  one,  con- 
fifb  of  lords  temporal  and  ipiritual,  and  a  houfe  of 
commons,  which  meets  once  in  two  years,  and  is 
called  and  diffolved  at  his  majefty's  pleafure  by  the 
lord  lieutenant  who  reprefents  him.  The  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  are  eleftcd  from  the  coun- 
ties, cities,  boroughs,  &c.  as  in  England,  and 
their  duration  which  ufed  to  be  for  life  are  now 
limited  to  the  tern^  of  eight  yearsi 

Having  faid  thus  ^uch,  I  fhall  here  clofe  tliis 
Introdudlion. — I  might  indeed  have  entered  upon  a 
much  longer  difquifition  on  the  tempers  ahd  dif^ 
fojition  of  the  Irifh  ;  but  I  wave  this  for  the  pre- 
fent^  referring  my  reader  to  the  tenor  of  that  peo^ 
pie's  conduft  as  related  in  the  following  hiftory* 
from  whence  he  may  form  the  beft  judgement  of 
their  charaftcrs,  as  well  as  of  other  particulars 
upon  which  the  bounds  of  this  difcourfe  would 
iiot  fuffer  me  here  to  expatiatCi 
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B  O  O  K     T  P  E     F  I  R  S  r. 

R  E  L  A  N  D  is  an  ifland  fituate  between  i«is»n'J,  ;u 
51*  and  55*^  20°*  of  north  latitude,  and  between  lliS^^wt* 


6  and  10  degrees  of  weft  longitude  from  the 
meridian  of  London,  having  Great  Britain  on  tht ' 
caft,  New  Englajid  on  tht  weft,  the  Hebrides  on 
north,  and  the  Spanifli  coaft  of  Galicia  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  it,  where  Cape  Clear  is  wafhed  by 
the  great  Atlantic  ocean.  But  the  neareft  land  of 
all  is  the  weftern  coaft  of  Scotland,  northward  of 
Galloway,  where  the  Scotch  and  Irifli  Shores  ap- 
proach within  five  leagues  of  each  other,  infomuch 
that  the  inhabitants  often  pafs  over  within  four 
hours  time  from  one  kingdom  to  the  other. 

The  extent  of  Ireland  is  generally  computed 
to  be,  in  length  285  miles,  and  from  the 
•aft  part  of  Down  to  the  weft  part  of  Mayo, 
its  greateft  width   about    160,   miles  -,     contain- 
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ing  about  17,927,864  Englifh  acres,  f  According 
to  the  provincial  defcription  of  this  kingdom,  it 
conGfts  of  the  four  provinces  of  Leinfter,  Uiftcr, 


Connaught,, 

and  Munlter,  t  accc 

)rding  to  which  di-           i 

vifion,  it  contains  the  following  counties  and  prin- 

cipal towns } 

r        COUNTIESI 

Chief  Towns. 

DiTifioii  of 
Ireland. 

Dublin 

Dublin 

Louth 

Drogheda 

,                 ' 

Wicklow 

Wicklow 

Wexford 

Wexford 

I.  Leinfter 

Longford 

Longford 

< 

Eaft  Me-dth 

Trim 

1 2  Counties 

Weft  Meath 

MuUinscr 
Phillipftown 

King's  County- 

Queen's  County 

Maryborough 

- 

Kilkenny 

Kilkenny 

Kildare 

Kildare 

Carlo  w 

Carlow 

'Down 

Down 

Armagh 

Charlemont 

Monaghan 

Monaghan 

11.  Ulftcr 

Cavan 

Cavan 

4 

Antrim 

Carrickfergus 

9  Counties 

Londonderry 

Deny 

Tyrone 

Omagh 

Fermanagh 

Ennifkillen 

.Donegall 

Don^gall 

IIL  Con- 

t  Or,  1 1,067,7  la  acres,  of  Iriiii      of  thii  hiftory,  to  which  was  fonner- 

meafure.                                                  ly  added  s  fifth,  called  Mcath;  bat 
X  Thefe  were  ancietly  4  king-      this  territory,  ii  now  funk  and  kit 

dome,  ai  will  be 

feea  ia  the  courfe      ia  the  pi 

roviace  of  Leiafter* 
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COUKTIES. 

Chief  Town5. 

Xeitrim 

Leitrim 

Ill- 

Rofcommon 

Rofcommon 

Connaught , 
6  Counties 

Mayo 
Sligo 
Galway 
Lciare 

Ballinrobe 
Sligo 
Galway 
Ennis 

rCork 

Cork 

IV. 

Munfter    ^ 

Kerry 
Limerick 

Tralec 
Limerick 

5  Counties 

Tipperary 
.Waterford 

Clonmel 
Waterford 

As  to  the  climate  of  Ireland,  except  where  the 
country  is  infefted  with  bogs,  it  is  in  nioft  in^ 
ftances  like  England,  having  great  variety  of  wea- 
ther ;  though,  on  the  niceft  obfervation,  not  fo  fub- 
jedb  to  violent  ftorms  and  tempefts* 

It  is  furnifhcd  with  many  fine  rivers  .and  cxctU 
lent  harbours,  and  has  likewife  feveral  very  exten* 
five  loughs  or  lakes,  from  which  a  number  of  fmall 
brooks  iflue ;  and  fome  of  thefe  have  little  iflands 
covered  with  verdure  in  the  midfl:  of  them. 

The  bogs  abovementioned  are  attributed  by 
many,  to  want  of  care  in  cleanfing  and  clearing 
the  channels  of  the  rivers,  making  drains  in  the 
maihy  grounds,  &c.  as  a  proof  of  which^  they  ob^ 
ferve,  that  thefe  nufances  have  not  always  exifted 
in  the  manner  they  now  doj  that  firm  ground  is 
flill  to  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  them,  from  which 
timber,&c.  has  been  dug  up ;  fo  that  it  is  concluded^ 
thefe  bogs  have  continued  fpreading  themfelves. 
over  the  land  from  time  to  time  by  the  mere  neg- 
left  of  its  inhabitants.  However  true  this  may  be, 
yet  as  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  fome  counties  are 
more  liable  to  thefe  inconveniences  than  others,  fo 
we  may  eafily  conceive  that  Ireland  has  acquired 
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its  bogs  from  the  many  loughs,  brooks  and 
nioift  lands  with  which  it  abounds;  and  the 
rcfult  of  the  obfervation  will  be  no  more  than 
this:  that  nufanccs  not  correftcd  will  increafe, 
and  that  care  and  cultivation  will  improve  any 
foil  or  country. 

The  river  Shannon  which  rifes  in  the  county  of 
Leitrim  is  very  large,  wide,  and  deep,  in  general ; 
but  a  chain  of  rocks  at  prefent  interrupt  its.na- 
.  vigation  to  the. great  inconvenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.— Befides  this,  the  Boyne  which  empties 
itfelf  at  Drogheda,  the  Ban  which  falls  into  the 
fea  near  Coleraine,  and  the  Liffey  on  which  the 
city  of  Dublin  is  fituated,  are  the  rivers  of  the 
moft  note  in.  the  kingdom  ;  though  there  are  many 
others  which  contribute  both  to  the  health  and 
convenience  of  its  inhabitants. 

And  it  is  likewife  to  be    noted,   that  Ireland 
is     very  commodioufly  furnifhed   with  harbours, 
bays  and  havens,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Dublin,  Wa- 
terford,    Cork,    Kingfale,    Galway,  Sligoe,    Car- 
lingford,    Dundalk,     Carrickfergus,    &c.    which 
^  *e  conveniently  fituated,  and  render  the  country 
*  the  moft-  eligible  for  foreign  trade  and  commerce 
of  any  in  Europe. 
Woods.  Ireland  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  full  of 

woods,  but  at  cafe  is  fo  much  altered  that 
in  modern  days,  it  has  been  found  neceflary  to 
plant  new  ones,  and  to  ufe  every  method  for  their 
prefervation  and  increafe. 
Mountains.  There  are  feveral  mountains  in  Ireland,  yet 
the  country  altogether  may  rather  be  confidered 
as  lying  low  and  level  to  the  fhores.  We  find 
indeed  a  mountain  in  the  county  of  Down,  whofc 
perpendicular  height  is  computed  at  upwards  of 
a  thoufand  yards  -,  but  this  diftrift  abounds  with 
the  higheft  hills,  and  fuch  are  not  common  in 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
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The  mineral  produdtions  of  this  country  have  ^'"* 
been  little  known  till  of  late  years,  the  natives  iii 
general  having  given  themfclves  no  trouble  about 
them. — Ncverthelefs  iron,  copper,  lead,  and  even 
filvcr  ore  have  been  found  in  the  Irilh  mines.—- • 
There  are  likewife  quarries  of  flate  and  marble ;  and 
the  earth  produces  in  fome  places  coals,  and  turf, 
for  firing,  which  latter  many  of  the  bogs  contribute 
to  furniih  it  with,  a  convenience,  that  is  -too 
dearly  bought  at  the  expence  of  fo  many  acres  of 
ground  lying  ufelels,  which  if  drained  and  culti- 
vated might  turn  to  fo  good  an  account,  and  add 
to  the  intrinfic  riches  of  the  country. 

The  weather  in  Ireland  being  much  the  fame  Weather. 
as  in  England,  the  produce  of  the  ^il  where  it 
is  improved  is  very  little  different;  and  thofe 
fpots  where  cultivation  has  been  ufed  are  gene- 
rally  fertile  and  particularly  rich  in  pafture,  though 
in  Ireland,  as  indeed  in  mofl  other  countries  there 
arc  Ibmc  barren  places  which,  as  well  as  the  marfh- 
grounds,  may  be  reckoned  aitiong  the  unprofit- 
able parts  of  that  ifland. 

The  animal  produftions  of  Ireland  are  gene-Animaii. 
rally  much  the  fame  with  dwfe  of  England^  and 
though  fome  writers  have  afferted  that  neither 
birds  nor  bees  were  to  be  found  there,  this  has 
proved  an  egregious  miftake,  as  honey  is  pro-  ^ 
duccd  tliere  as  well  as  in  other  countries,  and  ftorc 
of  game  Is  to  be  found  in  many  of  their  dif- 
trifts. 

But  above  all  things,  Ireland  has  been  mofl: 
famous  for  breeding  no,  venomous  animals,  a  cir-r 
cumftance  in  which  thofe  who  have  written  con- 
cerning that  country  are  generally  agreed  j  and 
feme  have  even  carried  the  matter  fo  far  ^s  to 
fay  tb^t  ferpents,  toads,  &c.  would  die,  if  tranf- 
poftcd  thither  from  any  other  climate ;  but  how 
true  foever  the  former  part  of  the  ftory  may  be, 
B  3  the 
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the  latter  fcems  to  want  confirmation,  *  and 
certainly  a  thing  fo  verv  wonderful  ought  to  be 
well  attefted  before  it  gams  credit  with  any  but  the 
ignorant  vulgar :  they  indeed,  who  for  the  moft 
part,  implicitly  believe  that  St.  Patrick  endued 
the  land  wirh  this  qualit)%  will  never  be  back- 
ward in  enhancing  the  miracle  of  their  faint.— 
Ncverthelefs,  all  reafonable  perfons  will  judge 
that  whatever  benefit  of  this  kind  Ireland  pofleflcs 
muft  arifc  from  the  nature  of  the  air  or  foil ; 
and  fuch  will  not  be  over  credulous  in  regard 
to,  the  reports  oCiisfudden  operation^  which  though 
we  may  not  pronounce  iimpojjible^  feemsr  rather 
to  exceed  the  bounds  of  moral  probability. 

The  j^reat  American  Moofe-Deer  is  generally 
thought  to  have  been  frequent  in  tttis  country, 
(though  now  entirely  extinft)  fome  horns  having 
been  dug  up  which,  by  their  fhape  and  lize,  the 
karncd    have    concluded    could   belong    to    no 

other 


*  With  Kgtrd  to  this  pointy 
^r.  Alban  Butler,  (a  catholick 
vritcr)    r<(ideot    of    St.    Omer't, 

\i\  his  Lives   of  Saints,    thvs  ex- 

prcffts    himftlf, **    The     po- 

**  pttlar  tradition  (fays  he)  attri- 
"  butcs  the  exemption  of  Ireland 
♦*  from  venomous  creatures  to  the 
**  benedi^^jan  of  St.  Patrick,  given 
«•  by  his  ftaff  called  The  Staff  of 
**  Jtsu»,  which  was  kept  with 
^'  great  veneration  in  Dublin,  as  is 
"  mentioned,  in  the  year  154.0,  by 
*•  Ralph  Hicden  in  his  Polychro- 
*'  oicon  publiHied  by  Mr,  Gale  and 
**  others  j"  and  he  adds  immediate- 
Jv  after,  *•  The  Iflc  of  MalQi  is 
••  faid  to  derive  a  like  privilege 
**  ftom  St.  Paul,  who  was  there  bitten 
•*  by  «  viptr." — ^Uut  there  is  not 
a  word  mentioned  of  the  extra- 
Ordinary  Qfiality  the  Irifh  climate  is 
Cfuhsed  with,  o(  kiiiMf  fuch  crea* 
tures  when  t ran} ported  thither  j 
though  the  valg.r  arc  fully  per- 
i«ad«d  of^this^  which  they  attri- 
bute Kk^  their  fifft   cxpuifioo   of 


them  to  their  tutelar  flint. — Kay 
they  afRrm  that  any  perfon  of  either 
fex  being  defcended  from  the  ao* 
cient  Irifh,  can  cure  the  bite  of  a 
ferpent  by  a  touch.—— It  is  indeed 
afl'erted  th«t  ibme  experiments  of 
this  kind  have  been  tried  j  but  at 
I  faid  above,  I  cannet  find  them 
authenticated,  and  fuppofe  my  re** 
ders  cannot  expe£l  they  ihould  be 
fo— Many  other  creatures  hannleft 
in  themfelves,  are  likewife  reported 
never  to  have  been  foiind  in  Ireland 
untill  within  the  bft  century,  but 
when  brought  thither  have  increafed 
and  multiplied,  and  the  fame  has 
been  likewife  obferred  of  certain  per* 
nicious  Jomcftic  vermin  never  knowa 
there  before,  that  have  fpread  them- 
felves in  the  country,  fince  they 
have  been  introduced  among  thrm 
by  their  commerce  with  the  EngUOi, 
a  quantity  of  thefe  Jaft  were  faid  to 
be  firft  carried  over  by  a  whim-» 
ficjl  nobleman,  io  onlcr  try^  ex- 
periments. 
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other  th^  this  ftately  animal;  one  pair o£  thefe 
'was  found  meafuring  full  ten  feet  ten  inches,  from 
che  tip  of  one  horn  to  that  of  the  other. 

Some  bones  of  an  extraordinary  ihape  and 
lize  have  alfo,  at  different  times,  been  du^  up  in 
Ireland,  which  have  employed  the  coii)e6hires 
of  the  curious,  many  of  whom  have  dctermind 
them  to  be  no  other  than  the  teeth  of  Elephants, 
afpecies  of  animals  as  little  likely  to  be  found  Iq 
that  cliniate,   as  the  Deer  abovementioned. 

Moft  of  thefe  things  are  commonly  and  moft 
rationally  referred  either  ,to  the  general  or  ibmr 
panial  deluge,  which  liaving  altered  the  difpofi*- 
cion  of  land  and  water,  may  have  reduced  to 
the  form  and  fituation  of  iflands,  what  formerly 
^wcre  parts  of  the  continent,  and  w^  verfd.  If  this 
is  notfufikient  to  account  for  thefe  extraordinary 
circumftaitces,  we  muft  even  leave  them  unao- 
counted  for,  and  acknowledge  that  they  miiil  be 
ranked  among  the  arcana  of  nature,  whick  elude 
ali  human  nefearches.  .      ..  .    t 

But  one  of  the  greateft  curiofities  in  It^land^ 
is  efteemed  that  vaft  pile  of  ftony  columns  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  the  Giani^s  Caufe^ 
way^  eight  miles  from  Colerame,  in  the  £oumy 
of  Antrim,  which  a  learned  traveller. has  thu& 
xkfcribed.  ^  -    ::  > 

"  This  caufeway  (fays  he)  is- compofcd  all  of 
angular  fhapes,  from  three  fides  to  e^ht/  .The 
caftem  point,  where  it  joins  the  rock,  "^terminates 
in  a  perpendicular  clitf,  formed  by  the  upriglit 
fides  of  the  pillars,  fome  of  .which  are  thirty-tiire^ 
feet  four  inches  high  *,  each  pillar  confifts  .of 
B  4  fcverai 

•  The     fame     gentlcmaii    (Dr.  till  it  wns  loft  in  the  fea;    Upon 

Pocockc)  fays  he  meafured  the  mod  meafuring    the    eaftern    point,    he 

.wefterly  point,  at  high*water,  to  found  ft  five  hundred  and  forty  feet 
^he  diltaace  of   three  hundred  and  ^    from  the   dif^^   and  faw  at   much 

6xty  feet  from  the  clilfj  hut   was  more  of   it   as    the  other,    which 

told  that  at  lovr-jvater  it  extended  winds  to  the  eaft,  and  it,  like  that^ 

*  Gzrv  feet   farther,  upon   a  defcent,  loft  in  the  water. 
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feveral  joints  or  ftones,  Ijring  one  upoa  another^ 
ih>m  fix  inches  to  about  twelve  in  thicknefs  i 
and,  what  is  very  furprifing,  fomc  of  thefe  joints 
arc  fo  convex,  that  their  pre-eminences  arc  nearly 
quarters  of  fphcres,  round  which  is  a  ledge  that 
holds  them  together  with  the  greareft  firmnefs, 
every  ftone  being  concave  on  the  other  fide,  and 
fitting  in  the  cxafteft  manner  the  convexity  of  the 
part  of  that  beneath  it.  The  pillars  are  from  one 
to  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  generally  coniift  of 
about  forty  joints,  moft  of  which  feparate  yery 
teafily  \  and  one  may  walk  along  upon  the  tops  of 
pillars  as  far  as  to  the  edge  ol   the  water. 

*♦  From  the  bottom  w^ich  is  of  black  ftone  to 
the  height  of  about  iixty  feet,  the  cliffs  are  dividi- 
cd  at  equal  diftances  by  flripes  of  a  rcddifh  ftone 
that  refembles  a  cement,    about  four  inches  ia 
thicknefs ;  upon  this  there  is  another  ftratum  of 
the  fame  black  ftone,   with  another  five  inches 
thick  of  the  red.    Over  this  is  likewife  a  ftratum 
ten  feet  thick,  divided  in  the  fame  manner,  then 
oi^e  of  the  red  ftone  twenty  feet  deep,  and  above 
that  a  pile  of  upright  pillars,  ^nd  a  ftratqm  of  black 
ftone  twenty  feet  high»  over  this  again  rifes  another 
pile  cf  pillars,  which  in  fome  places  reaches  to  the 
tops  of  the  cliffs,  in  others  not  fohigh;  and  in 
other  places  again  above  them,   where  they  are 
called  chjmnies.— — The  face  of  thefe  cliffs  ex- 
tends about  three  Englifh  miles." 
coaftjiw-        The  feafons  in  Ireland  being  temperate j    the 
*k"'  n"^  winters  feldomfevere,  and  the  fummers  moderate,  the 
fcm^r  of"  country  is  in  general  very  wholefome,  though  it  is 
^  ^"At    likelv  it  would  be  much  more  fo,  if  the  bogs  were  . 
drained,  and  the  wafte  lands  cultivated. — However,  / 
as  it  is,  the  natives  are  moftly  ftrong  and  vigorous, 
and  as  little  fubjeft  to  difeafes  as  thpfe  of  moft  other- 
nations  in  Europe. — The  men  being  in  general  tall 
^n4  ftoutly  made,  and  the  women  healthy  and  well 

proportioned 
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proportioned — ^With  regard'to  their  conftitution  and 
complcxibn,the  natives  like  thofe  of  all  other  coun- 
tries that  are  peopled  by  different  colonies,  partake 
in  a  great  meafure  of  their  anceftors  nature — Thu$ 
the  Irifh  of  what  is  called  the  Paky  vary  fomewhat 
from  thofe  planted  at  Newry  in  ftaturc  and  com* 
plexion,  both  differing  (till  morefrom  the  mere  Inih^ 
or  aborigines  of  the  country.*  Thefe  latter  inherit 
the  nature  and  conftitution  of  their  fathers,  and,  ge« 
nerally  ipeaking,  give  evident  figns  of  the  ancient 
ftock  from  whence  they  are  defcended.  As 
I  have  already  given  a  general  (ketch  of  their 
cuftoms,  diet,  and  manner  of  living,  in  the  In- 
trodudion^  I  fhall  not  dwell  on  farther  particulars 
of  that  kind  in  this  department,  but  conclude  here 
the  dcfcription  of  the  nature  of  the  foil,  cli^ 
mate,  &c.  and  advert  to  the  Hiftorical  Account 
of  the  Kingdom, 

THE 


•  Sir  James  Ware  ctrvicsthitdif- 
tinflion  yet  farther,  in  the  following 
eonjeAure.  **  It  may  perhaps  be 
*'  judged  an  overrnice  obiervation^ 
*•  (fjys  he)  that  the  inhabitants  of 
'*  different  parts  of  Irehnd  yet  feem 
"  to  retain  fome  refcmblance  to  t))e 
'*  people  from  whom  they  are  fup- 
"  pofed  originally  to  have  come. 
"  Thus  the  natives  along  the  weft- 
'*  ern  coaft^  who  arc  thought  to 
<'  have  come  from  Spaia^  as  being 
**  the  oppolU":  continent  to  them, 
'*  generally  rcfemble  the  Spaniards 
"  iii  their  perfons^  being  tall  and 
"  flendtT,  finely  limbed,  having 
*'  grave,  fedate  countenances,  long 
"•  cve-brQW&  aiu}  laulc,  dark  b.ur^ 


**  whereas  the  natives  on  the  nor- 
"  them  and  eaflern  coafts^  who  ar^ 
**  fuppofed  to  have  come  from  Bri- 
'<  tain  and  probably  into  Britain 
*'  from  Gaul^  are  of  a  fquat^,  fet  fta- 
*•  ture,  have  Aort  broad  faces,* 
*'  thick  lips,  hollow  eyes  and  nofes 
**  cocked  up  and  fe^.m  to  be  a  diftin^ 
**  people  from  the  weftern  Iri/h,  by 
'*  whom  they  arc  clled  Clani-Galls^ 
"  i.  e,  the  offspring  of  the  Galls^ 
"  The  curious  may  carry  thefc  obfcr- 
"  vations  farther  :  doubtlcfs  a  long 
"  intcrcourfe  and  various  mixturet 
^*  of  the  natives  hav ^  much  worn  ouH 
"  thefe  diftinftions,  of  which  I 
**  think  there  are  yet  vifible  re- 
*<  aaUs, 
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THE  General  Hiftory  of  Ireland^  is  the  objcflb 
of  my  aim  with  which  I  (hall  now  proceed^ 
deducing  it  from  the  earlieft  periods  of  which  wc 
cin  exped  any  authentic  account,  and  continuing 
it  with  as  much  precifion  as  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
jed  will  admit,  through  thofe  obfcure  and  uncer-- 
tain  ages,  till  the  more  enlightened  periods,  after 
their  converfion  to  chriftianity,  fhall  have  furniftied 
mom  profitable  materials  tor  the  completion  of 
this  arduous  undertaking. 

-  — It  will  doubtlcfs  be  expcfted  that  I  fhould 
give  (bme  account  from  whence  Ireland  derived  Its 
ancient  names,  as  well  as  from  what  (lock  its  pri- 
mitive fettlers  were  defcendcd,  both  which  are  mat- 
ters that  have  occafioned  the  warmeft  difputes 
among  authors,  as  the  records  of  thofe  times  from 
whence  they  fought  to  draw  their  information 
were  wrapped  in  the  moft  perplexing  obfcurity. 
Ancient  j^  the  firft  place  as  to  the  names  of  Ireland— 
ireUi^  It  is  called  lerne,  Hibernia,  and  fometimes.  Sco- 
tia, which  latter  appellation  it  appears  to  have 
obtained  before  ever  it  was  applied  to  modern  Scot- 
land.— The  origin  of  thefe  names  has  been  vari- 
oufly  accounted  for. 

According  to  fome,  Ireland  was  firft  called  lerne, 
(and  thence  Hibernia,)  from  the  Phoenician  Icme, 
'  others  again  .are  of  opinion  that  it  was  called  Hiber- 
nia,  q.  d.  The  Winter  Land;  —  intimating  that  it  was 
a  cold  country ;  to  this  though  it  is  anfwered  on 
the  other  hand,  that  Ireland  is  not  a  very  cold  or 
wintry  climate,  yet  thofe  who  maintain  this  affcr- 
tion,  fupport  it  by  faying  that  this  iQe  being  fo  re- 
motely fituated  and  its  fouthermoft  coaft  more 
northerly  fituate  than  that  of  Britain,  the  ancients 
might  probably  have  imagined  it  tq  be  a  cold 

country. 
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country,   (though  later  times  have  difcovered  the 
error)  and  thus  it  was  fuppofed, 

"  The  Grecian  bards  record  her  in  their  drains, 
"  Frozen  lerne,  bound  in  icy  chains.*' 

And  Camden  is  of  opinion  that  Ireland  is  the 
fame  with  the  Og)''gia  of  Plutarch,  under  which 
fuppofition  the  poem  was  written  from  whence  tlie 
above  lines  are  quoted. 

To  thefe  conjeftures  two  others  are  added,  one 
that  the  ifland  received  its  name  from  Heber,  and 
the  other  that  it  received  its  appellation  from  Ire  or 
Ir,  one  of  the  Milefian  chiefs,  who  was  the  firft  man 
of  their  colony  that  was  ever  buried  in  that  country, 
which  was  afterwards  diftinguilhed  as  the  grave  of 
Ir  ; — who  this  Ir  was  we  fhall  fee  in  the  courfe  of 
the  hiftory. 

But  it  feems  more  probable  if  the  Spaniards  fet- 
tled in  Ireland  that  the  name  of  Hibemia  was  de- 
rived from  that  of  Iberia,  the  word  having  either  fince  ' 
been  corrupted,  or  as  fome  modern  hiftorians  fup- 
pofe,  purpofely  altered  in  order  to  diftinguilh  the 
colony  from  the  mother  country. 

There  is  yet  another  name  by  which  Ireland  was 
formerly  known  that  has  occafioned  as  many  difputes 
as  any  of  the  former ;-— it  appearsthat  Ireland  was 
called  Scotia,  before  Scotland  was  peopled,  and  af- 
terwards Scotia  Major  by  way  of  eminence,  both 
which  are  fads  that  the  natives  of  North-Britain 
are  by  no  means  willing  to  allow. — Neverthclcfs  it 
IS  clear  from  Bede  *  and  other  ancient  writers  that 
the  Scyths,  Scuyts,  or  Scots,  firft  fettled  in  Ireland, 
winch  gained  from  them  the  name  of  Scotia,  and 
whofe  natives  the  Britons  termed  y-Scot  j  and  it 

was 

•      *  It  if  fald  by  Bedc^  that  a  nttwn  that  people,  who  perfuaded  them  to 

tt  the  Pi^f  from  Scythia  failing  in  go  to  the  northern  partt  of  Britain, 

aa  intent  they  bad  formed  to  lettle  where  they  afterwards  took  up  thcif 

tbemfelvcs    among    the    Sc>'>ts    in  abode* 
JrtUnd,  obtaiocd  wives  from  among 
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was  from  thence  that  a  colony  went  over  aftdrward^ 
and  fettled  in  the  Hebrides  and  in  that  part  of 
Britain  which  wc  now  call  Scotland — And  bcfides, 
as  we  oftea  find  Ireland  exprefsly  termed  Scotia  by 
ancient  writers  before  Scotland  was  known  by  that 
name,  there  feems  to  remain  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Scythsor  Scots  were  firft  planted  in  the  country 
which  firft  bore  that  appellation. 

— ^And  thus  much  for  the  different  names  of 
Ireland.  *  We  fhall  in  confequence  proceed  next 
to  enquire  into  what  concerns  the  origin  of  the  an- 
cient Irilh,  and  the  firft  jpeopling  of  their  country. 

And  here  I  am  led  into  a  labyrinth,  tlirough 
the  intricacies  of  which  an  hiftorian  has  need 
of  a  very  exaft  clue  to,  guide  him,  left  he  ftiould 
be  loft  in  fable  on  the  one  hand,  or  deviate 
into  error  and  incredulity  on  the  other,  it  is  nc- 
ceffary  indeed,  to  premife.  That  the  ori^n  of  moft 
nations  is,  generally  fpeaking,  involved  in  clouds 
and  obfcurity,  on  which  account  tlic  beft  hif- 
torians,  are  often  obliged  to  offer  conjeftures  bc- 
caufe  certainties  are  not  to  be  come  at. — In  this 
cafe,  no  other  reafon  can  be  given,  but  the  bar*- 
rennefs  of  the  period,  no  other  excufe  offered  but 
that  of  unavoidable  neceffity. 

Indeed   if  I  were  difpofcd  to  fill   this  hiftory 
with    all  the  rubbifli  of    ancient  fable,    I  need 
not  be  at  a  lofs  for  materials,  nor  even  for  au- 
thorities. 


•  This  cduntry  hai  ijideed  been  which  they  report  to    haire   been 

known   by  other  names,    fuch  as  brought  from  thence  by  King  Fergui 

Juvcrna,  (probably  a  corruption  of  to  Scotland,    and  tranfportcd  from 

lerne)  and  Keating  tells  ut  it  was  alfo  Scotland  to  England  by  our  James  !• 

called  Inis  na  bhfiodhbhuidhe,   the  on  the  failh  of  an  ancient  prophecy, 

woody  ifland— Crioch  na  bhfuinead-  That  wherever  that  ftone  was  found 

hoc,  or  the  neighbouring  country —  the  Scots  fhouM  reign.— I  have  no? 

Inis   Alga,   or  the  noble   ifland, —  dwelt  long  on  thefe  particulars  be- 

Fodhla  from  a  name  of  one  queen, —  caufe    the   repetition  of   all    thefe 

Bamba,  from  that  of  another, — Mui-  names  mu ft  be  rather  curious  than 

cirvis,  ortheiAeof  Swine,—- aikl  Inii  entertaining,     and    the   rcafons   for. 

Fail,  or  the  Land  of  Deftiny  on  ac-  foiT>e  of  them  fcem  not  to  be  properly 

count  of  the  fuppofed  fat^  ftone,  authenticated. 
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thoritics,  fuch  as  they  are,  but  as  this  is  by  no 
means  my  aim,  I  fhall  content  mylelf  with  a  bare 
recital  of  what  is  faid  to  have  pafled  during  the 
more  obfcure  ages,  merely  for  the  fake  of  con- 
tinuing the  thread  of  the  ftory,  and  dwcH  only  on 
fuch  places  as  have  either  hiftorical  truth,  or  the 
ftrongeft  grounds  of  probability  to  fupport  them. 

In  the  firft  place  •, — thofe  authors,  who  dclieht  in  ^"^*»  f^ , 
fettmg  up  the  antiquity  of  the  countries  they  write  iriA, 
of,  have  entertained  us  with  a  moft  wonderful 
account  of  fcttlements  made  in  Ireland  before 
the  general  deluge  *,  others  more  modeftly  de- 
rive their  firft  accounts  from  a  colony  fettled  in 
Ireland  by  one  Partholanus,  a  defcendant  of  Magog 
the  fon  of  Japhet,  who  aiming  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Nimrod,  and  fet  himfelf  up  as  a  fovc- 
reign,  fctting  out  with  a  thoufand  followers  to 
difcover  new  lands,  at  length  reached  the  Irifli 
(hores,  having  firft  been  expelled  from  Greece, 
where  his  parents  had  become  the  vidtims  of  his 
ambition,  that  could  be  contented  with  nothing 
lefs'than  a  kingdom.  —Having  made  himfelf  maf- 

ter 


*  According  to  (bme  of  thefcy 
three  of  Cain's  dau|hten  failed  to 
Ireland,  three  hundred  yean  before 

the  flood and    afterwards    three 

nen  and  fifty  women  arrived  there, 
all  of  whom  died  of  one  diflem- 
ftt  in  a  week*s  time,  ^nd  then  the 
land  remained  unijihabited  until  the 
-world  was  drovmed. 

Another  account  placet  the  peo- 
pling the  ifle  twelve  months  before 
the  flood,  by  three  fifltermen,  whofe 
namct  they  tell  us^  were  Capa, 
Laighre,  and  Luaful. 

But  the  mott  felemnly  anJ  cir- 
cmnibntially  ridiculous  of  thefe  in- 
tidiluvian  fables^  is  that  which 
mentions  the  expedition  of  a  cer- 
tain woman  named  Keafar,  the 
wife  of  Bith^  who  having  on  the 
prophecy  of  Noah  concerning  the 
df  luge,  a/ked  and  been  denied  a  place 
in  the  «rk^   /he   and  her  hu&and 


were  advifed  by  aa  idol  to  buiU 
an  ark  of  their  own,  which  acc9rd- 
ingly  they  did,  and  being  ignorant 
of  tlie  time  the  flood  fliould  happen, 
ennbarkiag  with  others,  alter  a  tedious 
and  dangerous  voyage,  arrived  in  lie- 
land  forty  days  before  the  waters  began 
to  overfpread  the  earih,  according  to 
his  relation,  but  all  thefe  adven- 
turers died  fix  days  before  the  flood 
and  left  the  land  unirhabitcd,  whilft 
another  yet  more  extraordinary  adds, 
that  one  of  the  voyagers  named 
Fiontan  even  furvivcd  the  gener;it 
deluge — I  have  prcfcnted  thefe 
fi^iufis  rather  a<  a  fpecimen  of  the 
abilities  of  the  bards  at  invcatlng 
fictions  and  a  proof  how  little  their 
accounts  are  to  be  depended  on,  than 
for  any  plcafurc  the  reader  can  re- 
ceive in  pcruAng  or  1  in  rdititig 
them. 
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tcr  of  the  ifland)  his  people  began  to  clear  away 
the  woods  with  which  it  then  abounded  and  to 
cultivate  the  foil,  in  which  undertakings  they 
me:  with  great  fuccefs.  And  thus,  fay  they,  wjls 
Ireland  firlb  inhabited.  —  But  unhappily  a  cer- 
tain band,  of  the  ftock  of  Nimrod,  whom  they 
termed  Fomorians,  or  giants,  arriving  amongft 
them,  attempted  to  fubdue  the  country-,  after 
many  defpcrate  engagements  they  were  at  laft 
^  routed  by  the  Partholanians,  and  far  the  greater 
part  of  them  deftroyed  on  one  decifivc  day. 
But  the  dead  carcaflcs  of  thefe  Formorians  be- 
ing denied  burial,  it  is  faid  the  ftench  occafioned 
a  plague  which  prefently  fwept  off  the  vigors 
and  left  the  land  uninhabited  *. 

About  thirty  years  afterwards,  Nemedius,  ano- 
ther dcfcendant  of  Magog,  with  above  a  thou- 
fand  men  arrived  in  Ireland,  and  fettling  in  the 
country  began  to  improve  it  as  Partholanus  had 
done  before  him  §  -,  but  fome  Fomorians  being 
amongft  his  followers,  they  took  occafion  to  revolt, 
as  fome  fay,  after  many  bloody  batdes  they  were;  at 
laft  quite  fubdued  :  whilft  others  affert  that  thefe 
Fomorians  beine  inhabitants  of  Africa,  at  length 
withdrew  to  Africa  from  whence  they  brought 
fuch  numerous  forces  as  totally  overthrew  the 
Nemedians,  and  effefted  the  conqueft  of  the 
ifland. 

But  according  to  this  account,  fome  of  the 
Nemedians  retiring  to  Belgia,  their  defendants 
(now  firft  called  Firl  Bolgs  ||,  for  which  appellation 
various  contradictory  reafons  have  been  afllgned) 

returned 

*  This  Nemedius  (they  tell  us)  ^  He  it  reported  to  htft  cauitd 

Ibiiiid  onljr    three   lakct  knd  nine  twelve  woods  to  be  cut  down,  and 

riveri  on  hit  arrival  in  Ireland,  but  it  it  added  alfo  that  four  lakei  more 

that    before  hit  death  fcren   laket  broke  out  in  his  time, 
more  broke  out,  which  wu  withio  ||  Men  of  the  Cavety  or  Creeping 

»  period  of  thirty  jtnu  Men. 
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returned  again,  to  the  number  of  five  thoufand, 
and  once  more  took  pofleilion  of  their  country. 

Thefetran&ftions  are  faid  to  have  happened  before 
the  year  of  the  world  2700,  but  it  cannot  be  expcd- 
ed  that  the  date  of  them  can  be  fixed  with  any  de- 
gree of  precifion,  fincc  writers  are  divided  in  re- 
gard to  their  opinion  of  many  of  the  circum- 
ftances  which  attend  them. — Nor  indeed  is  it  likely 
that  any  hiftorianof  this  enlightened  age  would  rifque 
his  credit  even  on  the  fads  themfelves  •, — modern 
writers  are  inclined  to  think  the  whole  ftoiy  of  a 
iettlen^nt  in  Ireland,  down  to  this  period  a  mere 
fable,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  to  controvert  their  opin- 
ion; fince  it  muft  be  owned  to  carry  with  it  all 
the  air  of  a  poetical  fidtion. 

That  Ireland  was  firft  peopled  by  a  colony 
from  Britain  is  highly  probable,  as  the  conjec- 
ture is  warranted  by  its  fituation,  and  then  what  be- 
comes of  the  voyages  of  Partholonus  and  Neme- 
dius,  and  the  tales  of  the  Fomorlans,  not  to  fay 
any  thing  of  Noah*s  neice,  and  of  thofe  who  arrived 
there  before  the  general  deluge. 

To  proceed  with  the  narration: — thefe  Firl- 
bolgs  are  moft  likely  tp  have  been  Belgians,  or 
fouthern  Britons,  who  fettled  in  Ireland  at  a  very 
early  period,  where  they  remained  till  another 
colony  (known  by  the  name  of  Tuatha  de  Danans) 
difpoflefied  them.  Thefe  alfo,  the  Irifli  report 
to  have  been  the  pofterity  of  Nemedius  who  be- 
ing driven  away  by  the  Africans,  had  fince  wan- 
dered over  Greece  where  they  learned  magic,  and 
amongft  other  extraordinary  arts,  had  acquired 
that  of  reftoring  to  life  the  bodies  of  perfons, 
flain  in  battle,  by  the  exercife  of  w^iich,  and 
otherfuch  fupernatural  powers,  they  became maf- 
ters  of  the  ifland ;  on  which  the  defeated  Belgians 
retired  to  the  Hebrides;  notwithftanding  they 
itturned  again    when    another  colony    began  to 

difturb 
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difturb  their  former  enemies  in  the  poflcflion  of 
their  newly  acquired  conquclL  However,  joining 
thefe  ftrangers,  they  were  again  equally  unfortu- 
nate. The  Tuatha  de  Danans  were  viftorious, 
and  the  vanquifhed  were  kept  in  a  moft  wretched 
flavery,  in  which  they  remained  till  the  arrival  of 
*thc  Milefians  from  Spain^  who  put  an  end  to  the 
Dannonian  government,  after  it  had  continued 
near  197  years,  and  once  more  reftpred  the 
Belgians  to  their  liberties. 

This  period  of  the  Irifh  hiftory  is  likewife  filled 
with  the  mod  abfurd  fables  about  the  enchantments 
of  the  Tuatha  de  Danans,  with  which  at  prefent 
I  fhall  not  trouble  my  readers. — After  all,  it  is 
probable  they  were  only  Dannonian  Britons,  who 
brought  with  them  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  fuper- 
ftitions  of  the  druids,  which  the  ignorance  of  thofe 
times  miftook  for  forcery,  and  accordingly  fet 
them  down  for  wizards  and  enchanters,  the  peo- 
ple at  that  time  being  involved  in  grofs  idola- 
try, adoring  wood  and  iron,  and  paying  divine 
honours  to  the  fun.  ■ 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  famous  sera  of  the 
Mileflan  conqucft,  the  firft  from  which  we  can 
derive  any  certain  inftruftion  or  information. — 
As  to  what  has  been  related  above,  all  candid 
and  judicious  writers  will  own  that  it  is  involved 
,  in  thc'mifts  of  error,  and  buried  in  the  clouds  of 
fable  and  obfcurity.  Neverthelefs,  I  thought  it  pro- 
per to  give  a  brief  recital  of  the  ftories  as  they 
are  generally  told,  and  leave  the  reader  to  deter- 
mine what  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  them, 
fince,  on  the  one  hand,  to  have  related  them  for 
fafts  mud  have  called  in  queftion  the  credit  of 
this  work,  whilft  on  the  other,  it  might  be 
thought  too  negligent  in  an  hiftorian  entirely  to 
omit  the  mention  of  them. 

I  know 
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I  doubt  not  but  there  arc  fome  people  who 
are  fo  fond  of  fables  in  general,  and  others  who  are 
(0  ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  anuquities 
of  their  country,  that  they  think  it  is  fcarcely  pof- 
fiblc  evc!"  to  fay  too  many  extraordinary  things  on 
riicfe  fuhjedls — In  the  opinion  of  fuch,  it  will  be 
deemed  unpardonable  to  have  difmiflcd  fo  haftily 
the  adventures  of  the  fuppofed  firft  fettlers  in 
Ireland-*-!  can  only  refer  them  to  the  waking 
dreams  of  bards  and  druids,  or  to  thofe  who  have 
coUefted  thcfe  tales  in  large  volumes  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  curious  in  thcfe  matters,  I  mean 
fuch  as  arc  rather  inclined  to  read  a  fleafant  ftory 
than  a  ^rue  one,  and  wiU  ncceflarily  prefer  a  fable 
to  a  hiftory. 

I  am  weH  aware  however,  that  is  but  too  true, 
th^t  :to  authorities  like  thefir.ijie  firft  writers  of 
hiftory  have  been  too  of^  ^blige*  to  have  recourfe 
for  materials.  .Whclte  tftet  Txas  been  the  cafe,  all' 
that  remained  was^for  them  to  feleft  with  judgement 
the  few  truths  which  appear  fcattered  up  and  down 
beneath  the  rubbflh  of  fablers — but  where  ihftead' 
of  this,  they  admit,  dwell  upon,  and  even  add  to' 
the  improbable  relations  they  nnd,  they  certainly  be- 
come inexcufable.  Yet  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  as 
well  as  fom^others  have  adopted  fuch  a  maxim  in 
our  Britim  hiftory,-  and  whoever  looks  over  the  an- 
tiquities of  the  Irtfli  will  find  they  have  not  been  ar 
all  behind-hand  with  him  in  fables  and  abfurdities* 

Certainly,  it  cannot  be  too  much  lamented' 
that  thofe  who  really  lived  near  the  periods  which 
they  wrote  of,  have  often  been  too  ignorant,  ftill' 
oftencr  too  partial,  to  give  a  true  account  of  what' 
paifed  in  their  time.  On  the  contrary,  they  havc^ 
Ufcd  their  utmoft  art  to  alter  or  dilguife  the  truth, 
ifidiich  they  fuppofed  never  grateful-  without  the' 
added  ornaments  of  fiftion,  even  when  moft  favour- 
u\Aq  to  them,  and  which,  when  etherwife,  they  did 
Vol.  L  C  not 
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not  make  the  leaft  ceremony  of  totally  fubverting  or 
concealing. 

It  is  to  thefe  circumftances  that  the  hiftorian  owes 
fome  of  his  greatefl  labours  and  perplexities,  to  which 
may  be  added  the  deftruftion  of  authentic  records 
^nd  the  little  likelihood  there  generally  is  of  obtain- 
ing a  clear  infight  into  manners  and  cuftoms  which  no 
lodger  exift,  the  candid  reader  will  therefore  excuie 
little  deficiencies,  and  be  fatisfied  with  what  can  be 
obtained  where  no  more  authentic  oiaterials  are  to  be 
had,  more  efpecially  when  he  is  informed  that  the 
copioufnefs  ot  modern  times  will  make  fome  amends 
for  the  barrennefs  of  the  remoter  periods. 

I  would  not,  however,  be  underftood  to  aflert  that 
this  hiftory  will  always  be  abfolutely  without  excep- 
tion more   entertaining  in  it^  progrcfs,    nor  that 
"We  have  here  come  to  the  end  of  all  its  perplexities,- 
but  it  is  molt  certain  that  we  have  now  got  through 
the  mod  obfcure  and  fabulous  ^  as  it  is  generally 
allowed  to  be,  and  it  ivas  therefore,  I  deemed  this 
a  proper  paufe  for  thefe  obfervations,  which  mio;ht 
not  hie  altogether  impertinent  before  I  proceeded 
with  the  hiftorv. 
Mjfcfianf        A  leader  of  tne  name  of  Ith,  a  prince  among  the 
Ireland.     Milcfians  who  after  various  adventures  had  fettled  in 
Spain,  drew  forth  a  new  colony  and  failed  from  Ga- 
licia,  in  order  to  make  difcoveries.    This  Ith  land- 
ed in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  the  Dannonians 
or  Tuatha  de  Danans  were  then  fettled  and  having 
enquired  concerning  the  nature  of  their  government 
was  informed  that  it  was  (hared  between  three  bro- 
thers, who  being  involved  in  fome  difputes  con- 
cerning property,  on  his  being  introduced  to  them 
chofe  him  for  their  umpire.  After  a  very  fair  decifion, 
we  are  informed  that  be  told  the  kings  he  intended  to 
return  to  his  ihip  which  lay  waiting  for  him.*   But . 

having^ 

*  The  Jinnber  of  meji  he  ^roMght      hundred  and  flfty>  fiftj  of  whom  ht 
,       fram  Spain  amounted  only  to  ooc^      had  Uft  behind  hian  at  the  port. 
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having  fakl  much  in  praife  of  the  fertility  of  the 
ifland,  the  kings  refolved  to  deftroy  him,  left  if  he 
ftould  return  in  fafety  to  Spain,  he  might  bring 
over  an  armed  force  from  thence  to  invade  their 
dominions.  On  this,  account,  one  of  thefe  princes 
purfued  Ich  with  a  krger  body  of  men  than  hif 
own.  Being  overtaken,  the  Milefian  and  his  com- 
pany fought  valiantly,  but  though  he  got  back  to 
the  (hip  he  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  engage- 
ment, to  the  great  grief  of  his  little  army,  wte), 
on  their  return,  excited  the  refentment  of  thfeir  coun- 
trymen;' who  Immediately  refolved  on  another  ex- 
pediti<Mi  to  Ireland  to  revenge  his  death.        ' 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  ambition  and  it  defire 
of  conquisft"^  were  motives  which  had  their  (hare 
in  this  undertaking. — The  expedition  was  conduft'-^ 
ed  by  the  fons  of  Milefius,  (their  father  being 
dead)  thefe  brouglit  with  them  a  numerous  body  ' 
of  men,  "who  errmarked  in  thirty  veflels  under 
forty  4ppr6ved  (Commanders,  afid  landed  not  with- 
out much  difficulty  on  the  Irifli  coaft,  a  great 
fog  or  miftr  having  very  much  perplexed  them  in 
their  attempt*,  at  length  however  they  carried 
their  point,  and  having  difembarked  their  men, 
Amergin,  one  of  the  Ions  of  Milefius  went  in 
pcrfon  to  the  kings  of  the  Tuatha  de  Danans,  and 
demanded  a  furrender  of  their  dominions,  or  elfe 
declared  that  he  would  give  them  battle,  in  order  • 
to  revenge  the  deatii  of  Ith,  whom  they  had  fo 
trcacheroufly  murdered. 

And  here  a  ftrange  circumftance  occurs  in  theKcitbi. 
hiflorv;  for  we  are  told,  thefe  princes  perceiving 
An^rgin  to  be,  a  man  of  great  judgement  and  can- 
dour, Acknowledged  that  they  were  not  prepared 
to  Bght  his  forces,  and  promifed  to  fubmit  to  fuch 
C'  2  con- 

*  Tbe  Bards  record  thai  th«  tK^t  thereby  tbcy  ctnfed  the  land 
Tuatha  de  Das  jus  raifcd  this  mrft  to  pefemble  a  hog*s  back,  from' 
by   their  eflchanrments^    aAi   add*  '   whcnc«  it  was  called  >wijie-IXUttd. 
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conditions  as  he  fhould  prefcribe,  adding^  at  the 
fame  time,  that  if  he  prefumed  to  a£t  unjuftly,  they 
would  certainly  take  advantage  of  their  fuperior 
art  xp  deftroy   him.     On  .this>  Amcrgin  propofecj 
(hat  hi£  Gadelians,  fhould  immediately  repair  on 
IJiip-boardj  and  then  if  the  Tuatha  de  Danahs 
could  hinder  their  landing,  again  that*  they  fhould 
depart,    but  if    it  fell  out    othcrwifc    the    for- 
mer fhould  have  the  ifland  delivered  up  to  them. 
Thevconfequence  was  that  the  terms  bemg  accept- 
ed, tt^e  GadeUans  had  no  fooner  weighed  anchor^ 
an4  removed  from  the  fhore,  than  a  violent  ftorm 
arofe,  which  difperfed  their  fleet,  dafhed  many  of 
their  fhips  to  pieces  againft  the  rocks^  and  de* 
&roye4;  five  of  the  fons  of  Milefius,  and  fome  of 
their   beil  commanders  %    among  thefe  perifbed 
that  Ir,  from  whom,  as  I  mentioned  above,  fom6 
(ay  tjie  ifle  derived  its  name.r-However,  Hcber» 
Hereipon,  aiui  Amergin,  throe  furviving  fons  of 
ISti^efius,  coming  on  fhore  with  the  (battered  rem- 
nants of  their  forces,  eng^ed  the  D^nonians  in 
XjKQ  bloody  battles^    one  of   which  was  fought 
^y  Heber   againfl    Eire,    the  wife  of   an    Inflx 
pnnce,   and  the  other  by  Heremoa  and  Amergin 
againfl  th^  whole  force  of  the  country:  in  the 
latter,  the  three  kings  being  flain^  thf  Mikfians 
remained  clear  vigors,  and  Heber  and  Heremon 
became  joint  rulers  of  Ireland.  ^ 

,  There  is  fgniething  extraordinary  in  this  rela- 
tion ;  for  not  to  mention  that  the  ftorm  in  which 
the  Milefians  fufFered  fo  much,  is  faid  to  have 
been  raifed  by  the  forcery  of  the  Tuatha  de  Da- 
nans,  it  fcems  a  little*  flrange  that  Amergin  know- 
ing the  trouble  his  people  had  in  their  firft  at- 
tempt to  land  upon  the  coaft,  fhould  (after  the 
e^enay  had  confcfled  their,  weaknefs)  of  his  own 
accord  reduce  them  to  the  probability  of  fuch  a 
rifque  again.--*I  know  very  well  that  in  ancient 

'    tiime% 
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times,  whenp'Fame  only  was  the  objeft  of  conten- 
tion, whole  tirraies  would  foxnetimcs  challenge  each 
other  to  a  pitched  and  equal  battle,  but  where 
revenge  and  a  tliirft  of  dominion*  were  united, 
where  treachery  had  already  been  ufcd  on  the  one 
fide,  and  no  dependance  could  be  ^placed  by  the 
other,>  conceflions  likfe  thefe  were  by  no  means  to  ^ 
be  expefted,  and  if  the  Milefian  chief  fo  circum^ 
ftanced  really  made  fuch,  his  gencrofity  was  more 
to  be  admired  than  his  prudence,  and  it. was  rather 
owing  to  chance  than  to  any  condudt  of  bis  that . 
all  the  Gadelians  were  not  utterly  deftroyed. 

Indeed  through  the  Irilh  writers  have  given  the 
above  account,  yet  if  I  were  to  offer  a  conjefture, 
I  fhould  rather  lufped  that  the  Milefians  failed  in 
their  firft  attempt  upon  Ireland,  and  their  Re€t 
being  difperfed  by  a  tempeft,  they  were  driven  oh 
different  par^s  ot  the  coaft,  where  probably  they 
were  relieved  by  the  Firl^Bolgsor  Belgians,  whom 
we  mentioned  before,  and  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  them,  at  laft  proved  too  ftrong  for  the  Tua- 
tha  de  Danans  or  Dannonians,  who  little  ejtpe6ted 
their  return,  arid  fo  became  matters  of  the  coun- 

This,  indeed,  is  but  a  conjefture ;  but  the  ac- 
count before  me  is  fuch  as  warrants  in-H!he  abrupt 
claim-r-the  voluntary  refcinding  it — the*  tempeft 
raifed  by  enchantment — the  fhattered  remains  of 
iliipwrecked  forces  victorious,  and  in  twd  engage- 
ments deciding  the  fate  of  the  ifland — all  thefe 
circumftandes  ftrongly  indicate,  that  ibnidthing 
has  been  concealed  or  omitted.— —In  fuch  cafes 
the  furmifes  of  the  hiftorian  are  warrantable,  when 
they  are  fupported  by  probability  and  delivered 
only  as  fuch,  not  intruded  upon  the  belief  or 
judgment  of  the  reader.— 

It  is.  here  to  be  noticed,  that  thefe  MUefians  or 

Gadelians  whom  we  have  mentioned  as  conquer^ 

€rs  of  Ireland,  wer4  the-defcehdantrof  ^  vsrliant 

C  3  tribe. 
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tribe,  which  is  faid  to  have  originated  in  Egypt, 
and  according  to  fomc  writers,  refided  there 
«  the  time  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  in  bon^ 

Kettjii>  dage.  And  it  is  from  Gadelas  ;  the  fon  of  Niul, 
whom  they  aver  to  be  cotemporary  with  Mofea, 
that  they  pretend  to  derive  their  name  and 
lineage.  Egypt,  Crete,  Scythia,  Gothland,  Thrace 
and  Spain,  are  laid  to  have  been  filled  with  tlieir  ex- 
ploits, till  at  length  the  reftlefsnef&of  the  Spaniards^ 
a  famine,  and  other  concurring  circumftances 
obliged  a  particular  tribe  among  them,  diftinguifht^ 
cd  by  the  name  of  Breoghan,  to  think  of  leeking 
new  poflHiions,  which  at  length  they  found  in 
Ireland. 

[Keating  intimates  that  Gadelas  being  bitten  by 
a  ferpent,  was  cured  by  Mofes,  and  that  his  pofterity 
where  ever  they  earner  were  ever  after  fecure  fronn 
venomous  anjmals,fo  that,  according  tp  thisaflertion, 
Ireland  owed  th^  blelTm^  of  being  free  from  thefc 
creatures  to  the  fettlem^tof  theGadelians  amongft 
them,  many  centuries  before  St.  Patrick  was  born  % 
but  one  fable  is  as  eafily  related  ^  another,  and 
both  will  obtain  jin  equal  degree  of  credit  from  the 
judicious  reader.] 

Wwne/.  i(  lias  been  obferved,  by  Wartier,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fables  interfperled  among  thefe  accounts 
of  the  voyages  of  the  Qadelians,  yet  the  faft  of 
their  conqueft  of  Spain,  fcems  to  be  as  well  afcer- 
taine4  V  any  other  of  fuch  an  ancient  date,  an<[ 
immediately  after. he  fubjoins  a  parallel  of  the 
antiquities  of  the  Irifh  with  thofe  of  other  nations^ 
as  drawn  out  by  Mr.  O'Connor,  with  oppofitc 
columns  of  foreign  tcftimonic^  and  native  Irifti  \ 

which 

"*  The  Authorities  mentioned  are  as  follows  i 

rOREIGN    TESTXM0NXB6.  NATIVE     IRISH. 

!•  An    emigraQt    nation    of     I.  Iberian   Scots,     a    people 

•     Ibcriana,  from  the  borders         boi^eringon   the  Eaxine 

ofthe^EiUcii^  HVdCafpisia        fea,'  werp    txpeU^d    their 

feas 
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which  tend  in   part  to  prove  the  truth  of  what 

the  Irilh   bards  have  aflerted,  relative  to  the  pe- 

C  4  regrinations 


^3 


*P0REIOK    TESTIMONIES., 

Teas    fettled    anciently    in 
Spain,  (a) 

JI.  A  colony  of  the  Spaniards 
hy  the  name  of  Scots  fettled 
in  Ireland,  an4  in  the 
fourth  age  of  the  world.'  (b) 


UL  The  Phoenicians  who  firft 
introduced  letters  and  arts 
in  Europe,  had  an  early 
copuncice  with  the  Iberian 
Spaniards  (c) 

IV.  NU,  Belns,  Sihor,  Ofihor, 
Toth,  C^anins,  Sec  were 
famous  ^ypuan  warriors 
who  filled  the  world  with 
the  fame  of  their  exploits. 

(d) 

v.  The  Egyptian  conqueror 
of  Spain,  got  the  emphati- 
cal  name  of  the  hero  of 
Hercules,  (e) 

VI.  Nil,  Sihor,  Ofihor,  &c 
fucceeded  to  the  Phceni- 
dans,  in  cultivating  and 
inftrufting  feveral  nations. 

Vn.  In  |he  days  of  Hercules, 


NATIVE    IRISH. 

parent  country,  and,  after 
fcv^ral  adventures,  fettled 
ultimately  in  Spain,  (a) 

n.  Rinea  Scait,  ,the  Scots 
and  the  poAerity  of  the 
Iberian  Scots,  were  a  co- 
lony of  Spaniards,  who 
fettled  in  Inland,  about  a 
thoufand  years  before  Chrill. 
(b) 

III.  The  ancient  Iberian  Scots 
learned  the  ufe  of  letters 
on  the  continent  from  a  ce- 
lebrated Phenius,  from 
whom  thc^took  the  name 
of  Phosniaans.  (c) 

rV.  Nihul,  Bileus,  Sru,  iEfru, 
Tait,  and  Ogaman,  were 
mighty  in  Egypt,  and  in 
ieveral  other  countries,  (d) 


V.  A   great  hero  famous  in 
Egypt,    got  the  name  of 
Golamh    and   Milea  -  Ef« 
paine,  i.  e.  the  conqueroi^ 
or  herb  of  Spain,  (e) 

VI.  NittI,  Sru,  i^iru,  &c. 
fucceeded  to  Phenius  in 
teaching  the  ufe  of  arts  and 
letters,  (f) 

Vn.  The  conqueft  of  Spain 
or 


(a)  Ruaeroi  ex  Appiaii,  ad  >Caei4, 

lib.  Newtoa  Chioa.  OubJ.  cdtc. 

p.  lO. 
Cb).  Buchan  paflim   Ware,  chap.  f. 

Hiftar.  Diffirrtat.  by.Ward,p.iii. 
(c)  Strabo,   lib.  ill.  Univcy.  Kift. 

V.  iviii.  Dub.  edit.  p.  |S»»3« 

id)  Ncwton'i  ChroD,  paflim. 
e)  Ncnirton,  ibid. 
U)  NcwtQB,  ibid. 


(a)  Leba'r.  Cabala,  paiBm  Keating^ 
book  i.  paffiin  OfygUy  p.  66. 

(b)  Leb.  Gab.  paTi.  Og.  p.  3,  Waid« 
p.  3»*« 

(c)  Lcb.  Oab.  pafs.  Ogy.  p.  €3,  asi, 
349.  Kcat.  book  i. 

|d)  lieb.  Gab.  ubi.  Aip.  paffin. 
e)  Omnca  Hibeni. 
[f)  Lcb.    Gab.  pafr.   Keatiag  ca 
Pfah.  Ca&cl,  book  i. 
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regrinadons  of  theie  GadelianS)  who  according  to 
their  account  mufthavc  been  extraordinary  voyagers, 
and  no  lefs  extraordinary  conquerors. 

Indeed  were  it  not  for  many  concurring  tcftimo- 
nics,  one  might  well  be  led  to  doubt  the  truth  of 
this  relation,  when  we  confidertd  it  as  coming 
from  a  fet  of  men  who  were  fo  fond  of  anti- 

Siities,  that  in  their  account  of  the  firft  colonies^ 
ey  chofe  to  afcribc  the  peopling  the  country 
to  Cain's  daughter,  Noah's  niece,  or  to  a  race 
of  men  that  had  travelled  over  half  the  world  for 
a  courfe  of  years  in  fearch  of  adventures,  rather 
than  to  the  natives  of  a  neighbouring;  illand 
who  might  have  arrived  there  in  the  ^ace  of 
g  day. — However,  as  the  ftory  of  the  ancient 
orisin  of  the  Gadelians  feems  better  fupported, 
I  mall  not  pretend  to  deny  it ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  J  coula  not  prevail  on  myfclf  with  Keating, 
to  relate  their  treaty  with  Moles  in  Egypt*  nor 
follow  thorn  through  the  long  fucceiTion  of  their 
adventures,  as  exhibited  by  the  ancient  bards  in 
their  heroic  tales,  which  have  already  furn$lhed 
ys  with  fuch  a  numbg*  of  fidtipns.t^ 
Htbef  awl  Hcber  4nd  Hereipon  had  not  been  long  fcttjed 
""  "  in  Ireland,  before  difputes  began  to  break  out 
between  them  ;  the  firft  conteft  they  had  was, 
to  which  of  them  a  poet  and  a  mufician.  Whom  they 
jiad  brought  along  with  them  in  their  expedition, 

ibould 

fORBIQN    TESTIMONIES.  VATIVE    IRISH. 

or  the  Egyptian  conqueror  together    with   a    dropgth 

of  Spain  9  a  great  drought  which  happened  at  the  fame 

is  reported  to  have  barden-  time,    forced   the    Iberian 

i^aereat  part,  of  the  earth.  Scots  to  fly  into  IreL^. 

te)  (g) 

VIB.  The  Hercules,  or  hero  VIII.  Milea  Efpanie,  or  the 
of  Spain,  is  reported  to  be  ^ero  of  Spain,  was  the  foil 
the;  fon  of  Belus.  (b)         '         oC^eleus.  (h) 

(l)  Kewto^  P*  9S9 13X*  Ovid  M^      (g}  Ibid. 

•tim.  fib.  ii. 
(k)  Ncwtoa,  pt(ta.  ik)  Xbi^*  ^*  P*  *}• 
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ihould  belong :    this  however  was  at  length  de- 
tcnnmed  by  ieperating  the  two  artifts,    and  re- 
ferring the  deci(%i  ;o  lots,    whcp  the  mufician 
fell  to  Heber*s  (hiire,  and  the  poet  to  Hercmoa*s.— ♦• 
But  foon  after  another  contention  broke  out  be- 
tween them,  which  proved  a  fa(al  one. — It  was 
occa(i(»iQd  by  the  ambition  of  the  wife  of  Heber, 
9rhQ  being  in  pofleflion  of  two  out  of  three  of 
^e  mod  TCautiful  vales  in   the  land*    declared 
ihe  fhou}d    never  reft  until  ihe  was  miftrefs  of 
the  third.  This  being  in  the  d:vifion  of  Heremon, 
ihe  prevailed  on  her  hufband  to  demand  it,  and 
he  receiving  a  denial,  ihe  urged  him  to  fuppprt 
his  claim  with  the  fword.     The  prince  was  weak 
enough'  to  comply,  and  the  battle  of  Geifol  was 
the  con&quence,    in  which  Hebcr  was    defeat* 
ffd  and  flain,  and  Heremon  became  fole  monarch 
of  the  whole  ifland ;  neverthelefs  he  was  frequenter 
ly  difturbed  and  his  claim  comefted  ;  and  in  one 
of   thefe   difputes    Amergin,  his  only  iurviving 
brother  was  (lain,  with  vfhcm  ended  all  the  fac- 
tions  of  his  time,  and  peace  was  reftored  to  th« 
land. 

But  this  peace  was  interrupted  by  an  invafion 
of  the  Britons,  who  ravaged  fome  parts  of  the 
province  ci  JLeinfter,  and  making  ufe  of  poifoned 
weapons,  as  the  Iri(h  report,  began  to  grow  very 
formidable  to  them;  nor  did  they  get  rid  of 
thefe  interlopers,  till  a  body  of  Pidbs*  fecking 
habitations  landed  on  their  coails. — 1  hefe  being  a 

warlike 

*  Tl^dc  PiAf|    ^y  the  old  re-  ceaeri^  lie  feifedon  fome  Frencll 

rordi,  were  a  people  of  Thrace,  to  ihipSy  and  Aanding  oflf  to  fea.  Iande4 

the    kiof  of  whi«h  country  they  at  Wcxiord — Th^  add  that  theio 

were  fubfidaries  »  bat  the  Thpciaa  Pii^^  flipwed  their  hofts  a.  rnethod 

monarch  plotting  ta  debauch  their  of  corintf  the  wounds   infliAed  by 

|;ener4l*8   daughter    they  deftioyed  the  poiJlonH  weapons  of  the  Bri^ 

him»  apd  withdrew  tp  France,  hut  tons,  which,  was  no  other  thap  thai 

the  lldy   being  very  beautiful,   was  of  ufiag  the  mlUt  of  certain  white- 

fooiv  in  the  fanus  dan^.  from  th«  faced  cows    by   wny   of  wiwu^ 

Jtiag.  qC  that  country,  which  deiign  application, 
heing  likewifc    dtl'covere^  by    the 
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warlike  people,  they  ailbciated  with  them  againft 
tlieir  enemies,  who  being  unable  to  withftand 
their  united  forces,  were  defeacg^and  driven  back 
again,  and  thus  the  country  was  delivered  from 
their  depjedations. 

But  when  the  Pifts  had  thus  fcrved  their 
allies,  they  began  alfo  to  think  of  ferving  them- 
felves.  As  they  liked  the  ifland,  they  defigned  to 
get  poflefllon  at  leall  of  the  province  of  Ixiniler, 
and  to  make  it  a  retreat  for.  them  after  all  their 

wanderings. Heremon    having  notice  given 

him  of  their  intentions,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
.  fuch  a  force  as  (hey  could  not  refift  \  thereupon 
diefe    new  comers  fued  for  peace^    which  wasr 
granted,    but  on  condition  that  they  fhould  quit 
Ireland  with  all  convenient  fpeed :  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  intimated  to  them,  that  there  were 
ieveral  iflands  to  the  north-eaftward,  where  they 
might  make  a  fettlement.    To  this  propofal  the 
Pi£ts  confented,  but  could  not  help  reprefenting 
(as  was  really  the  cafe)  that  they  had  not  a  fuffi- 
cient   number    of  fennks,    for   the  purpofe  of 
colonization,    as  thefe    idands    were  reprefented 
to    them  as    uninhabited.      The  Irifh  monarch  . 
allowing  the  juftice  of  their  plea,  allotted  them  a 
number  of  widows  of  that  country,  whom  they 
married  and  took  away  with  them,    having  firft 
entered  into  an  engagement,  that  when  they  fliould 
be  poffcflcd  of  3ie  government  of  thofc  lands^ 
they  would  give  the  preference,  in  point  of  fuc« 
ceflion  to  the  female  line.      Thefe  preliminaries 
being  agreed  upon,  the  Fi£ts  embarked,  and  were 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  fetdement  in  the 
Hebrides,  and  the  north  of  Scotland  where  they 
held  the  dominion,  through  a  line  of  fevcnty  fuc- 
Wanier.     cefllve  kings :    "  And  thefe  Pidls  (fays  a  modern 
"writer)   became  afterwards  the  Caledonian  Bri^ 
^^  tons  whofe  original  was  from  Scythia,  who  in 

•  «  the 
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.^*  the  tiirte  Of  Afflricola  were  a  very  conliderable 
^*  people  both  for  number  and  valour,  and 
^  who  were  rcoEiarkable  in  antiquity  for  painting 
'*  their  bodies."-r-Thoiigh  .  the  lame  author  is  of 
opinion  (wd  I  believe  with  great  juftice)  that  the 
Jriih  writers  have  placed  this  expedition  of  the 
Pi£b  too  early,  in'  point  of  time,  a  method  which 
they  feem  rather  to  aflfcd  through  all  their  hiftory, 
and  which  feems  to  be  an  error  they  have  run  into, 
from  the  high  notions  they  enteruined  of  the  an- 
tiquity of  their  country.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  faft, 
which  informs  ys  of  the  origin  of  the  famous 
Fidbili  Nation  in  Britain,  which  continued  till  the 
rci^  of  Keneth  11.  of  Scotland,  who  fubverted 
their  dominion  and  totally  extirpated  them  from 

the  Ifland. 

Heremon,  the  firft  Milefian  Monarch  of  Ireland 
died  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  at  a  place 
called  Airgiod  Rois,   and  his  three  fons  Muim-  Mutmhnc  . 
hne,  Luighne  and  Lailhne,  fucceeding  him  reigned  tlUmncV 
jointly  for  three  years, when  Muimhne  dieda  natural 
death,  and  the  two  other  brothers  were  flain  at 
the  batdeof  Ard  Ladbran,  by  £r,Orbna,  Fearon,  Cr,  Orboa, 
jmd  Feargna  four  fons  of  Hebcr  Fionn  who  fuc-**' 
ceedcd  them,  but  reigned  only  one  year,   being 
flain  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  in  an  engage- 
ment by  Irial  the  fon  of  Heremon.— This  Irialrnau 
fat  on  the  throne  for  ten  years,  as  did  his  fon 
Ethrial  after  him  for  twenty*,  Ethrial  was  flain Etbriai. 
m  fight  by  a  fon  of  Hebcr,  named  Conmaol  who^^*^" 
after  fought  twenty-Bve  pitched  battles,   agaihft 
the  Heremonian  family,  in  all  of  which  he  was 
vi£tor,  except  the  laft,  which  he  loft  together  with 
his  life,  and  was  fucceedeci  by  Tighermas,  of  the 

race 

^  This  Sthrial  ii  fi|i4  to  bAfs      aad  to  hart  written  the  Adrentni;^ 
H»  a  prtBCC  of  grcAt    lenfiiiag,      of  the  whole  MUefiao  Colooji 
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Tifhermt9.'|^(^  0f  HcTCinoit— This  prfaice  had  contiiiua] 
wars  with  the  family  of  Heber  Fkmn  whom  he 
routed  in  twenty  fevcn  battles,  and  deftroyed  mcSft 
of  their  adherents.  He  reignfld  twenty  three  years 
o^Fiaharty.  aud  dying  *  there  was  an  interregnum  of  about  fevefi 
Achy  I.  years  more,  after  which  a  fon  of  Ith,  called  Achy 
£adgothach  was  raifiid  to  the  throne,  who  made  cer- 
^in  laws  whereby  the  quality  of  every  perfon  in  the 
kingdom  (houjid  be  diftingiulhed  by  his  dnefs,  a 
Gave  to  wear  but  one  colour,  a  Mdkr  two,  im  officer 
^hrce,  a  gentleman  four,  the  notulity  were  per- 
miued  to  have  five,  and  the  king  himfetf  was  not  to 
exceed  fix  colours,  ai^  of  the  fame  number  might 
ihc  habit  of  philofophcrs,  bards  and  hien  of  learn- 
ing confill. — This  monarch  was  fl^in  by  two  defceiv. 
dants  of  that  Ir,  who  was  the  (irft  royal  Milefians 
that  died  in  Ireland.  Thefe  two  princes  governed 
by  turns  for  the  fpace  ^  forty  years,  and  were 
the  firft  Irifh  kings  that  came  out  of  Ulfter. — 
Their  names  were  Scormnia  and  Sobhatrce.— 
Sobhairce  was  killed  by  Eo^haidh  Meon,  and 
Cearmns  wasfiain  by  Eoehaidh  Paobhorglas,  a 
prince  of  the  family  cf  Heber  Fionn,  in  tjie  battle 
of  Dunn  Cearmna. 
^chyFaob-  Eochaid  (or  Achy)  Faobharglas,  (fon  of  Con*- 
*^  *  maol,  fon  of  Heber  Fionn)  was  fo  called  from  the 
greai  colour  of  his  fword  and  javelins.  He 
obfiged  the  Pifts  whom  we  have  mentioned  that 

were 

*  Tb«  Irifli  writers  aficrt  that  fee  far  ai  to  worib^  a  pkogjbikare  tnA 

was  the  firft  who  introduced  idolatr/  a  log  of  wood. 
into  t)i#   inaAd>   an^  that  he  wai  In  Tighermat*i  rogn  mafly  fi^ 

ftruclc.dead,  as  were  mpAr  of    hlis  Areams  broke  cot  and  th?  cokmft 

people,   as    he  was  wor/hiping    an  of  purple,   green,   and^blue,   were 

ildol'  that  fae  had   fee  tip.«-*The7  r«id  to  have  been  firft  iovented  m 

muft  mean  that  be  was  the  AriV  of  Ireland  io  bis  time.    He  alfo  feenii 

the' Milefian  race  that  adopted  this  to  haTe'h!d  Tome  kind  of  fnonda- 

'ft^ci,  for  we  have  already  feen  tion  for  thofe  dUHnAions  in  dreft 

that  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  which  his  fucceHbr  afterwards  im- 

Tuatha  de  Danant,.  the  inhabiunts  proved,  and. reduced  into  a  kind  of 

'  of  Ireland  adored   Ufe'Snnj'  nay  lump  Curry  law, 
ticy  evt»  c*rrkd'  their  ignorance  ro 
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vere  fettled  in  the  Highlands,  to  pay  han  homa^ 
and  tribute.  After  leigning  tw^ntf-years  ud 
gainiog  many  Ti£tories,  he  was  at  laft  flain  by  a 
|Hrince  of  the  Heremonian  line,  at  the  battle  of 
Cormao. 

Fiachadh  Labhruine,  the  fon'  of  Snubrgoil,  tfaerbchaah 
fonofEanbothadh,  fon  of  Tighcrmas  abcyvetrten- '^~'"^- 
IBoned  obtained  the  vidory  at  the  battle  of  Cor«' 
nrian,  Ibcceeded  to  the  crown,  and  ragned  jmo^ 
9arch  ^  Ireland  twenty-four  years*    He  is  £udi  to 
have  been  iurnamcd  Labfarainc^   beqiufb  b  hii 
ome  the  lake  of  thkt  name  b^anto  flow.  >  Aftei? 
having  atchicrel  many  great  adventures,   among 
which  the  Irifli  reckon,  his  having  obliged  the 
Scots   (as  fab  predeceflor  Ind  done  the  n£hr)  to 
pay  him .  tnfautev  :he  was.  flaiii  at  the  battte  o£ 
Bealgadian  fighting  a^infl!  the  family^of  Heber; 
\  Achy  Mumfaf^'ilie  fi»  of  Mofdbbis^  die  fen-^'^^ 
of  Achy  Faobhor^ar  of  the  Unci  of  Heber  Fiomi, 
who  flew  the  kfl:  Mentioned  prinoe  reigned  twenty- 
two  years,  and  was^at  lafl:  defeated  and  flain  byi 
the  fi>n  of  fjachadh  LaUmiine^  of  die  line  oS 
Hemron. 

This  Prinice  was  named  Aimus  QUmuchach^Angnt  011- 
In  his  father's  life  time  he  had  mewn  great  marks'""^  ^ 
of  military  flcill  and  courage,  and  now  having 
revenged  his. death,  he.  reigi^  &r  eighteen  years 
but  was  at  length  killed  in  batde.— Jn  hb  rdgn^ 
maiiy  woods,  were  cleared  land,  three  lakes  beg^ 
to  flow. 

Eadna  Airgtheach  grandfon  of  Achy  F»hotKla$*J^^*j^^^^ 
fucceeded  biip,  who  reigned  witk.  sieat  magfiniA' 
cenoe,  and  cauied  filver  fliidds  luid  ta^ts  to  faqr 
given'  to  fuch  as  diftinguifliedthemfelves  by  their 
military  eaqiloits.—- 

Roctheachta  the  fon  of  Maine,  the  fon  of  theJ^otheachta 
laft  mentioned  Angus  killed  Eadna  Airgtheach,  and; 
fucceeded  him  on  the  throne }  but  after*  a  neign  of 

twenty- 
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twenty  •five  years  he  was  (lain  by  a  prince  of'  the 
Hne  of  Ir,  at  Rath  Cuachain. 

Swdhni  Seadhna  who  flew  him  reigned  in  his  ftead. 
This  monarch  wj^s  the  fifth  in  dcfcent.  He  fell 
by  the  hands  of  his  own  fon,  after  he  had  governed 
the  ifland  for  the  fpace  of  five  years. 

Fiachtdh        His  fon  Fiachadh  fumamed  Fionfgothadi  fuc- 

t^^  ceeded  him,  reigned  twenty  years  and  was  killedr 
by  Muinheamhoin,  the  fon  of  Cas'Clothacb,       '  • 

Mmnhcam-.  Muinheamhoin  was  the  nmtK  in  deTcent  fron:T 
Heber  *Pionn,i  on  whofe  right  he  founded  his 
cl^a  to.the  government,  which  he  obtained  onthc 
death  of  his  predeceflbr.  Tliis  nionarch  ordained 
that  the  ^tlemen  of  Ireland  {houkl  wear  a  chain 
about  their  hecks^  at  a  mark  c^.diftm&ion.  He 
alfo  beftowed  helmets  with  the  neckband  forcpieccs; 
of  gold,  upon  fhe  naoff  defaring  men  ih  his  army.. 
•r^-Thia  magnificent  prince  un^^Euhacely  died  of 
the  peftUence,  it  Magh  Aidhnc. .  ;:  '-  ^ 

Aidcrgoidh. .  Aldci^idh,/hi5  fon^  fuccecded  Jiim,  and  ti-ead- 
ing  m  the  fteps  of  his  father,  wa&  remarkable  for 
the  rewards-he  b€;^ioed  on  merit.  iHe  was  the  firit 
who  introduced  the  cuftom  of  wearing  gold  rin^in 
Ireland,  which  he  diftributed  to  fuch  as  excelled 
in  the  arts  and  fciences. — He  was  flain  in  battle,' 
and  was  fuccecded  by 

o\hm  Ollam    Fodhla   the  fon  of  Fiachadh    Fionf- 

***  **  gothach  beforcnnfentibned,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  a- 
pritice  diftinguiihed^  £br  many  amiable  qualities, 
out  above  all  for  his  wifdom  and  knowledge.  He 
inftituted  many  'uleful  laws,  and  is  befides  faid 
to  tave  undert^en  to  tranfmit  to  poftcrity  the 
voyages  and  adventures  of  his  anccftors,  from 
the  days  of  the  Scythians  to  his  own  times, 
and  wds  as  much  diftinguifhed  by  the  public  peace 
and  tranquility  the  people  enjoyed  during  this 
period,  as  the  reigns  of  his  anceftors  hcd  been 
oy  their  wan  and  commotions. 

The 
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The  Iriflx  writers  affcft  that  the  Milefians,  whca 
they  firfl  went  on  their  expedition  to  Ireland^  borer 
in  their  itandard  a  dead  ferpent  and  the-  rod  oi 
Moies^  in  memory  of  their  Qadelian  ancq^^brs^ 
However  that  be,  Ollam  Fodhla  imagining,  that  if 
a  general  device  were  an  incentive  to  the  arpiy  in 
general  to  behave  with  courage,  fo  particular  pq^^ 
might  be  an  improvement  upon  that  plan,  and 
came  fuch  an  emulation  among  the  feveralcom-i 
maoders,  as  might  be  a  peculiar  fpur  to  the  cou^ 
rage  qf  each  -,  tor  which  purpoie  he  inftituted  a  &( 
of  lieralds,  whom  he  ordered  to  affign  a  parqculac 
coat  of  ar^Ti^  to  every  great  peffon,  which  beipg 
blazoned  qn  his  banner,  might  ferve  to  diftinRuifh 
iiimin  battle^^  that  his<nerits  or  demerits  might  be 
known  and  thathe^ight  be  treated  accordingly.  For 
they  were  even  attended  to  the  field,  as  we  are  told, 
by  their  bards  and  others  "s/hofe  tafk  it  was,  to  notice 
and  record  their  anions,  wh^ch  y^as  recorded  among 
the  anecdotes  of  their  particular  tribes  and.  family.  . 

But  above  all,  this  monarch  was  remarkable  for 
eftabliffatng  the  royal  afiembl v  of  Teamor  or  Tarah,- 
which  was  convened  every  three  years  to  raife  the 
bws,   and  to  fettle  the  records  ox  the  kingdom.—i^ 

^^  This  illuftrious  aflembly,  fays  Keating,  was 
called  by  the  name  of  Feis  Feambrach,  which^ 
jfignifies  a  general  meeting  of  the  nobility,  g^ntry^ 
priefts,  hiftorians,  and  men  of  learning,  and  per- 
fi)ns  dillinguiihed  by  their  abilities  in  all  arts  and- 
profeflions.  They  met  by  a  royal  fummons  in  a,  ^ 
parliamentary  manner,  once  every  three  years  at; 
the  palace  of  Tarah,  to  debate  upon  the  moft  im- 
portant concerns  of  ftate,  where  they  enaded  newj' 
laws  and  repealed  fuch  as  were  ufelefs  and  burdeii- 
fome  to  the  fubjefi:,  and  confulted  nothing  but  the 
public  benefit  in  all  their  refolutions.  In  thisi 
affcmbly  the  ancient  records  of  the  ifland  were, 
pcn;ifed  and  examined,  and  if  any  faUehoods  were 

detedled. 
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detefted,  they  were  inftantly  crafed,  that  pdft^rity 
might  not  be  impofed  upon  by  falfe  hiftory ;  and  the 
author  who  had  the  inf^nce  to  abufc  the  world  by 
his  relation,  either  by  perverting  mattcra  of  faft  and 
lepi^fenting  them  in  improper  colours,  or  by  fancier 
iiid,  inventions  of  his  own.  Was  folemnly  degraded,- 

'  from  the  honour  of  fitting  in  that  aflembly,  and  watf 
£finifled  with  a  n>ark6f  infamy  upon  hifii.  His  worker 
Kkewife  were  dcftroyed,  as  unworthy  of  credit,  and 
were  not  tobe  admitted  into  the  atchieves,or  received 
among  the  records  of  di&  kingdom :  nor  was  this  ex^ 
pulfion  the  whole  of  his  punifhment,  for  he  waaf 
liable  t6  fine  6r  imprifonmcnt,  or  whatever  fen- 
fence  the  joftice  o£  the  parliament  thoii^t  pro- 
per to  inflift;  By  thefe  methods^,  either  but  o^ 
fear  or  fcandal,  or  difgrace,   or  of  lofing    their 

.  eftatesi,  their  pertfioriS,  and  ehdowrtiehts,  and  of 
ftilfering  pcriiapiij  fOme  corporal  correction,  the 
hiltorians  of  thoftf  ages  were  induced  to  be  very^ 
clK^  in  their  relations,  and  to  tranfmit  nothing 
ft>  after  times,  but  what  had  pafied  this  folemn 
teft  and  eJcamination,  and  was  recommended  by^ 
the  fandlion  and  authority  of  this  learned  afiem- 

bly/' 

Thus  fer  Keating. — If  things  were  ordered  with 
foch  regularity  in  thefe  rcfpefts  in  the  time  of 
Oltam  Fodhla,  it  wer«  to  be  wi(Ked  they  had  air- 
ways beenfo,  then  had  we  not* been  perplexed 
with  fuch  monftmus  tales  and  contradidory  ac- 
counts' as  for  the mdftpart  fill  up th(5  firft  ftages  of 
tlie  Iri(h  Hiftory.  Though  even  with  regard  to  thefe 
nfafters,  which  are  extracted  from  the  Pfalter  of 
Tarah-as  it  was- called,  many  of  thtm  are  fuch  zH 
wfll  not  pafs  upon^very  one  for  authentic.  Indeed- 
though-this  afltjmbly  might  regulat*  fuch  points 
of  Kiltery,  as  came  within  their  i*niediate  knoMT- 
kdgCj  yet  as  to  relations  of  a  more  ancient  date,  it  is 
likely  they  received  them  upon  tradition  or  left* 

them 
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them  as  they  found  them,  in  matters  which  feemed 
to  redound  to  the  honour  of  their  country,  and 
where  nobody  was  obliged  to  prove  a  negative ;  fo 
that,  on  account  of  thcle  circumftances  end  the  neg- 
ligence of  fucceeding  princes,  it  is  a  lamentable 
truth  that  the  good  Ollam  Fodhla  loft  his  labour, 
and  notwithftanding  this  pompous  account  we  find 
great  part  of  the  Irifh  hiftory  at  leaft  as  full  of  per- 
plexities as  that  of  any  other  nation  in  Europe. 

But  to  proceed — Six  days  before  the  feflion  be* 
gan,  the  members  of  this  aflcmbly  fpcnt  in  feafting 
and  reciprocal  a6U  of  civility  and  hofpitality.  The 
place  of  meeting  was  a  convenient  room,  in  the 
palace  beforenientioned,  which  was  long  and  nar* 
row,  the  range  of  feats  being  fet  on  each  fide, 
and  the  table  fixed  in  the  middle,  a  proper  fpace 
was  allowed  between  the  feats  and  the  wall,,  and 
at  the  ends  of  the  table  for^thc  fervants  to  attend 
and  pafs  to  and  fro  during  the  feaft. 

A  magnificent  entertainment  being  provided,  as 
ibon  as  it  was  placed  upon  the  table,  the  room  was 
cleared,  and  the  trumpet  was  three  times  founded 
by  order  of  th^  grand  marfhal.  At  the  firft'  blaft, 
all  the  Ihicld-bearers  that  belonged  to  the  princes 
and  nobility  came  to  the  door,  and  there  delivered 
their  ihields  to  the  great  marftial,  who  by  the 
herald*s  direftion,  hung  them  up  m  their  order, 
upon  the  wall,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  table,  each 
being  diftinguifiied  by  the  particular  device  it  bore. 
At  the  fecond  blaft,  the  target- bearers  of  the  mili- 
tary officers  attended  to  deliver  their  targets  which 
\»ere  hung  up  in  like  manner,  in  other  places.— 
This  ceremony  being  ended,  at  the  third  blaft,  the 
kings  and  princes  and  all  the  reft  of  the  company 
entered  the  apartment,  and,  each  taking  his  place 
under  his  ftiield,  the  whole  entertainment  was  con- 
duded  with  the  greateft  good  order  and  decorum. 
Vol.  I.  D  The 
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The  fix  days  appointed  for  feafting  being  ended, 
and  the  antiquities  of  the  kingdom  having  been  ex^ 
amined  as  above,  related^  the  feveral  orders  began 
to  examine  into  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  dis- 
putes between  particular  provinces  and  particular 
men  were  impartially  determined.  And  firft,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  the  king  not  apprehending  that 
any  court  could  exill  without  a  power  to  prefervc 
icfelf  from  infults  (a  fccret  which  >as  left  to  the 
ixjifdom  of  later  ages  to  find  out),  in  order  to  give 
his  people  a  juft  fcnfe  of  the  importance  of  this  af- 
fembly,  conftituted  feveral  laws  to  fecure  theii  pcr- 
fons  and  the  dignity  of  thofe  who  compofed  it ; 
among  which  there  was  one  ordinance  that  made 
it  death  without  redemption  to  ftrikc  6r  any  way 
moleft  a  member  of  this  parliament  during  the 
fcfucnr— Rapes  being  in  general  looked  upon  at  that 
time  as  mere  matters  oi'  gallantry^  to  fupprefs  this 
depravity  of  the  young  men,  a  decree  was  pafled  ia 
the  aflembly  of  Tarah  which  declared  it  a  capital 
crime  to  ravifh  any  female,  and  that  the  offenders 
againft  this  ftatute  might  have  no  hope  of  mercy» 
the  monarch  bound  himfelf  never  to  forgive  zhy 
perfon  who  fliould  be  convicled  of  fuch  an  out- 
rage.— This  may  lerve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  fpirit 
of  their  laws,  which  in  general  were  juft  and  well 
adapted  to  the  manners  of  the  people,  who  perhaps 
had  never  lived  fo  happily  under  any  prince  fmce 
their  firft  fettlqment  in  the  ifiand  as  under  this 
OUam  Fodhla.* 

Amidft 

•  The  order  In  which  the  liTrm-  King  of  Leinfter  oppofite  to  him, 

bly  of  Tarah  was  difpofcd  when  they  and  the  King  of  Connaught  behind 

met  in  their  parliamentary  capacity  the  throne;  the  iu>bilityyecclefiafticty 

was  this :  A  throne  was  crcflcd  in  civil  and  military  officers,    and  the 

the  midft  of  a  room  of  ftatc,    on  deputies  of  prorinces   were  mnge^ 

which  the  monarch  W2S  placed  with  neareft  the  particular  difHi^   they 

his  face  towards  the  cad,  the  King  belonged  to,  and  the  whole  aflembly 

of  Ulfler  on   his  ri^ht  hand,    the  made  a  grand  ajkd  folcmn  appeaaato^ 
Kin^  of  Adunder  on  his  left,   the 
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Amidft  the  great  barrennefe  of  events  which 
hiark  this  period  of  the  Irifli  Hiftory  where  it  is 
only  related  of  fo  many  monarchs,  that  they  reign- 
ed fuch  a  numbei  of  years  and  tlien  died^  or  that 
they  were  flain  in  battle^  it  afforded  me  much  plea- 
fure  to  dwell  upon  the  adbions  of  the  great  and  wife 
prince  abovcmentioned,  who  feems  to  be  the  firft 
that  gave  the  Irifh  a  tafte  of  the  bleflTmgs  of  peace, 
and  governed  them  by  equitable  laws.  All  ftatcs 
are  in  feme  degree  military  in  their  infancy.  We 
find  Ireland  was  entirely  fo,  and  it  is  not  without 
great  difficulty  that  a  military  flate  can  be  reduced 
to  peaceable  order  and  good  government.  A  wife 
legiflator  is  one  of  the  moft  refpeftable  of  charac- 
ters ;  fuch  was  the  monarch  we  have  juft  now  been 
treating  of :— after  a  glorious  reign  of  forty  years  he  a.  m. 
died  a  natural  death,  and  left  tfie  crown  to  one  of  ^^^^' 
his  fons,  who  enjoyed  the  fucceffion  peaceably  after 
him. 

This  prince  was  named  Fionnachta,  as  it  is  faid  Fionnachta. 
from  a  vaft  quantity  of  fnow  that  fell  in  his  reign.* 
He  died  at  Magh  Inis    after  a  reign  of  twenty 
years.    ' 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Slanoll,  whofesianoiL 
reign  was  remarkable  for  the  healthinefs  of  the 
country.  He  died  in  peace  at  Tara  after  a  reign  of 
fifteen  years,  but  what  particular  diforder  occasion- 
ed the  death  of  this  prince  who  was  furnamed  from 
the  healthinefs  of  his  people,  hifirorians  have  not 
given  any  fatisfadory  information  of. 

Another  brother  fucceeded  him;  this  was  Geideccide 
pilgothach,  third  fonof  OUam  Fodhla-<)f  whom^^s"^*^* 
it  is  only  recorded  that  the  Irifh  fpoke  very  loud 
D  2  in 


*  To   make    this    circuin(hmce  that  a^^ean  to  have  taken  its  nCa 

toote  Remarkable  the  Irifli  records  merely  from  a  fimiUrity  of  words, 

%  tKat  this  fjMW  when  it  thawed  which  has  produced  nuny  of   the 

^at  tyrncd  t»  p«r«  winc^  a  ftory  moft  ctlebxat^  fables  of  antiquity. 
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in  his  time,  and  that  he  was  flaia  by  his  nephew, 
Fiachadh. 
Fiachadb,       Fiachadh,  the  fon  of  his  brother  Fionnachta  fuc- 
^^^^*-cecded  him ; — ^he  is  faid  to  have  reigned  twenty-four 
years,  including  four  years  that  the  crown  was  in 
dilpute  with  a  deiccndant  of  the  former  monarch 
who  at  length  dethroned  and  flew  hint 
Beirag«ii.       The  name  of  this  king  was  Bearngall,   he  was 
the  fon  of  Geide  Ollgothach  above-mentioned  -,  he 
reigned  twenty  years,  and  was  killed  by  a  prince 
naiiicd  OUioL 
^^^  Olliol  was  the  fon  of  Slanoll  and  grandfba  of 

Ollam  Fodhla.     He  reigned  fixtecn  years  and  was 
flain  by  Sioma,  who  fucccedcd  him. 
J^^^sao-     Siorna  Sao^ialach  was  of  the  Heremonian  line, 
*^**^     for  he  was  the  eighth  in  defcent  from  Tighemmas 
the  great  grandfon  of  Hereraon — He  was  called 
Siorna  Saoghalach  from  his  great  age.     He  reigned 
twenty-one  years  and  was  flain  by  Rotheachta,  at 
Aillin. 
Rothcuhu.     Rotheachta  was  dcfcended  from  Achy  FaoWiar- 
glas  who  was  of  the  Heberian  line :    He  ruled  for 
feven  years,    and  pcriflied  by  fire,   at  Don  Sob- 
hairce. 
Eiim.  His  fon  Eilm  fucccedcd  him ;  but  after  a  reign 

that  lafted  only  one  year  was  flain  by  the  grandfoa 
of  the  former  monarch. 
ciaUchadh.     Xliis  princc  was  Giallchadh,   the  fon  of  Olliol' 
Olchaoin,  the  fon  of  Siorna  Saoghalach,  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Heremon — The  fon  of  the  former  king  re- 
venged his  father's  death  upon  Olliol,  and  in  con- 
fcqucnce  fucccedcd  to  the  crown. 
^^J"^'         Art  Imleach,  the  fon  of  Eilm  reigned  twenty-two 
years  after  the  death  of  Olliol,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  period  Nuadha  Fionn  Fail  flew  him,    and 
reigned  in  lus  ftead. 

This 
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Naudha,    who   was   OUiol   Olchaoin's    g^^^-^^  noal^p.i, 
fon    reigned    twenty    years,     and  was    flaia  by 
Breafrigh. 

Breafrigh,  the  fon  of  Art  Imkach,  the  fon  of  Eilm  B«a^"sh* 
fuccccded  hini ; — ^he  fought  many  fuccefsful  battles 
againlt  the  pirates  who  at  that  time  infefled  the 
coalh,  but  was  flain  in  his  turn  by  Achy  Apthach. 

Achy,  who  fucceeded  him,  was  the  fon  of  Fin,  of  Achy  Af- 
thc  line  of  hh :  he  is  faidtJo  have  been  fumamed^""^^' 
Apthach*  from  an  epidemical  diftemper,    which 
during  his  fliort  reign  fwept  away  a  vaft  number  of 
his  fubjefh — He  reigned  only  one  year,  and,  wis 
flain  by  a  defcendant  of  the  boufe  of  Ir. 

This  was  Fiomijthefonof  Bratha,  related  in  thcFiomu 
fourth  degree  to  the  great  Olfam  FodlUa— Having 
'ruled  twenty  years  he  was  killed,^  by 

Seadhna  Jonaraice,  grandfon  of  Art,  of  the  race  Scadhnt 
rf  Heber  Fionn,  a  prinoc  remarkable  for  having  J*""*^"*** 
been  thciirft  to  eftablilh  military  difcipline  and  that 
fettled  a  conftant  pay  uppn  the  army;  He  was 
4nurdered  by  Simeon  Breach,  his  fucceffor,  who 
bu-baraufly  ordered  him  to  be  torn  limb  from 
limb.  "  .  , 

This  inhuman  wretch,  who  was  of  the  line  of  ^'"^*<*" 
Heremon,  fuccccded,  but  after  a  fix  years  ^ign  was 
fdzed  by  th-;  fon  of  the  former  moi^arch,  who  com- 
manded him  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  fame  torture 
he  had  fo  cruelly  inflifted  upon  his  father. 

Seadhnai's.  fon,    Duach    Fionn,    reigned    fiveD«jtcfc    * 
years  and  was  flain  by  Muredach  Balgracb.  ^*°""' 

He  was  the  fon  of  the  cruel  Simeon  Breach,  after  Muredach 
a  four  years  reign,  Duach  Fionn'^s  fon  Eadna  killed  ^  ^"^^^ ' 
him,  and  reigned  in  his  (lead.  .   \ 

This  prince  of  the  Hebcriao  race,  is  faid  by  the^^«^"» 
Irifli  writers,  to  have  erefted  a  mint  and  coined  ^""^^ 
D  3  money 
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money  at  Argiod  Rofs.     He  died  of  the  plague 

and  was  buried  at  Sliabb  Mis. 
Lnghaidh        Lughaidh    Jardhouin   his  fon  fucceeded  him, 
jard    in.  j.gjgj^g^  j^j^^  y^^^  ^j  ^^^3  fl^j^j  jjy  siorlamh. 

^rl^^f       T^^^^  Siorlamh  was  the  fon  of  Finn,  of  the  line 
rlnT      of  Ir,  and  was  fo  called  from  the  extraordinary 
length  of  his  hands  :  he  reigned  fixteen  years,  and 
was  flain  by 
Achy  uar-      Achy  Uarceas,  who  fcized  upon  the  crown  : 
*****         this  Achy  was  the  fon  of  Lughaidh  Jardhouin. 
Being  banifhed  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  before 
he  attained  to  the  government  j  he,  is  laid  to  have 
embarked  his  followers  on  board  a  fl^^  with  which 
he  ufed  to  annoy  the  coaft  5  but  in  thcfe  his  expedi- 
tions for  greater  convenience,  he  ufed  certain  litdc 
boats  by  the  Irilh  called  Uairceas, '  from  whence 
furname  he  derived  his.     He  ruled  the  kingdom 
twelve  years  and  was  flain  by  Achy  Fiadhmhuine. 
AchyFiad-     This    prince  and  his     brother    Conuing   Beg 
lu&huinp.    Aglach,  jointly  ruled  the  land. — They  were  of  thfC 
Heremonian  line,    and  reigned   five  years,  after 
which  they  loft  the  kingdom,  a(nd  Achy  was  flain 
by  Lughaidh  Lamdhearg  fon  of  the  fonncr  mo^ 
narch. 
Lughaidh        But  Lughaidh,  after  a  feven  years  reign,  was  de- 
Lamd-       feated  and  flain,  by  Conuing  who  thus  revenged  his 
"^"        brother's  death,  and  regained  the  fovereignty. 
Conuing         He  was  a  prince  of  moft  undaunted  courage 
BegAgilch.  gj^^  refolution  as  his  name  implies,  and  governed 
his  fubjefts  with    great  juftice  and  moderation. 
After  ten  years  ruling  the  land,  he  was  killed  by 
Lughaidh  Lamdhearg's  fon  who  fucceed  him. 
Art.  The  name  of  this  prince  was  Art,  who  enjoyed 

the  monarchy  for  fix  years,  but  was  flain  by  Duach 
Lagrach  and  his  fatner, 
Tate*^^        Fiachadh    Tolgrach,    defcendcd   from   Simeon 
'^ ''   Breach  of  the  old  Heremonian  line  fucceeded  i  but 
in  feven  years   afterwards    was  flain  by  OUiol 

Fionn, 
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Fionn^  the  fon  of  Art,  of  the  race  of  Hcber,  who 
fuccccdcd  him. 

OllioU  Fionn  reigned  nine  years  and  was  killed  oiiioi 
by  Airgiodmhar  Fiacha,  and  his  two  fons.  ^'°'"^' 

Achy,  the  fon  of  OUiol  Fionn,  fucceeded  him, 
he  was  flain  by  Duach,  after  a  reign  of  kvcn 
years. 

•   Airgiodmhar  fucceded  him   and  met  with  the  jj^^^><»*^- 
fame  fate,  but  not  till  he  had  ikt  on  the  throne  '"' 
twenty-three  years. 

Duach  Lagrach  who  vanquiflied  him,  govern- ^^^^^^.^ 
ed  the  land  ten  years,  and  then  was  flain  by  Lug- 
haide  Laige.  Of  this  prince,  feveral  ftrange  talcs 
are  related,  widi  which  I  fhall  not  trouble  the 
reader.  After  a  feven  years  reign  he  was  killed 
by  the  prince  his  fucceflbr. 

This  monarch  was  called  Aodh  Ruadh:  he  was 
the  grandibn  of  Airgiodmhar,  and  was  defcended  ^odh 
from  the  family  of  Jr.;    He  reigned  monarch  for  ""^  ' 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he 
was  unfortunately  drowned. 

Diothorba,    who  was  defcended  of   the  fame 
family,  was  his   fucceflbr  -,    he  likewife  governed  Diothwia. 
the  kingdom  twenty-one  years  and  dying,  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  Cimboath  or  Kimbath. 

And  here  fome  of  the  ancient  hiftorians  tell  us, 
that  the  •three  laft  mentioned  princes,  of  the  line  • 
of  Ir,  after  many  ftruggles  at  length  agreed  that 
each  ftiould  reign  twenty-one  years ;  and  the  two  for- 
mer having  enjoyed  the  crown,  Kimbath  reigned  al- 
fo  his  time  without  interruption.  According  to 
this  account,  Macha  the  daughter  of  the  firft  of 
thefe  kings,  being  of  an  Amazonian  turn,  would 
not  agree  that  Diothorbu,  who  had  reigned  once 
already,  fliould  enjoy  the  crown  again  in  her  lifc- 
^fne,  which  flie  claimed  as  her  inheritance. — A 
dcfpcrate  battle,  in  confcquence,  enfucd  between 
D  4  this 
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this  princefs  oh  the  one  hand,  and  Diathorba  and  hk 
five  fons  on  the  other,   in  which  the  king  being 

routed  expired  of  grief. And  by  this  relation, 

having  fucceeded  thus  far,  Macha  contented  herfelf 
with  marrying  Kitnbath,  and  (haring  thcgovernment 
>vith  him,  to  prevent  his  giving  her  any  diilur- 
bance. 
Wtmer.  But  a  modern  writer  has  pointed  out  the  im- 
probability of  fuch  an  agreement  being  made  for 
lb  long  a  term  as  twenty-one  years  between  three 
perfons,  as  it  muft  leave  fcarcely  a  poflibility  for 
the  third  ever  to  take  his  turn  of  ruling ;  be- 
fides  he  obferves,  that  Kimbach  muft  have  been 
above  fourfcore  when  he  married  the  princefs^ 

The  ftory  is  related  from  other  authorities  in  a 
manner  much  more  plaufibly,  viz.  That  Macha 
being  uneafy  at  Diathorba's  mounting  the  throne 
at  her  father's  death,-  in  -prejudice  to  her  .  right  of 
fuccefiion,  though  it  was  not  a  cotnmon  thing  for 
a  female  to  enjoy  the  fupreme  authority  in  Ireland^ 
raifed  an  army,  by  the  affiftance.of  which  (he 
defeated  him  and  his  adherents,  and  the  king  him- 
felf  was  flain  in  the  fight.  The  princefs  having 
thus  fixed  herfelf  on  the  throne,  married  Kimbach^ 
who  was  of  her  own  tribe,  aind  during  his  life 
they  jointly  ruled  the  country  *. 
•  Kimbach 

*  Keating  hare  relates  a  fh^ta-  forward,  without  any  attendant^  ta 

fcm  made   ufe  of  by  thts  princefs,  the   wood,  uhcrc  fhc  fappofed  them 

to  get  tbe  five  fons  of  her  compe«  to  be  concealed.     It  was  not  long 

titor    Diathorba    into    her    power,  before  /he  found  them,  entered  into 

which  more  modern  writers  do  not  converfation  and  even  at6  and  drank 

ttcm  to  credit.    It  is  as  follows.  with    them   uadiicoverod.    .   Aflef 

Afu-r    a     ^eat    overthrow   that  this,  (he    found    means    to    allure 

ihe  had  given  them   fubfequcnt  to  them,  one  by  one,   into  a  private 

the  death  of  their  father,  they  re-  place  with  her,   where  they  hopod 

tired  to  the  woods  and  marrtics  of  to  enjoy   her  favours  j    but  having 

the  country,  on  which   Macha  re-  each  of  them  thus  a)onc,    fljc  be- 

folvcd  to  go  in  queft  of  them :   for  ing    a  remarkably    i^rong    woman, 

this     purpofe    /he   covered    her  red  bound    them    with   cords   fhc  had 

hair  with  the  flour  of    rice,    and  brought  with  her  for  the  purpofe^ 

otherwife  difguifcd  herfelf  as  much  and   had  them  conveyed  to    coort^ 

is  poHible  :  in  this  manner  ihe  let  where  ihe  produced  them  before  the 
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Klmbach  was  a  prince  of  great  talents,  he  re^  a-   ^ 
Vived  the  laws  and  regulations  of  OUam  Fodhla,^^.^^^^  ■■ 
which  had  long  lain  neglefted  and  almoft  forgotten^and  Maduu 
^nd  befidiss   built  the  royal  palace  of  Ean^ania: 
he  reigned  together  wich  his  queen  in  peace  and 
fplendour  for  feven  years,  and  dying  of  difeafe, 
Irft  her  in  peaceable  pofTefiiOn  of  the  government^ 
^hich  fhe  held  for  feven  years  longer,  but  at  laft 
ioft  it  together  with  her  life,  to  a  prince  of  th?fe 
lilie  of  Hebcr. 

And  here  doubtlefs,  it  will  be  obferved  that 
from  the  death  of  OUam  Fodhla,  to  the  accelTion 
)of  Kimbach  and  Macha,  during  a  period  of  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  and  fixty  years,  and  the 
reigns  of  thirty^ne  kings,  the  whole  feries  of 
the  hiftory,  has  flirnifhed  little  elfe  than  a  genea^ 
logical  table  of  monarchs,  killing  and  fucceeding  each 
6&r.  Neverthelefs,  I  did  not  chufc  enth-ely  to  omit 
them,  left^  fuch  an  omiffion  might  make  too  great 
a  chafm  in  the  hiDxMy,  and  becaufe  from  tjiele  ac- 
counts, it  is  curious  to  tface  how  the  feveral 
defendants  of  Heber,  Heremon,  Ir  and  Ith,^  al- 
moft  alternately  difpofleffed  each  other,  leaving 
this  ufeful  leffon  to  fucceding  times.  That  military 
force  alone,  can  never  give  a  permanent  eftablilh* 
ment  to  any  monarchy,  and  tliat  the  contcfted 
claims  of  princes  become  the  greateft  curfe  that  '^ 
can  be  entailed  upon  their  people.  , 

The  barrenness  oi  events  at  this  period  is  how* 
ever  by  feme,  (iand  not  without  reafon)  confider-* 
cd  as  feme  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  what  has    • 
been  recorded ;  and  indeed,  for  my  t)wn  parr,  I 

muft 

king  and  all  Kit  nobility,  ajid  rvlat-  4Mly  feirtenced  them  to  ereA  a  ftate* 

cd  ihe  Aiccers  of  her  (Irataeom.— •  Iv  palace  in  ber  court,  which  tenna 

it  IS  added,  that  inftead   of  putting  they  readily  complied  with. 
XMt   five  brethtto  to  deatb|    A« 
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muft  obfervc  that  when  I  find  a  circumftanial 
det^  of  what  paded  fo  long  aff>  as  the  time  of 
Nimrod,  about  which  period  Partholanus  was 
faid  to  have  arrived  in  Ireland,  where  not  only 
the  year  but  the  day  of  the  month  when  he  land- 
ed are  fet  down,  and  even  the  names  of  his  grey- 
hound and  his  oxen  recorded  \  1  fay  when  I  find 
all  thefe  things  fo  minutely  related,  I  am  inclined 
to  give  little  credit  to  what  is  fo  imlikely  to  be 
pertedly  known,  and  naturally  led  to  conclude  the 
whole  a  fidion. 

But  if  notwithftanding,  the  reader  is  (till  but 
little  fatisfied  with  the  barrennefs  of  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  work,  I  can  only  repeat  once  for  all, 
that  it  is  ^not  the  bufinefs  of  an  hiftorian  to  fnsie 
events  but  to  relate  them  ;  whilft  at  the  fame  time, 
a  hiflory  like  that  before  us  is  much  too  intereil- 
ing  to  be  entirely  neglected,  on  account  of  fuch 
incidental  imperiedlions,  of  which  the  antiquities 
of  no  other  nations,  can  be  faid  to  be  entirely  di- 
vefted.-^ — But  to  proceed. 

Rildh**"        ^'^^  name  of  the  prince  who  difpoflefled  queen 

"^  Macha  was  Reachta  Rigdhearg,  the  Ion  of  Lugaide 

Laighe  :— he  reigned  twenty  years,  but  was  at  laft 

kill^  by  thctfofter  child  of  Macha,  in  revenge  for 

the  death  of  that  princds. 

Hyjony. "  Ugainc,  Hugony,  or  as  fome  call  him  Eugenius, 
fumamed  the  Great,  who  flew  Reachta,  fucceeded 
him  on  the  throne  -,  he  was  the  fon  of  Eoachaidh 
(or  Achy)  Beudhaig,  of  the  royal  line  of  Here- 
mon,  and  was  a  brave  and  enterprifing  prince.— 
He  obliged  the  Pi&s  to  pay  tribute  to  Ireland, 
and  alfo  enlarged  his  dominions,  by  fo  con- 
fiderable  an  addition  as  that  of  all  the  weftern 
ifles,  which  he  annexed  to  his  crown,  and  belides 
engaged  all  his  own  princes  and  nobles  to  fwear  alle- 
giance to  huTi  and  his  pofterity  for  ever. 

Si 
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As  aJl  the  fons  of  this  prince  when  grown  to 
man's  cftate,  afFeded  to  be  attended  by  military 
followings,  at  the  head  of  which,  under  pretence  of 
levying  tribute,  they  marched  through  the  king- 
dom and  committed  divers  oppreffions  and  enor- 
mities, the  Irilh  petitioning  Hugony  for  redrefs  of 
this  grievatice,  he  conv^ed  a  council,  at  which  it 
was  determined.  That,  as  the  king  had  twenty-five 
children,  the  land  Ihould  be  divided  into  as  many 
parts,  and  fhared  equally  between  them,  x>n  con- 
dition that  each  (hould  bind  himfelf  not  to  en- 
croach* upon  the  territories  of  any  of  his  neigh- 
bours, a  divifion  which  it  is  faid,  was  the  rule 
for  coUedting  the  taxes  for  three  hundred  years 
after  his  dcceafe.  After  a  long  and  flouriftiing 
.  reign,  this  monarch  was  flain  by  a  brother  of  his, 
but  that  wicked  relation  did  not  fucceed  hiip  on 
the  throne. 

Hb  death  was  revenged  by  a  fon  he  had  by  Cea-  Laoghau* 
fair  Cruthach,  daughter  to  the  king  of  France ;  this**^*^ 
prince  was  named  Laughaire  Lorck  5  of  all  his  fa^ 
thcr's  numerous  iffue,  we  find  he  left  only  two  fons 
behind  him. —*Laughairc  having  flain  his  father's 
murderer,  fucceeded  to  the  crown,  but  was  him- 
felf perfidioufly  murdered  by  his  brother  Cobthach. 

Cobthach  had  been  always  treated  by  King 
Laughaire,  with  the  greateft  tendernefs  and  indul- 
gence, and  had  a  princely  revenue  appointed  for 
his  fubfiftance;  neverthelels  all  this  would  hat 
fatisfy  his  ambition.  He  perfedbly  pined  and 
laneuilhed  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  crown,  to  which, 
as  his  brother  had  a  fon  and  a  grandfon,  he  enter- 
tained no  hopes  of  regularly  fucceeding.  His 
grief  for  this  circumftance  was  fo  great  that  it 
evidently  affefted  his  conftitution,  and  reduced 
him  to  fuch  a  condition  that  it  was  even  thought 
impoffible  he  (hould  live.— While  he  lay  fick,  the 
king  his  brother,  who  had  a  great  affeflion  for 

him. 
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him,  came  to  vifit  him.  B^ing  attended  as  ufual 
by  his  guard,  Cobthach  demanded  the  reaibn  of 
ftich  a  precaution,  at  which  he  feemed  much 
ofiended,  demanding  to  4cnow  whether  his  brother 
entertained*  any  fufpicions  of  his  truth  and  loyalty. 
The  good-natured  king  bade  him  make  himfclf 
eafy,  for  he  had  no  fuch  thoughts,  but  that  fae 
made  ufe  of  his  attendants,  merely  to  fupport  the 
regal  dignity,  adding  however.  That  fince  that  cir- 
cumftance  made  him  uneafy,  he  would  vifit  him 
privately  and  unattended  for  the  future. 

Whether  Cobthach  then  firft  conceived  the  bafe 
defign  of  murdering  his  brother,  or  whether  he 
had  long  devifed  it,  and  made  ufe  of  this  ficknefe 
as  the  means  to  bring  it  about,  whichever  of  thcfc 
was  the  cafe,  he  went,  immediately  after  Laughaini^s 
-departure,  who  took  leave  of  him  with  gitjat  afieo- 
tion,  to  confult  a  druid  that  was  one  of  his  d^ 
pendants,  on  the  mod  eligible  means  to  deftroy 
him.  In  confequence  of  his  advice,  it  was  de- 
termined, that  Cobthach  fhould  feign  himfelf  dead, 
when  Laughaire  came  next  to  fc©  him,  and  then 
take  the  advantage  of  his  near  approach,  to  dif- 

Eatch  this  envied  rival.  Accordingly  when  the 
ingmade  his  next  vifit  alone, and,  feeing  his  brother 
dead  as  he  fup^ofed,  threw  himfclf  upon  the 
body  to  bewail  his  lofs,  the  infamous  Cobthach 
ftabbed  him  with  a  poignard,  hd-  had  concealed  for 
the  purpofe,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  his  life  and 
reign  together. 

But  as  Cobthach  by  no  means  thought  himfclf 
fccure,  while  the  fon  of  Laughaire  was  living, 
he  therefore  murdered  him,  and  defigned  to  & 
the  fame  with  his  grandfon,  on  whom  otherwifc 
.  the  fucceflion  might  devolve.  But  having  exer- 
cifed  many  barbarities  on  this  young  innocent,  and 
finding  their  cffed  was  fuch  as  to  take  away  his 
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fpeech  and  to  throw  him  into  terrible  convulfions, 
which  appeared  to  have  injured  his  fenies  irrepa- 
rably, me  uTurper  thinking  him  no  longer  an  ob* 
jcfl:  to  be  dreaded,  aflfeding  niercy,  mat  virtue 
to  which  the  tenor  of  his  infamous  condu&  pro* 
claimed  him  a  ftranger,  dilmiiled  him  with  his 
life,  and  took  no  farther  trouble  about  one 
whon^  he  deemed  incapable  of  giving  him  any 
difturbance.  This  young  prince,  whofe  nam^  was 
Maon  was  conveyed  to  Munfter  by  his  friends^ 
where  he  was  referved  as  a  fcourge  for  the  ty- 
rant. 

Cobthach,  delivered  from  his  apprehenfions,  ruled  ^^j^,^ 
over  his  fubje£ts  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  reigned 
for  thirty  years,  amidft  their  curfcs  and  difaffcc- 
Mn ; — all  this  he  little  regarded,  he  had  facri* 
ficed  equally  his  confcience  and  peace  to  get  the 
crown,  and  he  valued  not  daily  repeating  the 
iriolation  of  both  to  retain  it. — ^But  vengeance  at 
kift  overtook  him  in  the  height  of  his  pride  when 
he  lead:  expected  it,  and  he  fell  a  fad  example 
of  the  evils  attending  ambition,  treachery,  and  law- 
lefs  power. 

While  the  ufurper  reigned  as  he  thought  in  the 
iitmoft  fecurity,  a  ftorm  was  gathering  which  at 
laft  broke  over  his  execrable  head  and  involved 
him  in  uncxpefted  ruin. 

The  young  prince  Maon,  after  having  refided 
for  fome  time  in  Munfter,  the  ufe  of  his  fpeech 
and  other  faculties  being  reftored,  pafled  over  into 
Gaul  or  France,  where  ^difcovering  himfelf  he 
claimed  a  relation  to  the  king  of  that  country,  of 
which  his  great  grandmother  Ceafair  Cruthach,  as 
has  been  mentioned  before,  was  a  native.  The 
Gallic  monarch  received  him  kindly,  and  promot- 
ed him  to  the  command  of  his  forces ; — in  the 
mean  time  he  held  intelligence  wich  the  loyal  party 

in 
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in  Ireland,  *  and  at  length,  being  refolved  to  claim 
the  crown  lb  juftly  his  right,  he  implored  the  affift^ 
ance  of  the  king  his  relation,  whole  ^eft  he  was  ^ 
and  that  prince  granted  him  an  aid  ot  upwards  of 
2000  men,  whom  he  embarked  on  board  a  fufficient 
number  of  vefTels,  and  landed  with  them  in  the 
harbour  of  Wexford. 
•  Having  received  intelligence  where  Cobthach  rc- 
fidcd,  he  refolved  immediately  to  furprize  him, 
and  marching  with  all  fecrecy  and  expedition  to  the 
tyrant's  court,  he  came  upon  him  unprepared^  and 
flew  him  and  all  his  miniiters  and  attendants. 

Thus  periflied  the  wicked  Cobthach,    after  he 

had  filled  the  meafbre  of  his  iniquity,  unpitied,  un^ 

regretted;    Maon  immediately  fucceeded  to  the 

crown,  and  was  declared  King  of  Ireland  by  the 

name  of 

^*68  ^'      Labra  Longfeach ;    an  appellation  which  wc  are 

£~j^told  he  got  by  his  /peaking *{vf hen  he  was  thought 

leach.       to  be  deprived  of  fpeech)  as  the  Irifti  term  denotes 

—Of  this  prince    little  elfe    is  related  after   he 

came  to  the  crown,  than  that  he  invented  a  fort  of 

'    green  headed  partisans,  which  he  brought  over  with 

him 


♦.  Keating  and  others  here  relate 
a  love  adventure  of  this  prince,  with 
the  daughter  of  one  of  the  Kings  of 
Munftcfj  whofc  name  was  Moriat. 
It  is  faid  that  this  princefs  having 
conceived  a  violent  aife£bion  for 
him  (which  probably  took  its  rife 
while  he  lay  concealed  in  that  pro* 
vince)  fent  him  over  a  prefcnt  of 

I'ewels,  together  with  a  letter^  when 
le  was  in  Gaul,  and  commanded 
the  troops  of  that  country.  The 
m<fkn%tT  was  a  moficiany  wh^,  get- 
ting accefs  t«  Maon,  recited  a  poem 
of  the  princefs^s  in  his  praifc,  add 
accompanied  it  with  fuch  a  delight- 
ful tunc  on  his  harp  as  at  once  in^^ 
fpIreJ  the  young  chief  with  love  and 
heroifm  ',  and  from  that  tame,  it  is 
I'aid^  he  formed  the  deCgns  of  reco- 
vering his  crown,  and  marrying 
Moriat,  both  of  which  h«  afterwards 


happily  accompliHied — I  Aall  aoC 
pronounce  this  a  fable,  biit  only  ob^ 
ferve,  it  is  obvious  enough  that  the 
prince  had  fufficient  indtaments  to 
urge  him  on  his  expedttion,  without 
that  of  love  being  added  to  them  ) 
and  methlnlcs  the  writer  who  re^ 
cords  this  ftory  would  have  done  his 
hero  more  honour,  if  he  had  rather 
attributed  his  f&folution  to  a  defire 
of  avenging  the  murder  of  his  father 
and  grandfather  and  of  delivering 
his  fubje^s  from  oppreHioa,  than 
to  a  paflion  which,  however  inno- 
cent can  by  no  means  be  accounted 
fo  difmterefted— And  if  the  whole 
is  to  be  confidered  as  p  pleafing  ro- 
mance, I  canuot  agree  with  Wamef 
that  fuch  fictions  are  piopcr  to  fill »  ' 
place  in  grave,  hiftoric  pages  ;  I  n^ 
ther  think  they  difgrace  them. 
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him  from  Gaul  for  the  ufc  of  the  foldieiy,  if  we 
except  a  fable,-t*  the  abfurdity  of  which,  and  its  ' 
fimilarity  to  one  in  Ovid*s  Metamoiphofes,  render 
it  highly  unworthy  to  be  dwelt  upon  in  any  ferious 
hiftory.  Labra  reigned  eighteen  years,  but  was 
killed  at  laft  by  a  fon  of  Cobthach  the  tyrant. 

And  here  again  our  accounts,  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  arc  as  imperfedt  as  thofe  which  we  find  be- 
tween the  reign  of  Ollam  Fodhla  and  that  of  Kim« 
bath-rl  fliall  therefore  pafs  over  them  as  briefly  as 
poffible,  dwelling  only  upon  the  moft  remarkable 
events  recorded  in  the  annals  of  thofe  times. 

Meilge  Malbthach  fon  of  Cobthach  Caolbreag,^^!^^ 
of  the  Heremonian  line  reigned  feven  years,  and  ' 

was  flain  by 

Modchorb,  of  the  line  of  Heber  Fionn,  whoW<x*«*w*' 
reigned  alfo  feven  years,  and  fell  by  the  hand  of 
Angus  Ollam. 

Angus  Ollam   grandfon  of  Labra  Longfeach,  Angui 
reigned  eighteen  years.  ^***** 

Jam  Gleofathach,  of  the  pofterity  of  Cobthach,  J«rn  cico- 
killed  Angus  and  fucceeded  to  the  crown,  but  was**^^"^* 
himfelf  flain  by  Fearchorb  the  fon  of  Modchorb. 

Fearchorb  ruled  Ireland. eleven  years  and  pcrifliedF««J>orb. 
by  the  fword  of  the  preceding  monarch's  fon. 

This  was  Conla  Cruaid  Cealgach  of  the  Here-Conia  cm- 
monian  line,  he  reigned  four  years,  died  a  natural  ^ch?***' 
death  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 

OUiol    Caifliiaclach,    who    reigned  twenty-five  o^|«o? 
years,  and  was  flain  at  Tara  by  Adamhar.  acUch.' 

Adamhar 


•f  This  fable  gives  an  account  of  peated  it.  The  aircumflancet  of 
t  natural  deformity  of  Labra  Long-  the  ftory  refexnble  thofe  in  the  h- 
feachy  which  occafioned  him  to  put  bulous  tale  of  Midas,  but  with,  this 
to  death  all  thofe  who  cut  his  hoir,  difference  that  whereas  the  Phrygian 
liliy  at  lift,  companion  induced  him  monarch  was  furni/hedwith  the  ean 
to  fpare  a  poor  widow's  fon  whodif*  of  an  afs.  Labra  Longfeach  is  re- 
covered the  grand  fecrct  to  a  tree  parted  to  have  had  thofe  of  a  horfe. 
from  whence  a  harp  being  made^  re- 
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^'''^''f'.      Adamhar  Foltchahoin,  a  deicendant  of  Hefaer 

Fionn,  re;gHcd  but  five  years. 
Achy  Eocheadh  (or  Achy)  Foltkathan,  grandfon  of 

Fokkttiuih^Q^^  beforcmentioncd,  fuccceded  him,  he  reigned 
monarch  eleven  years  and  fell  by  the  hand  of  Fer- 
gus Fortamhuil. 
Ferfw  For-     This  Fergus  was  deTcended  from  Labra  Long^ 
**^"*"'   (each,  of  the  line  of  Hcremon  j — he  ruled  the  ifland 
twelve  years  and  was  pofTeiled  of  an  extraordinary 
ftrength  of  body,  but  was  at  laft  killed  by  Angus 
Turmy. 
^^  Angus  Turmy  who  fuccceded  to  the  throne, 

""^*  was  the  fon  of  Achy  Foltleathan  and  grandfon  of 
OUiol  CaHhiadach,  defcended  from  Hugony,  of 
the  Heremonian  line.  This  monarch  betn^  once 
overcome  with  wine,  violated  the  chaftity  ci  his  own 
daughter,  and  got  lier  with  child,  of  which  crinM 
he  was  fo  much  afhamed  afterwards,  that  he  could 
never  endure  to  be  fcen  in  public. — Yet  he 
committed  an  aftion  afterwards,  which  if  he  had 
judged  rightly  he  had  much  more  reafon,  to  be 
alhamed  d[ :  for  when  his  daughter  was  delivered 
of  a  male  child  the  fruit  of  his  inceftuous  commerce 
with  her,  he  caufcd  the  infant  to  be  conveyed  away 
privately,  and  put  to  fea  in  a  fmall  boat,  where 
without  any  attendants,  he  was  expofcd  to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  winds  and  waves :  he  was  fumilhed, 
however,  with  many  rich  mantles  and  other  con-^ 
veniences,  and  a  quantity  of  jewels  were  placed  by 
him,  which  if  any  one  fortunately  took  him  up 
might  prove  that  he  was  of  no  vulgar  extraction. 
But,  with  all  this  parade,  the  young  prince  muft 
inevitably  have  perifned,  if  he  had  not  been  found 
by  fomc  fifhermcn  who  put  him  to  nurfc,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  Irifh  writers,  his  progeny  became  after- 
wards Kings  of  Scotland. — Angus  was  killed  at 
Tarah,  and  fuccceded  by  Connal  Callamhrach. 

Connal 
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Conall  was  the  fon  of  Adamhar  Folthoin  of  the  j^'"^- 
line  of  Hcrcmon.     After  a  nine  yean  reign  he  was 
flain  by  a  prince  of  the  family  of  Hcber  Fionn* 
-  This  prince  was  named  Niadh  Seadhamhuin  ; —  Niadh  Se- 
he  govaned  the  ifland  feven  years,  and  was  flain  by  ******^»*^ 
Earda  Aighnach. 

Eadna  Aighnach  was  the  legitimate  foft  of  Angus  Eadna 
Turmy:— he  was    remarkable  for   his  bountiful  ^^s^"***- 
di^ficion,  reigned  twenty-eight  years,  and  fell  by 
the  fword  of  Crimtban,  fornamed  Crofgrach  from  ^"?J*!? 
the  great  flaughter  he  made  in  battle,  was  the  fon  of  ^~  ^^*^' 
Feidhlim  Fortruin,  defcendcd  from  Breafal  Breac, 
of  the  vadc  of  Heremon ;   he  reigned  (even  years, 
but  notwithftanding  his  valpur,  he  was  killed  by 
Rugrbuidhe,  or  Rogcrus,  who  fucceeded  him. 

This  Rogrfrus  was  fiirriamed  the  Great :  he  was  Aogcmt 
the  ion  of  Sithrighe,  who  drew  his  defcent  from  Ir, 
—He  reigned  fcvcnty  years  and  died  a  natural 
death  at  Ar^^  Rois« 

Jonahdmhar,  grandfoh  of  Adamhar,  of  the  ftock  Jonahd* 
of  Hcber  Fionn  fucceeded^  reigned  but  three-years  ^"' 
and  was  flain  by  Breafal  Bodhiaba« 

Breafal  fucceeded :    he  was  the  fon  of  Rogerus.  |^. 
In  his  time  there  was  a  great  mortality  among  the 
ctttk,  from  wherlce  he  is  faid  to  have  derived' his 
f^rname*     After  a  reign  of  feven  years  he  was  flain. 
•  Lughaide  Luaghne  who  killed  him  mounted  the  Lnghaide 
throne  after  him,  but  he  enjoyed  it  only  five  years,  ^'^^^'^ 
he  was  the  fon  of  Jonahdmhar,  of  the  race  of  Heber 
Fionn,  and  was  flain  by  Congall  Claringneach,  a 
len  of  Rogerus  of  the  family  of  Ir. 

Congall  reigned  next  for  thirteen  years^  and  fell  congau ' 
bydiehandofDuach.  ^l^^^' 

Duach  next  enjoyed  the  crown ;  he  was  the  fon  D„ach 
ofCarbry  Loifgleathan,    grandfon    of  Lughaide  g>^ 
Luaghne  of  the  Heberian  line.     According  to  fome  ^^^^ 
of  the  Irifli  writers,   his  father  had  another  fon 
whofe  name  wae  Deaghadh,  or  Degad :  both  princes 
VpL.  L  E  were 
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Kpatiiif.    ^^fe  equally  worthy  tx>  fill  the  hitti  t&ronei  Duacht 
however,  being  the  elder,  fcized  on  the  atr^n  \  but 
Degad  being  of  an  entcrprizing  fpint,  refoliml  to . 
difpute  the  matter  with  him  in  the  field.     But  be- 
fore he  could  draw  his  forces  together,  the  king 
being  informod  of  his  fchemes,  fent  a  friendly  .nici^ 
fage  to  invite  him  to  court,  and  Degad  who  was 
more  of  a  warrior  than'  a  polidcian,  being  weak 
enough  to  obey  the  fummons,  was  firizcd  and  had 
his  eyes  put  out,  in  order  (as  they  fay)  to  pre- 
vent his  purfuing  his  ambitious  de(igns*-*^Duach 
after  this  piece  of  cruelty,  it  is  faid,  aUowcdhim  a. 
handfome  revenue  during  his  life,  from  whence  he  * 
was  called  Dalta  Degad,  or  the  Fofter  Father  of - 
t)egad.^  '  ^  ^ 

But  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  ibmC' 
thing  inconiiflent  in  the  manner  o£  relating  thia 
Dpry,  (ince  whatever  indulgence  Duach  might  Ikew  - 
his  brother,  after  his  treachery  and  cruelty  to  him,  he 
tould  fcarcely  deferve  to  be  his  called  Fofler  Father. 
The  reafon  of  this  appellation  is  much  better  ac- 
counted for  by  another  writer,  who  tells  the  ftorf 
in  a  different  manner^ 

He  fays  that  the  Degad  mentioned  here  was  not* 
'  the  brotlier  of  Duach ;  but  that  he  was  the  fgn  of 
that  Fiacha,  who  was  expofed  by  his  unnatural 
father  Angus,  and  taken  up  by  filhermen.  For 
that  Fiacha  had  obtained  a  fettlement  in  Ulfter, 
from  whence  Degad  having  become  an  objeft  c£ 
jealoufly  to  the  race  of  Ir,  was  by  their  Imeans  eac- 
pelled  i  on  which  he  fled  to  Duach  the  reigmilg 
king,  who  received  him  m  the  moft  favourable 
manner  imaginable,  and  conferred  fuch  gifts  and 
honours  upon  him,  as  caufed  him  ever  after- 
wards to  be  fly  led  by  way  of  diftindlion,  the  Fofter 
Father  of  Degad« — After  a  reign  of  ten  years,  Du- 
ach was  (lain  by  Fachtna  Fathach ;  but  it  is  added 
that  D^d  was  fo  much  beloved  by  the  peej^ 
.  .  chac 
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that  they  ekfted  him  king  of  the  whole  pF6rin<»-of 
Munfter,  where  his  race  flouriflied  in  the  greateft 
fplendour,  and  ibme  of  them  afterwards  fucceeded' 
to  the  monarchy  of  Scotland. 

Fachtna  Fathach  fucceeded  on  the  throne.    HeFichtitt 
was  defcended  from  Rugerus,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  and  ^'^'^ 
obtained  his  furname  from  his  great  wifdom  and 
learning.    He  reigned  eighteen  years  and  was  kill- 
«1  by  Achy  Feyloch. 

Achy  Feyloch  was  fo  called    from  the  habit  Achy  r^- 
he  had  of  fighing,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  coi^^^^ 
traded,  on  the  lofs  of  his  three  fons  who  were  all  ^ 

(lain  in  one  battle. 

He  firft  laid  otit^  fays  Keating,  (but  according 
to  others)  he  only  reftofed,  the  divifion  of  the  Iri(h 
proviiices,  which  Hugony  had  eftablifhed  as  far  as 
he  was  able. — And  at  firff  he  divided  the  province 
of  Connaught  into  three  portions;  but  Achy 
Alias,  and  Fiadhaidh,  on  whom  he  had  beftowed 
two  of  them,  refufing  a  requifition  *  of  his  for  a 
jpoe  of  ground,  whereon  to  build  a  palace  within* 
tiieir  jurifdt&ion,  Tinne  who  held  the  third  diftrfa: 
ofiering  him  freely  any  part  of  the  country  wbich^ 
fell  to  his  iiare,  for  that  purpofe,  the  king  was  fo 
much  pleaied  with  his  compliance,  that  he  admitt-*^ 
ed  him  to  a  fhare  of  his  moft  fecret  councils^ 
married  him  to  his  own  daughter  Nkaba,  and 
finally  gave  him  a  grant  of  the  whole  province, 
in  virtue  of  which  Timie  made  himfelf  matter  of 
it  by  force  of  arms,  and  a  royal  palace  was  built 
%  according  to  the  king's  defi^,  which  was  called 
Rath  Cruachan,  where  public  councils  were  held 
and  other  meters  of  public  concern  tranfaded. 
The  king  of  Connaught  having  reigned  many 
years  over  his  province,  was  at  laft  flain  at  Tara, 
after  which  event  his  queen  fucceeded  him,  and  as 
tlie  Irilh  witters  fay,  remained  ten  years  a  widow 
before  ihe  was  married  again  to  OUiol  More,  who 
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was  of  z,  noble  defcent  in  LeinAer.  It  is  added  that 
(he  lived  eight  years  with  OUiol,  and  paflcd  a  fc- 
CQrtd  widowhood  of  eight  years  after  his  death, 
during  which  laft  period,  (be  was  got  with  child: 
by  Fergus  a  chief  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  and 
was  delivered  of  three  boys  at  a  birth.— But  this 
is  moft  improbable,  con(idering  the  great  age  that 
princefs  muft  be  arrived  at,  according  to  this  ac<jounC 

before  her  connection  with  Fergus. In  tStGt 

there  muft  be  fome  miftake,  in  the  chronology  or 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  events,    and  this  ap-  * 
pears  the  more  evident,  as  in  another  place  we  find 
It  related  that  this  Fergus  was. killed  by  Olliol 
More,   becaufe  he  was  jealous  of  him  with  his 
queen,  .  Indeed,  it  is   not  very  likely  that  Olliol 
lived  eighty  years  with  Meabav  and  that  ftory,^ 
which  is  related  by  O'Flaheity,  is  more  ridiculous 
than   any  of  the  reft,    of  an  agreement  Queen  > 
lyieaba  made  with  her  hu(band,  that  (he  (hould  be 
permitted  to  violate  her  bed,  after  her  union  with 
him,  merely  on  account  of  her  chaftity  and  conti- 
nence for  which  (he  was  remarkable  during  her 
former  (late  of  widowhood. 
Keating.      .  This  princefs   after  the  death  of  Olliol  More, 
having  removed  her.  refidence  to  the  border  of  a- 
pleafant  lake,  ufed  to  amufe  herfelf  in  the  fum- 
uier  mornings  with  fwimming,  a  diverfion  which 
(he  was   particularly  fond  of.      Forbhuide,    the 
fon  of  Connor,  king  of  Ulfter,  being  informed 
of  this  cuftom  of  the  queen's,    he  fccrctly  took, 
the  meafure  of  jthe  lake,  with  a  line  he  had  pre- 
pared for  the  purpofe,   which  he  then  brought 
\vith  him,  and  fixing  two  ftakes  at  the  two  cxtre-; 
tremities  that  meafured  the  breadth  of  the  lake, 
when  he  had  placed  an  jq^ple  at  the  top  of  one  of 
the  ftakes,  he  ftpod  at  the  other,  and  for  a  long. 
tijT.c.made  it  his  pradice  to  caft  a  ftone  out  of  a 
'    .         .  ;  fliog 
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fling  at  the  apple,  till  at  length  he  could  aim  it 
with  fuch  a  nicety  as  never  to  mifs  the  mark. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  meeting  of  th^ 
principal  inhabitants  of  Connaught  and  Ulfter  ort 
the  banks  of  the  Shannon,  at  Inis  Cloithrin,  h\ 
order  to  fettle  fome  differences  between  the  two 
provinces. 

TJie  fon  of  Connor  came  on  this  errand  with  his 
father's  deputies,  and  thought  this  might  be  a  fit 
time  to  put  in  execution  the  defign  he  had  formed 
againfl  the  queen  of  Connaught. — And  fo  in- 
deed it  fell  out-,  for  Meaba  little  fufpeding  what 
was  intended,  came  according  to  her  cuftom  to 
divert  herfelf  in  the  lake,  when  Forbhuide  flung  a 
ftone  at  her,  which  ftruck  her  full  on  the  fore- 
head, and  fhe  funk  down  dead  to  the  bottom  im^ 
mediately. 

Thus  fell  Meaba  by  the  treachery  of  the  prince  Kcatia^ 
of  Ulfter,*  after  having  held  the  fceptre  for  a  k)ng 
fucceffion  of  years. — And  here  the  courfe  of  this 
Hiftory  leads  me  to  fpeak  of  the  king  of  Ulfter, 
his  exploits  and  the  remarkable  manner  of  his 
death. 

E  3  Connor 

T 

•  There  bad  been  war  for  a  long  c9t6\»%\j,  (probabty  not  for  tbcJr 

time  between  the  provinces  ot'  Ul-  TakcSy  but   tor   the   honour   of  his 

fter  and  Connaught  ;  the   origin  of  country)  relieved  the  place,  but  he 
thedirptttCy  on  which  Keating  has  '    wasmorecarelefsof  his  ownhonouv: 

1>eih)wed  masy  pages,  was  a  breach  though  he  had  given  the  brothers  ^ 

of  faith  of  Conncr*s.*— -That  mo-  pardon,  and  even  given  homages  for 

Skarcb  having  (as  it  is  faid)  confined  their  £ife  return,    he   ifTue^  fecfeit 

a  young  fcm^^le  named  Deirdre  in  a  orders    to  ^hofe  who   fhould    have 

tower,  in  order  to  prevent  certain  conducted  them  to  his  prefence,  to 

disturbances  which  according,  to  fome  allkflinate  them  on  the  way,  whic}> 

predidion  of  the   druids    fhe   was  were  accordingly  obferved  too  pu^c- 

dcf^ined    to  occafjon,  a  gentleman  tually;.but  one  of    the  hoi^agdi 

Of  Ulfter  found  means  to  furprife  the  whofc   name   was  Fergus,    refenth 

c^flle  and  (^eal  her  away ;— chc  two  ing  this  treachery,  took  arms  ac^ihift 

lovers  then  went  to  Scotland,  but  the  king,  and  after  variom  fkirmiihei 

the  king  who  reigned  there,  becom-  withdrew  to  Connaught,  where  he 

Ing  enamoured  of  Deirdre's  beauty  put   himfeif  under   queen   Meaba^s 

Aewas  oblifed  toretr^at'toanifland  prote^on,  and  engaged  her  people 

with    her  huiband  and  his  three  in  their  quarrel. This  was  t^ 

brothers,    where    being  reduced  to  fonrce  of  thefe  contentions,  and  of 

^jear  ftiaits,  they  at  laft  follicited  the  refentment  of    the  princa    df 

focioun  fram  UtAer,***i^aAor .  ac^  UI^.  ^ 
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^^<«*»«'  Connor  the  fon  of  Neaia,  king  of  Ulfter  w^ 
one  of  the  chief  heroes  of  this  age,  but  there  weie 
ihrct  others  who  difputed  pre-eminence ;  thefc 
Tvere  Connall,  Conguiilain  Laore,  and  Buadhach.-*- 
To  end  the  contentioa  Connall  one  day  called 
ibr  one  of  the  trophies  of  his  vi^ries,  which  being 
produced  immediately,  filcnced  the  other  two 
champions,  who  acknowledged  that  he  defcnred 
the  preference  in  valour  and  military  fkill  which 
lie  had  fo  earneftly  laid  claim  to. 

But  this  viftory  of  his  proved  fatal  to  the 
king.— The  trophy  produced  was  no  other  than 
a  ball  of  the  brains  o[  Mefgedra^  *  a  celebrated 
warrior  which  were  laid  up  in  one  of  the  royal 
jepofitories,  partly  on  account  of  its  being  refped- 
£d  as  a  mark  of  ConnaU's  (kill  and  courage,  and 
partly  as  the  Irifli  Writers  fay,  becaufe  there  was  a 
^  prophecy,  that  thb  ball  (hould  one  day  prove  fatal 
to  the  province  of  Ulfter.  But  all  this  precat:^ 
tion  was  vain;  for  two  natural  fools  whom  the 
Hing  kept  for  his  diverfion,  imagining  there  muft 
be  fpmcthing  cxtraoixlinary  in  the  cafe,  ran  away 
with  it,  and  being  got  to  the  green  at  fome  diftancse 
•from  the  royal  palace  of  Eamania,  th'y  began 
tofTing  it  from  one  to  another  in  play.  While  they 
were  thus  diverting  thcmfelves,  one  Ceat  a  famous 
hero  of  the  province  of  Connaught  coming  by» 
rode  up  to  the  fools,  and  perfuadwi  them  to  give 
him  this  ball,  which  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  value  of ;  and  having  obt^ned  it,  withdrew 
immediately  with  it  into  his  own  diftrkfV. 

As  there  was  war  at  that  time  between  the  men 
of  Connaught  and  thofe  of  Ulfter,  Ceat  tied  the 
t)all  to  his  belt,  and  ufed  perpetually  to  vaunt  of 

the 

*  A  huhtomM  csftsm  pteviUed  them  ui  the  fiaii>  tiU  they  acf^Maid 

M  xho£t  iMjt,  ofibe'tf  warrioft  tak-  the  hai^ds  of  Aont.—^And  thd9 

mg  out  die  foabt  of  thofe  whoa  wert  produced   at  their  feaftt  sod 

fthey  had   flein  in   fiacre   comhety  public  mectlngt^  as  trofihies  of  tic* 

mifhii  tMi  witM  line  aadrdlf|ii|  ^gtf  mi  hudfca  of  iiigh44fttaStio8« 
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Af^  acquifiqpn,  and  threaten  his  enemies  with  it. 
A  body  of  troops  under  his .  command  entering 
the  provinoe  of  Ulfter  foon  after,  Connor  muftcr* 
ing  all  his  \k&.  foldiers  made  hafte  to  meet  them, 
and  as  ibon  as  they  came  in  fight  of  each  other, 
l}oth  armi^  drew  up  m  order  of  battle. 

However,  inftead  of  coming  to  a  dccifivc  battle, 
Ceac  took  this  opportunity  to  contrive  a  ftratagem 
whereby  he  thought  to  put  an  end  to  his  enemy's 
life  without  hazarding  a  battle. 

for  this  purpofe,  as  a  great  number  of  the 
Conaaughc  ladies  were  aflfembled  on  an  eminence, 
to  view  the  battle,  Ceat  fent  a  meflage  in  their  name 
requeftipg  to  fee  the  king  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  figh:. — ^Connor  who  is  reprefented  as  a 
priQce  of  great  gallantry  was  by  no  means  back- 
ward in  accepting  the  invitation ;  and  as  it  was  to 
women  only  that  he  was  going,  he  fet  out  without 
a  guard  and  entirely  unattended.  The  treacher- 
ous Ceat  perceiving  that  the  king  was  fallen  into 
his  fnare,  ran  up  to  him  with  all  fpeed  ;  but 
Connor  banning  to  fufpeft  the  treachery  made 

a  precipitate  retreat Ceat  followed,  and  at  laft 

came  fo  near  that  he  whirled  the  ball  of  brains 
at  him,  with  fo  exaS:  an  aim  that  it  ftruck  his 
ikull,  and  fraftured  it — However  his  troops  per- 
ceiving their  prince's  diftrefled  fituation  made  fuch 
hafte  to  his  afltiiance,  that  Ceat  was  forced  to  fly 
in  bis  turn,  and  was  happy  that  he  cfcaped  with 
life  to  his  own  army. 

Though  the  wound  which  Connor  had  received 
Was  extremely  dangerous,  yet  one  of  his  furgeons 

undertook    to  cure  it. Accordingly   he  took 

the  care  of  the  king's  life,  which  he  had  fkill 
enough  for  that  time  to  prefervc.  But  the  fradbure 
which  the  ball  had  made  on  the  (kuU  was  attended 
with  fuch  an  effcft,  that  the  patient  was  told,  if 
ever  he  rode  hard  or  put  himfelf  into  any  violent 
£  4  paflTion 
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paflion  or  agitation  of  fpirics,  the  confequences 
would  prove  tatal.  Connor  was  moderate  eiiough 
to  obfcrve  thcfe  dircftions  for  fcven  years,  and, 
during  that  time  received  no  farther  injury  fronn 
the  contufion. — The  firft  time  he  broke  throu&h 
them,  the  furgeon's  prediilion  was  verified ;  for 
throwing  himlelf  into  a  great  rage  on  fome  occa- 
fion  or  other  *,  the  wound  broke  out  afrtfti,  his 
brains  hurft.  forth  and  he  expired  upon  the  fpot. 

Thus  died  Cgnnor  kingof  Ulfter  who  was  (b 
renowned  in  Irilh  ftory.- — -—Two  circumftances, 
however  muft  always  refleft  difhonour  on  His 
name,  one  which  has  already  been  mentioned  was 
his  fcandalous  breach  of  faith  to  the  lovers  who 
had  his  pardon,  and  hoftagcs  for  their  faf6  con- 
duft  i  the  other  was,  that  he  committed  inccft 
with  his  mother  in  a  drunken  fit,  who  afkually  had 
a  child  by  him  •,  but  no  defendants  from  this 
fpurious  breed  fucceeded  in  another  generation, 
and  his  mother  we  are  told  foon  after  loft  all  her 
other  children,  except  three,    and  even  thoft  three 

died  without  iffue.-^ We  only  give  this  as  a  bare 

relation  of  the  faft  as  it  ftands  recorded,  not  as 
an  inftance  of  divine  judgements  which  fome  are 
fond  of  dealing  with  unfparing  hand,  as  if  they 
were  admitted  of  the  fecret  counfcls  of  Heaven. 

Thefe  two  things  excepted,  it  may  be  allowed 
that  Connor  was  both  a  valiant  warrior  and  a 
great  prince. 

The  fed  of  bards  and  philofophers  called  Fi- 
Jeahs,  having  not  only  engrcffed  all  the  learning  of 
the  age,  but  falfified  the  truft  rcpofed  in  them  of 
explaining  and  in  a  great  meafure  of  adminiftering 
the  laws,  this  abufe  fo  enraged  the  inhabitants  of 
X^inflcr  and  Munfter,  that  they  rofe  againft  them 

as 

^  There    it   a   ndiculouft    ftoty,  as  (be  ftory  is  (b  inconfiileqt  tp^be 

that  the  caufe  of  his  rage  was  the  given   up   by   Keating  hunfclt",    it 

fuft'efinp  the  Saviour  of  the  world ,  viould  be  abAird  tor  xnc  to  trouble 

wc^t  through  at  that  ^ ehoii. — But,  my  readers  with  it. 
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as  %vith  owe  eonfent,  and  feem  refolved  entirely  to 
extirpate  them  from-  the  land.     On  this  occafidn 
thefc  Fileahs  had  recourfe  to  Connor  as  knowing 
'  htm  to  be  a  perfon  of  great  abilities;     He  heard 
with     calmnefs   and    deterniined    with    candovir. 
l^hough  it  was  evident  to  him  that  when  the 
fource   of 'the  laws  was  corrupted^    good  order 
rtiuft  be  banifhcd  from  a  ftate,  yet  it  did  not  ap- 
pear equally  plain  to  him,   that  there  was  an  ab»  ' 
folute  neceffity  to  abolifh  the  order*.     He  rightly- 
conceiving  that  it  was  not  likely  fo  great  aborfy 
as  that  of  thefe  bards  fliould  be  all  without  c^e- 
ception  corrupt,  fet  fome  of  the  wifeft  and  beft 
-  among  them  to  revife  the  laws,  ahd  reducethem 
to  one  (imple  code,  which  in  moft  cafes  a  perfon 
of  a  moderate  undcrftanding,   might  conceive  the 
fpirk    and    purport  of.      This  was  accordingly- 
done,  and,  if  we  believe  the  Irifh  writers,  with  fuch 
fuccefs  that  the  laws  given  by  this  fcdt,  that  a 
little  while  before  was  fo  much  hated,  began  now 
to  be  ftyled  **  heavenly  judgments-,"— 4b  great  an 
efFeft  has  the  wifdom  of  a  king  upon  the  morals 
and  difpofjtions  of  his  people. 

Connor,  though  a  great  prince,  was  far  from  be- 
ing happy  in  his  domeftic  concerns,  bcfides  the  ftains 
his  charafter  had  received  from  the  two  circumftart- 
ces  above  related,  he  was  rather  unfortunate  in  his 
children.  His  fon  was  guilty  of  a  moft  bafe  and 
cowardly  aftion,  in  killing  the  queen  of  Con- 
naught  in  •  the  lake,  and  one  of  his  daughters 
though  purchafed  in  marriage  by  the  king  of 
Lcinfier,  at  the  expence  of  a  large  track  01  his 
own  dominions,  went  off  with  an  officer  in  the 
troops  of  Ulftcr,  and  forfook  the  hiilband  who 
had  given  fuch  ftrong  proofs  of  his  love  by  pre- 
ferring 

*  Each  bard  of  the  firft  clafs  fecond  daft  retained  fifteen, — acd 
entertained  thirty  others  of  an  in-  the  whole  number  amounted  to  a 
fcrior  rank. — —Every  bard  of  the       thoufaad. 
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.  £rrring  ic  even  Co  hi&  intereft.    The(e  thii^  mufl: 

,  have  been  deftruflive  of  the^  peace  of  any  man  of 

ienfe  and  feeling  -,  and  if  Connor  was  fuch  os  the 

hiftorians  repreknt  him,  they  muft  doubtleis  h^TC 

grealy  diC^urbed  his  quiet. 

tceatiflg.        The  Iriih  writers  take  notice  that  this  period 
was  diftinguijfhed  for  three  particular  tribes  or 
orders  of  knights,  who  graced  their  country  by 
their  warlike  atchicvemcnts.— The  firft  of  thefe 
-were  called  chiefs  or  knights  of  the  Red  Branch  r 
Thefe  were  commanded  by  Connor^  the  fecond 
order  had  a  government  in  Connaught  and  were 
headed  by  Oliol  iP^onn ;  and   the  third  confiAod 
of  a  feleft  family  called  the  children  of  Degad> 
from  whom  they  w^re  defccnded :  Thefe  lait  wcfc 
commanded  by  Conry  the  fon  of  Daire,  and  had 
their  abode  in  the  weft  of  Munller, — Thefe  tribes 
are  fsud  to  have  been  fo  courageous  and  fo  ikilled 
in  arms  that  they  never  could  be  conquered  but 
by  each  other. — However  true  this  may  be,  it 
rfeems  that  many  of  the  fcenes  of  blood  whkrh 
ftain  that  period  of  the  Irilh  hiftory,  weir  owing 
to  the  contefts  of    thefe  champions,    and   their 
extreme  defire  of    purchafmg    miUtary    glory*. 
.During  all  this  interval  Achy  Fey  loch,  the  monarch 
of  Ireland,   fcems  not  to  have  interfered  in  the 
provincial   difputes.      It    appears    that   he   was 
wholly  taken  up  in  grieving  for  the  lofs  of  his 
three  fons  who  fell  in  battle,  and  their  misfortune 
made  him  deteft  war,  whofe  calamities  he  had  felt 
fo  fevercly. 

A.   M.       Achy  A  rem  fucceeded  to    the    crown  ;— the 

'j^^'^*    firft  among  the  Irilh,  who  adopted  the  cuftom  of 

^''^""  burying  the  bodies  of  the  dead  in  graves  dug  ia 

the  earth,  which  before  ufed  to  be  only  covered 

with 

*  The  old  hiftoriaiiB  ^ve  us  a  heroet ;  but  they  ate  emitted  htn 
long  account  of  the  livesy  deaths  and  as  too  tidiout  aad  forci^  to  tbf 
exploiu    of   a    numhcx  of  thefe      hiilory.   . 
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wki^heBip^  of  day  or  ftones.;--*4ic  was  defcended 
fit>m.  the  royal  line  of  Heremon  ;  reigned  ten 
-jrcap  amL.vas  Sain  by  one  named  Siodbecall. 

£id6r%oil  grandfon  of  Dcgad  fucceeded  hins,  £!<>«'^p^ 
but  he  enjoyed  the  crown  only  fix  years^.  being 
flain  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  by 
*     Nuadba  Neachi,  of  the  Henenionian  Ime^  !vhoKuidin 
.in  a  few  months  time  was  himfelf  killed  by  tbc^**=*^ 
.ion  of  £iderfgo]L 

This  prince  fucceeded  to  the  monarchy  ^--hiscooarytiic 
.hame  was  Canary,  and  he  was  fumamed  iJbe  great  ^^^^ 
Jrom  his  l6ng  and  happy  reign,  which  continued 
for  threefcore  years,—  In  his  time,  the  royal  palace 
Nof  Tarah  was  deftroyed  by  fire ;  but  this  prince  re- 
built it  in  what  die  Irifh  writers  call  a  magni- 
ficent mannent— But  what  is  infinitely  more  re- 
markable, it  was  in  his  reign,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was 
born,  and  £0|ifeqaently  from  this  time  the  Chrif-chriftua 
ftian  JEra  commenced.  '^"' 

The  father  of  Conary  having  been  killed  by  a^^^* 
prince  of  Leinfter  :  this  monarch  levied  a  fine  upon 
the  province^  which  he  obliged  the  people  to  bind 
themlelves  and  their  fucccflbrs  for  ever:  he  alio 
infifted  on  having  Oflbry  given  up  to  him  which 
he  annexed  to  Munfter  his  native  country. — And 
thus  ihewed  his  refentment  for  his  father's  death, 
which  was  rather  carried  too  far,  and  was  certain- 
ly mtfapplied,  as  it  fell  upon  the  innocent  more 
than  upon  the  guilty. 

Great  encomiums  are  made  upon  this  monarch, 
ncverthelefs  very  few  particulars  are  related  of  Tiis 
long  reign,  which  at  laft  he  ended  by  an  aflault  of 
fome  defperate  ruffians  whom  he  had  banilhed 
the  ifland,  and  who,  returning  with  a  fon  of  the 
king  of  Wales  at  their  head,  landed  in  Ireland,  and 
inarched  fecretly  to  the  palace  of  Tarah,  which 
they  fet  fire  to,   and  C6nary    periihed   in    the 
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Rifbdht        Lughaid  Riabdheargwho  fucceeded  Conaiy»  was 
**^  defccnded  from  the  royal  line  of  Hereman.      He 

married  a  daughter  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  for 

grief  at  whofe  deceafe,  as  fome  fay,  he  fell   upon 

his  fword,  and  fo  put  an  end  to  his  life  after  a 

reign  of  twenty  years. 
Connor  Ab-     Lughaid  was  fucceeded  in  the  government   by 
riidhwui.  Connor  Abraidhruad  the.  Ion  of  Fergus  Fairge,  and 

defcended  from  the  line  of  Heremon.     He  reigned 

only  one  year  and  was  fucceeded  by 
crimthan       Crimthan  Niadhnar  who  was  the  fon  of  Lugaid» 
Niadhnar.  ^  ^^  j-^^  ^f  Hcrcmon. Hc  reigned  ♦  fixteen 

years,  and  died  by  a  fall  from  his  horle. 

•  Here  my  aurhoritics  differ  in  regard  to  many 
material  points  of  hiftory.  Though  Keating  men- 
tions nothing  of  a  war  raifed  by  the  Plebeians  at 
this  period,  yet  other  correft  writers  have  handed 
us  down  an  account  of  that  event,  which  inter- 
rupted the  Milefian  fucceflion  of  monarchs,  that 
had  continued  above  a  thoufand  years  in  Ire- 
land §. 

FirftPic.  According  to  thefc  authors,  a  confpiracy  was 
J'^"J^~7  formed  among  the  lower  fort  of  the  people  (chiefly 
"  'the  poftcrity  of  the  Firl  Bolgsor  Belgians)  to  over- 
turn, the  power  of  the  king  and  his  nobility. 
Their  plot  fucceeded  and  Carbry,  who  was  one 
of  the  demagogues,  was  ftt  up  for  their  prince. — 
This  ufurper   held  it  for  five  years,    but  at  his 

death 

*  Keating    fayt   it  was  in   this      Agricola  the  Romm    pnrernor   m 

monarch's    reign  that   our  Siviour  Britain  to  invade  Irclandy  endeav- 

was  born,  but  Archb!(hop  Ulherand  ouhng    to   perfvade  him  that    he 

other  correct   writcis     place    that  might  complete  the  conoueft  of  that 

event  fooner,  as  I  have  done.  country  with  a   iingle   legirn  |  but 

^  This  Crimthan  it  faid  to  have  if  the  Reman  had  tried  it  it  pro- 

xpade  an  all:ance  with  the  Pi^s  in  bable  he  would  have  found  bimfcK 

Britain,    and  in  conjunftion  with  difyppointed. — Tacitus  relates   thif 

them  to'  have  made  an  irruption  kft  circumftance,    which  conimna 

into    the    Roman   province^    from  the  fa^,  but  hlfVortans  differ  as  to 

whence  he  brought  ofr*  many  tro-  th«  period  when  it  happened,  and 

phics  urA  much    fpoil  and  plunder,  an  iriih   writer    whofe   worics   ^m 

3ome  authors  fay,  tliat  in  his  time  now  before  me,  placet  it  fo  late  » 

a  chief -of   a  (iCtioa,    Simulated  the  reign  of  Tuatlial  Techtmar, 
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death,  his  fon  Moran^  who  was  too  yirtuous  to 
follow  his  father's  ill  example,  renounced  th^  go^ ' 
vemmeDt  and  perfuaded  the  people  to  reftore  the 
royal  family,  which  they  did  accordingly^  andiFc-^- 
itdach  the  fon  of  the  late  monarch  Crimtfaan, 
mounted  the  throne  upon  his  abdication. 

This  Feredach  was  a  man  of  great  virtue  aiid  a.  t>.^(;. 
great  abSities,  and  was  fumamed  from  his  up-rcrcdach. 
riehtnefs  ^he  jfuft.  He  appointed  Moran  the  fon 
of  Carbry  who  had  rcfigned  to  him,  his  firfl:  mi- 
rnftcr  and  chief  juft ice  of  Ireland,  who  aftcd  up 
to  his  character  throughout  all  his  adminiftration, 
and  was  careful  that  all  the  inferior  judges  ihould 
behave  with  juftice  and  impartiality.  Feredach 
having  reigned  twenty  one  years,  died  a  natural 
death,*  and  was  fucceeded  by  Fiachadh  Fion.  • 

Fiachad  Fion  who  was  the  fon  of  Daire,  of  theFUchid 
race  of  Hercmon  reigned  only  three  years,  and^"*^ 
tlma  was  killed  by  the  fon  of  the  preceding  mo- 

Bbchad  Fionluid  who  flew  him,  fucceeded  iii'^iS*^^. 
and^er  rcisning  feven  years  *,  was  flain  in  the  *°  '^'^ 
b^inning  of  the  fecond  rebellion. 

Keating  fays,  that  at  a  great  entertainment,  tOsecondPte* 
vhich  alio  the  principal  perfons  among  his  nobi-*'«i*awar. 
fity  being  invited,  (hared  die  fame  fate  wirh  him  ; 
but  as,  upon  comparing  the  relations  of  different 
writers,  this  author  appears  here  to  have  confound- 
ed two  ftories  together,  I  fhall  follow  him  no  far- 
ther in  this  place ;   but  to  proceed  to  inform  the 
reader  from  other  authorits,  that  tke  monarch  be-' 
ing  ilain,  the  crown  was  fixed  upon  the  head  of 
Ebm,  their  principal  champion,  and  that  fome  of 
die  provincial  kings  were  concerned  in  bringing 
about  this  revolution. 

ButElim,  in  the  end,  was  not  able  to  prefer veEiim. 
his  ufurped  power. — The  feditious  people,  who  had 


*  Kcatiiif  fayt  hvtmy,  but  that  cbronolofy  does  not  agree. 
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ittrefted  him  with  it,  feon  begbd  to  be  tmfcsiy 
oa  the  one  hasd  at  his  manner  of  admim* 
fteriag  it  and  the  authority  which  petty  prziX'-^ 
ces  in  his  reign  pretended  to,  whUft  on  thr 
'  other,  Tuathal  Techtmar  the  iba  of  the  late 
king  Fiachadh  and  grandibn  of  Feredacfa,  having* 
taken  refuge  among  the  Pi&s  of  Nofth  Britain^ 
began  to  form  fchemes  for  the  recovery  of  the* 
kingdom  of  his  anceftors. 

This  prince^  conuntierating  the  diftrefies  of  his* 
nadve  country,  which  befides  the  other  evik  coo- 
fequent  to  bad  government,  was  afili£bed  with  a 
greac  famine,  ufed  all  his  intereft  ^th  the  FiAifh 
king,  his  grandfadier  by  the  mother's  fide,  to  ob- 
tain a  force  fufiicient  to  attack  the  urfurper.    An. 
aid  o[  ibhliers  being  granted  him  by  that  monarchy 
he  immediately  embarked  and  happily  landed  fafe 
in  Ireland,   whore,  being  jo'med  by  many  loyah 
friends,  he  marched  towards  the  royaL  palace  of: 
Tarah,  and  was   there  proclaimed  king  by  a  ton^: 
fiderabk  body  of  the  nbbility  and  great  men  in 
patliament  ai&mbled. — ^This  being  happily  efie&«*^: 
ed,  he  departed  in  fearch  of  the  ufurper  Elim,  who* 
had  drawn  out  all  his  forces  to  oppofe  him«    But 
the  two  armks  meeting,  that  of  Elim,  was  defeated* 
ajid  he  himfelf  Qain  in  the  battle.    Af£er  this  the 
prince  purfued  his  vi£bory  in  fuch  a  maancr^^  that' 
he    foon    reduced  all  the  provinces,    and   made' 
himlelf  fole  naonafch  of  die  ifland.-^Thefe  things*- 
being  happily  accomplilhed,  he  called  together  ttei 
royal  afiemWy  of  Tarah,  who  owned: him  for  their: 
f&vercign,  and  folemnly  fwore  to  continue  the  fuc-; 
cefllon  of  the  Irifh  monarchy  in  the  line  of  hb  pof^ 
terity. — However  we  find  that  the  eleftive  form  of 
government  was  not  aboliflied,  and  the  fucceflbrs 
of  this  prince  who  filled  the  throne,  were  obliged 
to.  the  people  for  their  fufirages,  thou^  they  had 
fwom  thai:    the    election   (hould    light  upon  his 
family. 

This 
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Tfcis  partianacofc  which  Tutthal  had  called  to- Jj«^^ 
gcthtf  for  the  moft  pnidenc  cnds<  proved .  every 
way  favourahfe  to  Us  purpofes  -»  for  they  pafibd  a 
decree  for  the.fepiration  ofcertsialaige  trafts  of 
land  from  each  o£  the  four  provinces,  where  the 
holders  joined  together,  whence  under  the  notion  of 
adopting  this  %ot  for  demtfne,  lands  to  fuppoct  tho. 
rp^ai  h^ifliokl, .  he  formed  the  county  or  kingdooi 
ot  Meath*,  whid^  afterwards  became  the  pecu-^ 
liar  inheritance  :of  the  monarchs  of  Ireland.  . 

In  each  of  the  portions  thus  feparated  from  the 
fmir  provinces  Tuathal,.caufcd  palate^  to  be  ereft- 
cd,  which  might  adorn  them  and  Qommemorato^ 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  added  t^  thir 
loyal  domain. 

la  the  track  taken  out  of  Munfter^  he  builc  the 

ealace  called  fiachtaga,  where  the  lacred  fire  caUed 
y  chat  name  was  kindled,  and  where  all  the  pneft» 
and  druids  .annually  niet  on  the  laft  day  of  O&a^ 
ber,  on  the  evening  of  which  day  it  was  ena&ed: 
that.rio  other  fire  fhould  be  ufed  throughout  the 
kingdom,  in  order  that  all  the  fires  might  be  de-n' 
rived  from  this  which  bebg  lighted  up  as  a  fire  of 
iacrifice^  jhsk  fuperftition,  kd  them  to  believei' 
WQttki  render  all  the  reft  propitious  and  holy«^ 
Afid  fcfr  this  privilege  every  family  was  to  pay 
tfafee^pence  by  way  of  acknowledgfcmeot  to  the. 
king  of  MunOer. 

The  fecond  royal  palace  was  ere&ed  in  the  pro-^ 
portion  taken  from  the  provmce  of  Connaught, 
w*  built  for  the  purpofe  of  the  aficmbly  called: 
The  Convocation  of  Vifneach,  at  which  all  the  in- 
habitants were  fummoned  to  appear  on  thefirft.  • 

day 

•  "  Though  a  temtoiy  of  land  called  till  the  time  pf  this  prince, 

'  Sdjacent  to  Vifneach,  (fays  Keating)  .who  eftabliihad  it  as  a  diftina  part 

^wi  knomn  hy  the-namc  of  Meath  t  of  the  county,  fram  ovaty  one  of 

frpQi  the  time  of  the  fbns  of  Name-  the  provinces.'*— This  therefore  was ' 

4^  yef  the  pttmOrtibn  that  wu  the  foundatioa  tif  the  fitUi  king-.' 

Ufmni  and  dinded,  wai  not  ib  docn  in  Irthnd. 
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diy  of  Mayv  to  ofFcr  facrifice  to  Beul  or  Bel  the 
God  of  Fire,  in  whofe  honour  twa  large  fires   be- 
ing kindled,  tlie  natives  ufed  to  drive  their  cattle 
between  thdm,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  prefer* 
vative  for  them  againft  accidents  and  diftennpefs^ 
And  this  was  called  Beul-'Tinne,  Bel-Tine,  or  the- 
Fdftival  of  the  God  of  Fire,     The  king  of  Con- 
iraught  at  this  meeting  claimed  a  horfe  and  arrns 
from  every  lord  of  a  mannor  or  chieftain,  as  an ' 
acknowledgement  for  the  lands  taken  from  that 
province  to  add  to  the  territory  of  Meath. 
-  The  third  palace  was  that  of  Taikean,  which  Was 
crefted  in  the  part  that  was  taken  from  the  pro*- 
-vincc  of  Ulfter,  wliere  the  {bat  of  that  name  was 
held,    which  was  remarkable  for  this  particular^ 
circurhftance,   that  the  irihabkaiits  brought  their 
Children  thither,  males  and  females,  and  contracted 
t^em  in  marriage,  where  the  parents  having  agreed 
upon  articles,  the  young  people  were  joined  accord^ 
ihglyi 

'  The  fair  abovemcntioned  had  been  eftablifhed 
long   before  by   Lugad  Lamfhada,  as  the   Iriih- 
writers  affert,  in  memory  of  a  queen  of  that  name' 
who  had  tiaken  care  of  him  in  his  infancy,  and  waa^ 
hfid  on  Lammas:  Day.-^But. no  palace  had  been 
ereftcd  there  till  the  reign  of  Tuathal  as  abovo- 
mentioned.   Every,  couple,  conthufted  at  this  meet- 
ing paid  the  king  of  Ulfter  an  ounce  of  filver by- 
way of  acknowJedgfemenc. 

.  The  royal  manfion  of  Tara  being  rebuilt  «iiithis^ 
reign,  on  the  lands  originally  belonging  to  the 
king  of  Lcinfter,  was  reckoned  as  the  fourth  of . 
•  thcfe  palaces  i  but  as  a  fabric  of  this  name  had 
ftpod  there  before,  we  do  not  find  that  any  ac- 
knowledgement was  made  for  it  to  the  king  of 
Leinfter. —  '         \ 

Ic  appears  that  Tjaathal  having  re-edified  and 
improved  this  palace,  revived  alio  die  inftkutions 

of 
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of  Ollam  Fodhla,  which  we  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
count of  that  prince's  rdgn,  and  feems  in  many  re- 
fjK'dts  to  have  followed  his  fteps,  and  adminiltered 
the  government  In  general,  with  wifdom  and  juftice  j 
though  his  rcfentment  of  an  affront  put  upon  hihi 
by  the  king  of  Leinfter  made  hini  adopt  a  con- 
duct not  fo  reconcileable  to  juftice  as  one  might 
have  expefted  from  lb  good  a  king,  though  it 
was  no  more  than  what  has  been  pradtifed  by  fome 
of  the  moft  renowned  princes  upon  earth.  The 
affair  was  this  : — 

Tuathal  having  given  Dairine  his  cldeftdaugh-SsllJlS:^ 
ter,  in  marriage  to  Achy  king  of  Leinfter,  thatt^^/^cry. 
prince  about  a  year  after  he  had  taken  his  queen 
home,  made  another  vifit  to  the  monarch  at  his  * 
palace  of  Tar^h,  v/here  he  informed  him-vvith  great 
leeming  concern,  that  his  wife  was  dead,  and  ad- 
ded that  there  was  no  other  way  of  repairing  the 
lofs  but  that  of  beftowing  Fithiar  her  younger  fiftcr 
upon  him  :    this  being  complied  with,  Achy  took 
her  alio  home  to  his  palace.     But  when  that  un- 
happy lady  arrived  there,  (he  found  her  elder  fifler 
yet  living,  which  circumftance  raifed  in  her  fuch 
violent  emotions  of  grief  and  anger,  that  fhe  fell 
into  fits,  which  carried  her  off  in  the  bloom  of 
her  years ;    and  the  melancholy   event  fo  affected 
Dairine  that  it  occafioncd  her  death  foon  after; 
and  thus  both,  princeffes  fell  a  viijtim  to  Achy*s    * 
incontinence,  who  was  net  long,  however,    before 
he  had  fufScient  reafons  to  repent  the  treachery. 

Tuathal,  who  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to  put 
up  with  fuch  an  injury,  refolved  immediately  to 
revenge  it : — for  this  purpofe  he  difpatched  mcf- 
fcngers  to  all  the  principal  people  under  his  go- 
venMienc,  reprefcnring  the  perfidious  behaviour  of 
the  king  of  Leinfter,  and  defiring  they  would  levy- 
troops  to  join  him,  and  enable  hiin  to  punilh  the 
bafenelk  of  that  prince. 

Vol.  I.  F,  Th« 
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The  perfpns  to  whom  he  addreffcd  himfclf  ac- 
cordingly met  him  with  their  forces  at  Tarah,  and 
after  this  junftion  the  monarch  invaded  Leinfter 
^ith  fire  and  fword.  Achy  had  at  firft  propofed 
to  meet  him  in  the  field,  but  finding,  on  a  review 
of  his  forces,  that  he  (hould  ftand  no  chance  of 
viftory,  if  the  troops  engaged,  he  changed  his  con- 
duft,  and  begged  a  ceffation  of  arms,  the  confc- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  the  contending  princes 
entered  into  a  peaceful  treaty.  TuathaT  Techt- 
mar  was  merciful  enough  to  grant  a  peace,  whei> 
he  might  have  deftroyed  the  country,  but  the 
terms  he  impofed  were  fuch  as  muft  be  confefled 
to  bear  hard  upon  the  province ;  for  he  demanded 
that  the  king  and  people  of  Leinfter,  (hould  bind 
themfelves  by  a  fokmn  engagement,  which  ihould 
oblige  them  and  their  fucccflbrs  for  ever  to  pay  ta 
himielf  and  the  fucceeding  monarchs  of  Ireland, 
fr?bmJ*  to- ^"^^  thoufand  cows,  three  thoufand  hogs,  three 
kiiflKd.  thoufand  Ihcep,  three  thoufand  ounces  of  filvcr, 
and  the  fame  number  of  copper  cauldrons  and 
mantles  *.  To  this  perpetual  tribute  Achy  and  his 
people  agreed  in  their  diftrefs  ;  but  it  was  only 
becaufe  they  could  not  do  otherwife  without  ex- 
pofing  tliemfelves  to  abfolute  ruin  ;  but  in  after- 
times  whenever  the  kings  his  fucceflbrs  found  op- 
/  porrunity,  they  exerted  all  their  ftrength  to  (hake 
off  the  impofition,  which  occafioned  many  bloody 
wars  between  the  kings  of  Ireland  and  the  princes 
of  that  diftrift,  and  fecms  to  have  caufcd  fuch 
a  difaffeftion  in  the  whole  province  to  the  mo- 
narchs and  their  government,  that  the  people  of 
Leinfter  gave  the  greateft  encouragement  t6  fo- 
reign invaders,  and  helped  at  laft  effeftuaUy  to 
overthrow  the  independancy  of  the  kingdom. 

•  *  One  third  part  of  th)s  fubfSdf  naught,  and  the  other  thitd  to  the 

was  to  be   paid   to  the  people  of  '  Nials  or  Nealt  of  the  north:  att 

Aleachy  the  monarches  own  territory ;  thefc  afllfled  the  DOOarch  in  hit  cr- 

on«  third  to  the  people  of  Co«-  fcditiooa 

It 
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It  is  to  be  obfenred  hfre,  that  one  of  the  bell 
and  wifeft  of  the  ancient  Irifh  monarchs  by  this 
ralh  ftep  laid  the  foundation  of  the  future  cala- 
mities, and  final  redudion  of  his  Country.  A  tru€ 
portrait  of  the  impcrfeftion  of  human  nature,  and 
an  excellent  lejQTon  for  princes  never  to  let  private 
imcrefts,  or  private  pafllons,  prevail  on  them  to 
forget  the  good  of  their  people,  for  which  alono 
they  were  primitively  conftituted. 

Tuathal,  during  his  reign,  made  many  reguk^ 
tions,  fome  of  which  related  to  arts  and  manu^* 
fa&ures  ;  and  encouraged  the  Milcfians  to  become 
tradefmen,  who  hitherto  had  difdaincd  fuch  occu-* 
pations  and  left  them  entirely  to  the  poor  remains 
of  the  Belgians,  and  Tuatha  dc  Danans ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  appointed  committees  pi  trade,  that 
honoured  or  difgraced  the  manufafturers  accord* 
ing  to  their  merits  or  demerits  •,  which  was  a 
wife  inftitution,  and  paved  the  way  to  bring  ill 
time  more  riches  to  the  monarch's  co(}er  than  all 

the  Boromaean  tribute. Tuathal  Techtmar  was 

laft  (lain  by  his  fuccefTor,  Mai,  the  fon  of  Rug^ 
ruidh. 

This  Mai  was  defcended  from  Ir,  the  royal  Mi-  Mil, 
lefian ;  he  reigned  but  four  years,  and  was  flain 
by  Fcadlim  Reachtmar. 

Feadlim  Reachtmar,    was   the  fon  of  Tuathal    a.   d. 
Techtmar.  There  is  little  more  related  of  this  mo-    ?^' 
ftarch  than  that  he  eftabliflied  the  law  of  Italia- ^,J|;J^;^^ 
tion,  and  had  a  happinefs  denied  to  many  greater 
tnonarchs,  namely,  that  of  dying  a  natural  death, 
after  a  ten  years  reign* 

Cathir,    furnamed  the  Great,  for  what  reafonCithir. 
we  know  not,  unlefs  on  account  of  his  great  riches, 
fucceeded  Feadlim.     He  was  defcended  from  the 
line  of  Hcremon.     After  a  reign  of  near  three 
years,  he  was  (lain  by  Conn,  who  fucceeded  him 


on  the  throne« 
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^cll^^  -  ^^^  ^^^^  Cathach,  called  the  hero  of  the 
hundred  battles,  takuig  into  his  hands  the  reins 
of  government;  demanded  the  Boromaean  tribute, 
which  the  king  of  Leinftcr  refufing  to  pay,  the 
inonarch  prepared  to  recover  ic  by  force  of  arms  ^ 
but  he  was  vanquiflicd  in  two  engagements,  and 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  his  rival  advance  as 
far  as  the  palace  of  Tarah,  which  he  took  and  ab- 

fokitely  kept'  poflcfiion   of  for   fovir   years.-- 

However,  being  a  prince  whofc  fpirit  w^as  not  eafily 
broken  by  difappointments,  he  at  length  once  more 
colleded  his  triends  and  followers,  regained  at 
cnce  his  palace  and  his  honour,  and  in  the  end, 
having  dcl'earcd  the  king  of  Lxnnller  in  feveral  en- 
gagements, obliged  him  to  paytlic  tribute  required, 
which  however,  was  ftill  only  rcfervcd  for  a  fub- 
jedt  of  contention  at  fome  fitter  opportunity. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  difpute  in  which  Conn 
involved  hiiin'elf  and  his  kingdom.  As  warlike 
princes  are  fo  intoxicated  with  glcry,  fo  the  rea- 
der muft  not  exped  the  "  Ikro  of  an  hundred 
battles,*'  to  reign  in  peace  and  tranquility.  This 
monarch  foon  found  another  occafion  to  draw  his 
fword,  in  order  to  take  part  in  a  quarrel,  his  in- 
terfering in  which  v;en:  near  to  coft  him  his  king;- 
dom.  For  the  dcfcendaiits  of  Dcgad  (who  was 
foftercd  by  Duach)  having  got  footing  in  Mun- 
Ilci",  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Hcberian  line.  Mogha 
Nuadat,  a  prince  of  the  lafc-mcntioned  family, 
who  was  alio  ityled  Eugene-,  conrrafting  an  alli- 
ance v/ith  a  fon  of  Cathir  the  Great,  that  held  the 
government  of  Munftcr,  obtained  an  aid  of  troops 
from  that  prince  to  afiilt  him  in  a  defign  he  had 
of  driving  all  the  pollerity  of  Degad  out  of  the 

kingdom. lie  had  no  lbori».T    taken    the  field 

with  his   preparation,  than  king   Angus  met  him, 
fnd    a     bloody    engagement    enfued,     in    which, 
however,    that ,  prince  was  entirely  ^  defeated,  and 
Eugene  drove  his  enemies  out  of  t!]e*jWvince. 
i  '    '  The 
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The  vanqiiifliecl  prince,    on  this,    immediatclj^ 
applied  to  Conn  for  protection  and  afliftance,  and 
that  monarch   taking  up  his  caufe,  lent  him  one 
thoufand  five  hundred   men  ;    but   thefe  likewife* 
were  defeated  by  Eugene ;  however  Conn  continued 
the  war,    and  according   to  the  old   hiftory,    at 
length  defeated  Eugene,  and  obliged  him  to  quit 
the   ifland.     Neverthelefs,  according  to  the  fame 
accounts,  after  a  nine  years  exile,-  he  returned  fo 
powerful,   that  his  armies  over  run  one  half  the 
country,  and  Conn  v/r.s  glad  to  compound  for  the 
other  half.     Thefe  divifions  being  diUinguilhed  by 
the  names  of  Leath-Conn,    and  Leath-Moghad, 
which  meant  Conn's   half,    and   Moghad's    half, 
'marked  the  fcparate  dominions  of  the  princes.—^ 
But  as  Eugene  had  hitherto  been  fucccfsful,  arid 
was  of  an  ambitioils  fpirit,  the  monarch  foon  per-      •   ^ 
ceived  that  half  would  not  content  him.     His  new 
colleague  making  new  demands,  he  was  therefore     '     "" 
refolved  not  to  yield  to  them,  and  both  parties  pre- 
pared for  battle  :    but  the  king  finding  himfclf 
weaker  than  his  rival,  did  not  think  fit  to  tnift 
his  caufe  to  the  hazard  of  a  battle ;  but  finding 
means  to  enter  Eugene's  camp,  one  morning  He- 
fore  he  arofe,  was  ungenerous  enough  to  kill  him 
in   his  bed,    and  fo  put  a  period  to  the  war. — 
Thus   fell  Eugene,    who  left  a  fon  behind  hini, 
named  OHiol  Olum,  of  whom  we  Ihall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fpenk  more  hereafter.     In  the  mean  tinfe 
it  is  neccflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  after  thh 
event,  Cwn   having  rcftored  the  tribe  of  Degad 
to  their  poflcfljons  in  Munfter,  gave  a  daughter  of 
his  in   marriage  to  a  prince  of  that  family.     This 
monarch  ended  his  life  by  an  afTaflination ;  for  it 
is   faid  that  the  king  of  UlfVer,    either   through 
hatred  to  his  perfon,  or  an  ambition  to  his  crowrt, 
caufcd  him  to   be  (lain  by  a.  number  of  rulfiaris, 
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difguifed  in  the  habics  of  women  :  but  he  did  not 
fuccecd  him  in  the  monarchy.  , 

A'  ^'        The  crown  devolved  after  his  death,  upon  Co- 
Coniry.'^  ^^^Yi.  his  fon-in-law,  who  was  rcfolvccj  to  increafe  by 
all  poflible  methods   the    power  and  confequence 
of  die  tribe  of  Degad^  from  whence  he  was  dd- 
fccnded.     To  this  end,  maugre  all  oppofition,  he 
procured  a  prince  of  that  family   to  be  clcftccl 
Iciag  of  Ulftcr,  a  circumftapce  which  gave  them 
great  afcendancy  in  that  province.     But  while  Co- 
nary  was  employed  in  contriving  fchemes  for  the 
advancement  of  his  family,  and  other  projeds  •,  h^ 
was  murdered  by  JJemeth,  his  o>vn  relation,  after 
a  reign  of  nine  years,  and  his  aflfaflin,   after  hi^ 
deceaie^  was  married  to  his  widow,  notwithftandr 
ing  which,  in  a  future  period,  her  fons  took  mea-r 
fures  to  revenge  their  father's  death, 
^iJ!'    .     To  Cpnary  fucceeded  Art,  furnimcd  the  Melaa- 
•^SjrtT"  choly,  who  held  the  government  for  thirty  years, 
One  of  his  fiftcrs  was  firft  married  to  Conary,  and 
afterwards  to  Ncmeth,  who  affaffinated  him ;  ano- 
ther called  Saba,    the  widgw  of  Mac  Niled,  by 
^hom    Ihe    bad  a  ion  called  Mac  Conn,    after* 
wards  became  the  wife  of  OUiol  Olum.     The  race 
of  Conn  Cead  Cathach,    at  this  time  formed  4 
powerful  fadion  j  and  Arf,  the  Melancholy,  docs 
not  feem  from  the  accounts  given  of  him  in  hiftory, 
to  have  been  a  prince  fit  to  cure  the  maladies  of 
.9  diltracfced  ftat(;,  which  in  the  end  proved  the  caul^ 
gf  his  deftrudiion. 

Oiliol  Olum,  ,at  this  period  king  of  Munfter, 
•})aving  baniflicd  Mac  Con,  his  chfcf 'judge,  for 
gn  abufc  that  he  bad  been  guilty  of  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  for  which  purpofe,  (as  Warn.f 
obfcrves)  it  is  Ukely  he  was  obliged  to  have  rcr 
^ourfe  to  the  power  of  the  monarch :  the  exile  be- 
ing of  a  factious  difpofition,  applied  himfclf  to 
Bein  grit,  prince  pf  Wales,  to  Iqpply  him  with  a 
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body  of  troops  to  enable  him  to  make  a  defcent  on 
Ireland,  and  Mac  Conn  having  befides  enlifted  un- 
der his  banners  a  numerous  army,  coUeded  from  ^^  . 
different  nations,  and  having  provided  tranfports  W*1^ 
proper  for  his  purpofe,  he  embarked  again  for 
Ireland,  and  without  meeting  with  any  inter- 
ruption, landed  on  the  coaft,  and  lent  a  challenge  to 
rhc  Jri(h  monarch,~noc  to  meet  him  hand  xo 
hand,-«-but  to  decide  the  quarrel  by  a  general  en- 
gagement. Immediately  on  receiving  this  defiance, 
the  monarch  fent  for  Olliol  Olum  but  of  Mun- 
fter,  who  made  no  delay  to  join  him  \ — as  he  had 
made  very  clofe  connexions  with  the  fons  of  Co- 
nary,  whofe  fifter  he  had  married  ;  he  called  them  ' 
alfo  to  his  afliftance,  to  fupprefs  Mac  Conn,  who 
was  fupported  in  the  rebellion  by  their  father's  af- 
faflin.  By  thefe  means.  Art  faw  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  Urge  force  %  but  the  leader  of  the  mi- 
litia, on  whom  he  chiefly  depended,  moft  unex- 
peftedly  refufed  to  join  him  at  his  grcateft  need ; 
and  befides  feduced  many  of  his  o/ficers  from  their 
allegiance.  This  chief  of  the  militia  was  named 
Fin,  and  is  afferted  to  be  the  fame  who  is  ftyled 
Fingal,  in  the  poems  of  Oflian,  and  has  been  reprc- 
fen  ted  there  as  a  hero  of  Caledonian  birth. 

Surrounded  thus  by  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies. 
Art  had  but  a  melancholy  profpecl  on  the  day  of 
battle.  However,  having  been  roufed  from  that 
refverie,  which  he  feemed  to  have  been  lulled  into 
before,  he  (hook  off^  the  gloom  that  till  then 
had  hung  upon  his  fpirits,  and  having  folemnly 
execrated  his  perfidious  general,  prepared  with  ar- 
dour for  the  expefted  fight. 

A  terrible  engagement  enfued,  and  viftory 
long  remained  doubtful,  but  at  length  Art  was 
killed  by  Lugad,  a  brother  of  OUiol  Olum,  who 
notwithftanding  the  bond  of  "blood,  had  taken 
a  different  part  in  the  difputc;  This  Lugad  is  rc- 
*      F  4  ported 
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ported  to  have  been  a  warrior  of  fo  fa v age  a  dif- 
pofition,  ^lat  when  once  warmed  to  adion,  he 
could  not  even  dlftinguifh  friends  from  foes  -,  and 
his  prowefs  in  tliofc  days  was  deemed  to  be  irre- 
fiftable. 

Among  the  flain,  befides  the  monarch  Art,  were 
the  king  of  Connaiight,  and  five  fens  of  Olliol 
Olum,  who  claimed  the  fame  mother  as  the  rebel 
chief,  but  were  not  fpared  upon  this  bloody  day. 
A.   D.        Within  a  few  days,  Mac  Conn,  wlioknew  how 
_211_to  ufe  his  victory,  triumphed  over  all  his  enemies, 
hi^Conn.  ^^^  in  his  turn  gave  to  Ireland  a  monarch  of  the 
,  race  of  Ith,  the. royal  Milefian.     After  a  reign  of 
three  years,  Cormac  the  fon  of  An,  caufcd  hiin 
to  be  aflaffinated,  in  revenge  for  his  rebellion  againft 
his  fadier. — And  thus  ended  his  ufurpacion. 

Bur  here  I  mull  interrupt  the  courfe  of  the 
narration  a  while,  to  take  notice  of  an  event, 
which  ought  by  no  means  to  be  omitted  in  a  hif- 
tory  like  this.  It  is  no  lefs  than  the  migration  of 
a  colony,  from  Ireland  to  Scotland  j  which  hap- ' 
pened  in  the  third  century. 
Sc^DlirU  Among  the  fons  of  Olliol  Olum,  there  v^as  one 
dJinScot' who  was  known  by  the  c^illinguilhed  name  of  Achy 

^*"^' . .  Ruada  or  Riada,  who  was  permitted  by  Olliol  to 

Kctdng.  raife  a  fufficient  body  of  forces,  to  eftabiifh  him- 
Wimer.  felf  in  the  province  of  Ulftcr.  Fergus,  then  king 
of  that  territory,  being  of  the  family,  favoured 
him  and  his  followers,  who  were  of  the  race  of 
Degad;  and  by  the  afTiftance  Achy  Ruada  pro- 
cured, he  foon  fettled  himfelf  in  Ulfter,  norv/ith- 
ftanding  all  the  oppofition  of  the  Irians  ;  and 
from  this  circumftance,  the  acquifition  they  made 
took  the  name  of  Dalriada  *,  or  the  portion  of 
Riada  ;     but  as  Achy   was  one  of  thole    that, 

having 

•  VaI  or  Deal  figntfy'rg  in  the       Dalriada,  a.  d,  Riada's  fliarc  or  dl» 
EhiPi  a  portiojiot*  diviii.n.     Hence       vi^oa. 


Digitized  by 


Gopgle 


HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.         73 

having  much,  ftill  grafp  at  more,  obferving  a 
country  over  againft  his  dillrift,  which  appeared 
eafy  of  accefs,  he  embarked  with  his  followers, 
and  either  by  force  or  treaty,  (much  more  likely 
by  the  latter)  he  obtained  a  fettkment  there  alfo 
for  his  tribe  from  the  'Britilh  Pifts ;  and  that  track 
of  land  was  afterwards  for  maay  ages  denomi- 
nated the  Albanian  Dalriada^  —a  name  given  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Argyle,  who  were  defcended  from 
tfiis  Iriih  colony. 

A  modern  writer  *  has  indeed  endeavoured  to 
overthrow  this  and  all  other  accounts  of  lany  fet- 
tlcment  of  the  Iriih  in  Scotland ;  but  he  has  only 
endeavoured  it ;  for  all  the  arguments  that  learned 
gtntlem'an  has  nfed  have  been  fully  refuted  in  a  . 

ftill  later  publication. In  efFeft,    it  has  been 

proved,  notwithftanding  all  the  bold  aflertions  of 
the  former — That  it  appears  from  the  beft  autho- 
rities, there  was  fuch  a  migration,  about  the  time 
above-mentioned; — that  the  name  of  Dalriada  is 
confiftently  with  the  rules  of  the  Erfe  language,  to  . 
be  explained  as  in  our  former  note  ; — and  that  all 
other  hypothefies  to  account  for  this  name,  arc 
vague  and  infufficienr. — Thus  we  may  fairly  con- 
clude, that  the  Irifh  writers  have  not  deceived 
us  in  this  point,  if  any  faith  is  to  be  given  to 
hiftory,  when  fupported  by  concurring  teftimonies. 

Mac  Conn  having  been  (lain,  as  I  have  related, 
by  the  contrivance  of  .Cormac,  the  fon  of  Art,  the 
latter  imagining  that  he  had  fecured  to  himfelf  the 
fuccefTion  to  his  father's  throne,  made  a  grand  en- 
tertainmtrnt  for  the  king  and  chiefs  of  Ulft?r.  But 
he  did  nor  find  the  acc^uifition  lb  eafy  as  he  had 
imagined  it  would  be ;  for  the  prince  whom  he  en- 
tertained, whofe  name  was  Fergus,  himfelf  afpi-, 
ring  to  the  monarchy,  was  offended  at  Cormac  for 
laying  claim  to  it,   and  refolvcd,  on  this  accoimt, 

to 
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to  dilgrace,  if  not  to  dcftroy  him  at,  his  own  en* 
tertainment.  Therefore,  making  no  fcruple  to  vi^ 
late  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  he  o\;clered  one  of  his 
people  to  burn  Cormac's  face  aiid  beard,  which 
was  accordingly  dgne,  and  he  was  orivcA  with  ig- 
nominy from  his  own  table,  and  from  the  pro- 
^"^^  vince  of  Ulftcr.  On  his  departure,  Fergus  let 
bimfclf  up  for  monarch  of  Ireland,  and,  after  two 
engagements  accompliflied  his  aim,  and  was  en- 
throned in  the  royal  palace  of  Tarah. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ri^tful  prince  who  had  ful- 
lied  his  honour  in  attempting  to  regain  that  right  by 
treachery,  met  his .  punifhment  in  his  difappoint- 
ment,  and  the  ill  treatment  he  received  from 
the  king  of  Ulfter.  He  was  now  a  wanderer,  fup- 
plicating  aid  in  other  provinces.  He  had  in  his  firft 
hurry  withdrawn  himfclf  into  Connaught,  and  after- 
wards he  applied  to  the  furvivors  ofthe  family  of 
Olliol  Olum,  yet  remaining  in  the  ifland.  Thady,  a 
grandfon  of  that  prince,  promifed  him  his  afliftance; 
but  withal  advifol  him,  as  the  means  of  fccurii^ 
vidlory  on  the  day  of  battle,  to  aflRxiate  himfclf 
with  Lugad  Laga,  who  was  reckoned  invincible 
in  arms  in  thofc  days.— What  is  it  that  men  will 
not  ftoop  to,  in  order  to  gratify  their  revenge  ? 
This  Lugad,  the  very  perfon  that  flew  Cormac*s 
father,  yet  Cormac  defccnded  to  fupplicate  his  af- 
liftance againft  the  king  who  had  difhonourcd  him ; 
and  Lugad,  plcafed  with  being  applied  to,  pro- 
mifed the  prince  to  gratify  his  utmoft  wi(hes.-^In 
fliort,  pafling  over  fome  ftrange  fables,  and  extra- 
ordinary occurences,  let  it  fuffice  to  inform  the  rea- 
der, that  Cormac,  Thady,  and  Lugad,  at  the  head 
of  a  confiderable  body  of  men,  met  and  engaged 
the  forces  of  Fergus,  himfclf  and  his  brothers  be^ 
ing  all  flain  in  the  fight  by  the  hand  of  Luga4 
who  was  fo  terrible  in  his  rage,  that  according  to  the 
Irifh  writers,   even  Cormac  though  now  his  ally, 
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vras  obliged  to  keep  out  of  his  way,  till  the  ardour 
that  the  banle  kindled  in  his  bolbm  had  fubfided. 
After  this.  Lugad  prefented  him  with  the  heads 
of  the  three  brothers ;  and  the  prince  reaped  tlie 
fruits  of  a  vi<5tory,  which  that  old  foldier  and 
Thady  purchafed  for  hira  with  toil  and  blood ; 
being  both  grieviouQy  wounded  in  the  battle- 
However,  the  latter  of  thefc  was  rewarded  with  a 
track  of  land  *  on  the  b*)ks  of  the  Liffey,  for  the 
fuccors  he  had  lent  the  fon  of  Art,  who  was  now 
by  the  afllftance  of  his  allies,  advanced  to  the  mo-  oTiahcrty, 
narchy  of  Ireland,  % 

When  the  authority  of  Cocniag  was  fully  cfta.- 
blifhed  ^  be  fet  himfelf  to  rcvife  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  edabliflied  fuch  good  rules  and  ordi- 
nances as  were  followed  by  the  Irilh  for  many  ages 
after  his  death. — Bcfides  this,  he  fupported  his 
royalty  with  becoming  dignity ;  ^had  a  iumptuous 
palace  -f,  and  maintained  a  large  body  of  houfhold 
troops  ;  and  to  add  to  his  fplcndor  and  happinefs, 
he  was  blefied  with  three  heroic  fons,  and  ten  beau- 
tiful daughters. 

The  monarch,  Cormac,  thus  bleft  in  his  off- 
Upring,  was  for  a  long  time  no  lefs  happy  in  his 
undertakings. — He  was  famous  for  his  many 
military  atcbievements  j  he  overthrew  the  people 
of  Munder  in  many  battles  *,  and  according  to  the 
jincicnt  hiftorians,  by  his  army  .in  North  Britain, 
gained  a  lettlcment  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
calkd  Albania,     i|e  is  faid  to  have  opened  fchodls 

a? 

*  Keating  Uys,  Tb^dy  received  fini/hed,   it  wa<  four  hundred  and 

HQ  reward,   but  fuch  as  He  forced  fifty  feet  in  length  j  ei«hry  in  brcadrh, 

from  Cormac,    and    telh   us    that  and  Afty  in  hei^th.-— In  the  middle 

prince  dealt  with  him  moii  per/i-  of  the  l^ate  room  was  hung  a  very 

diDuQy  :  but  the  ftvry  he  relates  is  large  hnthorn  of  curious  workman* 

childifli  and  abfurd,  and  is  contra-  (b:p,and  tbechamkrs  conuinedonc 

di^ed  by  other  auihors.  hundred  and  fifty   brds,  befidcs  ihe 

t    The  palace   of    Midchaorta,  beds  of  Oate,  for  the  king's  own  ufc; 

,  wbevc  he  enta^tained  the  nobility  and  and  his  dome  flic  retinue  was  gruad. 

fere  gn  ambafladors  was  enlarged  and  and  numerous  in  proportioAt 
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at  Tarah,  and  brought  to  light  the  pfaliccr  of 
Tarah,  which  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  as  con- 
taining the  records  of  the  early  periods  of  Irifh  hiif- 
tory :  befides  all  this  he  eftablifhed  an  ordinance, 
to  be  binding  upon  his  fucceffors,  That  every  mo- 
narch of  Ireland  fhould  always  keep  in  his  court 
a  nobleman,  wlio  was  to  be  confultcd  in  matters 
of  the  higheft  importance,  to  the  prince  and  ftkte ; 
a  judge,  a  phyfician,  a  poet,  a  druid,  a  muGcian, 
and  an  antiquarian,  befides  three  other  domeftic  of- 
ficers of  a  lower  rank,  who  were  to  be  his  at- 
tendants at  table,  and  to  order  the  concerns  of  his 
houfliold. 

But  as  life  is  chequered,  and  Fortune  is  fickle, 
•  fo  amidll  all  this  grcatncfs,  he  was  unfortunate  in 
one  of  his  expeditions  into  the  province  of  Mun- 
ftcr,  which  he  undertook  in  order  to  make  a  de- 
mand bf  a  tribute  from  the  kin^  and  people  of 
the  province,  to  which  he  received  for  anfwer  an 
•abfolute  refufal  ; — the  confequencc  of  this  was 
an  attack,  for  which,  the  king  of  Munfter  being 
prepared,  drew  out  his  forces,  and  took  his  ftation 
in  the  very  fight  of  Cormac,  who  either  intimi- 
dated by  his  enemy's  refolution,  or  elfe  fufpeft- 
ing  a  want  of  attachment  to  his  caufe  in  his 
fuojefts,  quite  contrary  to  what  might  have  been 
cxpefted  from  a  prince  fo  celebrated  by  hii  coun- 
trymen, retired  in  great  confufion  ; — but  the  pro- 
vincial army  purfuing  and  overtaking  him,  he 
chofe  rather  to  come  to  terms  of  peace,  than  to 
hazard  any  thing  farther,  in  fuch  a  fituation.  In 
confequence  of  which,  he  came  to  the  determina- 
tion of  foregoing  his  claim,  and  repairing  the  de- 
predations his  troops  had  committed  in  Munfter,; 
and  giving  hoftagcs  for  the  performance  of  thefe 
conditions,  was  allowed  to  return  inglorious  into 
Ills  own  hereditary  dominions. 
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The  next  remarkable  event  recorded  by  hiftori- 
ans  of  this  monarch,  (whofe  troubles  fcem  to  have 
revived  with  the  rafh  ftcp  above-mentioned)  is,  that 
a  great  perfon  of  his  court,  who  had  grievioufly 
ofkndcd  him,  being  reftored  to  his  favour  again  by 
the  interceflion  of  a  chief,  named  Angus,  was  moft 
perfidioufly  treated  by  the  fon  of  Cormac. — That 
revengeful  prince,  who  poflibly  had  been  himfelf, 
offended  as  well  as  his  father,  had  the  chief  fcized, 
while  he  attended  the  court,  in  full  confidence  of 
the  pardon  he  had  obtained,  and  caufed  both  his 
eyes  to  be  jjut  out.  This  aftion  fo  much  provoked 
Angus,  who  had  been  his  furety,  that  (perhaps 
without  diftinguifhing  the  innocent  from  the 
guilty)  he  rcfolved  immediately  to  raife  an  infurrec- 
tion  againft  Cormac,  whofe  fon  he  flew  as  he  flood 
by  his  fide  -,  and  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  ftruck 
out  one  of  the  king^s  eyes  with  his  javelin.  But 
he  had  not  to  do  with  one  who  was  unacquainted 
either  with  battles  or  misfortunes  ;  he  only  ir- 
ritated^ not  difmayed  the  monarch,  who  encou- 
raging the  troops,  which  even  then  ftood  round 
him,  at  thein  head  made  a  dreadful  flaughrer  of 
the  rebels,  and  Angus  himfelf,  notwithftanding  the 
proofs  he  had  fliewn  of  his  perfonal  prowefs,  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  court  ot  the  king  of 
Munfter. 

Carbry  LifFcchar,  his  fon,  fucceeded  to  the  throne,    a.  d. 
even   in    his  father's    life-timej    at   whofe   hands --1Z£:__ 
he  then  received  a  book,  written  by  himfelf,  v/hichj^char!  ^'" 
was  ftiled,    "  Advice  to  kings  •,*'  and  which  we  v 

find  afferted  upon  good  authority,  to  have  been 
in  being  fo  late  as  1670.— Yet  Cabry,  after  his 
father's  demife,  fuffered  the  government  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  by  Achy  Gunad,  afier  whofe  cicath  he 
aguin  re-afcendcd  the  thror.c;  a  circurnllancc  wiiicli 
Vw  do  not  find  accounted  for  in  hiftory. 
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But  that  the  reader  may  not  be  furprifed  to  fee 
Cormac  after  his  viftory  refigning  the  monarchy  to 
his  fon,  it  muft  be  obferVcd,  that  though  he  con^ 
quercd  the  rebels^  yet  he  loft  an  eye  in  the  cn- 
\  gagcment^  which  blcmifli  in  his  peffon,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftoms  of  Ireland,  rendered  it  highly 
improper  for  him  any  longer  to  fit  upon  th« 
throne :  a  cuftom  which,  however,  muft  be  deemed 
a  very  unrcafonablc  one,  when  it  is  confidcred  how 
much  and  how  often  their  kingSi  being  fuch  he* 
rocs  as  they  reprcfent  them,  and  fond  of  fnatch-» 
ing  all  occafions  ta  prove  their'  prowcfe,  muft  ht 
cxpofed  to  the  misfortunes  of  war. 

However,  all  nations  have  their  peculiar  infti^ 
tutions  •,  and  we  do  not  hear  that  Cormac  was  bj^ 
any  means  mortified  with  fubmitting  to  this  ftrango 
one  of  his  own  country ; — diveftmg  himfelf  of  his 
former  royalty,  he  committed  the  government  of 
Ireland  to  his  fon  Carbry,  as  we  have  mentioned^ 
himfelf  withdrawing  tQ  a  little  houfc  at  Annevil  % 
where  the  Irifti  writer^  fay,  he  fpent  his  rime  in 

}>hilofophy,  and  other  ufcful  fliidies  ;  which  doubt- 
efs^  muft  have  been  a  fourcc  of  confolation  to  him 
in  his  retirement^  and  in  the  opinion  of  fomc, 
might  well  be  thought  to  have  made  him  amends 
for  the  crown  he  had  thus  voluntarily  refigned. 

I  cannot  help  ftopping  here,  in  order  to  take 
notice,  tint  even  fo  low  as  this  period,  (the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  third  century)  fome  afFcft  to  deny 
that  the  ufe  of  letters  had  been  introduced  in  Ire- 
land. Not  to  repeat  the  inftance  of  the  book  I 
mentioned,  in  which  Warner  is  fo  particular  as  to 
name  th;*  perfon  that  had  it  in  poffcflion,  there  can 
furely  be  no  difficulty,  confidering  the  intercourfe 
which  the  Irifh  held  with  other  nations  before  thi^ 
time,  to  allow  at  leaft,  that  from  thefe,  the  na- 
•  tivcs  might  have  learned  the  ufe  of  letters,  though 
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it  be  denied  that  their  Milefian  anceftors  firft  im- 
ported them  into  the  ifland. 

While  Cormac  remained  in  this  retreat^  we  ar6 
told  that,  by  the  natural  lights  of  philofophy^  dif* 
covering  the  abfurdity   of  iclol-wor(hip,    he    ba- 
niflied  the  the  druids,  with  all  their  rites,  ceremo- 
nies, and  implements  of  facrifice,  from  his  little 
houihold,    at  which  thejr  were  highly  offended; 
and  the    old   king  having  one  day  hdd  a  very 
warm  difpute  with  them  about  the  impropriety  of 
their  worlhip,  happening  to  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  choaked  by  the  bone  of  a  falmon,  he  had 
that  evening  for  fupper,   we  find  this  natural  cir- 
cumftancc  attributed  to  the  enchantment  of  thofe 
druids,  who  thus  puniflied  him  for  defpifing  their 
gods. — ^The  latter  part  of  this  ftory,  which  fome 
Chriftian  writers  have  retalcd  to  us,  needs  no  com- 
ment •,  but  as  to  the  former,  it  is  not  at  all  im- 
probable, that  a  man  of  fuch  abilities  as  Cormac^ 
like  many  of  the  wifer  ancients,  might  be  led  by  his 
reafon,  which  in  his  retirement  he  was  at  liberty 
more  peculiarly  to  exercife,  to  dcfpife  Bel,  and  his 
druids,  and  to  banilh  their  holy  trumpery  from 
his  prefcnce.     For  this,  they  doubtlefs  both  feared 
and  hated  him  :  but  death,  the  end  of  all  things^ 
ibon  put  an  end  to  their  fears  and  hatred  toge-» 
ther;    and   that    period  of   time  which  finifhed 
the  life  of  Cormac,   eltablifhed  Achy   Gunad  orf 
the  throne*,   who  by  what  means  foever,   he  at- 
tained that  high  honour,  did  not  hold  it  long; 
being  aflTafllnated  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
when  that  event  took  place,   the  monarchy  wai 
again  vetted  in  Carbry  — But  this  prince  was  very 
unhappy  in  his  fubjeds.— The  defcendants  of  Fin, 

Seneral  of  the  militia,  after  his  death  fell  into  many 
ifputes  among  themfelves  j  and  in  the  end  fplit 
into  two  different  fadions,  which  kindled  a  civil 
war>  and  embroiled  the  whole  nation.    The  caufe 
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of  Ofllaii  the  fon  of  Fin,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
one  of  thefe,  was  cfpoufed  by  his  filler's  hufband, 
the  king  of  Munfter ;  while  th^  other  party  was 
protefted  by  the  king  of  Connaught,  with  whom 
likcwife  the  monarch  took  part,  having  prcvioudy 
made    him    his   general. — A   great   battle    being 
fought  between  thefe  rival  powers,  on  the  plains 
of  Gabra,  the  king  of  Munfter  and  Ofcar  the  fon 
.    of    Ofiian  were  flain    on   the  one  fide;   and  tlie 
king  of  Connaught  was  wounded,  and  the  mo- 
narch flain  on  the  otlier.     Two  fons  of  Mac  Conn 
fucceeded  him,  and  reigned  jointly,  but  thefe  quar- 
relling about  the  right  of  fucceflbr,  the  elder  bro- 
ther flew  the  younger,  and  was  himfclf  foon  after 
flain  by  the  militia  of  the  country. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Carbry  LifFechar,  who  yet 
was  a  prince  that,  according  to  the  account  given 
of  him  by  hiftorians,  did  not  want  talents  for  go- 
vernment :  but  in  this  laft  inftancc,  he  fcems  ra- 
ther to  have  forgotten  himfelf. — When  a  monarch 
takes  a  part  in  the  difputes  and  divifions  of  his 
fubje«5ls,  lie  lof«s  his  dignity,  and  lliakes  the  very 
bafis  of  the  throne..  A  prince,  as  fuch^  (hould 
have  no  favourites ;  a  prince,  as  fucb^  fliould  en- 
ter into  no  controverfies  with  his  Uibjefts. — 

In  the  introdudion  I  remarked.  That  if  the  Cair- 
bar,  mentioned  by  /the  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Manchefter,  were  meant  Carbry  tlie  Firft,  then  he 
was  no   other  than  the  founder  of   the   Plebeian 
war,    and  not  a  Belgian  king    that  was  flain  by 
the  Caledonian  Fingal.    But  lell  I  fliould  be  thought 
to  have  treated  that  gentleman  unfairly,  I  will  give 
him    another    chance,    by    lupporing    he    meant 
.  Carbry   the  Second,    of    whofe    reign   we    have     • 
now  been  fpeaking,   it  being  in  his  father  Cormac's 
time  that  Fin  or   Fingal   flouriflied. — Let  us  fee 
how  much  better  this  will  agree  with  hiftory. — :— 
We  have  here  indeed,  as  mentioned  above,  a  Cor- 

mac. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.  8i 

mac,  a  Cairbry,  and  a  Fin  :  but  whatever  the  firft 
of  thefc  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  two  latter 
can  by   no  means  agree  with  the  Cairbry  and  the 
FingaJ  of  Mr.  Whitaker ;  for  the  Irifh  heroes  are 
uniformly  reprefented  as  a  monarch,  his  fon,  and 
the  chief  of  his  militia.     The  fon  of  this  chief, 
Oflian,  from  a  mere  family  quarrel,  engaged  Car- 
bry,  the  fon  of  Cormac, — Carbry  is  flain  in  the 
fight,  on  one  hand  -,  and  Ofcar,  the  grandfon  of 
Fin,  on  the  other. — But  the  author  of  the  Hiftory 
of  Manchefter,  fupporting  his  favourite  bard,  has 
reprefented  this  Cairbar  as  a  Belgian  chief,  who 
is  intent  upon  overthrowing  the  kingdom  of  the 
Britifli-Irifh,    whofe   troops  have  already    put  to 
death  the  monarch  of  the  latter,  in  his  own  pa- 
lace ;  but  both  he  and  thefe  viftoripus  bands,  arc 
met  by  Fingal,    fovereign  of  Morven,  and  chief 
of  the  chiefs  of  Caledonia,  who  though  then  ad- 
vanced in  years,  kills  him,  and  difcomfits  his  army. 
So  far  is  all  this  from  bearing  any  token  of  the 
genuine  hiftory  of  the  Irifli,  that  there  is  fcarcely 
the  refemblance  neceflary  to  work  up  the  circum- 
ftances  into  a  drama.     If  fome  of  our  Nprthern 
neighbours  took  it  into  their  heads  to  reverfe  the 
chronicles  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  make  poems  out 
of  them,  in  fupport  of  their  own  particular  preju- 
dices :  there  is  furely  no  occafion  for  our  grave 
hiftorians  to  follow  in  their  footfteps,  and  to  infift 
that  without  any  one  real  fuperior  advantage  over 
their  neighbours,    thcfe  Caledonians  Ihould  know 
the  hiftory  of  that  country  better  than  its  inhabi- 
tants,   who   protcfs  to  have'  kept  its  records  for 
many  fucceeding    ages  ? — To  me,   there  appears 
fomcthing  very  abfurd  in  this  fuppofition -,  which 
I  fliall,  however,  dwell  no  longer  upon,  but  pro- 
ceed to  other  matters. — 

The  militia,  of  which  the  above-mentioned  Fin 
was  general,  in  the  days  of  Cormac,  being  deemed 

G  a  body 


Digitized  by 


Google 


82         HISTORY    OF     IRELAND. 

a  body  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the 
writers  of  Irilh  hiftory,  it  would  be  improper   to 
pafs  them  over  here  unnoticed, — I  fhall  therefore 
prefcnt  the  reader  with  a  full  account  of  their  ufc 
and   inftitution  •,   tranfcribing    the   paflage    nearly 
from  Keating,  tliat  the  reprefentation  may  prove 
an  exadt  one,  and  fuch  as  may  at  once  give   an 
idea  of  the  ccnfcquence  of  that  band  of  heroes  •, 
and  the  eftcem  they  were  had  in  by  the  people  of 
Ireland  ;  who  indeed  in  every  age  have  always  held 
military   accomplilbments ;    and  atchievements   in 
•      arms,  in  a  moit  enthufiallic  degree  of  veneration. 
A  fuppofition  prevailed  among  the  vulgar,  that 
this  militia   was  compofed  of  men  whole  ftature 
far  exceeded  the  common  fize  •,  and  was  hke  their 
prov/efs,  extraordinary:  but  this  is  only  a  fable, 
fejeftcd   by  all  pcribns  ot  fenfe  and  difcernment  •, 
and  which  probably  likeYnany  other  fictions,   took 
its  rife  from  an  ill  formed  conjunction  of  ideas, 
not  uncommon  in  the  human  mmd ;  which  makes 
men  forget  that  great  and  large,  infers  not  excel- 
lent.    1  hefc  falfe  notions  being  fet  afide,  having 
obferved  what  thefe  troops  'ivere  not^  I  Ihall   pro- 
ceed to  fliew  what  they  avr^,  according  to  the  ac- 
counts which  we  have  delivered  down  to  us  from  ' 
the  bed  authorities. 
Keating.        "  They  were,  (fays  Keating)  no  more  than  a  well 
difciplined  ilanding  army,  under  the  monarchs  of 
Ireland,    (in   whole    hands   the  militia  ever  was) 
that  were  kept  in  regular  and  conftant  pay.     Their 
bufinefs   was  to  defend  the  country  againfl:  foreign 
or  domeltic  enemies ;  to  fupport  the  right  and  fuc- 
ccflion   of  their  kings,    and   to  be   ready  at  the 
fliorteft  notice,  upon  any  furprize  or  emergencies 
of  the  (late.     They,  vvere  to  guard  the  fea-coafts, 
and  to  have   a  flridl  eye  upon  the  creeks  and  ha- 
vens  of  the  iiland  •,    left  any   pirates   Ihould  be 
lurking  there  to  plunder  the  country,  and  infeft 
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the  inhabitants  :  and  they  were  eftablifhed  for  the 
fame  purpofes  as  a  Handing  body  of  forces  are 
kept  up  ;n  any  nation  to  defend  it  from  invafions  ; 
to  fupport  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  - 
crown,  and  to  fccurc  the  liberty  and  property  of 
the  people. 

The  way  of  fubfifting  thefe  troops,  was  by 
billetting  them  upon  the  country,  from  All-hal- 
low-tide, to  tlie  month  of  May,  which  was  the 
winter  feafon  •,  during  the  other  part  of  the  year 
they  were  obliged  to  fifh  and  to  hunt,  and  find 
provifions  for  themfclves.  But  they  were  confined 
to  perform  their  military  excrcife,  and  to  be  under 
difcipline.  Tlie  officers  were  enjoined  not  to  op- 
prefs,  but  to  defend  the  inhabitants,  from  the  at- 
tempts of  thieves  and  robbers  ;  and  to  promote 
the  peace  and  happinefs  gf  the  people-  It  was 
their  duty  to  quc:U  all  riots  and  infurreftions  ;  to 
raife  fines,  and  lecure.  forfeited  eftates  for  the  ufe 
of  the  king ;  to  enquire  into  and  fupprefs  all  fe- 
ditious  and  traiterous  praftices  in  the  beginning ; 
and  to  appear  in  arms  v/hen  any  occafions  of  the 
ftate  required. 

For  thefe  ferviccs  they  were  allowed  a  regular 
pay,  as  the  princes  of  Europe  at  th;s  day  main- 
tain their  armies  :  for  though  this  militia  had  no 
pay  from  the  kings  of  Ireland,  but  when  they 
were  in  winter  quarters,  from  All-hallow-tide,  to 
the  month  of  May,  yet,  as  was  obferved  before, 
they  had  the  privilege  for  the  other  part  of  the 
year,  to  filh  and  fowl  for  their  fupport,  which 
was  equivalent  to  their  fettled  pay  -,  for  the  flcfii 
of  what  they  killed  they  ate,  and  the  fkins  they 
had  liberty  to  fell,  which  aftx)rded  a  good  price. 

The  method  of  dreffing  their  meat  was  very 
particular ;  for  when  they  had  had  fucccfs  in  hunt- 
ing, it  was  their  cuflom  in  the  forenoon,  to  fend 
their  huntfman,  v/ith  what  they  had  kilkd,  to  a 
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proper  place,  where  there  was  plenty  of  wood  and 
water  •,  here  they  kindled  great  fires,  into  which 
their  way  was  to  throw  a  number  of  large  ftones, 
where  they  were  to  continue  till  they  were  red-hot; 
'  then  they  applied  thcmfelvcs  to  dig  two  great  pits 
in  the  earth,  into  one  of  which,  upon  the  bottom, 
they  ufed  to  lay  fomc  of  thcfe  hot  ftones,  as  a 
pavement,  upon  them  they  would  place  the  raw 
nefh,  bound  up  m  hard  green  fedge  or  buU-ruflies, 
over  thefe  bundles  was  fixed  another  layer  of  hot 
ftones,  then  a  quantity  of  flefli ;  and  this  rnethod 
was  obfcrvcd  till  the  pit  was  full.  In  this  manner 
their  flcfli  was  fodden,  or  ftewed  till  it  was  fit  to 
cat,  and  then  they  uncovered  it-,  and  when  the 
hole  was  emptied  they  began  their  meal.  This 
Irifh  militia,  it  rriuft  be  obferved,  never  ate  but 
once  in  four  and  twenty  hours  j  and  their  meal- 
time was  always  in  the  evening.  When  they  had 
a  mind  to  alter  their  diet,  inftead  of  ftewing  their 
meat,  as  v/e  have  before  mentioned,  they  would 
roaft  it  before  thefc  fires,  and  make  it  palatable 
and  wholefome. 

And  as  an  undifputed  evidence  of  thefe  fires, 
the  marks  of  them  continue  deep  in  the  earth,  in 
many  places  of  the  idand  to  this  day ;  for  they 
were  very  large,  and  burned  exceeding  fierce,  and 
the  impreflion  they  left  is  now  to  be  met  with  many 
feet  deep  in  the  ground.  When  any  huft^andman, 
in  Ireland  turns  up  with  his  plow  any  black 
burnt  earth,  he  immediately  knows  the  cccafion  of 
it »  and  the  foil  of  that  colour  is  known  with  great 
propriety,  by  the  name  of  Fulacht  Fion,  to  this 
time. 

When  the  Irifli  militia  came  to  thefe  fires,  to 
drcfs  their  meat,  before  they  went  to  eat,  they 
would  ftrip  themfelves  to  their  ftiirts,  which  they 
tied  round  about  their  middles,  and  go  into  the 
other  pit,  dug  in  the  ground,  which  was  very  large, 
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and  filled  with  water.  Here  they  would  wafli  their 
heads  and  necks,  and  other  parts  of  their  bodies, 
till  they  had  cleanlld  themfclves  from  the  fweat  ,  ' 
and  dull  occafioned  by  their  hunting.  And  this 
cuftom  was  very  wholefome  and  ref  refhing  j  for 
they  would  rub  their  limbs  and  their  joints,  till 
they  had  forgot  al)  their  fatigue,  and  became  ^ 
fprightly  and  adive  as  when  they  began  their  fport 
in  the  morning.  When  they  were  perfedlly  clean, 
they  would  put  on  their  cloaths,  and  begin  the 
meal. 

After  they  had  eaten,  they  would  apply  them- 
fclves to  build  huts  and  tents ;  where  they  made 
their  beds,  and  defigned  to  repofe  themfclves  for 
the  following  night :  thefe  beds  were  compofed  and 
laid  out  with  great  exaftnefs.  They  cut  down 
branches  of  trees,  which  they  placed  next  the 
ground,  upon  thefe  was  laid  a  quantity  of  dry 
mofs,  and  upon  the  top  of  all  was  itrewed  a 
bundle  of  green  rulhes,  which  made  a  very  corq- 
tnodious  lodging  :  thefe  beds  in  the  ancient 
manufcripts  are  called'  the  three  beds  of  the  Iri(h 
militia. 

Theconftant  number  of  thefe  ftanding  forces,  that 
were  quartered  upon  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  w^ 
three  battalions,  each  battalion  confiding  of  three 
thoufand  able  men.  But  this  was  the  eftablifliment 
only  in  time  of  peace,  when  there  was  no  difturb- 
ance  at  home,  or  any  fear  or  apprehenfion  frpm 
abroad  ;  but  if  there  were  any  public  difcontent?, 
or  any  apprchenfions  of  ^  rebellion,  or  a  confpi- 
racy,  .If  there  arofc  any  contefts  between  the  king 
aivd  his  nobility^  or  the  king  found  himfelf  under 
a  neccfiicy  to  tranfport  a  body  of  troops  into  Scot- 
land, to  aflift  the  Dalriadas ;  or  upon  any  furprize, 
or  difficulties  of  the  ftate,.  Fin  encreafcd  his  forces 
to  the  number  of  feven  battalions,  whiqh  was 
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ftrength  fiifiicient  to  aflift  his  friends  the  Dalriadas, 
in  Scotland  ;  and  to  defend  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land from  the  attacks  of  domeftic  or  foreign  ene- 
mies. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  Fin  was  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Irifli  militia,  but  he  had 
fevcral  inferior  ofliccrs  who  in  their  den;rees  exer- 
cifed  an  authority  under  him  by  his  comir/ifnon. 

Every  battahon  or  legion  was  con.manded  by  a 
c6loneli  every  hundred  men  were  und^r  the  con- 
duft  of  a  captain;  an  .ofHccr  in  tli<^  nature  of  a 
lieutenant,  had  fifty  under  him  •,  and  a  ferjcant,  re- 
fembling  the  Decurio  of  the  Roinr.ns,  was  let  over 
five  and  twenty  :  but  with  an  hundred  of  their 
militia,  when  drawn  out  by  ten  in  a  rank,  there 
was  an  oflicer  appointed  over  every  ten  of  them, 
commonly  calkd  the  commander  of  ten :  and 
therefore  when  the  chronicles  of  Ireland  make  men* 
tion  *of  Fir  Comhlan  Cead,  or  Fir  Comhlan 
Caoguid,  (which  figiiifies  a  man  able  to  engage 
with  a  hundred,  and  another  to  fight  with  fifty) 
it  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as  if  the  firft  were  able 
to  encounter  an  hundred  himfelf,  and  conquer 
them  with  his  own  hand,  or  the  other  had  cou- 
rage to  engage  with  fifty,  and  come  off  with  vic- 
tory •,  the  meaning  is,  that  fuch  an  officer  had  the 
command  of  an  liundred  men,  with  whom  he 
would  fight  hand  to  hand,  with  the  fame  number 
of  enemies  -,  and  that  an  officer,  who  had  fifty 
under  him,  would  engage  with  any  fifty  that  op- 
pofed  him,  with  their  commander  at  the  head  of 
them. 

Every  foldier  that  was  received  into  the  militia 
of  Ireland  by  Fin,  was  obliged  before  he  was  en- 
rolled,  to  fubfcribe  to  the  following  articles :  the 
firft,  that  when  he  was  difpofed  to  maj  ry,  he  would 
pot  follow  the  mercenary  cufiom  of  infilling  upon 
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•  a  portion  with  a  wife  ;  but  without  regard  to  her 
fortune,  he  fhould  chule  a  woman  for  her  virtue, 
her  courtefy,  and  good  manners.  The  fccond, 
that  he  would  never  offer  violence  to  a  woman ; 
or  attempt  to  ravifh  hen  TJie  third,  that  he 
would  be  charitable,  and  relieve  the  poor,  who 
defired  meat  or  drink,  as  far  as  his  abilities  would* 
permit,  I'he  fourth,  that  he  would  not  turn  his 
back,  or  refufe  to  fight  with  nine  men  of  any 
other  nation,  that  fet  upon  him,  and  offered  to 
fight  with  him. 

It  muft  not  be  fuppofed  that  every  perfon  who 
was  wiiling  to  be  enlifted  in  the  militia  of  Ire-- 
land  would  be  accepted  -,  for  Fin  was  very  ftrift  in 
his  enquiry,  and  obferved  thefe  rules  in  filling  up 
the  number  of  his  troops ;  which  were  exactly  fol- 
lowed  by  his  lucceffors  in  command,  when  they 

•  had  occafion  to  recruit  their  forces. 

He  ordained  therefore.  That  no  perfon  fhould 
be  enlifted,  or  received  into  the  fqrvi(!e  in  the  con- 
gregation or  affembly  of  Vifnea(;b^  or  in  the  cele- 
brated fair  of  Tailtean  or  at  Feas  Teamhracby  unlefs 
his  father  and  mother,  .and  all  the  relations  of  his 
family  would  ftipulate  and  give  proper  fecurity, 
that  not  one  of  them  Ihould  attempt  to  revenge 
his  death  upon  the  perfon  that  flew  him,  but 
leave  the  affair  of  his  death  wholly  in  the  hands  of 
his  fellow  foldiers,  who  would  take  care  to  do  him 
juftice,  as  the  cafe  required  ;  and  it  was  ordained 
likewiils'that  the  relations  of  a  foldicr  of.  this  mi- 
litia fliould  not  receive  any  damage  or  reproach 
for  any  mifbehaviour  committed  by  him. 

The  fecond  qualification  for .  admittance  into 
thefe  ftanding  forces,  was,  that  no  one  fhould  be 
received  unlefs  he  had  a  poetical  genius,  and  could 
rompofe  verfes ;  and  was  well  acquaiated  with  the 
twelve  hoQk%  of  poetry. 
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The  third  condition  y^as,  that  he  fhould  be 
pcrfcft  matter  of  his  weapons,  and  able  to  defend 
himfelf  againft  all  attacks:  and  to  prove  his 
dexterity  in  the  rnanagen)ent  of  his  arms,  he 
was  placed  in  a  plain  field,  encompafled  with  green 
fedge,  that  reached  above  the  knee.  He  was  to 
have  a  target  by  him»  and  a  hazel  (lake  in  his 
hand,  of  the  length  of  a  man's  arm.  Then  nine 
experienced  foldiers  of  the  militia  were  drawn  out, 
and  appointed  to  ftand  at  the  diftance  of  nine 
ridges  of  land  from  him,  and  to  throw  all  their  ja- 
velins at  him  at  once ;  if  he  had  the  fkill  with  his 
target  and  ftake  to  defend  himfelf,  and  come  off 
unhurt,  he  was  admitted  into  the  fervice  •,  but  if 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  wounded  by  one  of 
thofe  javelins,  he  was  rejcftcd,  as  unqualified,  and 
turned  off  with  reproach. 

A  fourth  qualification  was,  that  he  fhould  run 
well,  and  in  his  flight  defend  himfelf  from  his  ene- 
mies •,  and  to  make  a  trial  of  his  adivity,  he  had 
his  hair  plaited,  and  was  obliged  to  run  tlirough 
a  wood,  with  all  the  militia  purluing  him,  and 
was  allowed  but  the  breadth  of  a  tree  before  the  reft, 
at  his  fetting  out :  if  he  was  overtaken  in  the  chace, 
or  received  a  wound  before  he  ran  through  the 
vioody  he  was  refufcd,  as  too  fluggifb  to  fight  with 
honour  among  thofe  valiant  troops. 

It  was  required  in  the  fifth  place,  that  whoever 
was  a  candidate  for  admiffion  into  the  militia  Ihould 
have  a  ftrong  arm,  and  hold  his  v/eapons  Heady, 
and  if  it  was  obfervcd  chat  his  hands  fliook,  he  was 
rejcfted. 

The  fixth  requifite  was,  that,  when  he  ran 
through  the  v/ood  his  hair  fhould  continue  tied  up 
during  the  chace  j  if  it  fell  loofc  he  could  not  be 
received, 

The  feventh  qualification  was  to  be  fo  fwift  and 
light  as  not  to  break  a  rotten  ftjck  by  treading 
upon  it. 
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The  eighth  condition  was,  that  none  fhouW  have 
the  honour  of  being  enrolled  among  the  Irifh  militia 
that  was  not  fo  aftivc  as  to  leap  over  a  tree  as 
high  as  his  forehead ;  or  could  not  by  the  agility'^  ' 
of  his  body,  ftoop  cafily  under  a  tree  that  was 
lower  than  his  knees. 

The  ninth  condition  required  was,  that  he  could, 
'without  Hopping  or  leffening  his  fpeed,  draw  a 
thorn  out  of  his  foot. 

The  tenth  and  laft  qualification  was  to  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the 
king,  and  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  army.  Thefe  v/ere  the  terms  required 
for  admiflion  among  thefe  brave  troops ;  which 
fo  long  as  they  were  exaftly  infilled  upon,  the  mi- 
litia of  Ireland  were  an  invincible  defence  to  their 
country ;  and  were  a  terror  to  rebels  at  home,  and' 
enemies  abroad." — 

Such  is  the  defoription  that  is  handed  down  to 
us  of  the  militia,  commanded  by  Fin,  the  fon  of 
Comhal,  a  body  of  warriors  well  calculated  indeed 
(if  all  that  is  told  us  may  be  depended  upon)  for 
the  defence  of  their  country,  in  thofe  times  of  fimp- 
licity,  where  each  man  depended  on  his  fingle  prow- 
cfs  ;  and  where  the  whole  mud  have  formed  a 
band  of  heroes. — Though  thefe  w6re  called  a  mi- 
liiia^  yet  as  Keating  obferves,  they  fcem  to  have 
anfwered  the  purpofcs  of  a  (landing  army,  and  if 
it  appears  that  they  have  fometimes  turned  their 
arms  againft  their  prince,  yet  were  they  by  their 
inftitution  at  the  difpofal  o£  the  monarch  •, — and  of 
fuch  kinds  of  rebellions,  hiftory  furniOies  us  with 
numberlefs  inftances  among  the  {landing  armies  of 
the  moft  arbitrary  kings  j  events  which  prove  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  truft  power  in  the  hands  of  any 
man  or  fct  of  men,  fo  prone  are  the  bed  of  us  to 
abufe  it. — A  Icflbn  to  caution  princes  not  to  truft 
too  much  to  any  who  have  interefts  of  their  own  to 
fcrve,  and  inftrudl  them  that  military  force  alone 
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is  but  a  poor  fafegimrd  whereon  to  rely  for  fecurity, 
— But  it  is  now  time  to  difmifs  this  fubjcft,  and  rc- 

Fbtba       ^'^^  ^^^  thread  of  the  hiftory. 

snibtinf>.  The  two  Mac  Conns  being  flain,  the  fon  of  Car- 
A.  u.  '  bry  Liftechar,  of  the  old  Hermonian  line,  fuccecdcd 
^^^  to  the  throne.  The  name  of  this  prince  was 
Fiacha  Srabtine.  He  married  the  daughter  of  a 
prince  of  Wales,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  called 
Muredach  Tireach,  a  prince  who  difcovered  an  early 
genius  for  military  atchicvements,  in  confcquence 
of  which  his  father  made  him  his  general,  and 
befides  eftabliflied  him  as  provincial  king  of  Con- 
naught.  Muredach  was  a  prince  of  merit,  but 
he  was  a  favourite — Monarchs  Ihould  liave  no  fa- 
vourites, it  is  a  weaknefs  they  ought  to  be  above 
indulging. — Muredach  was  a  king— but  kings  are 
not  beyond  the  power  of  malice.— The  particular 
honours  done  him  by  his  father,  attraded  the  envy 
of  many  turbulent  and  feditious  men,  and  gave 
them  a  fecming  occafion  to  vent  their  complaints, 
and  talk  loudly  of  imaginary  grievances. — Fiacha 
had  reigned  thirty  years  ;  but  he  had  not  fpent 
them  in  bloodflied,  and  in  vain  attempts  to  con- 
quer neighbouring  dates  and  provinces.  He  de- 
lighted in  peace,  but  die  misfortune  was,  that  his 
fubjefts  delighted  in  tumults.  The  family  of  the 
Collas,  his  brother's  fons,  taking  advantage  of  the 
difpoficion  of  the  people,  refolved  oiit  of  envy  to 
Muredach  to  facrifice  both  him  and  his  father.-— 
Thefe  CoUis  had  formerly  offered  fomc  indignities 
to  the  prince,  and  a5,  according  to  the  old  pro- 
V  verbi^l  maxim,  T!he  aggrejjhrs  never  forgive,  fo  how 
little  foever  Muredach  might  refent  their  affronts, 
thefe  his  kinfmen  could  never  be  at  reft,  nor  think 
themfelves  either  happy  or  fafe,  till  by  deftroy- 
ing  the  monarch,  they  might  have  it  in  their  power 
to  debar  his  heir  from  the  fucccflion. 
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As  thf*  mod  peaceably  difpoled  kings  are  fomc- 
times  obliged  to  make  warlike  preparations,  fo  it 
happenetl  at  this  time  that  there  was  occafion  for  , 

Fiacha  to  fend  a  flrong  body  of  troops  into  Mun- 
fter,  under  the  command  of  hfe  fon  Muredach.  . 
The  prince  fucceeding  in  his  expedition,  returned 
loaded  witli  fpoils  and  trophies.  But  the  king  at 
that  time  lying  encamped  with  another  ^army  near 
Tailtean,  the  yCollas,  who  had  already  brought 
a  great  number  of  their  followers  into  the  field, 
\mder  a  pretence  of  joining  him,  began  now  to 
think  of  turning  their  arms  againft  their  matter, 
whom  they  intended  to  furprize  in  his  camp.  ■ 
Fiacha  was  'early  enough  advertifed  of  their  trea- 
chery, to  draw  out  his  forces,  and  give  the  re- 
bels battle  :  viftory  however  declared  for  the  re-^ 
bels ;  tlie  monarch's  army  was  defeated,  and  him- 
lelf  (lain  in  the  Action. 

Immediately  upon  this  viftory,  CoUaVais,  foncoiia  v;iW 
of  Carbry  Liffechar,  was  proclaimed  monarch  of    a.  d. 
the   kingdom,    but  he  retained   that  dignity,  the     ^^^" 
fruit  of  his  treachery,  for  no  longer  a  term  than 
the  fpace  of  four  years : 

For  Muredach,  who  had  all  along  kept  toge- 
ther a  band  of  brave  and  loyal  foldiers,  at  the  end 
of  that  term  increafing  his  forces,  attacked  the 
ufurper  with  great  fury,  and  the  ufual  fuccefs  of 
the  former  attending  him,  Colla  Vais,  and  his  two 
brothers  were  driven  out  of  Ireland,  and  obliged 
to  take  fhelter  in  Albannia,  of  which  country  their 
mother  was  a  native :  leaving  Muredach  in  peace- 
ful poflcrnion  of  a  throne,  to  which  he  had  the 
treble  claim  of  hereditary  right,  of  conqueft,  and 
election. 

Being  thus  eftablilhed  in  his  kingdom.  Mure- j^^^^j^^i, 
dach  ufed  every  means  to  make  his  people  happy.  "XHST^ 
Within  three  years  after  their  banilhment,  th*  Col-     33»- 
las,   who  had  behaved  themfelves  fo  unworthily, 
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But  that  was  not  a  matter  of  any  confideration 
to  the  Collas.  They  proceeded  to  aflault  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter  with  all  expedition. — The  king 
of  Ulfter  having  got  intelligence  of  theilr  defigns, 
met  them  at  the  head  of  his  forces^  and  a  bloody 
engagement  enfued  between  the  armies,  which  was 
renewed  for  fcveral  days,  terminating  at  laft  in 
the  (laughter  of  the  king,  and  the  defeat  of  his 
troops,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  which  were  flain 
cither  in  the  fight,  or  in  the  purl'uit,  which  was 
continued  with  a  more  than  favage  fury :  and  af- 
ter the  battle  was  over,  the  vidtors  advanced  to 
the  royal  palace  of  Eamania  which  they  fee  fire  to, 
without  the  leaft  remorfe,  and  then  proceeded  to 
(bare  the  province  between  them. 

But  whilft  they  were  thus  eftablifhing  themfelves 
in  a  kingdom,  at  the  head  of  Murcdach's  forces, 
Muredach  himfelf  loft  both  his  kingdom  and  his 
life,  being  flain  by.  the  hand  of  a  chief  named 
Colbach.  Though  hiftory  is  filent  as  to  the  caufe 
of  this  event,  or  the  manner  In  which  it  wais 
brought  about,  yet  it  is  natural  enough  to  con- 
.  elude  that  fome  who  fuppofed  they  had  caufe  of 
complaint  againft  the  monarch,  took  advantage  of 
the  abfence  of  his  army  in  Ulfter,  to  work  his  de- 
ftruftion. 

We  may  here  trace  an  inftance  of  human  po- 
licy's overfliooting  itfelf. — Keating  relates  a  ftory 
of  a  prediction  concerning  the  Coilas,  that  if  tlie 
monarch  of  Ireland  (hould  caufe  them  to  be  put 
to  death,  his  race  ftiould  never  afcend  the  throne. 
Now  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  when  thefe  bro- 
thers broke  out  into  rebellion,  and  were  as  yet 
uncertain  of  the  event,  that  they  fliould  procure 
fuch  a  prediction  to  be  framed  for  their  own  fe- 
curity;  and  there  is  fome  realbn  to  fuppofe  that 
this  prophecy  had  the  fame  weight  with  Mure-  • 
dach,   when  they    furrendcred  to  him,   as  it  for- 
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•  merly  had  with  his  father  ;  and  the  Irifti  writers 
aflure  us  that  it  really  had.  Hence  we  fee  the 
king  conferring  pofts  upon  them,  on  the  one 
hand ;  whilft,  on  the  other,  he  was  leeking  the 
firft  opportunity  to  remove  thcnn  from  his  pretence. 
This  was  indeed  a  high  ftrain  of  policy,  to  which 
he  facrificed  humanity  and  juftice  ;  and  though  it  is 
not  ncccflary  to  believe  that  his  fall  was  a  judgment 
fent  from  Heaven  upon  him,  ia  confequcnce  ot  his 
violation  of  thefe  principles,  for  the  emolument 
of  his  father's  murderers,  yet  we  mayjuftly  con- 
clude that  while  the  king  thought  he  refined  upon 
politics,  he  tranrgrefled  the  maxims  of  prudence, 
in  thus  trufting  thefe  Collas  with  his  army ;  and 
the  event  accordingly  proved  that  he  did  fo,  fince 
from  what  motive  Ibever  Colbach  was  ftimulated 
to  dcftroy  him,  the  abfence  of  fo  many  of  his 
troops  muft  have  proved  the  rebel's  greateft  en- 
couragement. 

Colbach.  Colbach  was  the  fon  of  Cruin  Badhrafi,  and  de- 
fended from  the  line  of  Ir :  havmg  flain  Mure- 
dach,  he  fet  himfelf  up  for  monarch,  reigned  one 
year,  and  was  flain  by  Achy  Moimcdin. 

mcdin.^'''"  This  Achy  was  the  fon  of  Muredach,  and  con- 
fequently  of  the  line  of  Heremon ;  he  had  a  fon 
named  Niall,  by  a  Welch  princcfs ;  and  after  a  reign 
of  eight  years,  he  died  at  the  royal  palace  of  Ta- 
rah. 
A.  D.  Crimthan,  of  the  line  of  Hcber  Fionn,  fuc- 
3^^-  ceeded  him*  He  is  faid  to  have  been  a  prince  of 
^  amazing  military  prowcfs. — The  Irifli  record,  that 
he  made  expeditions  into  Gaul  and  Britain,  and  ob- 
tained tribute,  and  brought  away  plunder  from 
both  provinces-,  but  this  is  a  matter  not  very 
likely.  That  Crimthan  made  expeditions  into 
Britain  may  well  be  allowed ;  but  according  to  the 
correfponding  periods  of  hiftory,  we  find  that  the 
Piifls,  whofc  ally  he  muft  have  been  in  this  war, 

were 
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were  at  that  time  repulfed  by  the  Romans.  Crim- 
than  died  by  poifon,  adminiftered  to  him  by  his 
own  fifter  *. 

To  this  ,  monarch  fuccceded  Niall,  furnamed 
*'  Of  the  nine  hoftages  v"  who  almoft  as  ioon  as 
he  mounted  the  throne,  began  to  be  impatient  for 
military  fame.  He  is  faid  to  have  brought  over 
fuccours  to  the  Dalriadas  planted  m  Britain,  who 
-were  much  oppreffed  by  the  Pifts,  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  in  his  time  (fay  the  Irifli  writers)  was 
the  name  of  Albania  exchanged  for  that  of  Scotia 
Minor,  in  order  to  prefcrve  the  remembrance  pf 
the  defcent  of  its  firft  inhabitants,  from  the  natives 
of  Ireland,  which  ifle  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Scotia  Major. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Niall,  that 
monarch  went  over  at  the  head  of  a  great  army, 
into  the  northern,  parts  of  Britain,  where  entering 
in  a  junction  with  the  people  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  with  the  Pifts  rhemfelves,  they  marched 
fouthward,  carrying  devaftation  and  dcftruction 
with  them  wherever  they  came.  After  thi5,  he 
tranfported  his  vidlorious  army  to  the  coall  of 
Armorica,  or  Bretagne,  from  whence  they  returned 
triumphant  and   laden  with   fpoils,  meeting  with 

little 

•  In  this  rcign  »n  event  is  related  the  death  of  Core,  it  (hould  devolve 

by  Keatingy  which  is  fo  uncommon  to  him  again,  an  event  which  foon 

in  the  hiftory  of  nations,    that   it  after  happened.     It  is   added,    that 

ieems  to  deferve  fome  notice.-    k  is  this  behaviour  of  his  fo  much   en- 

this  :— the   monarch  Crimthan  be-  dearcd  him  to  Crimthan,  that  hebe- 

ilov.xd    the  kingdom    of    Munfler  (lowed  the  higheit  honour  upon  him^ 

upon  Connal   Rachluath,  who  had  delivering  up  his  hoftapcs  of  the  wiir 

been  educated  witli  him }  but  Core,  to  him,  and  trufting  him   in  every 

%vho  was  the  rightful  heir,  thinking  p;»rliculiiF ;  "  relying  (fiys  Keating) 

himfclf    aggrieved^    complained    of  up<m  the  initgrliy  of  a  prince,  who 

the  innovation  ;   wheretipon  Conall  deliveticd  up  the  poCTclfion  «}*  a  crown 

referred  it  to  arbritfulion,  when  it  that   he  was  al.ic  to  dcJcnii,  for  na 

vas  determined  by  the  umpire,  that  other  reafon  but  becsufc  lu*   h.id  no 

Core  Ihould  poifcfs  the  kingdom  du-  right  to  it."— Taking  thefc  circum* 

ring  life,  but  that  at  hisdeath  it  fiiould  (lances  as  thfcy  are  rclaud,  this  Con- 

dcfccnd  to  Conall,  or  his  hcin     On  r..iJl  Jccms  to  be  ono^of  the  j:,rrat('ft 

this  determination    Conall,  though  v.orthics  we  meet   with  in  itic  Irilb 

in  a^ual  poflefTion,  redgned  the  ^o-  hiitoiy. 
▼crnmcntj  waiting  patiently,  tili^  on 
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little  oppofition  from  an  enemy  not  prepared  to 
receive  them ;  for  now  the  Roman  force  began  to 
roll  back  upon  itfclf,  and  that  unweildy  empire 
felt  the  firft  fymptons  of  its  approaching  diffolu- 
tion,  in  the  ravages  committed  upon  its  pro* 
vinces. 

Amongft  the  prey  which  the  Irifli  brought  from 
Armorica,  were  two  hundred  young  children  ; — 
Patrick,  afterwards  the  great  teacher  of  the  Irifti, 
is  faid    to    have    been  one    of    thefe,    and    by 
means  of  this  invafion,  to  have  become  firft  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  when  he  was  carried 
thither  captive,  atfixteen  years  of  age.     But  Ni^ll, 
who  took  this  young  Chriftian,  lived  not  to  fee 
the  effefts  of  his  fuccefs. — The  Irifli  hiftorians  in- 
form us,  that  this  monarch  fluflied,  with  his  fuc- 
cefs, refolved  upon  another  expedition  to  Armo- 
rica, having  concerted  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
the  general  of  the  Dalriadas,   that  embarking  o;i 
board  his  tranfports,  which  a  fair  wind  conveyed 
to  Gaul,  the  Irifli  and  Scotch  armies  met  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Loire,  where  they  renewed  their 
hoftilities  againft  the  natives,    who  being  unable 
to  withftand  their  united  forces,  fled  from  them 
like  a  flock  of  flieep,    feeking  refuge    in   thcii: 
woods  and  faftneflfes,  and  leaving  their  habitations 
and  efiects  to   the  mercy  of  the  cruel  invaders: 
But  while  Niall  was  glorying  in  this  fcene  of  ruio 
and  defolation,  he  was  fuddcnly  cut  Ihort  in  the 
mid  ft  of  his  xareer,  by  a  death  that  he  leaft  ex* 
pefted. 

The  fon  of  a  king  of  Leinfter,  at  NialPs  firft 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  had  taken  it  into  his  head 
to  poflTefs  himfelf  of  the  royal  palace  of  Tarah ; 
becaufe  the  monarch  niade  no  ufe  of  it.— And  he 
had  abfolutcly  occupied  it  for  feven  days  before 
this  piece  of  infolence  was  made  known  to  Niall, 
which,  however,  as  foon  as  he  had  received  intelli- 
gence 
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gcDce  of,  he  commanded  him,  but  irt  vain,  to  re- 
linquifh,  and  feme  flcirmilics  pafled  between  their 
followers  before  the  monarcn  could  regain  the 
poffefTion  of  his  right.  This  prince  of  Lcinfter 
had  befides  malicioudy  flain  the  fcm  of  Niall's  fa- 
vourite druid,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  hofpita- 
lity,  while  he  was  feafting  at  his  father^s  houfe ; 
after  which,  dreading  the  ill  conlequences  of  his ' 
deeds,  he  fled  firft  to  Scotland,  and  from  thence 
made  his  way  over  to  Gaul,  where  Niall  now  lay  with 
his  viftorious  army  :  having  enlifted  himfelf  under 
the  banners  of  Gabran,  the  Scottifh  chief,  who 
made  no  difficulty  of  receiving  him  among  his  war- 
riors ;  and  this  chief  befides  folicited  Niall  to  re- 
ftore  hrm  to  his  favour,  but  that  monarch  was  fo 
irritated  againft  him  that  he  would  not  hear  of  a 
reconciliation.  Though  the  prince  had  indecfl 
given  juft  caufc  of  refentment,  yet  he  could  not 
but  hate  the  perfon  refenting,  and  fuch  was  his 
wretched  difpofuion,  that  nothing  but  Wood  could 
fafisfy  the  inveterate  hatred  he  'had  conceived 
againft  this  warrior  king.  Watctiing  therefore  an 
opportunity  while  the  troops  were  abroad  fora- 
ging one  day,  he  took  the  covert  of  a  grove,  and 
Ihot  an  arrow  at  Niall,  as  he  was  fitting  carelefly 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Loire.  The  (haft 
was  but  too  well  direfted,  it  pierced  the  monarch 
with  a  mortal  wound  ^— he  fell,  and  with  him  fell 
the  hopes  of  both  armies,  who,  as  if  he  hftd  been 
the  foul  of  their  undertakings,  loft  all  courage, 
and  prefently  returned  home,  leaving  the  con- 
qucfts  they  had  meditated,  and  delivering  the  na- 
tives from  the  terrors  of  their  arms. — Thus  ended 
the  life  of  the  hero  Niall,  who  is  not  the  only 
prince  that  is  recorded  in  hiftory  to  have  fallen  in 
the  midft  of  his  glory,  the  facrifice  of  ill-fpirtcd 
petulance,  and  private  animofuy. 

H  .  Dathy, 
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A^D.  Dathy,  who  was  of  the  line  of  Heremon,  fon 
•of  Achy  Moimodin,  fucceeded  Niall  in  the  mo- 
narchy, which  he  held  for  twenty-three  years. 
The  Irilh  writers  fay,  he  alfo  had  foreign  wars, 
in  which  he  wo?  fuccefsful.  But  received  his  death 
by  a  ftroke  of  lightning,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps, 
from  whence  his  foldiers  brought  away  his  body, 
and  gave  it  burial  in  liis  own  country. — And  this 
is  all  that  ftands  recorded  of  this  prince,  who  was 
the  laft  of  the  pagan  monarchs  oi  Ireland. — 

Though  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  thofe 
periods  which  modern  critics  have  termed  fabulous. 
Though  the  moft  fcrupulous  of  them  will  allow  that 
Ibme  knowlege  of  the  affairs  of  the  Irilh  fince  their 
converfion  to  Chriftianity,  may  be  obtained  from 
hiftorical  records  -,  at  the  fame  time  they  cannot 
but  own  that  tlie  n)onki(h  times  had  their  fa« 
bles  as  well  as  thofe  of  Heathen  fuperftition, 
though  of  a  different  nature  ; — yet  thcfe  lat- 
ter have  never  been  reckoned,  by  people  of  any 
judgment,  to  be  admitted  as  impeachments  cdf 
hiftorical  fads ;  if  they  were,  what  muft  become 
of  the  hiftory  of  many  of  the  nations  of  Europe  ? 
They  muft  no  longer  be  read  or  regarded. 

I  have  already  given  the  reader  the  heads  of 
what  has  been  generally  advanced  againft  the 
probability  of  the  Milefian  expedition  j  I  will 
now ,  only  defire  him  to  take  a  retrofpeft  of  the 
regular  ferics  of  events,  and  the  almoft  uninter- 
rupted fucceflion  of  kings  of  that  race,  from  the 
time  of  Heremon,  to  the  period  I  am  treating  of, 
and  tlien  let  him  judge  for  himfelf,  even  interfpcrfed 
as  it  is  in  fome  places  with  fables,  whether  this 
hiftory  looks  like  a  mere  work  of  invention. 
The  number  of  monarchs,  of  whom  it  is  only 
recorded,  that  they  reigned  fo  many  years,  and 
were  flain  ;  the  number  of  others,  of  whom  dif- 
]^onour.ablc  aftions  are  recorded  ;  the  corrclpond-* 
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ing  laws  and  inftitutions  of  die  different  kings, 
and  the  progrels  of  their  military  fubjcfts,  all  thefc 
place  the  ttamp  of  truth  upon  the  general  rela- 
tioii  of  the  fafts,  however  varied  bjr  different 
pens,  however  obfcured  by  the  clouds  of  fuper- 
ftition,  or  difguiltd  by  the  colouring  of  fiction. 

I  have  related  fome  of  the  fables  blended  with 
the  hiftory  of  thofe  days,  in  the  notes,  whilft  in 
the  ttet  the  incidents  ftand  fimply  as  they  ^^pear 
to  have  happened,  by  ,which  means  a  proper, 
judgement  may  be  formed  of  the  truth,  and  fomc 
kind  of  ftandard  afccrtained,  whereby  to  deter- 
mine how  far  ancient  ftory  is  to  be  relied  upon* 
So  it  is  not  a  vain  tafk  to  which  I  invite  thofe  who 
pemfc  this  work,  fince  I  have  hereby  given  them 
every  afliftance  in  my  power  to  diftinguilh  truth 
frqm  falfliood,  and  to  acquire  that  habit  of  judging 
for  themfelves,  whicTi  t)ught  to  be  the  end  of  read* 
ing  in  general,  and  which  cannot  but  delight  the 
genius,  whilft  it  improves  the  underftanding. 

But  as  the  moft  enlivened  wits,  and  the  moft 
refined  talents  are  ever  ufelels  to  the  partial  man. 
i  cannot  conclude  this  book  better  than  by  warning* 
my  readers  againft  thofe  national  and  party  prejudices 
which  are  but  too  prevalent  amongft  us.  To  which 
purpofc  I  muft  obfcrve.  That  tbofe  who,  fraught 
with  fuch  notions,  attempt  the  reading  of  works 
of  this  kind,  will  ever  find  their  labour  loft; 
and  he  who  is  not  "  a  citizen  of  the  world," 
muft  never  expeft  to  improve  by  reading  the  hif- 
tory of  any  particular  country. 


End  OF   THE  FIRST  BOOK. 
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'"E  are  now  arrived  (as  has  been  oh&tvedj 
at  that  period  of  Irilli  hiftory,  which  critic* 
generally  allow  may  be  depended  upon  ;  whichf 
15  the  great  a?ra  of  the  mifTion  of  St.  Patrick, 
by  whole  preaching  Chriilianity  was  eftabliihed 
in  the  ifland,  and  who  has,  oo  that  account,  beeA 
termed  the  great  apoftle  of  Ireland. 
A.   D.     •  This  remarkable  event  happened  in  the  reign 

1^!:_  of  Laogary,  the  fon  of  Niall,  of  the  nine  hufta- 

^^K*'y-  ges,  who  fuccecded  to  the  throne  of  his  father^ 
and  on  the  news  of  his  deaths  was  elefted  mo- 
narch. Ncverthclefs,  it  appears  that  there  were 
Chriftians  in  Ireland  before  l^aogary's  time,  though 
the  whole  ifland  did  not  profefs  that  faith.  We 
are  informed  of  four  faints,  by  name,  who  lived 
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in  an  earlier  period,  but  it  was  not  till  the  third 
year  of  king  Laogary,  that  Palladius  (who  may 
not  improperly  be  ftyled  the  precurfor  of  St.  Pa- 
trick) arrived  in  that  country  ;  who,  however, 
was  cxprefly  fent  to  the  believers.  With  this  Pal- 
ladius came  twelve  coadjutors^  and  all  arriving  in 
Lcinfter,  gained  profelytes,  and  founded  there  three 
churches  •,  but  meeting  with  a  violent  oppofition, 
from  the  pagan  inhabitants,  the  bifhop,  as  he  wa3 
called,  quitted  the  land,  and  purfuing  the  fame 
laudable  intention  in  North  Britain,  he  died 
among  the  Pifts,  and  thus  ended  his  labours. 

Patrick  having,  in  all  probability,  heard  of  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  this  miflion,  warmed  ]with  a  holy 
zeal,  rcfolved  -to  make  an  attempt  of  the  fame 
nature  himfelf,  anij  having  been  confecrared  for 
that  purpofe,  fet  out  firft  for  Britain,  where  lie 
preached  but  a  few  days  -,  and  afterwards  paffing 
over  the  Irilh  fea,  arrived  in  fafcty  at  Wicklow ; 
—having  advanced  into  the  country,  he  made  a 
beginning  of  his  apoftlefhip,  by  converting  a 
prince  who  was  delbended  from  the  rrionarch 
Cormac  ;  but  Nath,  a  pagan  chief,  who  had  been 
the  chief  inftrument  of  defeating  the  good  inten- 
tions of  Palladius,  hearing  of  the  fucccfs  of  Pa- 
trick, oppofcd  liiin  as  much  as  polTible,  and  after 
feme  time,  aftrong  body  of  the  pagans  fell  on  him, 
and  obliged  him  and  his  followers  to  reimbark. — 
From  thence,  however,  inftead  of  returning  coRon-ije 
or  Britain,  he  failed  to  an  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  and  from  ^thence  proceeded  to 
that  part  of  Ulfter  called  Ullagh,  where  the 
Chriftians  being  taken  for  pirates,  were  all  appre- 
hended, and  carried  before  a  chief  named  Dichu. 
— ^The  confequence  was,  •  that  Dichu  was  not 
only  convinced  of  his  miftake,  but  alfo  made  a 
profelyte  by  the  preaching  of  St.  Patrick :  and 
Irom  this  time  forward  the  affairs  of  theChriftians 
H  3  fucccedcd 
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fuccecded  in  the  ifland.  At  length  the  mifliona* 
ries  came  to  the  royal  feat  of  Tarah,  and  there 
converted  the  mortarch  and  his  whole  court -^It 
is  almoft  unneceflary  to  take  notice,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  notions  of  the  writers  who  have  re- 
corded thefe  events,  fuch  things  could  not  be 
brought  to  pafs  without  miracles,  and  therefore 
they  have  not  been  fparing  of  them  upon  this 
occafion:  but  as  that  great  miracle  of  all — Tbc 
freeing  the  ccuritry  from  vatomous  animals^  is  in  a 
manner  given  up  by  the  moft  fenfiblc  even  of  the 
Romi/h  communion,  it  would  be  ridiculous  here 
to  dwell  upon  inferior  ones,  which  feem  only 
calculated  to  ornament  and  embellilh  the  relation 
of  this  faint's  extraordinary  mjfilon.-^ 

About  ten  years  after  his  arj;ival,  Patrick  found- 
ed a  bifhop's  fee  at  Clogher,    but  furrendered  it 
to  one  Mac  Curtin,  who  was  always  reckoned  the 
firft  bifliop  of  that  fee ;  and  two  years  after  re- 
moving to  Ardmagh,  he  refolved  to  make  that  the 
metropolitan  fee  of  Ireland,  laying  out  a  large  city 
there,   and  eftablifhing  public  fchools,  and  fem\- 
naries  of  learning. — Then  he  went  over  to  Britain, 
from  whence  he  returned  witli  no  lefs  than  thirty 
holy  men,  whom  he  conftituted  bifhops  in  Ireland. 
The  year  after  his  return,    he  vifited  his  fee  of 
Ardmagh,  and  held  a  fynod  there,  and  afterwards 
having  converted  the  people  of  Munfter,  be  did 
the  fame  in  that  province,  but  had  fome  difficulty 
to  prevail  on  certain  biftiops,  confecratcd  at  Rome 
before  his  arrival,  to  fubmit  to  him  zs  primate.-^ 
However,   at  length,  the  breach  was  healed  up, 
out  of  regard  to  his  great  zeal,  and  the  Angular 
fuccefs  of  his  labours. — But  in  all  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  we  do  not  find  the  pope  interfering ;  it  ra- 
ther appears  that  St.  Patrick  afted  as  patron  and 
patriarch  of  his   own  church. — And    we  farther 
rejKlj  that  th?  Irilb  biiHops  went  on  confecrating 
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one  another,  and  that  there  were  no  alrchbilhojis 
therc^    till   a  certain    legate   of  the  pope,  feven 
.hundred  years  afterwards,  brought  four  palls  thi- 
ther, a  cuftom  which  was  till  that  time  unknown 
in  Ireland. — After  a  feven  years  refidencc  in  Mun- 
ftcr,  Patrick  left  that  province,  and  returned  again 
to  Leinfter,  where  hefpent  fix  years  more,  and,  on 
his     return    thither  refigned    the    fee    of    Ard- 
magh  to  Binen  or  Benignus,  whom  he  appointed 
his    fucccfTor. — Thefe    frequent  journeyings    and 
changes,   as  related,   among  the  reft,  have  raifcd 
doubts  in  modern  writers,  whedier  the  fupcriority 
which  Patrick  aflumed  was  really  and  truly  a  pri- 
macy or  not  ? — If  we  give  way  to  conjeftures,  we 
ihould    be    led  to    imagine    with    thefe,  ^that  as 
the  prefencc  of  this  great  light  of  the  church  was 
neceflary  in  fo  many  places,    he  would  not  wifli 
to  confine  himfelf  to  any  one  ;  as  he  was  not  co- 
vetous of    money,    or  any    worldly  advantage; 
but  as  I  have  not  found  thefe  cpnjedures   fup- 
ported  by  any  abfolute  proofs,  I  have  rather  chofen 
to  relate  the  account  as  I  found  it,  as  far  as   I 
have  related  it  at  all. — But  as  I  have  omitted  much, 
for  the  fatisfaftion  of  thofc  who  are  curious,   in 
regard  to  the  tranfaftions  of  the  faint,  I  have  tran- 
fcribed  fome  farther  particulars  concerning  his  life 
and  miflion,  which  may  be  feen  at  large  in  the  note 
below  ♦.    Having  accomplifhed  his  defired  end 

H4  by 

•  It  vn^  four  hundred  and  tkir-  of  the  ChrlAian  acta  to  the  death  of  j^^       • 

tH  years  attcr  the  birth  of  Chrift,  that  Irifli  apoftle,    who,  as  we  are     *•""€• 

that  St.   Patrick  opened  his  com-  informed,   in  the  accounts  of   his 

niiflion  in   Ireland,    which   was  in  life  was  fixty  one  years  preaching 

^he  fourth    year    of  the  reign    of  the  gofpel  in  the  ifland,  and  work- 

I'lossire.     He  continned  in  Ireland  ing  miracles  for  the  confirmation  of 

fi»ty  one    years,    propagating    the  the  religion  he  recommended. 

Chriftian  doAnne,  w.th  refolution  In  the   reign  of  Laogaire,    king 

*nd  fuccefs,  which  number  of  years  of  Ireland,  Dubthach,   the   liin  of 

^ng    added  to   the   four  hundred  Dughair,  a  poet,  reuiaed  by  Fear- 

*nd  thirty  above,  make  four  hun-  gus,  and  Rofa,  the  fon  of  Trichim, 

*cd  ninety  one  from  the  bcginniig  recommended  to  St«  Patrick  the  exa- 
mination 
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by  eftablifliing  Chriftianity  in  Ireland;  he  left  that 
country,  and  went  to  Rome,  from  whence  re- 
turning again,  he  retired  to  the  monaftery  of  Saul, 
and  died  in  a  journey  to  Ardmagh,  in  an  advan- 
ced age,  in  the  year  491, 

But 


'fnination  of  the  chronicles  and  ge- 
nealogies of  the  kin2.doin,  aod  fub- 
mittcJ  them  to  his  corre^lion}  but 
*che  faint  modcflly  refufed  xo  *&.  in 
«  matter  of  this  importance,   upon 
his  own  judgernent,  bccaufc  be  was 
pot  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
antiquities   o/  the   iiland,'  and  the 
pedigrees   of    the     families  ;     ant) 
^erefore  he    addreOed  himfclf  to 
Laog.\ire,  and  ^cfircd  him  to  i/Tue 
put  his  r*>yal  mandate  for  a  convo- 
.   cation  of  the  principal  clergy,  hif- 
foriunSi  and  antiquaries  of  the  king- 
dom,   and  in  writs  to  cxprefe  the 
time  and  place  of  their  mceting.r  - 
The  kir'g  was  well  plcafed  with  the 
mttbcd,  and  atcor.lingly  ordered  out 
his  fummons  j    and  tho  moft  emi- 
nent of  the  three  profcffions  met, 
and  affcmbled  in  convocation.     The 
fcverul  gcnt-alogics  and  the  old  re- 
cords were  produced  before  the  con- 
vention, who  examined  into  their 
authority,  with  great  care  and  cxr 
pftnefs  ;  but,  conffdcring  the  num- 
ber of  the  members  that  compofed 
the  afTembly,  and  the  difficulty  and 
the  time  that  would   be  employed, 
if  CTcry    particular  pcrfon   were  to 
read  over  the   vkholv,  and  pivc  his 
ftpinion,  it  was  agreed  that  a  fe!c6l 
.foynmittee  of   nine   f!iojld    be   ap- 
pointed,   to    whom    the   purgation 
and  amendment  of  the  chronicles 
m^ht  be  committed,  and  their  cor- 
rtflions   Should   receive  a   fan^ion 
^om    the    whole  afi'cmhly.      Jhc 
nine  deputed   upon    this   occ^fion, 
were  thncc  learned  kings,  three  emi- 
nent prelate?,  and  three  of  thtmoft 

tccomplifhed    antiquarians. The 

three  kings,  J^iogtire,  the  Ton  of 
Niall,  the  hcr«  of  the  iJine  homa- 
ges j  Diare,  king  of  Uldcr,  and 
Core,  king  of  Munftcr.  The 
(^hfii^jiA    biibop    were^    St,   Pa- 


trtcfc,  the  pioTis  Binen,  and  the  Jo- 
diciuus  Cairaach  j  the  antiqoariaaa 
were,  Dubthach,  Feargus,  and 
Rofa. — By  this  learned  ccmmittee 
were  the  the  genealogies  of  the  prin* 
cipal  families,  and  the  ancient  re- 
cords of  the  kingdom  carefully  exa- 
mined, and, purged  of  all  fpurioiai 
relationr,  and  then  difpofed  into  the 
archives  of  the  iHand,  as  a  vehcra- 
blc  and  authentic  collection,  whofe 
veracity  was  to  be  relied  upi»n,  and 
never  was  queftioned  by  future  ?gc«, 
who  called  this  body  of  records,  the 
Gre.n  Antiquity. 

The    annals  and    records    being 
thus    J  era  fed    an  J    rcfonned   by  the 
Cjre  and  Jcarninj;  of  this  fclecl  com- 
miitec,  the  king  by  the  confent  of 
the     nobility,    ordained     that    they 
ihculd  be   committed    to    the  truft 
of  the     reverend    prelates   of    the 
kingdom,  who  had  them  tranfcrlbcd 
in  legible  charaflers,  and  laid  up  in 
their  principal  churches  for  the  be- 
nefit of  poftcrity.     There  are  many 
of  thefe  venerable  manqfcripts  pre- 
fervcd    to   the  prtfcnt    times,   and 
copies  of  them  to  be  found  in  the 
cuilody  ut  the  curious  at  this  day. 
Such  arc  the  book  of  Ardmagh,  the 
pfahcr    of    Cafhel,     the    book    of 
Clean   da    Loch,     the  book   called 
in    the   Irlfh    language,  LeabharQa 
Huaidh  Chongabhala,  the  treatife  of 
C^uain  Mac  Nois,  th^  book  of  Fi. 
ontari  Cluana  Haighneach,  the  yeU 
low    book   of   Moliny,  the    black 
book  Molaiga,  and  fevcral  other  an- 
cient tra£l:,  that  relate  to  the  antir 
quities  of  the    kingdom.""— So  far 
Keatinc,  as  to  the  tranfa£kicms  of 
the  f.unt  :-— Ware,  fpeaking  of  hia 
death,  proceeds  as  follows,    **  All 
the   early  Iriih  writers  afHrm,  th^K 
St.  Patrick    was   buried  at    Down,^ 
in  Ireland^  ana  it  is  from  fuch  au. 
ihjiitiet 
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But,  to  return  to  Laogary^^— in  the  early  part"  of 
his  reign,  he  tranfported  a  body  of  troops  into 
Britain,  to  join  the  Pids,  the  old  allies  of  the 
Irifh,  and  the  junftion  pf  the  two  armies  was  a 
fignal  for  war  and  devaftarion  :  for  immediately  on 
his  arrival  hoftilities  w^re  renewed  agttinft  the 
Britons,  who  trufted  in  vain  to  Severus's  wall 
for  their  defence :  it  was  broken  down  in  many 
places,  and  the  Scots  and  Pid:s  pouring  in  upon 
them  like  a  deluge,  carried  off  great  fpoil  and 
plunder,  and  atter  exacting  a  tribute,  withdrew. 
JJut  this  irruption  was  only  the  beginning  of  thofe 
bloody  wars,  which  continued  till  the  arrival  of 
^he  Saxons  in  Britain,  under  the  conduft  of  Hen- 
gift  and  Horfa,  who  routed  the  invaders  at  Stam*- 
ford  in  Lincoinlhire,  and  by  fupcrior  force  put 
an  effedual  ftop  to  their  inroads. 

The  next  war  that  we  find  this  prince  engaged 
in,  was  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  the  Bo- 
romsan  tribute,  that  old  bone  of  contention  be- 
tween 
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duriiies  only  that  tht  truth  muft 
be  drawn.  Thus  the  bi/hop  of 
Stetly,  who  was  contemporary  with 
St.  Fatriclc  and  his  difciplei,  (as  I 
faid  before)  informs  us  5"  '*,  That 
Vrhen  he  lickened»  he  had  a  de- 
lire  to  go  iktii  die  at  Ardroagb,  but 
WM  hirjdered  by  the  interpofition 
of  ai  angel."  And  the  ancient  fclio- 
\hCt  rm  that  writer  faith,  "  that 
he  w&s  at  Saul  when  he  fell  ftclc^ 
and  begsH)  hts  journey  tovrardi  Ard- 
magh,  dcfiring  to  be  buried  there/* 
The  writer  ot  the  third  life  of  St. 
f*a trick,  fupp^fcd  to  be  one  of  his 
difciples,  aJfirms  "  that  he  fickencd 
at  Sjtfl,  and  died  A  Down."  Ano- 
ther writer,  fuppofcd  to  be  St.  Elc- 
ranc  the  wife,  who  wrote  the  hft; 
of  St.  Palruk,  towards  the  clofc  of 
the  futh  century,  relates  a  battle 
fought  between  the  AirtherianSj 
and  the  Uli<fian»,  concernipg  t^^ts 
|foj»crty  of  his  body,  and  conclude* 


that  h«  *wat  burled  at  Down.  So 
doth  St.  £vin,  in  the  trtpartiwe  life 
of  St.  Patrick,  afcrlKed  to  him, 
St.  Ulflan,  in  the  life  of  St.  Briap. 
gid,  i^  exprefs .  in  that  particular  ; 
ai  is  alfo  Caftigofus.  From,  thcfe, 
and  raary  more  early  authorities^ 
we  may  fafdy  conclude  to  give 
Down  the  honour  of  containing  hia 
remains,  witir  which  feverai  ot'the 
EngliOi  writers  alfo  agree.  And 
Cambrenfis  affirms,  "  that  the  bo^ 
dies  of  St.  Patrick,  St,  Bridget^ 
and  St.  Columb,  were  not  only  bu- 
ried It  Down,  but  were  alfo  ther^ 
taken  up  and  tianAated  into  fhrines, 
by  John  dc  Courcey,  conqucro;  ot 
Ulidia,  about  the  year  Z1S5,  and 
to  this  purpofc  gives  us  thcfe  vcrfes  : 
//;  trcs  in  Duno  tumuio  tum-ulantur  in 


ufio, 


Fatrtcius,    a*^uc    CoLmh^' 
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tween  the  province  of  Lcinftcr,  and  the  monarch 
of  Ireland— Crimthan,  who  governed  Leinfter,  re- 
fufed  the  payment  of  it,  an  engagement  enfued : 
the  confeguence  was,  that  L^aogary's  army  was  en- 
tirely defeated,  and  himfelf  taken  prifoner-,  nor 
did  he  obtain  his  liberty,  till  he  had  bound  him- 
felf by  a  moft  folemn  oath  never  to  demand  that 
tribute  again  as  long  as  he  lived.  But  being 
fet  at  large,  (though  he  was  now  a  Chriftian) 
he  made  no  fcruple  to  break  his  oath,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  bed  authorities,  was  flain  in  bat- 
tle, while  he  was  attempting  to  recover  what  he 
had  fwom  never  more  to  demand. 

According  to  others,  he  was  killed  by  lightning. 
—There  is  nothing  improbable  in  this   relation, 
if  it  were  not  fet  forth  as  one  of  thofc  judgements 
which  in  the  early  ages  people  were  fo  fond  of 
deaTing  abroad. — Whichever  of  thcfe  deaths  Lao- 
gary  met  with,  it  was  certainly  no  more  than  he 
-defervcd. — But  if  every  one  met  with  his  dcferts 
here  below,  it  is  plain  that  things  would  be  otherwifc 
ordered  than   they  are;   and  it  is  as  plain  that 
there  would  be  the  lefs  neceffity  of,  and  the  Icfs 
ftrength  of  argument  for  a  future  ftate. — I  cannot 
help  remarking  here,  that  the  prince  whofe  hiftory 
I  have  here  related,   muft  have  profited  little  by 
his  converfion  to  Chriftianity,  when  he  expired  in 
fo  flagrant  a  breach  of  its  duties. — Poflibly,  like 
many  other  great  men  of  his  time,  he  contented 
himfelf  with  believing^  and  left  it  to  meaner  fouls 
to  obey  its  commandments. 

Laogary  who  reigned  thirty  five  years,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  fon  of  Dathy. 
oiUoiMoit.  ^^^^  prince  was  named  Olliol  Molt;  and  he 
was  defcended  from  the  royal  line  of  Heremon, 
who  continued  to  infill  upon  the  tribute  the 
claim  of  which  had  coft  his  prcdeceflbrfo  dear: 

it 
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it  was  refufcd,  and  a  bloody  battle  was  fought, 
and  as  the  confequence  was,  that  .the  yoke  was 
not  taken  off,  it  fhould  fcem  that  Olliors 
.troops  had  the  advantage. — But  whatever  his 
good  fortune  might  be  in  this  engagement,  it  did 
not  continue  to  befriend  him  when  the  fon  of 
Laogary,  who  had  been  fet  aCde,  brought  an  army 
into  the  field  againft  him.  The  monarch  was  de- 
feated and  flain,  and  the  conqueror  reigned  in  his 
fteac}. — And  in  his  perfon  we  find  the  regal  fuc- 
ceffion  ftrengthened  in  the  family  of  Niall,  of 
the  Heremonian  line,  infomuch  that  the  pro- 
vincial kings  after  this  event  no  longer  make  any 
great  figure  in  the  hrftory,  though  the  pentarchy 
.was  flill  nominally  prefcrved,  as  it  had  been  in  for- 
mer ages. 

Lughad,    the  fon  of  Laogary,    mounting  th^iogBai, 
throjic,  we  find  him  engaged  in  perpetual  war.-f- 
In  fix  battles  many  thoufands  of  the  Irifli  in  histinie 
were  flaughtered  by  their  countrymen  •,  in  one  of 
them    fell  Angus,   king  of  Munfter,   whom  St. 
.Patrick  had  converted  very  foon  after  his  arrival 
in  the  country. — In  this  reign  likewife  the  Dalria- 
das  fettled  in  North  Britain  are  faid  to  have  been 
expelled  from  thence  by  the  Pi6ks,  and  forced  to 
retreat  to  Ireland,  where  they  firft  originated ;  but 
being  aflifted   by  the  provincial   kings,   they  re- 
turned again  with  a  fuperior  force,  and  not  only 
regained  their  former  pofleflions,  but  fpread  their 
dominions  more  wide  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
ifland.     Their  army  was  firft  raifed  by  the  fon  of 
Eirk,   namely,    the  two  Ferguflfes,   the  two  An- 
gufles,  and  the  two  Lorns,  all  of  Dalriadian  ex- 
tradion,  and  fj^mous  in  thofe  days  for  many  aci- 
complifhments. 

It  is  uncertain  how  Lughad  died.     One  of  the 
Irilh  writers  aflerts,  that  he  fell  by  ajudeenieni;, 

for 
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foroppofing  St.  Patrick;  but  as  it  appears  that 
he  furvivcd  that  faint  above  fourteen  years,  the 
error  in  chronology  would  alone  be.  a  fufficicnt 
caufe  for  our  rgefting  it ;  fince  we  are  here  left  in 
the  dark  by  the  writers  of  hiftory,  we  can  only  fub- 
ftitute  our  own  fuppofitions,  and  by  idvancing 
a  conjefture  that  he  died  fuddcnly,  endeavour  to 
account  for  the  different  relations, 

Murkctagh.  After  a  conteft  for  the  throne,  (no  Roydamna 
being  elefted)  which  lafted  for  five  years,  the 
grandfon  of  Lorn,  of  the  family  of  Eirk,  who 
had  gained  fo  much  glory  in  their  Piftilh  wars, 
was  chofen  monarch. 

This  prince,  named  Murketagh,  wa^  of  the  fl- 
mily  of  Niall  the  Great :  he  held  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment in  the  midft  of  wars  and  difturbances*; 
fought  five  battles  in  the  fpace  of  a  twelvemonth  ; 
and  after  a  reign  of  twenty-one  years,  died  a  na- 
tural death. 

In  the  mean  time  his  family  grew  great  ift 
North  Britain.  His  grandfather,  Lorn  attempting 
the  Scotch  fovereignty,  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  get 
himfclf  acknowledged  king  of  Albanian  Dalria- 
,  da. — The  plans  he  had  laid  being  perfected  in  the 
time  of  his  brother  Fergus,  who  out-lived  him, 
the  latter  is  generally  efteemed  as  the  founder  of 
the  Scotch  monarchy. 

Toathai         After  Murketagh,    Tuathal   Maol   Garb    fuc- 

^*  ^" '  ceeded  to  the  monarchy,  who  reigned  eleven  years, 

of  whom  we  can  collect  little  elfc,  than  that  he 

was  born,  reigned,   fought  many  famous  battles, 

and,  expiring,  made  way  for  his  lucceffors. 

It  was  by  the  inftigation  of  his  Roydamna  that 
this  monarch  fell,  though  the  former  was  related 
to  him  ;  but  where  either  ambition  or  intereft  bore 
fway,  that  was  not  in  thofc  days  thought  extraor- 
'dinary. 

Dermod, 
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Dcrmod,  Ac  fuccecding  xnonarch,  was  Niairs'^'°*<»^- 
graodfon,  of  the  royal  line  of  Hcremon,  who  go- 
verned the  kingdom  twenty- two  years- — At  this 
time  there  were  wars  between  the  provincial  kings, 
though)  exclufivc  of  tliefc,  a  great  plague  fuifi- 
cicntly  depopulated  the  country. — Amongft  many 
other  engagements,  there  was  one  ia  which  the 
Irilh  monarch  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  fly  for 
his  life,— a  misfortune  the  Irilh  writers  attri- 
buted to  his  having  o0ended  Columb-Kill,  one 
of  the  greatest  faints  of  that  age  ;  and  who  makes 
a  figure  in  the  annals  of  their  hiftory.— Tliey 
add,  that  the  faint  removed  foon  after  into  North 
Britain,  where  he  founded  a  monaftery. — After  a. 
reign,  which  is  ftufied  full  of  unimportant  events 
by  Keating,  Dennod  fell  by  the  fword,  and  was 
iucoeeded  .by  xhe  twot  fons  pf  Mortough. 

Thefe  were  Fergus,    and  Donald,  of  the  fa-  A.  d. 
mily  of  Niidl. — They  reigned  but  one  year,  dying —ilS:— 
iboA  after  a  fignal  viAory,  which  they  gained  overDJSw. 
the  king  of  Munfter. 

Achy,  the  fon  of  Danielj  next  fucceeded,  who  ^chy  a»d 
affoctated    with  him  in  the  government  Ms   un-  *  *°' 
cle,  Badan.     They  were  both  defcended  from  the 
Henrmonian  line.  .    . 

Ainmerach,    was  the  next  monarch  :— after  a  AinmeraA 
fcort  reign,  he  was  (lain  by  Fergus  Mac  Neill, 
and  fuceeeded  by 

Another  Badan*  who  reigned  but  one  year,  and  Bada. 
then  fell  by  the  hands  of  two  aflalfins,   of  the 
name  of  Cuinius. — 

Hugh,'  the  ,fon  of  Ainmerach,  of  the  Hcre-Hagh. 
monian  race,  defcended  from  Niall,  next  mounted 
the  throne,  and  reigned  twenty-feven  years, .  du- 
ring which  time  we  find  him  employed  in  making 
many  ufcful  ordinances. — This  king  having  called 
together  a  folemn  affcmbly,  refolved  upon  redref- 
fiog  fcvcral  abufcs.— The  poets,   at  that  time -a 
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large  body  of  mfn,had  drawn  his  refcntmcnc 
upon  them,  he  therefore  refolved  cither  to  reduce 
them  to  order,  or  to  banifh  them  the  kingdom  ^ 
and  accordingly  made  fome  wife  regulations  among 
them,  which  on  this  occadon  were  very  much 
wanted. 

Another  objcft  of  confideration  at  that  time 
was  the  refufal  of  the  Dalriadas  to  pay  a  certain 
fmall  tribute,  by  way  of  homage  and  acknowlege- 
mcnt,  of  their  defcent,  and  the  afliftance  they  had 
fo  often  received  from  their  nfiother  country,  which 
Hugh  refolved  to  enforce. 

A  third  intention  of  the  king  was  to  punifh 
one  Scanlan,  a  chief  of  the  county  of  Ofibry, 
who  had  embezzled  the  public  money  of  that 
diftridt,  and  to  fet  his  Ton,  who  was  a  man  of 
virtue  and  abilities,  in  his  room,  over  the  pro^ 
vince. 

The  aflcmbly  before  which  thefc  things  were 
laid,  perhaps  from  fome  reafons  of  ftate  was 
not  held  at  Tarah,  as  was  ufual  upon  fuch  oc<» 
cafions,  but  at  Dromceat.— To  this  meeting  all 
the  nobility,  chiefs,  clergy,  and  principal  gentry, 
were  invited,  only  St,  Columb-Kill,  whom  wc 
mentioned  above  was  not  fummoned  to  attend 
there. 

But  Columb-Kill,  who  had  a  mind  to  interfere 
in  the  debates  of  this  affembly,  having  timely  in* 
telligence,  chofe  to  appear  there  without  a  fum- 
mons.  Having  previoufly  withdrawn  to  Albania, 
he  was  almoft  naturalized  as  it  were  to  the  place^ 
and  had  fet  out  from  thence,  though  himfclf 
only  an  abbot,  with  no  lefs  than  twenty  bifhops^ 
forty  priefts,  fifty  religious  of  different  orders, 
and  thirty  ftudents  in  his  train. 

With  thefe  attendants,  this  extraordinary  monk 
landed  in  Ireland,  and  advanced  diredbly  towards 
Dromceat,  where  the  convention  of  the  ftates  was 

then 
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then  fltting^  who  were  far  from  being  pkafed  at 
the  news  of  his  arrival. — It  is  faid  likewife,  that 
the  queen  inftigated  the  prince  her  ion  to  colle£k 
a  party  of  the  rabble,  who  pelted  and  infulted  the 
faint  and  his  retinue,  as  they  marched  along  ;*^ 
while  the  faint,  in  return,  proceeded  to  curfe  the 
queen,  and  the  prince,  in  confequence  of  which 
one  fell  fick,  and  the  other  went  mad, — if  wc 
may  believe  the  monkifh  hiftorians. 

But  at  the  interctflion  of  the  monarch's  younger 
fon,  Donald,  Columb-Kill,  being  admitted  into 
the  king's  prefcnce,  made  three  requefts  to  him  *• 
The  firft  was, — ^That  he  would  indulge  the  poets. 
—To  which  the  king  replied,  "  That  though 
he  meant  to  banifh  them,  it  was  not  out  of  any 
anger  he  h^d  conceived  againfl:  that  order  ;  but 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  ufelefs  and 
idle  pcrfons  who  Iheltered  themfelves  under  it;  and 
the  hindrance  of  trade  and  other  inconvenien- 
cies  they  brought  upon  the  people  :"  The  abbot 
having  nothing  to  advance  in  contradiction,  only 
befought  the  king,  that  he  would  not  endrely 
abolifli  the  inftitution ;  whereupon  they  came  to 
a  compromife,  by  which'it  was  fo  ordered  that  the 
number  of  thofe  men  fhould  be  reduced,  and  that 
the  remainder,  upon  fubmittipg  to  a  certain  teft 
of  their  abilities,  and  to  a  fcheme  of  govern- 
ment propounded  to  them,  ihould  have  leave 
given  them  to  remain  in  the  ifland,  and  to  follow 
their  profcflion. 

The  next  requeft  Columb-Kill  made  was,— 
That   the  chief  of  Oflbry,  who  had  been  im- 

prifoned 

*  **  He  had  three  reafonii  fays  able  to  the  inhabitantS|  and  being  of 

Kratingf  which  induced  him  to  np*  a  covetous  difpolitlon,  were  a  grie- 

point  this  convention,  but  the  prin-  vance  infupportable  to  the  people  : 

clpaloccafion  wat  to  concert  proper  and  upon  the  account  of  the  privi- 

meafuret  to  expel  and  banifli   a  nu-  leg.'s   and    immunities  enjoyed    by 

meroua  body  of  men  who  were  cal-  thei'e    verftiiers,    from  the    induU 

led  poets,  out  of  the  iHaild,     Thefe  gence  of  former  kings :  a  third  part 

profeiTors  were  become  very  charge*  of  the  whole  kingdom  palled  under 

the 
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prifofied  for  his  milUemeanors,  fhould  be  forth* 
with  rdcafed';  but  to  this  fccond  rcqucft,  the  mo* 
narch  gave  him  an  abfolute  denial. 

The  third  requifition  of  the  faint  was,— The  re- 
miflion  of  the  tribute  demanded  of  the  tribe  of 
the  Dahiadas ;  but  this,  notwithftandixig  ail  his  ar^^ 
guments  and  remonftrances,  the  king  was  alfo  abfo- 
lutcly  deaf  to,  and,  in  confcquence,  according  to 
the  monkifh  writers,  their  faint  left  him,  faying^ 
**  that  the  Dalriadas,  (his  flock)  were  under  the 
immediate  care  of  Heaven,  and  wouki  certainly  be 
delivered  from  that  opprcffion." 

Thefc  mtn  add,  that  Columb-Kill  vifited  Scan- 
Ian  in  priibn^  and  caufmg  his  chains  miraculoufly 
to  drop  ofl^,  lent  him  his  own  ftaff,  with  a  promile 
that  it  ihould  kcutc  him  againft  all  the  attempts 
of  the  monarch. 

In  the  mean  time  the  convention  at  Dromceat 
condnoed  fitting  for  above  a  twelvemonth,  and 
paflcd  many  falwary  laws  relative  to  the  poets, 
and  likewife  to  other  matters  ;  on  which  it  had 
been  better  if  the  kin^  had  bcftowcd  his'  atten- 
tion, than  on  the  old  difpute  of  the  Boromaeran  tri-. 

bute 


the  notion  of  poets,  and  profefled 
th^mlelireft  rcguUr  mcmbcru  of  that 
focitty  :  for  it  was  a  pbufibic  cover 
to  idlenefB  and  cafe  ;  it  being  or- 
daiDcd  bv  Uw  that  they,  ihould  be 
funported  by  ether  mens  labour,  and 
biileied  upon  the  people  tliroughout 
the  ifland,  from  All-hallo#-tide' 
till  May:- -this  grievance  being  re- 
prefenled  to  the  king,  he  rcfolved 
to  reduce  tlieir  number  by  expelling 
inoft  of  them  the  kingdi^m,  and  by 
fuch  means  to  rcdrcls  this  infufte- 
fablc  ifttpofuion,  and  Uiisty  the  de- 
ilrcs  of  his  fubje^s. 

**  But  the  great  rcafon  ihalincenfod 
"^his  monarch  agiiinil  th^:  poeis,  and 
|»rovoked  him  to  drive  them  out  of 
the  iflind,  was  for  their  infolence 
in  demanding  the  golden  bodkin  that 
/aliened  the  royal  robes  under  the 


k5nj*s  neck,  and  w.t^  efteemtd  Co 
I'acrcd  and  unalienable,  that  it  wal 
carefully  delivered  down  from  one 
prince  to  another,  as  a.  royal  jcuel 
of  (InguJar  worth  and  virtue  t  tbit 
unprecedented  demand  enraged  the 
king  ;  but  lie  confidcred  it  might 
be  of  bad  confequencc  to  boni/K 
them  the  kingjom,  and  thcrefort 
he  refblved  to  cou/ine  tham  to  Dal* 
iada,   in  the  province  of  Ulfter.** 

Thefe  are  Keotinp's  own  word! ; 
but  doubtlefs  the  fugacious  reader 
will  fee  the  abfurdity  of  the  demind 
abovc-nvntioned,  which  feem*  r»» 
ther  to  have  been  originally  meant 
MS  a  tigurjtive  exprcflion,  to  fliew 
the  great  pitch  of  infolence  theiiil 
poets  were  arrived  at,  than  as  a 
truth  fit  to  be  recorded  ia  hiftory* 
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bute  from  the  king  and  province  of  Leinfter. 
This  tribute  being  no  fooncr  deniinded  than  re- 
fufcd,  Hugh  fent  one  of  his  fons,  with  a  large 
body  of  men^  to  claim  it ;  but  his  fon  was  killed* 
and  his  troops  routed,  ncverthclcfs,  this  did  not 
fo  far  intimidate  the  monarch  but  that  he  refolved 
to  make  a  fecond  attempt,  whereby  he  flattered 
himfelf  that  he  fliould  at  once  recover  the  tribute, 
and  revenge  the  death  of  his  fon.  For  thcfe  pur*- 
poles  he  levied  a  new  army,  and  putting  himfelf 
at  their  bead,  made  an  irruption  into  the  province 
of  Leinfter,  but  met  with  no  better  fate  than  his 
ion,  being  defeated  and  flain  in  battle. 

Another  Hugh  fucceedcd,  of  the  race  of  Niall,  a-   t). 
Bnd  reigned  jointly  with  Colman,  king  of  Meath.  ^J^'   ■ 
Both    thel'e  princes,  .after,  a  reign  of  fix    years,  cojLwT."^ 
iailing  in  battle^  one  of  the  iame  ftock  afcended  the 
throne. 

This  Was  al(b  another  Hugh, — h^  was  the  fon  Hngb  m. 
of  Donald.— He  was  much  troubled  with  fits, 
notwithftanding  which,  he  was  a  prince  of  great 
ftrength  and  valour. — Angus^  the  fon  of  Col- 
man, gave  him  much  difturbance :  but  this  An- 
gus was  at  length  totally  defeated  by  the  monarch, 
who  reigned  near  twenty-feven  years,  and  at  laft 
fell  by  the  fword. 

Maolchoba   (fay  the   Irilh  chronicles)  was  the  Mao!choba« 
next  that  filled  the  throne,  and  Maolchoba  reigning 
four  years,  fell  in  the  field,  as  his  predeceflbr  had 
done* 

Suibne  Meain  then  fucceeded*,    but  with   noSuibne 
better  fate   than  Maolchoba,    though  he  reigned  *^"^' 
longer.— —Conal  Claoin  flew  him,    and  Donald 
feigned  in  his  ftead. 

This  Donald  was  the  fon  of  Hugh,  and  gVand- 
fon    of  Ainmerach,    of  the  race  ot  Heremon. — ^^^* 
He  died  a  natural  death,  and  was  fuccceded  by 

I  Connal 
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^"b^h*""*  Connal  and  Kellach,  two  brothers,  who  were 
defcended  from  Hugh  the  Firft.  Kellach  perifhcd 
in  a  bog,  and  Connal  was  killed  by  Dermodj  the 
fon  of  Hugh  Slainc* 

Dcnnod.  Dermod  fucceeded  him,  and  reigned,  jointly 
with  Blathmac,  for  feven  years,  after  which  both 
princes  died  of  the  plague. 

Stchnufach  Sachnufach,  one  of  their  fons,  was  the  next 
reigning  monarch  ;*— the  Pi6b  invaded  Ulfter  in 
his  reign,  j^ut,  as  it  Ihould  feem  by  the  records, 
they  were  repulfed  with  lofs.  At  laft  he  fell  by 
the  fword. 

Cioofaj.  Cionfada  for  Kinfaola)  fat  next  upon  the  throne, 
in  whofe  reign  the  Pifts  renewed  their  irruptions, 
burned  a  monaftery,  and  drove  out  the  poor 
monks,  after  which  and  other  depredations,  they 
retired  to  their  own  country.  Fionnachta  flew  this 
prince :      / 

Fionachta.  j^^^  Fionachta  reigned  after  him,  ruling  the 
land  for  twenty  years. — At  this  period  Ireland 
was  invaded,  both  by  the  Welch  and  the  Englifli. 
The  former  having  gotten  great  booty,  departed  to 
the  Orkney  iflands,  which  they  ravaged  without 
mercy  ;  but  the  latter  made  a  longer  ftay  in  the 
country,  committing  intolerable  enormities,  till  at 
length,  the  fpirit  of  the  Irifli. being  roufed  efFedtu* 
ally,  and  forces  drawn  together  from  all  quarters, 
they  fell  upon  the  invaders  in  their  turn,  and  hand- 
led them  fo  roughly  that  they  were  glad  to  decamp, 
and  return  again  with  all  expedition  to  England, 

Longfisach.  In  Longfeach's  time,  who  fucceeded  Fionnachta, 
the  Welch  taking  advantage  of  a  dreadful  fa- 
mine, again  invaded  Ireland,  but  were  totally  de- 
feated in  a  terrible  battle,  and  loft  almoft  all  their 
army. — 1  he  monarch,  fome  time  after  this,  loft 
his  life  in  an  adion  againft  the  king  of  Con- 
naught. 

CongaD, 
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Congall,  who  is  reported  to  have  been  a  pagan, 
was  next  advanced  to  the  monarchy.  He  was  a 
cruel  perfecutor  of  the  Chriftians,  and  after  afeven 
years  reign  died  fuddenly. 

Feargali,  a  great  grandfon  of  Hugh,  fucceeded  Fearsii^ 
bim. — In  his  time  the  Welch  again  landing  in  Ire- 
land, were  again  defeated.  This  monarch  (ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  .which  had  proved  fo  fa- 
tal to  his  predcccflbrs)  claiming  the  Boromasan  tri- 
bute, engaged  the  king  of  Leinfter  in  a  great  bat- 
tle on  that  account,  in  which  though  Feargall 
had  no  lefs  than  twenty-one  thoufand  men,  and  the 
king  of  Leinfl:er*s  army  amounted  not  even  to 
one  ha|f  that  number,  yet  the  former  was  de- 
feated with  great  flaughter,  and  fell  himfelf  in 
the  battle  *. 

I  2  To 


•  The  royal  army  raifcd  by  the 
king  confifted  of  one  and  twenty 
tbooftmd  choice  troops ;  and  the 
Dnnrindal  forces  that  followed 
kijif  of  LcinfUr  amounted  in 
the  whole  but  to  nine  thoufand^ 
which  were  fupported  by  eighty- 
nine  valiant  and  diiKngui/hed  cham- 
pions of  hardy  reaConeo  courage,  and 
his  houftold  troops  that  were  incon- 
iiderabit  in  number,  but  of  un- 
daunted bravery.  Both  armies  en- 
Ctred  the  ficU,  and  a  motk  bloody 
and  defperate  engagement  followed ; 
but  the  provincial  troops  made  fo 
dreadful  an  impreflion  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  a€Uon,  that  they  pierced 
into  the  king*s  army,  and  put  them 
to  confufion,  with  incredible  Haoght- 
tr.  And  notwitftamSing  a  great  fupe- 
fiority  of  numbers,  Feargall  was 
Ibrced  to  give  way,  victory  declared 
for  the  king  of  Leinfter,  and  three 
thouf4nd  three  hundred  of  the  enemy 
were  left  dead  upon  the  held  of  bat- 
tle. At  the  6rll  inllant  an  unaccoun- 
table terror  fcited  upon  the  royal  ar- 
my, occahooed,  at  lome  authors  af- 
£erty  by  a  dreadful  apparition  that 
hung  over  them  in  the  air,  which 
pot  them  Into  fuch  dread  and  con- 
ieraation,  that  they  were  cafily 
•verthrowA  |   which  terriblt  hgh^ 


the  chronicle  relates^  left  fuch  an  Kffitifl£« 
impreflion  upon  the  minds  of  fome 
of  the  foldiers,  that,  though  they 
efcaped  with  their  lives  in  the  a£lion, 
yet  after  the  defeat  they  ran  dif- 
tra£ied.  The  misfortune  of  the 
royal  army,  we  are  informed,  was 
owing  to  a  facrilegious  a^,  com- 
mitted by  Feargall,  as  he  was  ad- 
vancing to  fight  the  king  of  Lein- 
fbrj  for  it  is  faid,  that  in  this 
march  fome  of  his  forces  broke  in- 
to a  church  called  Cillin,  and  car- 
ried away  the  holy  veflels,  and  vio« 
lently  drove  away  a  cow  that  be- 
longed to  a  hermit  of  that  place. 
This  injuftice  was  fo  refcnted  by  the 
pious  old  man,  that  he  laid  dread- 
ful imprecations  upon  the  king,  and 
applied  to  Heaven  for  exemplary  ven- 
geance upon  his  army,  and  the 
prayers  of  the  hcly  perfon  prevailed, 
and  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  bat- 
tle, wherein  Feargall  king  of  Ire- 
land, and  his  facrilegious  forces  loft 
their  lives.— 

This  is  the  aceount  the  Irifh- 
writers  gives  us  of  the  battle  ;  but 
certainly  the  crime  and  the  judge- 
ment, if  we  were  inclined  to  be- 
lieve fuch  a  thing,  were  by  no 
means  adequate }  not  to  mention  th^ 
abfurdity  of  thefe  pious  mens  being 
fo 
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To  this  monarch  fuccccded  Fogarthach,  the  (on 
of  Niall,  defcended  from  Hugh,-  the  Second  ;  but 
after  a  reimi  of  only  a  few  months,  he  was  flain 
by  Kineth  in.  battle. 

Kineth  who  flew  him,  filled  the  throne  after 
him  5  but  was  himfelf  killed  by  a  fon  of  Long- 
feach. 

The  name  of  this  prince  was  Flaithertach,  who 
ruled  feven  years  ;  and  a  little  time  before  his 
death  refigncd  the  crown,  and  gave  himfelf  up 
to  ftudy  and  retirement. 

After  the  death  of  Flaithertach^ 
Fourth  became  monarch  of  Ireland  —He  van- 
quilhed  the  troc^s  of  Leinfter,  in  a  fight  occa- 
fioned  by  claiming  the  Boromaean  tribute.  The 
provincial  king  was  killed  in  this  battle,  with  molt 
of  his  nobility,  on  the  one  fide,  and  Hugh  was 
wounded,  on  the  other,  but  not  mortally.  How- 
ever, he  furvived  this  misfortune,  only  to  faff  in 
another  battle  againft  Donald,  the  fon  of  Mor- 
tough,  who  flew  him  in  the  ninth  year  of  his 
reign. 

Donald  afterwards  mounted  the  throne,  reignedf 
twenty  years,  and  died  a  natural  death. 

He  was  fucceedcd  by  Niall,  the  fon  of  Fear-^ 
gall,  in  whofe  reign  earthquakes  and  famine  made 
great  devaluation  in  the  ifland. — He  died  at  the 
abbey  of  Jona,  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  whi- 
ther he  had  retired  from  religious  motives,  and 
where  according  to  fome,  Donald  had  alfo  expired, 
and  both  were  buried  together  in  one  ^>mb. 

His 


Doilaid. 


NIail  II. 


fo  rtiiy  to  curfs  people  apon  evcty 
occafton,  and  Heaven  being  likcAvife 
ahvays  fo  ready  to  fecond  then  .— 
Vpon  the  whole,  it  may  be  ob> 
ierved,  that  panics  of  this  kind 
are  not  unprecedepted  in  hi  dory, 
pnd  hkcvr'ilt,  that  \^e  fub}c<fh  of 
the  Iriih  tnonarchs  feldom  feem  to 
have  engaged  hoartily  in  tbi?  claim 
of  the  Boromzan  tributej  either  of 


which  circumftancct  may  be  alone 
foflkient  to  account  for  this  UOf^ 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  dread- 
ful apparition  above-mentioned.— <•> 
But  this  Aory  may  ftrvt  u  a  fpect- 
men  of  monkifli  legends,  n  fomte 
others  have  done  for  examples  of 
old  pagan  fables  \  though  I  wooM 
wifh  to  be  very  fpariag .  of  T 
this  iiiif  ory. 
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His   fucceflbr  was  Donchada,    fon  of  Donald  ^«'»«^^*<i*« 
the  Third,    in  whofc  time  the  Danes  firft  beg^q 
their  depredations  on  the  ifland.     He  died  a  na- 
tural death,  after  a  reign  of  twenty-feven  years. 

Hugh  the  Fifth,  next  afcended  the  throne;  in""**^  ^' 
the  fecond  year  of  whofe  reign  the  Danes,  from  a 
fleet  of  fifty  fail  landed  a  large  body  of  forces, 
on  the  weftern  coaft  of  Munfter ;  but  thefe  were 
engaged  and  routed  by  the  king  of  that  pro- 
vhice,  with  the  flaughter  of  four  hundred  of  their 
men,  the  approach  .of  night  alone'  faving  the 
Ihattered  remains  of  their  army.  But  about  the 
fame  period,  another  band  of  thefe  pirates,  whofe 
fole  view  was  plunder,  made  a  defcent  on  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter,  through  which,  according  to  their 
ufual  cuftom,  they  began  carrying  fire  and  fword  ; 
but  thefe  alfo  were  defeated  by  the  provincial 
troops,  with  the  lofs  of  twelve  hundred  men, 
which  obliged  them  to  quit  their  territories. 

The  Norwegians  next  meditated  an  invafion  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  landed  with  a  great  force  in 
Leinfter,  where  their  arrival  ftruck  the  people 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  at  firft  they  were  inca- 
pable of  oppofition,  which  when  thefe  pirates 
faw,  they  advanced  into  the  country  without  re- 
morfe  or  fear,  plundering  and  deftroying  all  that 
came  in  their  way.  But  while  they  were  thus  em- 
ployed, the  people  of  Leinfter  oeing  recovere4 
from  their  fright,  aflembled,  and,  joining  a  large 
body  of  thofe  of  Munfter,  both  together  attacked 
the  pillagers,  when  they  leaft  expeftcd  it,  routed 
them  wjih  a  terrible  flaughter,  and  took  all  their 
booty  away  from  them. 

Yet  another  fleet  of  fixty  fail  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  difembarked  a  large  party  of  thefe  ro»- 
vers  in  Munfter:  thefe  likewife  were  repulfed; 
but  as  the  invaders  came  in  feparate  parties,  no 
Iboner  was  one  vanquilhed  or  departed,  ihao  ano- 

I  3  ther 
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ther  fucceeded,  fo  that  the  toil  was  almoft  endlefs ; 
and  notwithftanding  thefe  repeated  difcouragments, 
thefc  Danes  having  once  found  their  way  into  the 
ifland,  perfiftcd  in  returning  thither.     The  intef- 
tine  divifions  of  the  Irifli  likewife  prevented,  in  a 
great  meafure,  that  oppofition  the  pirates  would 
otherwifc  have  niet  with.  ^  Neither  the  princes  nor 
the  people  could  be   brought  to  lay   afide  their 
particular  dificrences. — Hugh  invaded  Leinfter  for 
the  recovery  of  the  Boroma^an  tribute,  and  laid 
wafte  that  province.     In  the  mean  time,  as  if  hea- 
ven and  earth  had  been  leagued  againft  the  Irifti, 
ftorms  and  temptfts  arofe  to  difturb  them.     The 
fea  broke  its  banks  in  one  part  of  the  ifland  ; — in 
another,  above  a  thoufand  perfons  were  flain  by 
lightning  j — whilfb,   at  the  fame  time,  the  Danes 
and  Norwegians  were  advancing  to  plunder,  and 
were  growing  every  day  more  formidable, 
\ifj        Turgefius  at  laft,   who  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
fon  of  a  king  of  Norway,    arrived  with  a  vaft 
fleet  to  put  a  finifhing  ftroke  for  that  time  to 
the  liberties   of   the    Irifh.     No  fooner  was   he 
landed,  than  all  the  Danes  in  Ireland  flocked  to 
join  him,  and  he  foon  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
an  army  fufRcient  not  only  to  rob  and  plunder, 
but  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  the  kingdom. 

Yet  though  it  is  morally  certain  that,  from  that 
time  at  leaft,  the  Danes  entertained  a  notion  of 
making  a  fettlemcnt  in  Ireland  ;  notwithftanding 
this  dcfign,  they  ftill  continued  making  war  in 
their  old  piratical  manner,  carrying  fire  and  (word 
every  where,  and  implanting  at  once  a  dread  and 
a  hatred  of  them  wherever  they  came.  They 
plundered  the  college  of  Ardmagh,  and  driving 
away  the  primate,  Turgefius  fettled  himfelf  there  •, 
but  this  was  only  a  fmall  fpeclmen  of  the  enor^ 
niities  committed  by  thofe  favage  robbers,  the 
very  recital  of  which  would  Ihock  humanity  •,  yet 
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nothing  definitive  was  concluded  to  be  done  againft 
them  by  the  monarcli,  who  after  twenty-two  years 
reign  a  great  part  of  which  time  was  fpcnt  in  do- 
meftic  contefts,  being  flain  in  the  field,  (but  not 
in  aftion  againft  the  Danes)  left  them  in  poffef- 
fion  of  almoft  half  the  country  at  his  death, 

Connor,  the  fgn  of  Donogh,  was  the  next  fuc-  a.  d. 
ceeding  monarch  ;  and  he  trod  in  the  fteps  of  his     ^^^' 
predeceflbr;  for,  inftead  of  relieving  the  diftrefled^""^' 
Irifti,    or  endeavouring  to    coUeft    together    the 
whole  force  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  ene- 
my, he  entered  into  contefts  with  his  own  fub- 
jeccs,  and  aftually  fought  a  battle  with  them,  on 
the  plains  of  Tailtean,  in  which  he  fuffered  great 
lofs,  while  the  Danes  were  proceeding  in  their  con- 
quefts,  without  meeting  with  any  oppofition  from 
him  or  feemlng  even  to  incur  his  difpleafure.     The 
people   of    Leinfter,    however,    at   length    being 
roufed,  gathered  themfelves  together,  and  unfup- 
ported,  ventured  to  engage  the  common  enemy  ; 
the  confequence  was,  that  though  they  fought  like 
heroes  they  were  defeated  for  want  of  proper  luc- 
cour,  and  the  Danes  after  this  event  behaved  more 
infolently  and  more  cruelly  than  before.     Even  a 
prince,    who   afllimed  the   mitre   as   well   as  the 
crown,    at   this  period  added    to   the  miferies  of 
this  unhappy  country  *. — And  after  having  been 
a  tame  fpeftator  of  thefe  cruelties,  Connor  died  a 
natural  death,    and  left  a   mangled  kingdom   to 
his.  fuctcefTor. 

I  4  On 

•  "  In  the  lime  of  thefc  public  forely  dlftrcfTeJ  the  inhal^itrints,  nnj 
calamities,  Feidilm,  the  Ton  ot'Cri-  plundered  without  diilindion,  fnmt 
omth  in,  governed  the  province  of  Birr  to  Trarohair  Breag.  But  he 
Munfter,  and  having  entered  into  met  with  oppofition  at  Tarah,  whit  h 
bojy  orders,  prcfided  in  the  archie-  he  overcame  with  fome  difficuliy." 
pii'cop  il  chair  of  Lcath  MoghaJ,  a?  How  little  did  fuch  brhrtviour  Le- 
the iouth  hitif  of  IreUnd  was  ge-  cornea  king  of  Munfter  !  How  muvK  • 
nerally  called.  Thii  prince  received  lefs  did  it  become  an  archhiihop  !-— 
provocattont  from  the  northern  half  Yet  we  find  him  hon''Uitd  as  a 
of  the  ifland,  known  by  the  name  f.iint  by  !omc  of  ilic  monkiih  v.ri- 
of  Lcath  Conn,  and  carrying  his  ar«  tcts  ! 
my  iiio  thul  part  of  the  vountry,  he 
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^'  ^'-  On  his  dcmife,  his  fon  Niall  afccndcd  the  throne 
jjjjj^— whofe  firft  adt  of  any  confequence  was  invading 
the  province  of  Leinfter,  in  order  to  give  the  in- 
habitants of  that  diftridb  a  king  of  his  chufing, 
inftead  of  one  of  their  own  ;— an  enterprizc  which 
little  became  an  Irifli  monarch,  at  a  time  when 
his  country  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  from  a  fo- 
reign enemy.  Yet  fuch  was  his  conduct  at  this 
time.  In  the  mean  while,  to  add  to  their  dif- 
traftions,  a  Norman  fleet  arrived  in  the  Boyne, 
and  another  foon  after  in  the  river  LifFey.  Dif* 
embarking,  thde  new  comers  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  country,  and  imitated  their  forerunners, 
the  Danes  in  their  cruelty  and  devaftations. 

However,  as  it  is  natural  to  think  thofe  felfifli 
people  would  admit  no  others  to  (hare  their  con- 
quers with  them,  the  confequence  was,  that  a 
Ddnifh  army  mnrchcd  to  meet  the  Normans, 
whom  after  a  bloody  adlion  tlicy  routed,  and  pur- 
fucd  even  to  their  ihips-,  while  the  native  Irilh 
looked  on,  and  faw  thefe  plunderers  fighting  for 
that  property  they  had  fo  unjuftly  ravilhed  from 
them:  being  pofleflTcd  with  an .  infatuation,  like 
that  which  occafioned  the  poor  Peruvians  to 
ftand  inadive  witnefTes  of  a  fccne  of  the  fame 
fort,  which  paffed  between  the  contending  Spaniards 
under  the  very  walls  of  Cufco. 

But  after  above  twelve  years  fpent  in  this 
ftrange  kind  of  inaftivity,  the  Irifh  monarch  at 
length  roufed  himfelf  from  his  lethargy,  and  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  routed  them  in  a  great  bat- 
tle. But  foon  after  this  fuccefs,  he  loft  his  life  in 
endeavouring  to  refcue  one  of  his  retinue,  who 
was  on  the  point  of  drowning,  as  he  pafled  a 
ford.— Strange  !  tha^  a  man  poffcflcd  of  lo  much 
humanity  as  this  aftion  feems  to  indicate,  fhould 
not  fooner  have  fhewn  his  ccMnpaffion  for  his  in- 
jured bleeding  country  ! 

The 
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The  fpirit  of  the  Irifh  feemcd  indeed  at  this  pe- 
riod again  to  blaze  forth.  The  princes  of  Leinfter 
and  Munftcr  had  gained  a  viftory  over  the  Danes, 
and  they  had  received  checks  in  many  of  the 
provinces  j — but  all  this  was  too  late  :  thefe  invad- 
ers- had  been  fufFered  to  get  too  much  footing  in  the 
country  to  be  fo  eafily  expelled.— ^CoUefting  toge- 
ther all  their  forces  they  had  laid  fiege  to  Dublin 
which  they  took  by  ftorm,  and  there  built  a  caftle 
and  eftabliihed  a  garrifon  from  whence  they  made 
frequent  excurfions  to  plunder  the  neighbouring 
country. 

On  the  death  of  Niall,  according  to  the  befl:  ^  ^ 
accounts,  Malachy,  king  of  Meath,  the  nephew  m/ 
of  Connor,  was  by  the  native  Irilh  elefted  mo-**^*^**^^^ 
narch  ot  Ireland  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Danes  fct  up  Turgefius,  who  immediately  began 
to  exercife,  or  rather  to  abufe  the  regal  power ; 
and  fent  for  fuccours  to  his  countrymen:  they 
were  not  backward  in  complying  with  his  de- 
fires  •, — a  great  fleet  of  tranfports  reached  the  Irifli 
fhores,  on  the  arrival  oT  which  the  pride  of  Tur- 
gefius fwelicd  beyond  all  bounds,  and  his  cruelty 
kept  pace  with  it.  The  fea-coalls  of  the  ifland 
were  ravaged  from  end  to  end,  and  nothing  w^s 
able  to  refift  his  fury. — As  the  Danes  and  Eafter- 
lings  (as  they  were  called)  were  themfclves  un- 
learned, they  vented  their  rage  on  every  thing  that 
bore  any  relation  to  letters,  which  they  endea- 
'voured.to  banifh  from  the  ifland. — As  they  were 
pagans^  every  appendage  to  Chrifl:ianity  was  treated 
with  equal  rigour. — The  moft  pious  and  learned 
men,  (as  many  of  them  as  were  able)  quitted  the 
land,  while  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  reduced  to 
the  mofl:  wretched  flavery.  Overpowered  by  num- 
bers, and  opprcfled  by  thefe  complicated  misfor- 
tunes which  they  had  in  a  great  meafure  contri- 
buted to  bring  upon  themfelves,  they  now  fl:rug^ 
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gled  in  vain  to  get  free :  and  every  method  they 
ufed  to  recover  any  degree  of  their  ancient  liber- 
ty,  ferved  but  to  rivet  their  chains  the  clofer. 

At  the  facking  of  Ardmagh,  the  religious  and 
ftudents  were  fent  to  Limerick,  then  in  the  hands 
of  the  Danes, — all  the  books  and  records  they 
could  find  they  deftroyed,  and  even  prohibited 
the  ufe  of  letters  in  the  ifland. — Every  enormity 
which  thefe  robbers  praftifcd  when  they  were 
matters  of  England,  they  praftifed  in  Ireland  like- 
wife. — Thofe  bifhops  and  clrrgy  who  were  not 
happy  enough  to  get  out  of  the  ifland,  were  com- 
pelled to  feek  for  fhelter  in  the  woods  and  caves. 
Wherever  there  had  formely  been  an  Irilh  lord 
(or  king  as  they  termed  them)  of  a  manor,  a  Da- 
nifh  one  was  appointed.  In  every  diftrift  there 
was  a  Danifh  captain ;  each  little  village  had  a 
fcrjeant,  and  a  foldier  being  quartered  upon  every 
houfe,  adted  as  lord  of  the  whole  family. — Their 
new-married  women  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  firft 
night  with  the  Danifh  captain,  or  to  pay  a  com- 
pcnfation  in  money;  and  as  for  the  foldiers,  thefe 
were  in  their  way.  yet  more  t)Tannical,  as  they 
would  be  ferved  before  any  of  the  family  they 
were  quartered  upon  •,  were  attended  like  lords, 
and  moll  wantonly  ate  up  the  choiceft  and  fcarceft 
of  the  provifions,  being  then  happieft  when  they 
could  reduce  the  poor  natives  to  the  greatcft 
wretchednefs: 

In  the  mean  time,  befides  the  caftle  erected  at 
Dublin,  the  Danes  for  their  greater  fafety,  had 
thrown  up  feveral  forts  (or  Raths  as  they  are 
generally  termed)  and  there  fecured  themfelvcs  and 
their  ill-got  riches.  For  any  man  to  difputc  their 
power  was  to  expofe  himfelf  to  infamy  and  to 
death,  and  he  was  liable  to  be  much  maimed,  if 
through  mere  necefTity  he  could  not  pay  the  taxes 
jmpofed   upon   him   by    thefe  merciJcfs   mailers. 

*^  '  All 
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All  hofpitable*  meetings  were  forbidden,  and  every 
means  of  encouraging  public  virtue  cw  off. — In 
Ihort,  the  conquerors  exerted  their  power  to  the 
utmoft,  in  enflaving  at  once  both  the  bodies  and 
minds  of  the  vanquilhed,  and  in  rooting  out  from 
amongft  them,  as  much  as  poflTible,  all  traces  and 

remembrances  of  their  former  fclves. If  thi3 

is  a  dreadful  defcription,  it  is  a  moft  juft  one  of 
a  realm  enflaved  by  foreign  power,  and  torn  in 
pieces  by  domeftic  faftions  :  for  long,  even  amidft 
this  fcene  of  wretchednefs,  did  contending  par- 
ties keep  up  their  animofities,  while  their  ufurp- 
ing  matters  did  not  interfere  to  difcourage  them. 
But  if  the  lead:  affront  was  offered  to  a  Dane, 
he  inftantly  lifted  up  his  voice .  loud  enough  to 
be  heard  by  all  his  neighbours  and  countrymen, 
and  the  confequence  was  fatal  to  the  offender. 

Thus  was  the  Irifh  fpirit  kept  under,  and  it  was 
likely  to  have  bten  reduced  for  ever,  if  an  event 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  and  which  no- 
body could  forefee,  had  not,  when  lead  expefted, 
put  it  all  at  once  into  their  power  to  recover  their 
independence,  and  revenge  themfelves  upon  their 
enemies. 

The  matter,  as  it  is  recorded  by  the  Irifh  hif-  ^^"'f^^"*^ 
torians.    Hands  thus  : — Turgefius  having  ercfted  th^* om". 
himfelf  a  caftle  near  the  palace  of  Malachy,  kingf*™®^***- 
of  Meath,  who  was  the  rightful  monarch  of  Ire-  '*^  '* 
land,    ufed  fometimes    to    honour  him  with  his 
vifits,  which  he  made  more  frequently,   becaufe 
that  prince  had  a  handfome  daughter,  who  flruck 
the  fancy  of  the  Dane ;  and  at  length  made  fuch 
an  impreffion  upon  him,  that  he  was  refolved  at 
all  events  to  polTefs  her.     In  confequence  of  this 
refolution,    he  demanded  her  of  her  father,  pro- 
mifing  to  make  her  his  greatefl  favourite,   and  to 
treat  her  with  great   kindnefs,  if  fhe  would  be- 
come the  miftrefs  of  his  pleafures.    Malachy,  how 
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much  focver  he  difdaincd  this  propofal,  fituate  a9 
.  he  was,  durft  not  give  the  tyrant  an  abfolutc  rc- 
fufal.  He  therefore  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  the 
demand  •,  but  defired  that  Turgefius  would  ad- 
mit the  princcfs  privately^  when  it  was  dark,  to 
his  palace,  in  order  to  prevent  her  being  ex- 
pofed  ;  and  he  alfo  promifcd  the  tyrant  to  fend 
with  her  fifteen  young  virgins,  each  of  whom  he 
engaged  Ihould  exceed  his  daughter  in  beauty  j 
but  neverchelcfs  if  Turgefius  thought  otherwife, 
he  faid,  flie  was  ftill  at  his  fervice^ — After  this 
ftrange  negociation,  the  Danifli  chief  went  to  Dub-e 
lin  to  concert  meafures  with  fome  of  the  heads  of 
his  countrymen,  for  the  cffcaual  eftablifhment  of 
their  intercft  in  Ireland.  Having  finilhed  the  bu» 
finefs  of  this  council  with  all  poffible  expedition, 
he  felefted  fifteen  of  his  favourites,  and  commur 
nicating  his  love-affair  to  them,  invited  them  to 
accompany  them  to  the  caftle,  where  he  propofed 
to  give  a  beautiful  young  virgin  to  each  of  them, 
while  he  himfelf  received  the  princeCs  to  his  em- 
braces. The  invltati6n  was  eagerly  accepted,  and 
the  whole  company  fct  out  for  the  place  ap-i^ 
pointed.  *  - 

Torgcfius  Hither,  according  to  their  expeftatbns,  the  Iri(h 
Danes  fub- prmcels  and  her  train  repaired  at  toe  tin]e  which 
^""^  had  been  agreed  on  betvveen  Malachy  and  Turge- 
fius. The  ufurper  and  his  chiefs  all  unarmed 
and  intent  on  nothing  but  dalliance,  waited  impa- 
tiently to  receive  them,  and  having  ordered  -tj^em 
to  be  conducted  to  a  private  apartment,  the 
former  felefting  the  daughter  of  Malachy  from  the 

reft,  embraced  her  in  token   of  his  choice. 

This  proved  a  fignal  for  her  followers  inftantly  to 
attack  the  Danes.  On  the  inftant  all  die  former 
drew  forth  their  fwords,  which  they  had  con- 
cealed under  their  garments,  and  put  the  lafci- 
vious  chiefs  to  death  :   as  to  Turgefius  himfelf^ 

they 
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they  bound  him  with  cords,  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  convey 
him  to  their  king.     This  being  done,  they  threw 
off  all   difguifei— no   more  appearing   like  fcfc 
maidens  deftined    for  the    tyrant's  fcraglio,  they 
ftood  confefled  young  heroes,    chofcn  to  avenge 
iheir  country. — A  fign  agreed  upon  being  given, 
to  the  utteh  aftoniQiment  and  confufion  of  Tur- 
gefius,   Malachy  broke  into  the  caftle,   attended 
by  thofe  guards  whom  he  had  been  permitted  to 
keep  for  a  mere  (hew  of  dignity  5  who  noyr  be- 
came the  minifters  of  vengeance  on  their  haughty 
foes.     The   ufurper's   foldiers   were  inftantly  at- 
tacked,  ^nd  unable  to  ftem    the    torrent  which 
poured  in  upon  them,  were  flaughtered  without 
mercy.     The  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  fur-  ^ 
prize' added  to  the  horrors  of  the  foreigners,  who 
found  all  oppofition  vain.     Their  king  was  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  after  having  been  fharply  up- 
braided for  his  monftrous  cruelties,  was  put  to 
death   by  the  order  of  Malachy.     The  news  of 
this  tranfaftion  was  no  fooner  heard  by  the  Panes, 
than  they  loft  all  their  fpirit,  and  the  Irifh  falling 
upon  them,  before  they  had  recovered  from  their 
confternation,  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  fub- 
dued  them  with  a  terrible  (laughter.     Their  cities 
and  fortrefles  were  overturned,  they  were  purfued 
even  to  their  retreats  and  faftneflcs,  and  their  cru- 
elties retorted  upon  themfelves  with  an  implacabli^ 
feverity.     In  (hort,    of  the  Danes,    all  who  at- 
tempted oppolition  perilhed  by  fire,  fword  or  fa- 
mine, thofe  few  who  remained  or  fubmitted  them- 
felves, after  the  firft  fury  of  the  natives  was  ap- 
peafed,  were  difarmed,  and  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
become  fervants  to  thofe  over  whom  they  had  fo 
lately  lorded  it ;  and  on  fuch  conditions  alone  they 
were  delivered  from  ruin  and  from  death. 

.  Tur^ 
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-^g  ^*  Turgefius  being  flain,  Malachy  took  the  go- 
f^i^y  I  vcrnmcnt  of  the  kingdom  cffcftively  into  his 
hands,  and,  afiembling  the  ftates,  reftored  the  con* 
ftitution  to  the  fame  footing  on  which  it  flood 
before  the  Danes  had  overturned  it. — And  for 
fome  time  the  inhabitants  of  Irejand  enjoyed  a 
Hate  of  tranquility,  which  it  was  their  own  fault 
that  they  did  not  render  more  permanent,  by  cfta- 
blifliing  a  better  kind  of  order  among  themfclves, 
and  being  ready  at  all  times  to  unite  againft  a*  tur- 
bulent and  a  barbarous  enemy. 
ThcNwwc-  But  the  Danes  and  Norwegians,  notwithitand- 
hdlnd?  '"the  great  expulfion  mentioned  above,  ftill  enter- 
tained fuch  an  inclination  to  form  a  fettlement  in 
Ireland,  that  they  could  not  prevail  with  thcm- 
felves  to  keep  away  from  its  coafts.— Therefore 
after  this  great  event,  a  great  chief,  with  two 
of  his  brothers,  embarked  from  the  ports  of  Nor- 
way, as  on  a  peaceable  errand,  with  a  view  of  cfta- 
blilhing  a  trade  with  the  Irifti ;  and  arriving  there 
in  fafcty,  were  fufiered  to  rebuild  the  cities  of 
Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Limcric,  which  had  been 
deftroyed  in  the  former  warsj  a  miftake  in  policy,  for 
which  the  natives  of  the  country  paid  dearly  -,  fmcc 
however  dcfireable  a  commerce  with  induftrious 
ftrangers  may  be,  yet  it  is  moft  unfafe  to  let  them 
make  fettlements  in  the  country  whither  they  come 
to  traffic,  a  truth  of  which  has  been  abundantly 
evinced  by  the  fcttlements  made  by  French,  Eng- 
lifh,  and  Dutch,  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
where  under  the  pretence  of  trading  with  the  na- 
tives, they  made  themfelves  mailers  of  their  re- 
fpe^tive  countries. — But  this  truth  the  Iriih  were 
at  that  time  to  learn  only  by  experience,  and  re- 
pented their  ignorance  when  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
drcfs  the  inconveniences  it  had  occalioned. 

The  Eafterlings  being  thus  fettled  in  the  coun- 
try, lay  for  ever  upon  the  watch  for  opportunities  to 
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encroach  upon  the  Irifh,  and  the  latter  were  not  long 
before  they  furniihed  thcle  opportunles.  Perpe- 
tual difputes  arofe  between  the  provincial  pro- 
vinces, and  the  heads  of  tribes,  one  amongft  ano- 
ther, and  thele  being  generally  terminated  by  the 
fword,  gave  fcope  to  the  common  enemy  of  both 
to  advance  in  power  and  confequence. — It  was 
not  long  before  the  Norwegians  taking  advantage 
of  thefe  quarrels,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  al* 
moft  all  the  fortified  and  fea-porttoWn$,  and  putting 
themfelves  in  a  condition  to  give  laws  to  the 
difputants,  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
flourifliing  colony  in  the  ifland. — 

But  fome  of  their  neighbours  the*  Danes,  hear-^^^^^ 
ing  of  their  fuccefs,  again  made  a  defcent  upon  retum  again 
the  Coafts.  In  this  attempt  they  met  with  little 
oppoficion  from  the  Irifh:  but  the  Norwegians 
fearing  they  fhould  lofe  the  footing  they  had  now 
got  upon  the  ifland,  refolved  to  meet  and  fight 
them,  and  accordingly  drawing  together  the 
greatefl  force  they  could  mufler,  went  in  queft 
of  this  new  enemy,  but  after  a  bloody  battle  were 
totally  defeated  by  them.-:-Thus  the  Danes  once 
again  eftablifhed  their  power,  whilft  the  Irifh,  as 
it  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  they  had  forgot- 
ten their  fufFcrings,  ftood  neuter  (as  the  reader 
may  remember  they  had  done  in  a  fimilar  cafe  be- 
fore) and  fuffered  their  inveterate  foes  to  feize  on 
all  that  the  Norwegians  were  then  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh. — Yet  not  even  this  neutrality  could  pro- 
tect them  from  the  fury  of  the  conquerors,  who 
topic  care  to  fecure  their  power  and  their  pofTef- 
fions  by  the  fword,  and  ufed  every  means  to 
inflave  the  natives  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  oblige 
them  to  fubmit  to  their  dominion. — A  prince  of 
the  royal  houfe  of  Denmark  foon  afterwards  came 
and  took  the  command  of  thefe  his  countrymen,  and 
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prcfcntly  reduced  thofe  among  the  Irjfli  who  had 
hitlierto  prefcrved  their  indcpendance,  to  a  ftatc  of 
fervitudc  and  fubjcftion.  Yet  there  were  fome  in 
the  illand  who  had  a  deep  fenie  of  the  real  interefls 
their  country,  and  thefe  were  perpetually  labour^ 
ing  to  perfuade  the  Irifh  princes  to  unite  their  in- 
tercfts,  as  they  had  done  a  few  years  before^  and 
altogether  to  fall  upon  the  common  enemy.—— 
Though  not  a  lading  peace,  a  truce  was  at  length 
obtained  by  their  endeavours,  in  coniequence 
of  which  the  monarch  levied  a  very  powerful  ar- 
tny,  and  marching  againft  the  Danes,  defeated 
their  forces  ;  but  dying  foon  after,  their  entire  re- 
duAion  was  a  matter  yet  left  unfinilhed  when  his 
fucceflbr  afccndcd  the  throne. 
Hugh  VI.  This  prince  was  Hugh,  the  fixth  of  that  name* 
Soon  after  his  acceffion  a  prince  of  Meath  engaging^ 
the  Danes  (in  all  probability  without  having  any 
affiftance  from  the  other  provinces)  was  defeated, 
and  moft  of  his  foldiers  left  dead  upon  the  field. 
—But  what  infinitely  counterbalanced  this  ad- 
.  vantage  was  the  monarch's  engaging  thefe  foreign- 

ers in  a  pitched  battle,  with  Amclanus  at  tl^ir 
head,  and  giving  them'  a  fignal  overthrow. — The 
confequencc  of  this  victory  was,  that  the  fhattered 
remains  of  their  army  retreated  to  thofe  forts  and 
cities  which  the  Irifli  had  been  weak  enough  to 
fuffcr  them  to  build  for  fafety ;  but  they  were  pur* 
fued,  and  moft  of  their  fortreffes  ftormcd,  Ame- 
lanus's  own  palace,  which  was  fituated  in  one  of 
their  famous  raths,  was  burned,  and  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  that  fled  thither  for  fhcltcr  were  de- 
ftroyed;  and  though  the  Dane  found  nieans  fo 
far  to  revenge  himfclf  as  to  furprize  and  cut  oflT 
a  party  of  the  viftorious  army,  as  they  were  on 
their  march  homewards,  and  to  plunder  the  city 
of  Ardmagh  in  his  retreat,  yet  he  was  forced  to- 
fave  himfclf  and  his  countrymen    by   a   fpeedy 
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flight,  and  embarking  on  board  his  fleet,  with  all 
expedition  at  .length  to  quit  the  iQand. 

Hug^  dying  a  natural  death,  was  fiKceeded  by  a.  d. 
Fian,  who  faw  the  ifland  once  more  pretty  wcil^j^^/^"* 
cleared  of  the  invaders  ;  but  this  was  Icarcely  ef- 
fedled,  when  the  ufuai  uijteftine  broils  began 
^;ain,  and  thefc  had  no  fbooer  qeafed  on  the  part 
of  the  monarch^  than  they  were  renewed  in  the 
kingdom  by  an  ccclefiaftic,  who  ought  on.  all  ac- 
counts to  have  been  the  laft  to  kindle  the  flames 
of  war  in  his  country. 

This  prince  was  Cormac  Mac  Cuillenan  (whom^"*»««* 
the  Monkifh  writers  furnamed  The  Holy)  who 
was  at  the  fame  time  in  pofle0ion  <^  the  archf- 
bifliopric  of  Cafliell  and  the  crown  of  Munfter. 
In  the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  found  all  things 
quiet  in  the  land,  till  he  himfelf  chofe  to  begm 
frefli  difturbances — The  firft  matter  of  any  confe- 
quence  that  we  find  recorded  of  him  is^  That  hav* 
ing  a  mind  to  celebrate  Eafter  with  great  folemnity 
and  magnificence,  at  his  palace  in  CafhelU  he  de- 
manded an  extraordinary  aid  of  provifions.from  the 
inhabitants,  which  was  abfolutely  refufed  him  by 
them,  but  with  which  the  warlike  tribe  of  the 
Dalgais  whole  princes  held  poflTeiTion  of  Thomond; 
and  were  defccnded  from  OUiol  Olum,  as  belong- 
ing to  his  province,  amply  fupplied  him%  A  lik« 
demand  that  he  made  of  a  fupply  of  arm^  and 
horfes  from  the  people  of  Eagnach,  in  the  neigh-  • 
bourhood  of  Cafhell  met  with  little  better  fuccefs  i 
— fince  thofe  people  though  they  did  not  return 
him  an  abfolute  denial,  yet  coUefted  together  a 
parcel  of  difabled  horles  and  bettered  arms,  and 
fent  them  to  the  monarch  who  was  again  fupplied 
by  the  Dalgais  with  fuch  as  were  good  and  ufeful  i 
for  which  this  poetical  prince  bifhop  fufficiently 
fung  their  praifcs  in  his  pfalter  of  Cafhell,  which  b 
frequently  quoted  by  the  writers  of  Irifti  hiftory. 
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Belides  this  event  which  is  no  otherwife  importaitc 
than  as  it  may  ferve  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of 
the  temper  of  the  prince  and  his  people,  we  read  of 
nothing  of  any  confequence  either  in  the  tranfaftions 
of  Cormac  or  thofe  of  the  Irifti  monarch,  till  after 
a  reign  of  about  feven  years,  the  former  was  per- 
fuaded  to  colle6t  his  Momonians  and  invade  the 
province  of  Leinfter  in  order  to  recover  a  certain 
tribute,  which  there  is  not  the  leaft  intimation  a£ 
his  right  or  title  to  in  the  preceding  hiftory — How- 
ever, be  that  as  it  might,  it  was  refolved  in  councS 
that  the  king  fliould  claim  it,  and  fupport  that 
claim  by  force  of  arms — And  though  the  Monkifh 
ivriters  tell  us  with  great  confidence  that  the  prince- 
bilhop  was  endued  with  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  where- 
by he  clearly  forefaw  that  he  fhould  fall  in  this 
attempt,  yet  he  refolved  to  proceed  in  it.— But  be- 
fore he  fet  out,  he  fent  for  Lorcan,  King  of  Tho- 
mond,  whom  he  declared  his  fucceflbr  as  being 
defcended  from  the  younger  fon  of  OUiol  Olum, 
who  had  ordered  that  the  elder  and  the  younger 
branches  of  his  family  flioulci  fucceed  alternately  to 
the  crown  of  Munfter,  an  ordinance  which  never- 
thelefs  had  been  interrupted  in  forty-four  fucceC- 
fions  and  which  the  prefent  king  now  in  vain  at* 
tempted  to  reftore ;  for  whatever  compliment  the 
council  paid  him  when  living  they  reverfed  his  de- 
cree after  he  was  dead,  and  gave  the  crown  away 
from  the  lawful  heir  who  had  now  a  double  right  to 
the  pofleffion  of  it.  After  this  Cormac  having 
previoufly  made  his  will,  prepared  for  his  fatal 
expedition. 

The  king  had  a  favourite  Abbot  of  Inis-cathy 
who  was  the  principal  inftigator  of  this  war,  and 
who  attended  him  on  his  march  into  the  province  of 
Leinfter,  where  the  army  being  arrived,  a  formal 
demand  was  made  of  the  tribute  in  difpute,  in  con* 
fequcnce  of   which  the    king    of   Leinfter  knt 
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Ambafladors  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Cotmac  * : 
The  propofal  they  were  inftrufted  to  make  was. 
That  as  harVeft  was  then  begun,  hoftilities  fhould 
ceafe,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  parties,  till  the 
enfuing  May,  and  to  (hew  that  their  maftcr  was  irt 
earned,  they  were  ordered  to  deliver  hoftages  on  his 
behalf  to  Cormac,  to  whom  as  well  as  to  the  abbot 
of  Inis-cathy  they  made  fome  noble  prefents.  We 
do  not  find  that  thefe  prefents  were  returned,  but 
yet  we  find  the  abbot  exerting  every  power  he  was 
pofTeffed  of  to  blow  up  the  coals  of  diflenfion  be- 
tween the  two  princes,  and  unhappily  he  fucceeded 
but  too  well  in  thefe  his  evil  intentions. 

This  man,  when  the  king  feemed  inclined  to., 
hearken  to  the  terms  propofed  by  the  ambafladors, 
had  the  infolence  to  reproach  him  with  cowardice 
to  his  face,  and  Cormac,  inftcad  of  refenting  the  af- 
front as  he  ought  to  have  done,  only  replied 
•*  That  was  no:  the  cafe  tho'  he  well  knew  he  fliould 
die  in  this  attempt" — and  at  the  fame  time  obfervcd 
that  perhaps  the  abbgt  might  likewife  fharc  in  the 
ruin  he  was  about  to  bring  upon  others. 

— Then  the  king  retired  penfive  and  melan- 
choly to  his  tent,  where  he  firft  fent  for  his  con- 
feflbr,  and  afterwards  made  fome  alterations  in  his 
will,  giving  particular  orders  about  his  interment, 

K  2  in 
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td  to  the  King  of  Leinilcr,  an  ac-  the  events   but  withdrew  from  the 

cident  happened  that  was  likely  to  camp,    and  returned  home — If  the 

^rove  of  fatal  confequence  to  the  ar-  forioat  abbot  had  done  the  fame,  it 

my  af^  Munftcr,    for  the  abbot  of  wottld  have  been  happy  for  Connac, 

Inis-cathy  who,  tho*  in  ordera,  was  a  ant!  prevented  the  effufion  of  blood 

perfoo    of   a    wiirlike    difpoHtion,  to  which  his  hai^hty  fpirtt  fo  much 

mounted  his  horfe  with  a  deHgn  to  contributed ;  but  in  all  this  under- 

ride  thro*  the  ranks  and  take  a  view  taking    which    was    of    his    own 

of  the  camp  t    but  the  horfe  being  adviftng  be  did  nothing  but  mifchief^ 

frighted)  fell  into  a  deep  ditch  with  fo  improper  is  it  for  then  to  ait  in  a 

the  rider  upon  the   back  of  him,  fplere  which   does   not  belong    to 

which  was  underftood  by  the  foldien  tbem,    and  to  attempt  influencing 

to  be  an  unfortunate  omen,  and  fiU*  public  aftairs  while  they  are  governtd 

ed  theiv  n^inds  With  Cich  impreflions  by  prirate  prejudices. 
•f  far  that  many  of  them  dcfpairing 
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in  cafe  his  body  ihould  be  recovered  from  the  ene-^ 
my.  The  confeflbr,  who' was  a  good  and  pious 
man,  vifed  all  means  imaginable  to  prevent  him  from 
engaging  in  this  deftrudive  action. — Bcfides  the 
inaay  chriftian  motives  he  urged,  to  avoid  fo  macH 
bloodflied  as  muft  necefiarily  enfue  if  the  armies 
joined  battle  ;  he  alfo  communicated  to  Cormac  the 
intelligence  he  had  received,  that  Flan  the  monarch 
©f  Ireland  had  abfolptely  joined  the  king  of  Leinfter 
with  the  royal  army.  But  notwithftanding  all  ihefc 
circumftances  and  the  continual  defertion  of  the 
troops,  the  ill-minded  abbot  had  fo  much  afcend-» 
ancy  over  the  king  of  Munfter  that  he  perfifted  in 
rejcfting  all  terms  of  truce  or  accommodation,  and 
both  fides  prepared  for  a  deci^ve  battle. 

When  the  Momonian  troops  arrived  at  the  plains 
of  Magh  Ailba,  the  fpot  deftined  for  the  fight, 
Corm^  marked  out  a  camp  by  a  wood's  fid%  where 
having  put  his  troops  in  battle  array,  he  waited 
to  receive  the  enemy,  who  approached  with  the 
greateft  ardour  and  marched  moft  joyfully  for- 
ward jis  to  certain  vidory ;  whilft  on  the  other 
hand  tne  troops  of  Munfter  engaged  without  (pirit 
and  without  hope,  their  king  having  a  certain 
prefage  of  his  death,  and  one  of  their  generals  of 
the  blood-royal,  deferting  as  foon  as  the  fignal  was 
given  for  the  battle,  after  laying  a  heavy  accufation 
againft  the  abbot  of  Inis-cathy,  and  perfuading  the 
ibldiers  to  depart,  and  to  let  him  and  his  clergy  fight 
their  own  quarrel,  without  involving  others  in  their 
deftructive  meafures.  In  the  mean  time  the  forces 
©f  Leinfter  which  we  A  found  fuperior  in  number 
and  in  fpirit,  rufliing  oil  made  fo  dreadful  a  flaoghter 
among  the  Momonians,  that  the  king  of  Oflbry 
who  commanded  in  the  right  wing,  flxuck  with 
horror,  rode  out  of  the  field  with  all  fpced,  calling 
to  tliofe  next  him  to  follow. — Seized  with  aftonifh- 
ment  and  difniay,  the  foldiers  could  no  longer  ftand 
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the  Ihbck,  an  univerfal  terror  fpread  itfelf  through 
the  ranks  and  caught  from  man  to  man  j  a  general 
rout  quickly  enfucd,  and  more  fell,  in  the  purfuit 
than  in  the  aftion  which  was  but  of  a  fliort  con- 
tinuance. Even  the  king  of  Offory,  who  thought 
he  retired  early  was  too  late  to  fave  himfelf,  by 
that  flight  which  completed  the  rum  of  the 
army ;  and  the  abbot  of  Inis-cathy  was  taken 
prifoner. 

In  this  general  confufion,  Cormac's  horfe  threw 
him  violently  into  a  pit,  out  of  which  he  was  taken 
by  fome  of  the  flying  foldiers,  who  having  relieved 
him  from  that  dift:refs  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
from  thefpot  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety. 
*— A  favourite  ofiicer  advancing  to  him  afterwards 
offered  to  accompany  him;  but  this  his  matter 
would  qot  fuffer,  but  ordering  him  to  withdraw^ 
proceeded  on  his  way  alone,  little  doubting  but 
his  enemies  would  foon  overtake  and  deftroy  him ; 
yet  he  did  not  perifh  by  their  hands,  his  horfe  at- 
tempting to  climb  a  very  fl:eep  place,  fell  with  his 
rider,  by  which  accident  the  king  diflocated  his 
neck,  and  thus  met  his  fate  in  confequence  of  the 
batde  he  had  fo  rafhly  fought,  though  he  was  not 
flain  in  the  aftion. — One  of  the  foldiers  of  the  vic- 
torious army  coming  to  the  fpot  where  the  corple 
lay,  took  it  up,  and  cut  off"  the  head  which  they 
carried  in  triumph  and  prefented  to  the  monarch, 
who,  however,  was  fo  far  from  approving,  that  he 
checked  them  for  the  proceeding-,  and  is  faid  to  have 
cxprefled  great  concern  for  the  untimely  fate  of 
Cormac. — Yet  it  is  very  plain  from  all  that  has  been 
recorded  of  him  that  this  Cormac  was  neither  fo 
wife  nor  indeed  fo  good  as  the  ancient  hiftorians 
would  reprefcnt  him. — A  prince  who  could  light 
up  the  flames  of  diflenfion  in  his  country,  who 
could  undertake  an  unjuft  war,  even  when  he  was 
periuaded  it  would  terminate  in  his  own  ruin,  and, 
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laftly  who  merely  to  oblige  a  ra(h  and  wicked  fa* 
vourite  could  rejedt  peacablc  propofals  when  they 
were  manifcftly  advantageous  and  honourable,  and 
finally  pcrfevere  in  doing  evil  in  fpite  of  conviftion  •, 
— fuchanone,  at  leaft  in  this  inftance,  could  neither 
dcferve  to  be  called  good  or  prudent ; — but  though 
all  this  was  the  precife  cafe  with  the  king  of  Mun- 
fter,  whofc  death  was  the  effed  of  wickcdnefs  and 
folly,  yet,  being  a  favourite  with  the  monkifh 
writers,  he  is  by  them  ftyled  Tbe  Holy  and  his 
name  tranfinittcd  with  honour  to  pofterity.* 

Soon  after  thefe  tranfadions  Flan  died  after  a 
reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  the  other  events  of 
which  are  not  handed  down  to  us  by  hiftory. 

NiaU 


•  *'  After  thij  engagement  (fays 
Keating)  Carrol  the  fon  of  Muire- 
Itgein  king  of  Ltinf^cr,  directed  hii 
march  towards  Klldare  where  he  ar- 
rived with  many  prifoners  of  note  of 
the  Momoniansj^and  among  the  reft 
the  author  of  this  rafii  and  unnecef- 
iary  war,  the  abbot  of  Inis-cathy  wai 
led  in  triumph  among  the  captives, 
the  clergy  of  LeinAer  were  fo  enrag- 
ed at  the  coodpdl  of  this  hot  headed 
priefty  that  they  upbraided  him  with 
being  the  fomentor  of  thefe  divlAons 
between  the  two  provinces  and  the 
caufe  of  all  the  bloodihed  on  both 
fides :  and  they  profccuted  their  re- 
fentments  with  fuch  violence  that 
the  unfortunate  abbot  was  dofuly 
imprifoned  and  feverely  ufcd,  fo  long 
as  Carrol  the  king  of  Leinfter  lived ; 
«fter  whofe  deceafe  he  was  difcharg- 
cd  and  obtained  his  liberty. 

*'  About  a  year  after  t^ie  deceafe  of 
this  provincial  prince,  Muirionn, 
the  pious  abbefs  of  St.  Bridget  was 
fo  concerned  about  the  fafety  of  the  ab- 
bot that  tho*  he  was  releafed  from  his 
impriibnmeat  and  received  his  par- 
don, yet  ihe  appre|ien(ied  he  might 
be  fet  upon  by  the  enraged  populace 
and  his  life  endangered,  and  there- 
fore for  his  fecurity  ihe  prevailed  with 
a  number  of  the  moft  religious  clergy 
(p  procwp  9  |»ard  for  him,  tiU  h9 


arrived  at  a  place  called  Magh  Nairb: 
from  hence  he  came  to  Munfter,  and 
retiring  to  hit  monaftery  of  Inis* 
cathy  he  fpent  fomc  time  there  with 
great  devotion  and  exemplary  prac- 
tice of  holinefs,  till  the  death  of 
Dubhlachtna,  thcfun  of  Maolguala, 
who  governed  the  province  of  Mun- 
ftcr  feven  years  after  the  deceafe  of 
Cormac  Mac  Culllenan.  By  the 
death  of  this  king  the  throne  of 
Munfter  became  vacant,  and  this 
abbot  was  removed  from  his 
retirement  at  Inis-cathy  to  admi* 
lufter  the  government  of  that  pro- 
vince, which  he  held  for  many  years 
^th  great  applaufcj  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  want  of  policy  with 
regard  to  the  invafion  of  LeinAer, 
he  proved  a  fober  and  difcieet  prince, 
and  was  poflTefTed  not  only  of  the 
command  but  of  the  afte£Hons  of 
his  people,"— 

It  is  well  when  men  are  reclaimed 
by  the  experience  of  misfortunes; 
it  is  perhaps  doubly  furprizing  to  ice 
an  eii'e^l  like  this  take  place  among 
princes— Yet  whatever  amends  tbeab* 
hot  made  his  people  when  he  became  # 
king,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
do  too  much  for  thofe  whom  he  had 
engaged  in  i^c  fatal  ai|air  t)f 
Leinftcr, 
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Niall  the  Fourth,  the  fon  of  Hugh  the  Sixth  was  Niaii  nr. 
the  next  monarch  oflreland — This  prince  was,  very 
early  in  his  reign  obliged  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  Danes,  who  again  appeared  in  Ireland — After 
a  bloody  battle  which  was  fought  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter,  viftory  declared  in  his  favour,  and  the  in- 
vaders were  repulfcd  with  great  (laughter.  But  a 
party  of  thcfe  l^wlefs  free-booters  that  landed  in 
Lcinfter  met  with  better  fuccefs,  and  after  routing 
the  king's  forces  eftabliftied  themfelves  in  the 
country  under  Sitric ;  Dublin  was  taken  by  ftorni, 
and  the  Irifh  monarch  in  attempting  to  put  a  flop 
-to  their  progrefs  was  defeated  and  flain,  after  a 
three  years  reign,  his  troops  though  they  fought  with 
great  valour  being  overpowered  by  the  fuperior 
numbers  of  the  enemy. 

»  Donogh  the  Second,  the  fon  of  Flan  fucceedcd^^^"^**  "• 
next  to  the  throne  of  Ireland. — In  his  reign  while 
Ceallachan  was  king  of  Munfter,  the  Danes  made 
incurfions  into  that  province ;  but  were  repulfed  by 
the  king  who  took  their  general's  wife  and  fitter 
prifoners  and  obliged  them  to  lay  afide  their  pro- 
jeft  of  fubduing  his  dominion,  and  withdraw  them- 
felves to  join  the  main  body  of  their  countrymen  at 
that  time  fettled  in  Leinfter. 

Thus  baffled  in  his  defigns,  Sitric  refolved  to  be  - 
revenged  on  Ceallachan  for  his  difappointment,  and 
in  confcquence  of  this  determination  applied'  to  the    - 
monarch  of  Ireland  who  at  this  time  had  fome  dif- 
.putes  with  him,  relative  to  tribute  and  homage,  and  ' 
on  that  account  was  mean  enough  to  come  into  the 
meafures  of  the  Danes,  which  were  in  the  highcft 
degree  cruel  and  treacherous.     Sitric,  having  tranf- 
afted  this  neceffary  bufinels  with  Donogh,  fent  a 
meflage  to  the  king  of  Munfter,  intimating  that  he 
had  no  defign  any  more  to  invade  his  province,  and 
carneftly  dcfiring  to  make  an  alliance  with  that 
prince  by  giving  him  his  fifter  in  marriage,  who 
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Niall  the  Fourth,  the  fon  of  Hugh  the  Sixth  was  nuuiv. 
rhc  next  monarch  oflreland — This  prince  was,  very 
early  in  his  reign  obliged  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  Danes,  who  again  appeared  in  Ireland — After 
a  bloody  battle  which  was  fought  in  the  province  of 
XJlfter,  viftory  declared  In  his  favour,  and  the  in- 
vaders were  repulfed  with  great  flaughter.  But  a 
party  of  thefe  l^wlefs  free-booters  that  landed  in 
X^rcinfter  met  with  better  fuccefs,  and  after  routing 
the  king's  forces  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  the 
country  under  Sitric  ;  Dublin  was  taken  by  ftorni, 
and  the  Irifh  monarch  in  attempting  to  put  a  flop 
-to  their  progrefs  was  defeated  and  flain,  after  a 
three  years  reign,  his  troops  though  they  fought  with 
great  valour  being  overpowered  by  the  fuperior 
numbers  of  the  enemy. 

Donogh  the  Second,  the  fon  of  Flan  fucceeded^**'*^^  ^^* 
next  to  the  throne  of  Ireland. — In  his  reign  while 
Ceallachan  was  king  of  Munfter,  the  Danes  made 
incurfions  into  that  province ;  but  were  repulfed  by 
the  king  who  took  their  general's  wife  and  fitter 
prifoncrs  and  obliged  them  to  lay  afide  their  pro- 
ject of  fubduing  his  dominion,  and  withdraw  them- 
felves to  join  the  main  body  of  their  countrymen  at 
that  time  fettled  in  Leinfter. 

Inus  Datiied  m  his  defigns,  Sitric  refolved  to  be  - 
revenged  on  Ceallachan  for  his  difappointment,  and 
in  confequence  of  this  determination  applied  to  the     - 
monarch  of  Ireland  who  at  this  time  had  fome  dif- 
.putes  with  him,  relative  to  tribute  and  homage,  and  ' 
I  on  that  account  was  m#»an  enough  to  come  into  the 
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was  a  lady  of  great  beauty,  and  was  defcendcd 
from  the  royal  tamily  of  Denhiark.  Ceallachan^ 
whofe  prifoner  that  princefs  had  been,  accepted  the 
propofal  with  pleafure,  and  approving  the  treaty, 
without  requiring  hoftages,  engaged  to  make  4 
journey  with  all  expedition  to  the  court  of  Sitric^ 
in  order  to  conclude  the  marriage— Befides  making 
many  fplendid  preparations  for  this  folemnity, 
this  prince  would  likewife  have  taken  a  very  large 
body  of  chofen  men  to  attend  him,  not  for  defence 
but  for  Ihew  and  pageantry*,  had  not  Kennedy,  (who 
before  had  quitted  his  pretenfions  to^  a  throne  to 
oblige  him)  advifed  him  to  the  contrary,  not  indeed 
becaufe  he  fufpefted  the  evil  intentions  of  Sitric, 
but,  in  all  probability,  becaufe  he  feared  that  the 
Irifh  monarch  might  take  this  opportunity  to  faU 
tipon  the  province,  when  it  was  almoft  dcfencelels, 
and  plunder  it  in  revenge  for  their  refufal  of  the 
tribute  and  homage  that  he  Kad  demanded.  Whe- 
ther  this  or  any  other  motive  fwaycd  him  in  giving 
liis  counfel,  the  king  fubmitted  to  be  guided  by  it^ 
and  accordingly  fet  out  attended  only  by  a  party  of 
his  guards,  and  fome  few  of  the  nobility,  amdng 
whom  was  Dunchan,  the  fon  of  Kennedy,  who  ac- 
companied Ccallachan  on  this  expedition,  whilc^ 
in  his  abfence,  his  father  was  left  to  adminifter  the 
government  of  the  province.  In  the  mean  time 
the  wife  of  Sitric  though  an  Irifh  woman  could  not 
.help  e^ppftulating  with  her  hufband  for  what  (he 
deemed  his  want  of  fpirit,  in  matching  his  fifter, 
who,  as  I  have  taken  notice,  was  of  the  royal  houfe 
of  Denmark,  with  a  petty  prince,  who  had  been 
the  great  enemy  of  t;heir  intercfts.  Sitric,  in  the 
jnidft  of  all  his  cunning  fuffercd  himfelf  to  be  over- 
l^ached  in  policy  by  ^  woman  :  little  imagining 
that  he  fhould  be  betrayed  from  that  quarter,  he 
made  no  fcruple  of  telling  her  that  he  had  no  de- 
fign  of  keeping  his  word  wirh  Ceallachap,  but  that 
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all  his  view  was  only  by  fair  promifes  to  lure 
him  within  his  power,  which  the  moment  he  had 
accompliihed,  he  would  devote  the  unwary  war- 
rior to  deftruftion. 

Whether  the  wife  of  Sitric,  as  fome  writers  have 
ftippoled,  had  conceived  a  paflion  for  the  king  of 
Munfter,  during  the  time  that  £he  was  his  captive ; 
or  whether  the  love  of  her  country,  or  a  regard 
for  the  rights  of  humanity,  operated  at  this  time 
^pon  her  mind,  it  is  certain  that  (he  refoved  if 
poflible  to  fave  Ceallachan  from  the  villiany  of 
his  enemies.     For  this  purpofe  difguifing  herfelf, 
ihe  quitted  Dublin,  the  next  day  and  waiting  on 
the  road  through  which  ftie  knew  he  muft  pafs, 
as  foon  as  Ihe  faw  him,   made  him  acquainted 
with  the  plan  that  was  laid  to  deftroy  him. 
The  king,  ftruck  with  horror  at  this  relation,  im- 
mediately turned  about,  and  made  all  hafte  with 
his  retinue  to  efcape*  the  fatal  fnare  his  enemies 
had  fprcad  for  him.     But  Sitric  already  had  him 
encompaffed  in  his  toils. — Guards  had  been  placed 
on  the  road,  who,  as  he  paiTed  their  ftations,  clofed 
upon  his  rear. — When  Ceallachan  too  late  per- 
ceived this  circumftance,  he  ordered  his  followers 
to  exert  all  th^ir*  ftrength  in  attempting  to  cut 
a  paflTage  through  the  forces  which  oppofcd  them ; 
and  the  command  was  fo  well  obeyed,  that  had 
not  the  Danes  been  fo  near  Dublin,  as  to  receive 
numerous  fupplies  of  frelh  troops,  they  muft  have 
given  way,  and  yielded  the  injured  prince  a  paf- 
fage  ;  but  as  it  was,  though  the  Irifh  flew  many  of 
them,  yet  their  numbers  thus  perpetually  recruited, 
at  1^  prevailed — the  Momonians  were  defeated, 
and  in   tliis   Ikirmifh  Ceallachan   and    his   friend 
Dunchan,   die  fon  of  Kennedy  were  both  taken 
prifoners. 

Though  Sitric  by  the  event  of  this  adtion  had 
gotten  the  viftim  into  his  powcr^  yet  from  fome  po- 
litical 
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litical  reafons  he  delayed  making  that  facrifice  in 
public,  which  before  he  fcemed  refolved  on  in 
private. — Determined  as  he  was,  however  that 
Ceallachan  (hould  not  efcape  his  vengeance,  he 
was  far  from  fctting  him  at  liberty  ;  but,  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  a  moderation  he 
was  not  poffefled  of,  began  to  propound  terms  to 
his  prifoners,  taking  great  care  they  fhould  be 
fuch  as  would  have  no  chance  to  be  accepted. 
He  demanded  that  Cork,  Cafliell,  Waterford,  and 
Limerick  (hould  be  delivered  into  his  hands, 
and  alfo  that  a  fine  fhould  be  paid  for  every  Dane 
killed  in  the  fkirmilh  near  the  gates  of  Dublin. 

From  the  inftant  that  Ceallachan  was  informed 
of  thefe  demands,  he  refolved  if  the  conqueror  was 
in  earneft,  by  no  means  to-  comply  with  them  ; 
though  his  enemy  declared  his  rcfolution,  in  cafe 
of  a  refufal,  to  tranfport  his  prifoners  to  Ard- 
magh,  and  from  thence  to  Norway.  But  as  he 
had  reafon  to  furmife  that  all  this  treaty  was  only 
intended  to  dupe  him,  and  to  procure,  if  poffiblc, 
fome  opportunity  for  Sitric  to  aft  that  villainy 
with  fome  little  fhew  t)f  juftice,  which,  tyrant  as 
he  was,  he  did  not  chufe  otherwife  to  adven- 
ture ;  this  confideration  made  the  king  of  Mun- 
fter  refolve  to  retort  his  enemy's  own  arts,  and 
ply  him  with  diflembling  words. — He  therefore 
intimated,  that  he  would  immediately  fend  to  his 
good  fubjcdls  to  try  what  they  would  do  to  ran- 
fom  him,  if  the  Danifh  general  would  permit 
one  of  the  captives  to  return,  in  order  to  bear  his 
meffage.  This  requeft  being  granted,  a  proper 
perfon  was  pitched  upon  to  execute  the  im- 
portant commiflion  :  to  him,  inftead  of  induc- 
tions to  procure  his  ranfom,  the  noble-minded 
Ceallachan  gave  it  in  charge  to  exhort  Kennedy, 
the  regent  of  Munfter,  never  to  comply  with  the 
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propofals  of  the  Danes,  or  fufFcr  them  to  intrude 
themfclves  among  his  fubjedbs,  let  the  fate  of 
their  king  be  what  it  might;  but  rather  to 
roufe  his  Momonians  to  arms,  to  fend  the  general 
ponough,  with  what  land  forces  he  could  get  to- 
gether, immediately  to  his  king*^  affiftance,  and  to 
order  the  Ihips  ftationed  in  the  harbours,  to  repair 
with  all  poffible  fpeed  to  Dundalk,  there  to  pre- 
vent the  Danilh  fleet  from  executing  their  evil 
purpofe. 

Happily  for  the  king,  the  news  of  Sitric's 
treachery  having  quickly  reached  Munfter,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  were  already  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  troops  aflembling  when  the  meflen- 
ger  arrived,  whofc  inftrucUons  they  inftantly  pre- 
pared to  put  into  execution,  as  well  as  the  time 
and  circumftances  of  the  extraordinary  cafe  would 
admit. — Donough  having  collefted  his  troops,  the 
fleet  was  likewife  drawn  together,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  naval  armament,  which  confifted  of 
feventy  fhips,  was  given  to  Failbhe,  king  of 
Defmond.  The  army  then  proceeded  to  Con- 
naught,  where  the  general  levying  provifions  for 
the  fubfiilence  of  his  troops,  fo  much  offended 
the  prince  of  the  province,  that  inftead  of  doing 
all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  aflift  his  countrymen, 
in  their  undertakings  againft  foreign  enemies,  who 
had  at  various  times  (hewed  themfclves  eaualljr 
tyrannical  to  all  the  Irifli ;  this  felfilh  chief  fent 
private  intelligence  to  the  Danes  of  the  approach 
of  the  army  of  Munfter,  and  difcovered,  as  far 
as  he  knew  them,  all  their  dcfigns. 

Sitric  had  reached  Ardmagh,  where  he  then  lay 
waiting  with  his  prifoners. — But  on  the  news  of 
the  Irifli  troops  being  in  full  march  towards  him, 
he  ordered  the  Danilh  earls  who  had  the  care  of 
f he  captives,  to  march  out  of  the  city,  and  come  ' 
immediately  to  an  engagement  with  them,  whilft 
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he,  with  his  guard  removed  the  former  on  board 
his  flfect,  in  order  to  convey  them  to  Norway,  be- 
ing more  intent  on  the  execution  of  his  revenge- 
ful projeft,  than  on  the  prefervation  of  his  troops, 
who  were  foon  totally  defeated  by  the  enraged  na- 
tives 5  whilft  Sitric  went  to  Dundalk  with  his  cap- 
tives, whither,  hoVever,  the  viftorious  Momoni- 
ans  followed  him  the  next  day,  with  all  their 
forces. — But  when  thefc  latter  arrived,  thej'  found 
the  Danes  juft  embarked  with  the  king  of  Mun- 
fter,  Dunchan,  and  the  reft  of  their  prifbners. — 
It  was  in  vain  for  them  to  line  the  fhore,  and 
menace  the  retreating  enemy,  who  were  fufficiently 
0ut  of  their  reach,  and  fancied  themfelves  like- 
wife  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  vengeance. At 

length,  however,  while  both  parties  were  in  this 
critical  fituation,  the  Irifh  fleet  commanded  by 
Failbhe  made  its  way  up  to  the  Danes,  and  pre- 
pared immediately  to  fight  them. 

A  fight  fo  uncxpefted  as  this  threw  Sitric  and 
his  men  into  great  corifufion,  from  whence  how- 
ever  when  they  were  a  little  recovered,  perceiviug 
there  was  no  way  to  get  off,  they  began  a  defpe- 
rate  engagement,  in  which  both  their  fuperior 
numbers  and  fuperior  fkill  more  than  once  gave 
them  a  profpeft  of  viftory ;   for  the  Irifh  were 

.  but  new  to  the  praftice  of  fea-battles,  whereas 
the  Danes  being  old  pirates  were  experienced  na- 
vigators. Neverthelefs,  what  the  former  wanted  in 
numbers  and  judgment  they  made  up  m  valour 
and  refolution. — In  this  hard  conteft,  the  Irifli  ad- 

V  miral  fought  out  the  veffel  of  the  Danifh  general, 
which  he  boarded  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition  :  there 
he  faw  Ceallachan  bound  to  the  maft. — Haftening 
to  his  afllftance,  he  quickly  cut  the  cords,  which 
tied  him,  and  prevailed  on  the  king,  as  foon  as 
he.  had  thus  unexpeftedly  refcued,  to  quit  the  Da- 
nilh  and  repair  immediately  on  board  the  Irifli  vef- 
fel. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.        141 

lei.— This  generous  advice,  however,  which  faved 
the  king,  proved  fatal  to  the  gallant  admiraU 
for  not  being  fupported  by  a  fufficieht  number 
of  his  countrymen,  he  was  at  laft  overpowered, 
and  flain  by  the  Dani(h  guards,  who  by  Sitric's 
order,  fevered  his  head  from  his  body,  and  cx- 
pofed  it  to  the  Irilh,  in  order  thereby  to  diC- 
hearten  them.  But  this  fight  only  ferved  the 
more  to  inflame  their  courage.-— FingaU,  who 
fucceeded  the  flain  admiral,  s^ain  boarded  the 
Danifli  fliip,  with  a  determined  refolution  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  Failbhe. — This  brave  of- 
ficer foon  found  liis  men  fo  far  out-numbered  by 
the  enemy,  that  conqueft  feemed  out  of  their 
reach  :  But  as  he  valued  not  his  own  life,  he 
found  means  to  get  that  of  his  foe  into  hia 
power,  for,  forcing  his  way  through  all  the  fight- 
ing crowd  to  Sitric,  he  fingled  him  out,  graiped 
him  in  his  arms,  and  threw  himfelf  with  him  in^ 
to  the  fea,  where  both  were  drowned  together. 
Two  other  of  the  Irifli  chiefs  following  the  exam- 
pk,  feized  on  Sitric*s  brothers  in  the  like  man- 
ner, and  thus  at  once  put  an  end  to  their  ex- 
iflrence,  while  they  periftied  with  them.  The 
Danes  were  afl:orii(hed  and  confounded  when  they 
law  the  Irifti  thus  at  the  expence  of  their  own 
lives  making  fure  of  the  deftruftion  of  their  ene-. 
mies,  bold  as  they  were,  and  accuftomed  to  fcenea 
of  blood  and  flaugbter,  yet  they  were  ftruck  with 
dread  and  horror  at  this  new  method  of  fight- 
ing. Befides,  as  they  now  faw  their  general  and  his 
Jbrothers  deftroyed,  the*  royal  prifoners  releafed  1 
and  almoft  every  thing  they  contended  for  entirely 
k)fl:,  they '  began  to  flacken  their  oppoITtion,  while 
the  fury  of  the  Irifli  fl:ill  continued;  and  after 
fome  vain  attempts  to  turn  the  fortunes  of  the 
day,  fell  into  diforder,  whilft  the  Irifli  improving 
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their  advantage,  renewed  their  attacks  with  frefli 
vigour,  till  at  length  the  Danes  were  put  to 
flight,  and  a  vidory,  the  purchafe  of  toil  and 
blood,  remained  to  them,  and  rout  and  conftifion 
to  the  enemy. 

From  the  event  of  this  remarkable  contcft,  it 
is  eafy  to  obfervc  how  indifpenfibly  neceflary  it 
was  for  the  Irifli  to  keep  up  fome  kind  of  na- 
val eftabhfhment ;  but  till  this  time  we  hear  of 
nothing  of  the  kind  worth  obferving  in  all  their 
difputes  with  the  Danes  and  Eafterlings,  whofe 
attempts  might  otherwife  often  have  been  repel- 
led^ and  rendered  abortive  by  fuch  an  inftitution* 
Yet  in  the  inftance  before  us,  flie  fpirit  of  the 
natives  furmounted  all  obftacles,  and  left  a  fair 
example  to  pofterity  how  much  might  be  done  by 
a  Heady  conduit,  joined  to  a  manlv  courage. — • 
Had  Ceallachan  yielded  to  Sitric's  *  propofal  re- 
lative to  the  ranfom,  and  had  his  fubjefts  yielded, 
the  foreigners  •  would  have  gotten  a  footing 
in  his  dominions,  which  muft  have  been  pro- 
duftive  of  fatal  confequences  to  the  natives,  and 
in  all  probability  the  Dane  would  ftill  have  found 
the  means  to  fatisfy  his  perfonal  revenge  on  the 
king. After  all  this,  had  there  not  been  a  na- 
val preparation,  that  revenge  could  not  have  been 
compleated,  notwithftanding  the  numerous  army 
aflembled  by  the  general,  who  might  have  been 
eye-witneflcs  of  a  cataftrophe  that  with  all 
their  valour  they  muft  have  been  totally  unable 
to  prevent.— But  notwithftanding  thefe  Icflbns^ 
which  might  fo  properly  be  adduced  from  the 
faft  above  related,  it  is  certain  that  in  fucceeding 
periods,  thefe  truths  were  not  properly  attended 
to,  and  the  fucceeding  mifcries  and  misfortunes 
heaped  upon  the  people,  were  too  often  the  con- 
fequences of  fuch  an  inattention. 

Ceallachan 
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Ceallachan  being  thus  delivered  from  the  hands 
of  his  inveterate  enemies,  was  not  backward  in 
cxprefling  his  gratitude  to  thoic  who  furvived  the 
dreadful  day,  and  who  had  any  fhare  in  his  de- 
liverance. He  ordered  thanks  and  largefles  to 
be  given  to  thofe  brave  men,  whofe  courage  had 
been  the  means  of  refcuing  him  from  flavery,  or 
from  death;  and  having  gathered  his  forces  to- 
gether, marched  back  with  them  in  a  kind  of  tri- 
umph, to  Munfter  *.  After  this  he  fell  upon 
the  Danes  inhabiting  in  and  about  Limerick,  ancj 
the  county  of  Cafhell ;  Fortune  favoured  his  arms, 
and  he  proved  every  where  viftorious.  He  then 
marched  at  the  head  of  his  forces  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  the  king  of  the  Deifies,  with  whom  he  entered 
into  an  alliance,  giving  him  his  fifter  in  marriage 
who  was  a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  virtue ;  foon 

after 


H3 


•  **  Martou^  Mac  Flann,  the 
king  of  Leinfter,  (fays  Keating,)  at- 
tempted to  ob(h^d  his  pafTage,  and 
hinder  him  from  condu€Hng  bis 
troops  through  that  province.  This 
prince  was  of  a  meaA  fenrile  difpo- 
fition,  and  confulted  more  the  in* 
tereft  of  the  Danes,  than  the  pro- 
ipcrity  of  htf  native  country  ;  upon 
which  account  he  determined  to 
take  revenge  upon  the  army  of 
Munfter,  and  vindicate  the  caufe  of 
thofe  foreigners  upon  the  brave 
IriA,  by  cutting  off  their  retreat, 
and  harraffing  them  in  their  marches, 
for  this  purpofe  he  fummoned  all 
the  forces  under  his  command,  and 
reiblved  to  lay  ambuflies  in  their  way, 
and  fall  upon  them  unprovided  for 
defence.  But  Ceallachan,  the  Icing 
of  Munfter,  having  timely  intelli<* 
gence  of  the  treachery  of  this  apof- 
tate  prince,  who  had  renounced  the 
love  of  his  conntry,  and  wanted  to 
betray  it  under  a  foreign  yoke,  pre. 
pared  to  receive  him,  and  was  fo  in- 
cenfed  at  the  bafeneis  of  the  at- 
timpty  that  he  commanded  his  mca 


to. give  no  quarter,  but  to  make  ex- 
amples of  thofe  perfidious  IriHi  men» 
who  had  no  title  to  mercy,  and 
were  not  to  be  treated  as  open 
and  honourable  enemies  ;  and  to 
raife  their  indignation  the  more, 
he  declared  that  the  Danes  being 
of  another  country,  were  to  be 
ufed  as  the  laws  of  nations  dire^, 
but  the  enemies  they  were  to  en- 
counter had  forfeited  the  common 
and  eftabli/hed  rights  of  mankind, 
and  theretore  they  were  to  be  hunt* 
ed  down  as  robbers  or  beafts  of 
prey,  and  not  a  rtian  of  them  wai 
to  be  fpared.  Thefe  fevere  in- 
junflions  and  refolutioris  of  Ceal- 
lachan, were  carried  by  defertert 
to  the  king  of  Leinfter,  who 
dreading  the  refentmeut  of  the 
Momonians  flu/hed  with  vidory,  de- 
filled  from^iis  enterprize,  and,  with- 
drawing the  forces  of  his  province, 
retired  to  a  confiderable  diftance, 
and  left  the  army  of  Munfter  to 
profecute  their  journey  without  hlil- 
draacc  or  molellation. 
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after  which  event,  though  he  had  lived  and  reigned 
in  trouble,  he  died  peaceably,  defcending  quiedy 
to  his  grave,  full  of  glory  and  honour.--— 

Feargna  fuccedeed  to  the  crown  of  Munftcr,  on 
the  death  of  this  prince  ;  but  when  he  was  taken 
off  by  a  confpiracy,  Mahon  the  fon  of  that  Ken- 
nedy who  had  behaved  fo  worthily  to  Ceallachan, 
w^as  made  king  of  that  province  :— that  prince 
had  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  called  Brian 
Bioroimhe  or  Borome,  who  was  afterwards  mo- 
narch of  Ireland,  and  was  one  of  the  greatefl} 
heroes  that  country  ever  produced,  as  will  be  feen 
in  the  fequel. — 

In  the.  mean  time,  if  the  hiftory  has  dwelt  long 
on  the  affairs  of  a  provincial  king,  many  juft  rca-» 
fons  may  be  afligncd  for  it. — ;In  the  firft  place, 
the  great  figure  that  prince  makes  in  the  annals  of 
his  nation, — in  the  fecond  place,  the  great  bar- 
rennels  of  other  authenticated  fafts,  during  the  pe- 
riods of  his  reign ; — and  laftly  the  infignificancy,  to 
fay  no  worfe  of  the  Danifh  nwnardi  of  Ireland, 
who  ftill  fat  upon  the  throne,  at  the  acceflion  of 
Mahon  to  the  government  of  Munfter. — The  lat- 
ter though  a  prince  of  great  virtue  and  valour, 
,  ended  his  reign  and  life  by  a  confpiracy  of  hia 
own  fubjeds,  who  caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death, 
in  the  diftrift  known  by  the  name  of  Oeneachach* 
About  this  rime  the  northern  provinces  Fefolved 
to  imitate  the  example  fet  them  by  the  Momo^* 
aians,  and  to  extirpate  the  Danes  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter.  To  this  purpofe  the  provincial 
troops  were  collefted  together,  whom  Mortough, 
the  fon  of  Neil  commanded. — Thefe  attacked  the 
enemy  and  routed  them  with  great  flaughter.— 
Thefe  events  fo  intimidated  the  Danes,  who  yet 
remained  in  the  ifland,  that  they  were  glad  to  re- 
linquifli  all  thoughts  of  meeting  their  conquerors 
in  the  field,  and  to  reprefs  that  fpirit  of  cruelty' 
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and  injuftice,  for  which  when  crowned  with  fuc- 
cds  they  had  been  always  fo  remarkable. — In 
(hort,  they  were  content  to  live  in  pe^ce  and  quiets 
nefs,  when  nothing  could  be  gotten  by  wu*  and  op 
prefSon ;  and  though  the'IriAi  did  not  avail  them* 
ftlvcs  of  this  opportunity  to  exterminate  or  cf^ 
fedrually  reduce  them  to  fubjeftion,  yet  they  could 
not  but  reap  the  fruits  of  this  feeming  alteration 
in  the  difpofition  of  their  enemies,  while  they  did 
not  fufficiently  confider.that  it  was  fuchonly  as 
the  fword  had  made. 

Bloodfhed,  and  famine,  and  wide  w^ng  war^ 
are  doubtlefs  the  greateil  evils  that  the  human 
race  can  experience,  and  thofc  who  would  wifli 
a  prince  or  hb  people  to  take  up  arms  where 
peace  can  be  preferved  with  fafety  and  with  ho- 
nour, whatever  may  be  their  felfiih  ends,  what- 
ever may  be.  their  fpecious  pretences,  are  enc* 
mios  to  both  the  prince  and  people,  nay  more, 
they  are  enemies  to  mankind,  and  unworthy  of 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  living  in  a  civil  commu« 
nity  ; — but  where  a  cruel  and  oppreffive  enemy 
attempt  a  fetttement  in  a  kin^om  not  their  own  i 
where  not  contented  with  a  peaceable  fettlement  in 
a  fertile  country,  they  repeatedly  fpread  devafta-* 
tion  through  the  regions  they  poflefled,  tyranized 
over  the  natives,  and  deluged  the  land  with 
blood,  that  prince  or  people  that  couid  fit  down 
tamely  under  fuch  abufes,  and  not  chace  forth  the 
fpoilers,  when  Heaven  had  put  the  means  into 
their  power,  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  deferve  the 
liberties  they  were  fo  backward  to  defend. 
Shame  on  that  policy  which  teaches  princes  to  in« 
creafe  the  bulk  of  their  fubjefts,  cither  by  a  num- 
ber of  enemies  or  of  flaves  ! — ^Shame  on  thofe 
mean,  felfifh  maxims  which  would  inculcate  the  ne«- 
ceflity  of  receiving  a  fet  of  wandering  mifcreants 
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into  the  boibm  of  a  community  merely  on  account 
.of  riches  gained  by  plunder,  or  an  eftabliftiment 
jobtaincd  through  force  or  fraud  by  their  rapacious 
anceftors, 

.  Had  not  the  Irifh,  as  a  nnxiern  writer  juftly 
obfervcs,  been  abandoned  by  the  fpirit  ot  wit 
dom»  and  facriftced  every  advantage  to  the  con* 
tinuancc  of  their  private  animofitics  j  indeed,  had 
they  not  entirely  loft  fight  of  their  own  intcrcfts, 
this  was  one  of  thpfc  opportunities  which  offered 
to  extirpate  thofe  dcftroyers  root  and  branch  from 
the  kingdom, — But  perhaps  there  were  fome  then 
among  that  warlike  people,  who  conceived  a  no-j 
tion  that  this  might  not  be  a  politic  ftep,  becaufe 
the  Danes  underftood  fomething  pf  commerce, 
and  had  brought  with  them  fome  arts  which  the 
native  Irifli  did  not  know,  or  did  not  pradtifc.— 
It  was  fuch  a  confideration  which  influenced  the 
Britons  (but  with  more  feeming  reafon)  after  many 
brave  ftruggles  for  their  liberty,  at  length  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  a  fubmiffion  to  the  Roman  dominion.— 
And  that  polite  people  were  kind  enough  to  mako 
abode  in  their  country  as  long  as  it  fuited  them  j 
to  draw  what  fupplies  they  could  from  thence ; 
to  take  away  the  flower  of  tlieir  youth  to  fervc  in 
foreign  wars,  and  to  leave  the  country  dcfencelefs,  a 
prey  to  the  next  invader.  Such  were  the  fruits,  fuch 
ever  will  they  be,  of  this  detefted  policy. — As 
fof  the  Danes,  they  had  not  even  patience  enough 
to  wait  for  fuch  opportunities  of  bringing  the  na- 
tives of  Ireland  under  their  yoke ;  tor  no  fooner 
did  th'^y  receive  intelligence  of  any  fleet  oif  theirs; 
being  deftined  for  the  iftaind,  than  they  were  up 
in  arms  in  all  quarters,  and  ready  to  give  the 
word  for  violence  and  rapine ;  whilft  their  love 
for  plunder,  which  was  the  general  motive  to  all 
their  a<5Uons,  was  fo  great  that  no  •  law  was  (Oj 
St6£tj   no  obligation  fo  laired,  as  to  be  of  force 
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fuificient  to  rcftrain  them  from  it.  Lenity  in  arty 
people  towards  fuch  a  fet  of  favagcs  muft  be 
cruelty  to  thcmfelves  •,  and  this  indeed  experience 
had  more  than  once  evinced  with  regard  to  the 
Danes  and  Eafterlings,  the  remains  pf  whom 
were  ftill  fuffercd  to  inhabit  Ireland. 

But  they  were  not  long  fatiified  with  barely 
inhabiting  the  country  ;  fof  no  fooner  did  a  frefh 
reinforcement  arrive  from  their  own  country,  than 
thefc  wretches  began  to  difturb  the  public  peace 
again.  Wherever  there  was  plunder  to  be  gotten^ 
they  fwarmed  thither  immediately. — ^A  fair  being 
held  at  Tailtean,  when  the  merchants  came  there 
to  difpofe  of  thcif  goods,  a  piity  of  thefe  rob- 
bers having  intelligence  of  it,  immediately  marched 

to  furprifc  them,  ^nd  Carry  off  their  effefts. *• 

but  when  the  tradefmen  were  apprized  of  this 
treacherous  dcfign,  they  formed  the  noble  refolu- 
tion  of  uniting  all  in  one  body  to  defend  then* 
property  •,— For  this  purpofe,  they  quitted  the  fair, 
and  marched  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  who  little 
«xpe6ling  fuch  an  attack,  were  put  into  confufiott 
at  the  firft  charge,  and  finally  defeated  with  the 
krfs  of  four  thoufand  men,  which  was  a  terrible 
check  and  difappointment  t6  thefe  ravagers,  who 
Ikdc  expefted  fo  gallant  an  oppofition  f rom  that 
quarter. 

Nor  was  that  all : — a  piece  of  treachery  like  this 
was  fufficient  to  roufe  the  Irilh  from  their  dream 
of  peace  and  tranquility,  and  to  put  them  upon 
their  guard  againft  their  infidious  guelts.  The 
people  of  Connaught  at  this  time  were  the  firft 
that  rofe  to  vengeance  upon  the  occafion,  and 
thefe  twice  defeated  the  enemy  i  but  their  ill  fuc- 
ccls  only  inflamed  them  the  more ;  not  being  ablfc 
at  that  time  to  face  the  Irlfti  in  the  field,'  they 
ipread  themfelves  in  pillaging  parties  over  the 
country,    burned, .  plundered  and  dcftroyed,  cai*- 
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rying  on  their  old  piratical  war,  whicb  t{iey  knew 
was  always  terrible  to  the  native?.  However^  nt 
laft  the  men  of  Connaught  fell  upon  thecp, 
made  a  great  flaughter,  and  entirely  drove  the«i 
out  of  the  province, — All  this  time,  Donogh  f»t 
{till  and  beheld  unmoved  the  mileries  of  ys 
country, —nor  do  we  find  that  kc  fought,  one 
t>attle  in  favour  of  his  fubje&s,  though  there  is 
an  account  of  fbme  he  fought  againft  them.  Af- 
ter a  reign  of  twenty- fiyc  years^  Jie  fncpirecl  in- 
glorious, leaving  his  people  no  caijUe  to  r^egrot 
his  death. 

HarraQed  as  the  Iriih  were  by  the  £afterUng$, 

yet  thofe  were  not  the  only  foes  t^ey  h^d  to  d^ 

with.     The  Welch,   under  the  conduft  of  thck 

prince  Roderic,  landed  an  their  country,  but  were 

repulfed  by  the  iilanders,  in  a  bloody  engagioment* 

in  which  Roderic  himfelf  w^  (lain,  and  moft  of 

his  troop  cut  to  pieces. 

A.  p.        Congally  the  (on  of  Melmith,  of  the  race  of 

944-     Heremon,  next  a0umed  the  mqn^chy*  who  a&64 

congaun.  ^j^    fpi^jt    againft    the  Dancs^    and    defeated 

them  in  %  great  battle,  wherein  they  loft  no  leis 

than  feven  ti)p\;ii^d  men. — Before  this  time,  Brkt 

Boiromhe,  mentioi^d  above,  on  the  death  of  bb 

brother  Mahon,  took  pofleffion  of  the  crown  of 

Munfter.     He  refolved  to  revenge  the  death  of 

the  former  prince,  and  accordingly  made  war  upon 

,  the  kmg  of  Oeneachach,  whom  he  defeated  not- 

withftanding  the  latter  was  fupported  by  a  groat 

body  of  Danes,  that  he  bad  hired  for  the  pur* 

poife.    The  king  of  the  Peifies  being  9uich  dif«- 

pleafed  with  this  ftep  of  Brian's,  was  the  next 

whom  he  was  obli^  to  engage.    That  prince 

entered  Munfter  and  b^n  to  lay  waite  the  prpt 

vince,   but  his  prqgrefs  was  quickly  checked,  by 

the  Momonians,  at  whofe  head  Brian  attg^ked  wd 

lotally  routed  hi$  forces,  though  he  likewife  had 

-    .*  .         auxiliarjr 
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atnfiliiftfy  lianes  in  his  army.  The  flying  foldiers 
W^re  piiHued  by  tlie  viftors  into  the  town  of  Wa-i 
<erf6rd»  which  they  plundered  and  burned  in  re-^ 
Venge  for  the  infults  they  had  received  from  the 

The  people  of  Lcinfter,  who  were  ftrongly  con-* 
federated  with  the  Danes,  were  the  next  whom  the 
Mombnian  king  routed  in  a  pitched  battle,  kill- 
ed five  thoufand  of  their  allied  afmy  on-  the  fpot, 
and  forced  the  reft  to  fave  themfelves  by  a  pre- 
cipitate and  inglorious  flight. 

After  this  he  burned  Limerick,  and  carried  hii 
arms  into  the  heart  of  the  province  of  Leinfter, 
whofe  whole  force,  though  united  with  that  of  the 
Danes,  was  not  able  towithftand  his 'marrial  fury. 
Yet  thefe  foreigners  though  frequently  defeated, 
riways  had  means  tx>  recruit  their  forces  Ibfficiehtly 
to  diftr^fs^  the  natives.  The  tt^ith  is,  tftat  they' 
generally  found  fome  of  the  Irlfh^  eithfer  from? 
private  interefts  or  peMbnal  reftntments,' ready  to? 
aflift  them  in  their  undertakings.  Neverthelefs  we 
ai%  toFd,  that  they  quarrelled  about  this  time  with 
their  old  allies  of  Leinfter,  and  engagirtg  them  in 
two  great  battles,  flew  the  provincial  king.  In  oh# 
of  thefe  aftions,  the  primate  of  Ardmagh  is  faSd  ta 
have  given  his  afliftartce  to  the  invaders.*  In  the 
mean  time,  Briian  proceeded  with  his  vidterious'^ 
arms  every  where  to  attack  them,  and  happily  he* 
was  every  where  viftorious. 

Malachyj  who  was  defended  from  Flan  Sibnn,  Mtiichy  n. 
of  the  royal  race  of  Heremon,  fucceeding  to.  the 
monarchy,  gave  tokens  early  in  his  reign  of  a  bet- 
ter difpofition  to  relieve  his  country,  than  the  de- 
ceafed  Donogh  had  done.  In  the  battle  of  Ta- 
rah  he  defeated  the  foreigners,  who  left  five  thou- 
fand of  their  foldiers  dead  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. In  confequence  of  this  viftory^  the  monarch- 
joining  his  forces  with  thofe  of  Achy,  the  fon  of 
L  3  '      Ardgail, 
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Ardgail,  who  for  thirty-five  years  had  ruled  VU 
fier,  they  attacked  Dublin,  which  they  took  by 
fiorm,  but  neverthelcfs  ufcd  their  viftory  with 
QKxi^afion,  and  did  not  give  up  the  town  to  bo 
facked  and  plundered  ;  but  propofed  certain  term$ 
to  the  Danes,  which  the  latter  were  by  no  means 
in  a  condition  to  refuf?.  The  principal  articles  in- 
filled upon  in  this  treaty  were  thefe.  That  the  van- 
quifhcd  fhould  quit  all  their  conquefts  from  the 
river  Shannon  to  the  fea  eaftward  -,  and  that  they 
ihould  forbear  all  hoililitiet  and  incurlions  into  the 
Jriih  territories. 

But  certainly  all  the  Danes  were  not  bound  by 
this  treaty.— And  indeed  it  fliould  feem  in  this 
place,  (as  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft  in  many 
others)  that  the  advantages  the  Irifh  gained  are  ra- 
ther exaggerated  by  their  own  hiftorians  ;  clfe  we 
Ihould  not  hear  of  thefe  foreigners  fo  foon  re- 
covering from  their  lodes,  even  where  they  had 
pot  the  means  of  xcoruiting  themfelvcs  from  their 
native  country. 

What  gives  a  particular  ftrength  to  this  con- 
jcdlure  in  the  prefent  inftance,  is  the  contradiftory 
account,  which  ibme  of  the  Irifh  writers  them- 
ielves  have  handed  down  to  us,  concerning  this 
Malachy,  monarch  pf  Ireland.  Keating,  in  par^ 
tjcular,  after. having  given  a  prcumftantial  ac- 
'c^unt  pf  th^  taking  of  Dublin,  and  the  treaty 
nbove-mcntioned,  and  morover  told  us  two  ftories 
of  Malachy's  perfbnal  prowefs  ejchibited  againfl: 
the  Panes  in  finglc  combat,  immediately  after* 
yrardsi  withoiit  letting  us  to  know  how  the  inva-^ 
4ers  recovered  themfclves  from  the  great  check 
l^ey  had  fyfffcred,  proceeds  to  give  a  terrible  ac- 
<;ount  of  the  danger  the  Irifh  were  in  pf  being 
tptiUy  fqbdued  by  them,  owing  to  the  remiflhels 
of  'this  Vpry  inPOaroht     His   words  arc  thefe  i 
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**  Nor  was  there  any  prince  in  the  ifland  who^"^'"«- 
oppofed  thcfe  infults  of  the  Danes,  but  the  brave 
Brian  Boiroinihe,  king  of  Munfter.  This  re-, 
nowned  hero,  with  his  (tout  Momonians,  was  al- 
ways in  arms,  and  harrafling  the  foreigners ;  which- 
by  degrees  humbled  their  infolence,  and  made' 
them  lefs  frequent  in  their  incurfions.  And  this 
fuccels  and  induftry  of  the  king  of  Munfter  had 
ib  fixed  him  in  the  efteem  of  the  natives,  wjio 
.  owed  their  Kves  and  liberties  to  his  protection, 
that  they  made  an  attempt  to  dethrone  the  king- 
of  Ireland,  and  give  him  poflenion  of  the  go-' 
Tcmment  in  his  room^  and  they  were  the  more 
encouraged  in  this  defign,  becaufe  Malachy. 
was  an  indolent  inaftive  prince,  addifted  to  plea- 
fiirc  and  a  love  of  eafe,  and  facrificed  the  happi- 
Bcfs  of  his  country  to  his  own  private  divetfions  ;- 
and  the  people  who  were  immediately  under  his 
authority,  had  contracted  a  fervile  habit  of  idle- 
Aefs,  from  the  example  of  the  court,  and  never' 
difturbed  themfelves  with  oppofing  the  inroads  of 
the  Danes,  or  calling  them  to  an  account  for  their 
cruelties  and  opprefllons.^ 

**  The  nobility  of  Munfter,  and  the  principal  in- 
habitants of  the  province  of  Connaught,  reflect- 
ing upon  the  diftrefled  and  melancholy  ftate  of 
their  country,  applied  themfelves  to  Brian  Boi- 
roimhe  as  a  deliverer,  and  it  was  unanimoufly 
^reed  in  council  that  ambaflfadors  fhould  be  fent 
to  Malachy,  the  king  of  Ireland,  to  Cgnify  to 
him  in  exprefs  terms,  that  he  was  unworthy  of 
the  government,  and  unfit  for  the  public  manage- 
ment of  aflTairs,  fince  he  n^gleCted  the  protection 
of  his  fubjeCts,  and  permitted  them,  as  an  uncon- 
cerned fpeCtator,  to  be  oppreffed  by  the  merci- 
lefs  Danes,  who  took  advantage  of  his  indolent  in- 
aCttVc  difpofition,  to  deftroy  the  country  and  bring 
it  into  flavery.     They  eypoftulatcd  farther  witiv 

him. 
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and  ufed  the  freedom  to  uiform  him,  that  a  king 
of  Ireland  who  had  at  heart  the  happinefs  of  h^ 
people,  would  never  fuffcr  the  infolent  atucks  of 
thefe  foreigners  to  pafs  unrevenged  as  he  did  : — 
that  the  brave  Brian  Boiroimhe  had  imdcrukcn  the 
caufe  of  public  liberty,  and  to  repel  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  haughty  Danes,  and  therefore  he  de- 
fcrved  to  wear  the  crown  of  Ireland,  who  knew 
how  to  defend  it  with  honour  to  himfelf,  and 
happinefs  to  hia  fubjeAs,  In  the  end  thefe  am-^ 
baiTadora  declared  they  had  commiifion  to  ac« 
qualm  him,  that  the  nobility  and  gjenuy  of  Mun- 
fter  defigned  to  dethrone  him,  and  therefore,  to 
prevent  bloodihed  and  diHurbance  they  ^vifed  hiia 
to  refign  erf"  his  own  accord,  and  to  retire  to  » 
private  life.  This  representation  was  received  with 
the  utfrK>ft  fcorn  and  indignation  by  the  king; 
who  abfolutcly  refufed  to  comply,  and  knew  the 
value  of  a  crown  too  well  to  deliver  it  up  only 
for  alking.  He  likewife  refolved  to  enter  into 
treaty  with,  the  nobility  of  Munfter,  who  dcfircd 
to  meet  him,'  but  infixed  upon  his  right  of  pOfief* 
fion,  which  he  determined  to  maintain  to  the  laft 
cxtrenfvity.-— 

The  whole  of  tliis  account  fcems  indeed  a  lit- 
tle extraordinary; — perhaps  what  followed  upon  this 
may  appear  no  iefs  fo  to  the  reader; — when  (not  to 
4well  on  the  ftory  with  fo  much  prolixity  as 
Keating  has  done)  he  is  informed  that  immediately, 
receiving  the  anfwer  above  recited,  Brian,  coUeding 
together  all  his  forces  marched  towards  Tarah^ 
where  he  fent  a  herald  to  ofier  the  monarch  his 
choice  of  three  things  :«-^Either  to  refign  his 
crown,  as  had  been  before  demanded,  or  elfe  to 
meet  the  king  of  Munfter,  in  finglc  combat, 
or  at  the  head  pf  his  forces ;  if  he  refufed  to 
do  one  of  theie,  Brian  gave  him  to  underitand, 
that  he   would  take  by  force,  what  the  other 

would 
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would  not  reggn  by  treaty.  Malacby,  k  feeim, 
answered  the  herald.  That  he  feared  not  to,  meet 
the  Momoniims  in  the  field  with  his  faithful  fub- 
jefts  ;  but  that  as  he  had  *no  force  at  prefent  af- 
fcmbled^  he  could  not  poflibly  do  fo^  unlefs  the 
king  of  Munfter  would  give  him  a  certain  time 
ta  colled  hi$  powers,  during  which  interi^^al  he 
would  fend  meflengers  to  thc<?hiefs  that  owed  him, 
honi^e  and  obedience,  declaring,  at  the  ikme  time, 
that  if  they  refufed  him,  he  ihould  not  deem  it 
(o  great  a  difgrace  for  him  tq  relign  hia  qrown^ 
as  for  them  to  forget  their  fealty. 

The  Irilh  writers  tell  us,  that  Brian  very  he- 
roically (certMnly  very  imprudently)  accorded  to 
thefc  propofab^  and  agreed  not  to  to  fufFer  his  ar- 
my to  lay  Meath  under  contribution  till  the  ma« 
narch's  fate  was  by  this  method  determined, — Ii> 
the  mean  time  Malachy  difpatched  meflengers  to 
the  provincial  princes  and  all  his  dependants  ;  but. 
far  the  greater  part  refufed  to  aflifl:  him,  and  feme 
to  their  refufal  added  reproaches  and  upbraidings, 
which  we  are  not  particularly  informed  how  the 
riran  that  had  once  conquered  Dublin,  and  laid 
the  Danes  under  a  tribute  could  deferve.     Be  that 
as    it    may<,    after  much  confutation  with    his 
chiefs,  who  had  each  a  feparate  interell  of  hisi 
own  to  attend  to,  and  none  of  whom  had  any  in- 
tention to  fupport  a  declining  monarch,  the  belt 
propofal  that  was  made  to  him  being,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  one  half  his  territories,  to  be  defended 
m  the  poflef&on  of  the  reft,  baffled,  difappointed, 
^nd  irrefolute,  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  own  his 
fituation  to  the  king  of  Munfter,  and  to  deliver 
up  a  fovereignity,  in  which,  for  fome  caufc  ot^^^\^ 
Qther,  his  fubjcfts  did  not  chufe  to  fupport  him.     monarchy. 

If  the  monarchs  of  Ireland  deferved  to  be  de- 
pofed  for  not  being  able  to  deliver  their  peo- 
ple 
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pie  from  the  attacks  of  foreigners,   bow  many 
befides  Malachy  merited   that  fate ! — Nay,   how 
many  merited  a  worfe,  for  aflifting  thoie  invaders 
in  the  mifchiefs  they  brought  upon  thein  unhappy 
country ! — ^Yet  thefe  reigned  for  a  feries  of  years 
without  any  fuch  demand  having  been  made  or 
tvtn  fuggefted  to  them,  while  M^chy,  for  aught 
we  find  to  the  contrary,    was  depofed  for  not 
continuing  to  carry  on  the  war    With   as   much 
fuccefs  as  he  had  begun  it ;— for  though  the  Irifti 
writers   are    pleafcd   to  give  a  bad  charader  of 
him  about  the  time  of  his  being  depofed,  accufing 
him  of  indolence  and  inadtivicy,  yet  do  wc  not 
find  from  any  authentic  accounts  that  this  prince 
was  juftly  ccnfured ;   all  wc  can  gather  is  that 
Brian  was  the  greater  hero,   and  tliereforc  in   a 
time  of  war  and  public  calamitity  die  Irifh  pre- 
ferred him  for  his  fpirit,  and  on  account  of  that 
fucce&  which  they  obfcrved  conftantly  to  attend  on 
all  his  undertakings. 

'  It  is  no  new  thing  to  iind  a  multitude  fickle 
and  wavering;  but  nothing  could  even  palliate, 
much  lefs  excufe,  this  ftep  taken  by  the  people 
of  Ireland,  except  the  confideration  laft  men- 
tioned, which  being  an  argument  arifing  from 
Che  neceflity  of  their  affairs  had  doubtUefs  a  great 
weight  with  them  \  yet  though  Malachy  quietly 
acquiefced  in  the  refi^nation  of  the  monarchy, 
when  he  faw  himfelt  deferted  by  thofe  from 
whom  he  expefted  fupport,  he  bore  in  mind 
the  infult  then  offered  to  his  regal  charader,  and 
ihewed  his  refentnient  afterwards,  at  a  time  ii^hen 
their  all  was  at  ftake. 
•rolAcf^''  On  the  refignation  of  Malachy,  Brian  Boiromhe 
was  proclaimed  monarch  of  Ireland,  and  crowned 
at  Tarah,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  his  people. 
This  was  the  fecond  contefl:  be  had  had  where  a. 
kii\gdom  was  in  difputc.    He  had  formerly  had  a 

conteft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C" 


Mrt/e^l^atr(H^Ae^<ma^  o^Q^r/aru^. 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


*  \ 


Digitized  by 


Google      ' 


HISTORY    ojp-  I  R  E  L  AN  D,         155 

conteft  for  the  crown  of  Munftcr  i  he  had  now  had 
a  much  ftrongcr  one  for  the  dominion  of  Ire- 
land. — Being  fuccefsful  in  both  thefe,  he  was  re- 
folded to  Ihcw  his  gratitude  to  the  people,  and  to 
prove  that  he  wa3  not  unworthy  of  the  favour 
they  "had  (hewn  him. — It  is  feldom  that  ufurpers 
aft  fo  well ;  but  the  Irifh  writers  have  not  choferi 
te  confider  Brian  as  fuch.  Let  him  be  what  he 
might  in  that  refped,  it  is  certain  he  was  a  great 
hero,  and  at  fuch  a  period  as  that  when  he  amended 
the  throne,  he  muft  confequcntly  be  reckoned  a 
great  prince. 

The  new  monarch  on  his  accedion  beftowtd  li- 
beral prefenls  on  Malachy,  confirming  him  in  his 
old  inheritance  of  Meath,  and  the  next  year 
received  the  fubmiffion  of  the  kings  of  Ulfter  and 
Connaught,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  in  his 
newly  acquired  fovereignty,  from  which  his  peo- 
ple cxpedted  to  date  the  aera  of  their  happineh.--* 
Malachy  had  reigned  for  twenty-three  years,  and 
had  not  at  lafl:  been  able  to  reprefs  die  incurfions 
of  the  Danes,  but  Brian,  who  had  hitherto  been 
the  greateft  oppofer  of  their  depredations,  now  he  > 
had  attained  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  honour,  fecm- 
cd  refolved  to  complete  the  reduftion  of  them.— 
But  before  I  proceed  to  relate  his  military  at- 
chievements,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice 
of  Ibme  of  the  remarkable,  great  and  learned  men 
who  flourilhed  in  Ireland  after  Chriftianity  was 
pUnted  there,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Danes,  put 
a  check  to  religion  and  learning,  and  forced  many 
of  the  profeffors  of  it  to  feek  their  fafety  in  fo- 
reign countries, 

Pafling  over  Palladius  and  the  great  St.  Patrick, 
of  whoni  I  have  already  given  an  account,  I 
ihall  here  gp  on  to  mention  a  few  of  the  moft 
noted  perfons  that  flouriihed  in  the  church  (which 
in  thofe  days  was  the  great  repofitory  of  th^ 
•  learning 
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learmng  of  the  times)  extracting  my  accounti 
from  the  bricfeft  and  moft  unprgudtced  writers, 
.  Colum  Cill,  or  Columb-Kill  wat  bom  of  a  good 
family,  and  was  the  founder  of  a  monaftery  in  a 
forcft  called  the  Field  of  Oaks.  By  his  doftrine 
and  good  exampk  be  converted  the  Pi^ifh  nadoii 
to  die  chriftian  faith,  and  while  he  continued  in 
that  country,  he  built  the  monaftery  lona,  called 
alfo  Huy  and  Y-Columkill  of  which  he  was  the 
firft  abbot,  and  which  was  the  burial  place;  of  the 
Scottifh  kings  and  nuiny  faints.  He  wrote  a  Rtile 
for  the  ^Monies  which  is  called  after  his  name,  the 
Life  of  St.  Patrick,  and  four  hymns. 

Bridget  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Louth^: — (h« 
lived  for  the  moft  part  at  Kildarc  in  a  nunnery  of 
her  own  ercftion,  ot  which  (he  was  the  abbefs,  (he 
>vrotea  Rule  for  the  nuns  of  her  order,  anda  Po&m 
on  the  virtue  of  St.  Patrick,  and  feveral  othcfr 
pieces.— A  perpetual  fire  that  was  called  St.  Bridi- 
get's  was  confecratcd  to  her  memory,  which  was 
kept  burning  till  the  thirteenth  century,  when  it 
was  extinguiihed  by  order  of  an  archbi^op. 
*  Congall  founded  the  monaftery  of  Bangof  near 

the  Eaftern  Tea,  to  which  fuch  numbers  of  religious 
perfons  rcforted  that  he  was  obliged  tb  ereft  others 
lor  their  reception— He  wrote  Inftitutes  for  his 
monks,  the  AAs  of  St.  Columbc  and  fome  epiftlesi 
— This  Congall  is  faid  to  have  had  three  thoufand 
monks  under  his  diredion  at  one  rime. 

Columba  was  born  at  Lcinfter  about  the  fcventh 
century.  His  fchool  education  being  complete  he  re^ 
>  moved  bto  another  province  and  put  himfelf  under 
Silenus,  with  whom  he  made  great  improvertient. 
He  then  forfook  the  world  and  became  a  monk 
under  Congall  in  the  abby  of  Bangor.  But,  at  laft^* 
tired  with  this  inaAive  life,  he  fet  out  with  twelve 
companions  on  his  travels,  with*  a  defign  to  propa- 
gate the  gofpel  in  foreign  countries.  With  thefe  he 
^  pafled 
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pafled  over  firft  into  England  where  he  ftayed  fomc 
tiinc  with  great  reputation.     Being  however  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  contefts  about  the  celebration  of 
Eafter,  and  the  ecclefiaftical  tonfure,  which  employ- 
ed the  religious  of  thofe  days,   he  went  with  his 
companions  into  Burgundy,  and,  fixing  on  an  old 
ruinous  caftle  for  their  refidence,  they  fitted  it  up 
and  there  pra£kifcd  the  exercifes  of  theit  profcflion. 
In  the  fame  defert  he  found  another  old  caftle 
called  Luxeuil  and   his  difciples  encreafing  f aft 
upon  him  he  converted  it  into  a  monaftery.     He 
built  another  at  Fontaine  and  fubjefted  this  and 
the  firft  to  that  of  Luxeuil.      Hence  arofe  the 
original  q£  priories,   which  being  founded  by  ab- 
bots   became  fubjeft  to   theni — After   travelling 
through  France  he  at   laft  fettled  near   Naples 
where   he  died — He  wrote  a    book  againft   the 
Arians,  feveral  treatifes  on  the  Pafchal  Controverfy, 
ibme  epiftles,    letters,  &c.    and  was  a  perfon  of 
great  piety  and  learning. 

Bifhop  Aidan    came    from   the   monaftery  at 
lona.     To  xi\\%  pious  prelate  is  owing  the  conver- 
fion  ot  the  Northumbrians.      He  governed  that 
church  for  near  feventeen "years,  and  founded  fchoob 
for    the   inftruftion    of   men  and  children — He 
differed  from  the  church  of  Rome   in   keeping 
Eafter,   which  occafioned  Bede  to  obferve  in  his 
charader  of  him.  That  he  had  zeal  without  know- 
ledge ;   yet  he  led.  a  moft  holy  life,   as  the  fame 
Bede  acknowledges — This   bifhop  governed  the 
church  of  Northumberland  above  fixteen  years, 
ere£ted  fcvcral  fchools,    wrote  Commentaries  on 
the  Scriptures,  bcfides  feveral  fermons  and    ho-^ 
milies,  and  was  a  great -ornament  to  his  church 
find  nation. 

Finan,  a  native  of  Ireland  canle  from  the  mo-, 
nafttry  q£  lona :  ^^ht  fucceeded  Aidan,  his  country^ 
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ztwiy  in  the  fee  of  Holy  Ifland,  near  the  river 
Lindis  in  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland  :  he 
converted  Sigibert,  the  third  king  of  the  Eaft  Sax* 
ons,  and  many  of  the  court  of  Ofwy,  he  had  the 
fame  fuccefs  with  a  prince  of  Mercia  and.  his  at«* 
tendants.  The  old  controverfy  about  Eafter  being 
ftill  on  foot,  this  biihop  could  not  be  brouo;hr  to 
conform  to  the  Roman  cuftom  j— but  he  wrote  a 
book  on  the  ancient  ufage  oi  the  paflfover* 

Furfeus,  a  monk,  founded  three  monafteries  in 
his  native  country  of  Ireland  and  he  met  with  great 
fuccefs  among  the  inhabitants  of  Eaft  Anglia.     He 
built  a  monaftery  in  Suffolk,  now  called  Burgh 
caftle,  which  was  largely  endowed  by  the  kings  of 
the  Eaft  Angles.     But  fome  commotions  arifing  in 
this  country,  he  went  to  France  and  ereded  the 
monaftery  of  Lagny  near  the  Seine,  and  abbey  of 
Iqna.  Adamnan,  was  anirifhman,  fent  by  the  North 
Brit9ns  upon  fome  byfinefs  to  the  court  of  Alfred 
king  of  Northumberland,  he  was  made  a  convert  to 
the  catholic  Eafter;  and  on  his  return  home  endea- 
voured to  convince  his  monks  of  their  error,    but 
failed  in  the  attempt.     After  this,  he  returned  to 
Ireland,  where,  in  a  little  time,  he  brought  over 
moft  of  them  who  were  not  in  fubjeftion  to  the 
monaftery  of  lona,  to  the  Roman  cuftom  of  keep- 
ing Eafter. — Fluflied   with  this   fuccefs    he   went 
again  to  his  abbey  in  North-Britain,  but  could  not 
contrive  as  long  as  he  lived  to  introduce  the  Ro- 
man  cuftom  into  the  houfe.    He  wrote  the  lives 
of  Columb-Kill  and  that  of  the  Queen  of  the 
Franks,  fcveral  Poems,  a  defcription  of  the  Holy 
Land,  &c. 

Cuthbert  was  the  fon  of  an  Irifli  cjhief :  he 
was  left  by  his  mother  in  the  abbey  of  Maiit 
rofs,  wiiile  Ihe  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome.. 
lie  made  great  progrefsin  his  ftudies,   and,  hav)« 
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ing  a  tafte  for  that  fort  of  life^  he  paffed 
through  the  oifices  of  monk  and  prior  of  his 
convent,  with  great  honour. — After  this  he  went 
to  live  a  folitary  life,  from  which  he  was  drag- 
^d  to  the  biihopric  of  Holy  liland,  which 
his  frieild  Eatca  quitted  for  him,  and  was  him- 
lelf  translated  to  Hexham*  But  in  two  years 
after,  he  quitted  the  mitre  and  returned  to  his 
former  folitude  in  the  ifle  of  Farn  where  he 
ended  his  days.  He  wrote  a  book  of  the  Or* 
ders  of  the  church,  the  Precepts  of  a  regular 
life  and  Monadic  Inftitutes. 

Befides  thefe,  in  the  feventh  century  flouriflied 
Colman,  a  monk  of  Zona :  he  fucceeded  Finan  in 
the  fee  of  holy  ifland,  and  was  famous  for  his  con- 
tcfts  concerning  the  time  of  obferving  Eafter ;  in 
wliich  thofc  on  one  fide  of  the  difpute  pretended  to  ' 
follow  the  ufage  of  St.  Peter,   and  thofe  of  the 

other  fide,  that  of  St.  John. The  ccclefiaftical 

tonfure  was  another  controverted  point  in  thofe  days, 
in  which  Colman  was  likewife  concerned  ; — and 
king  Ofwy  by  whofe  command  the  fynod  was  held 
in  which  thefe  particular  matters  were  debated, 
declaring  himfelf  in  favour  of  the  Roman  cuftom, 
Colman  threw  up  his  bifhopric  and  returned  to 
Ireland  where  he  built  two  monaftries.  He  wrote 
a  book  in  defence  of  his  own  opinion  relative  to  the 
keeping  Eailer,  another  regarding  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Tonfure,  and  an  exhortation  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Hebrides. 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  famous  men  who  flou- 
xiihed  in  the  earlier  perids  of  chriftianity  in  Ireland  ; 
——but  the  reader  muft  not  be  furprifed  to  find 
almoft  all  thefe  concerned  in  contefts  about  triflei 
and  controvcrfial  writings,  the  fubjcfts  of  which, 
vouki  do  no  honour  to  the  meancd  pen.  It  was  the. 
falhion  of  the  times ;  fo  both  the  hiflorian  and  his 
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readers  muft  take  them  as  diey  find  them  5  and  it 
IS  bcfidcs  to  be  obferved,  that  it  was  from  ftich 
fources  as  thcie»  though  far  from  being  clear  and 
refined  ones,  that  many  great  nations  drew  firft,  as 
from  a  fountain-head  thofe  ftrcaflis  of  learning 
which  afterwards  fo  copioufly  pveripread  the  wcftem 
world.  If  we  credit  authentic  hiftorians,  Ireland 
had  a  great  porrion  to  herfelf  in  the  empire  of 
letters. — It  was  thence  that  many  foreign  churches 
received  their  greateft  ornaments.  It  was  there 
too  that  our  own  Alfred  received  his  education} 
and  at  what  dme  foeyer  the  Irifli  gained  the  know- 
ledge of  letters,  that  period  moft  certainly  was  an 
early  one,  and  is  juftly  fet  down  as  fuch  by  the 
writers  of  that  country. 

But  the  Danes,  as  has  been  oWerved  before, 
ufed  all  their  endeavours  to  deftroy  this  learning, 
and  root  out  fcience  from  among  them ;  nor  did  the 
Englilh  who  fucceeded  them  feem  to  favour  the 
growth  of  it  there  in  any  but  their  own-countrymen. 
All  the  records  or  remembrances  of  antiquity  among 
the  Irift,  they  were  likewife  certainly  enemies  to,  as 
wiftiing  to  make  them  as  much  as  poflible,  forget 
their  ancient  laws,  cuftoms,  and  origin,  in  order  that 
they  might  the  more  readily  be  induced  to  (ubmit 
to  the  ordinances  of  the  new  fetttlers.^—— Circum- 
ftances  that  may  in  fome  meafure  account  for  the 
fcarcity  of  authentic  relations  ill  regard  to  ancient 
affairs,  in  a  nation  that  is  faid  to  have  taken  lb 
much  pains  to  preferve  them. 

The  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  as  Warner  ob- 
ferves,''  were  lefs  famoos  for  men  of  learning  and 
eminence  than  the  preceding  ones,  on  account  of 
the  Danilh  invafion  •,  the  following  names  how- 
ever ftand  recorded^  as  making  fome  figure  in  the 
rebublic  of  letters,  even  in  thofe  times  of  confu- 
fion. 
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Clement  and  Albhi,  who  wem;  to  France,  jind 
were  in  high  favour  with  Charles  the  Great. 
•  Claude,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  lived  in  thcf 
beginning  of  the  ninth  century,  whom  the  wars 
obliged  to  forfake  his  country.  He  wrote  a  Com- 
mentaiy  on  the  Patriarchs,  the  books  of  Jofhua, 
Judges,  and  the  Pfalms ;  as  alfo  on  the  Gofpel 
of  St.  Matthew,  ind  St.  Paul's  Epiftles. 

John  Erigena  was  likewifc  born  in  Ireland,  and 
driven  about  by  the  wars.  Some  fay  he  came 
over  to  England,  and  affifted  in  reftoring  learn- 
ing  in  Oxford,  in  the  reign  of  king  Alfred.— 
He  wrotd  and  tranflated  many  books  in  diveri 
languages,  and  was  much  refpcfted  for  his  ex- 
tcnfive  knowledge  and  learning. 

Nor  muft  Cormac  Mac  Cuillenan,  the  famous 
Archbifliop  of  Cafhell,  and  king  of  Munfter,  be 
omitted,  who  fettled  the  pfalter  of  Cafliell,  and  of 
whom  io  much  has  been  faid  already  in  this  hif- 
tory.     He  flourilhed  in  the  tenth  century, — 

And  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  prin'ce3 
of  the  Niallian  race  geherally  gave  as  much  en- 
couragement to  religion  and  learning,  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  times  would  admit  them  to  do  5  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  ecclefiaftical  controverfies 
behaved  with  wifdom  and  moderation.  Had  they 
lived  in  happier  days,  truth  and  fciencc  might 
have  flourilhed  under  their  aufpices,  becaufe 
having  lefs  occafion  to  aft  the  part  of  heroes, 
they  might  have  had  more  opportunity  of  dif- 
playing  the  virtues  of  humanity.  But  peace  was 
not  given  in  th^ir  time,  and  it  was  to  Brian  Boi- 
toitmt  that  the  glory  of  chacing  forth  the  fpoil- 
crs  of  liberty  afid  learning,  was  referved,  and  ^ 
with  hi^  blood  ptirchafing  the  bleflings  of  free- 
dom to  his  country. 

Though  the  general  voice  had  approved  the 
deftion  of  this  prince,  yet  there  were  not  wanting 
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among  thefe  pett7  prihbes  fome  makcontents, 
who  though  they  had  not  oppofed  him  by  open 
force,  yet  denied  to  acknowledge  him  as  monarch. 
Brian,  who  was  brave,  vigilant,  and  indefatigable, 
fent  his  fon  againft  fome  of  thefe,  who  met  with 
fuccefs  in  his  expedition : — againft  others,  he  went 
in  perfon  i  but  whilft  he  was  thus  bulled,  a  party 
of  the  Danes  be^  to  plunder  the  lands  of 
Ulfter,  whilft  another  party  landing  on  the  coafts 
of  Munfter,  burned  Cork,  and  bemg  jomed  by 
fome  of  the  people  of  Leinfter,  entered  Meath, 
in  which  kingdom  they  made  terrible  havock  and 
devaftation,  but  Mortogh  the  fbn  of  Brian, 
meeting  thefe  laft,  while  they  were  thus  employed, 
fell  upon  them  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, took  the  Daniih  king  and  his  fon  by  ftra- 
tagem,  and  caufed  them  to  be  put  to  death  i  har- 
rafling  and  diftreflihg  the  Danes  and  the  men  of 
Leinfter,  even  to  the  very  gates  of  Dublin. 

When  the  monarch  had  chaftifcd  the  Danes, 
and  fixed  himfclf  in  the  poiTeflion  of  his  king- 
dom, he  next  began,  as  the  Irifh  writers  fay,  to 
dired  his  attention  towards  the  eftablifhment  of 
religion,  and  the  arts  of  peace  amongft  his  fub- 
jefts. — He  firft  confirmed  his  nobles  and  chief  men 
in  their  rights,  and  beftowed  fuch  favours  upon 
them  as  he  rightly  judged  would  fecure  him 
their  affections,  and  be  the  means  of  rendering  his 
fovereignty  permament.  He  next  rebuilt  and 
repaired  thofe  churches  and  public  edifices  which 
the  fury  of  the  Danes  had  either  over- 
thrown or  disfigured  and  difmantled,  and,  fum- 
moning  all  the  clergy  ^together,  collefted  every 
where  thofe  revenues  of  the  church  which  had 
"*  been  facrilegioufly  feized,  and  delivered  them  in- 
to, the  hands  of  the  minifters,  reftoring  them  to 
their  feveral  claims  and  offices,  putting  them  upon 
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the  iamc  footing  as  they  were  before  the  doitiefllc 
troubles  had  difturbed  and  altered  them. 

Befides  repairing  the  fchools  mined  by  the 
Danes,  and  every  where  giving  orders  for  ftudents 
to  be  fought  out  to  fill  them  with,  he  likewife 
ere&ed  many  new  fcminaries  of  education  for  the 
increaie  of  fcience  and  ufeful  knowledge  in  his 
country. 

He  beftowed  upon  the  native  Irifli  whatever 
he  recovered  from  the  Danes,  by  which  means 
the  commons  were  enriched  and  obliged.— -He 
caufed  new  roads  and  caufeways  to  be  made,  in 
order  to  conneft  the  different  parts  of  the  king-* 
dom  ;  and  erefted  bridges  over  rivers,  before  only 
paflable  by  fords  5  and  what  was  ftill  of  more 
confequence,  taking  example  by  the  policy  of  the 
Danes,  he  erefted  many  caftlcs  and  fortified  places, 
in  which  he  kept  garrifons  that  might  be  a  fe- 
curity  againft  a  foreign  enemy*  This  prince  is 
faid  by  his  laws  and  ordinances  to  have  kept  fuch 
good  order  in  his  kingdom,  that  a  beautiful  lady 
mi^ht  travel  through  the  kingdom,  in  the  richeft 
attire,  and  with  a  quantity  of  gold  and  jewels 
about  her,  without  daitiage  either  to  her  honour 
or  her  property  *• 

King  Brian  kept  his  coUrt  at  Ceanh  Coradh,  in 

Munfter,  where  he  had  thirteen  fortified  palaces, 

and  lived  in  a  dignity  and  fplendour  becoming  fo' 

great  a  prince,  whofe  revenues  and  tributes  could 

M  a  well 


•  Rddhg  tdjs,  ihU  ef  (lerifrieilt  quotes  t^  autbority  of  an  ancient 

was  abfohttdy  tried  in  the  perfon  Irifli  poet.     But  hwn  the  nature  of 

«f  a  jronng  Udy,  who  trarelled  in  the  aftair,  this  (lory  feems  rather  an 

this  manner,  from  the  noithem  to  embelUlhment,   intended  to  do  ho- 

the  (buthem  end  of  the  kingdom  |  nour  to  the  wifdom  and  jui^ce  of 

hao%  richlf  apparelled^  and  bearing  Brian,  than  an  hiftorical  account  of  • 

m  wand,  at  the  end  c^  which  wu  any  thing  that  a^ually  happened  ia 

a   tahiable   fiflf  }   for  which  h$  the  leign  of  (hat  prince. 
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w.cll  fiipport  his  grandeur  *,  and  whofc  noble  fpiri^ 
loaded  his  faithful  miniftcrs  and  officers  with  wealth 
and  honour,  though  he  feemed  particularly  fond  of 
diftinguifhing  the  brave  tribe  of  the  Dalgais,  who 
•  alone  ,werc  permitted,  to  wear  arms  in  his  pre* 
fence. 

.  Having  every  where  eftablilhed  good  order  ia 
his  dominions,  the  Iri(h  began  to  tafte  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace  and  plenty,  when  the  tranquility  of 
the  ifland  was  interrupted  by  a  breach  as  extn- 
ordinary  as  it  was  unexpeded,  if  we  may  believe 
the  writers  of  Irifh  hiftory,  who  tell  the  ftory  in 
the  following  manner. 
Keating,  Brian  Boiromhe,  fay  they,  being  eftabli(hed  in 
wanier,&irjjj^  kingdom,  and  having  fettled  the  affairs  of  his 

iubje&9 


•  "  The  place  of  hii  reTidenccy 
lavi  'Keating,  was  Ccuin  Coradh, 
Where  hit  retinue  was  becoming  the 
majefty  of  aa  Iriih  monarcb,  and 
whither  the  three  provinces  of  the 
iflaoii  brought  their  fubfidies  and 
cootributionsy  which  were  verylargc^ 
to  defray  the  expences  of  hit  royal 
court,  befidet  the  conftant  rerenve 
which  arol'e  from  the  two  provinces 
of  Munf^cr,  and  was  paid  yearly  in-^ 
to  his  exchequer.  An  account  of 
thefe  particulars  is  tranfmitted  to 
lis  by  a  celebrated  pcet  and  anti- 
quary in  a  poem,  the  writer  of 
which  exprefsiy  relates  the  conftant 
tribute  both  of  provifion  and  other 
Jieceflaiiesy  that  waa  paid  not  only 
Ky  the  two  provfncss  of  Munfter, 
but  by  the  other  three  provinces 
of  the  ifl4nd.  The  particulars  are 
fpeciiied  in  the  following  order  :—• - 
'rwo  thoufand,  fix  hundned,  and 
/cventy  beeves,  one  thoufand,  three 
hundred  and  fevcnty  hogs^  one 
hundred  ttnd  eighty  loads  or  tons  of 
ixon,  three  hundred  and  twenty • 
live  hogiheads  or  pipes  of  red  winc^ 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  pipes  of 
other  wines  of  various  torts,  and 
fiice  hundred  mantles.  And  thefe 
annual' tribute^  appointed  for  the 
ufe  and  fervice  of  the  crown,  were 
laid  by  public  laws  upon  the  feverai 


countries  of  the  iflan^  aad  ib  tk» 
following  proportion, — Eight  bun- 
dred  cows,  and  eight  hundred  hogs, 
were  fixol  upon  the  proviaos  of 
Connaught,  and  appointed  to  be 
fpent  annually  upon  the  the  4irft 
day  of  November;  five  hundred  cloaks 
or  mantles,  and  five  hundred  cowl 
were  to  be  fiippUed  from  the  cottoty 
of  Tyrconnel ;  fixty  hogs,  and 
fixty  loads  or  tons  of  iron  was  the 
yearly  tribute  of  the  inhabttantt  e£ 
Tir  Eugoan  j  one  hundred  and  fifty 
cows,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
hogs  were  to  be  paid  by  the  clan 
Rughruidhe,  in  the  provinca  of 
Ulfter  I  one  hundred  and  fixty  cowt 
was  the  contribution  of  the  Oitfi* 
allachs ;  three  liundred  beeves,  three 
hundred  hogs,  and  three  hundred 
loads  or  tons  of  iron,  were  to  be 
paid  by  the  province  of  Ldnftcr; 
fixty  beeves,  ^fixty  hogs,  and  fixty 
loads  or  tons  of.  iron,  were  pro- 
vided by  the  people  of  Oilbry  $  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pipes  or  bog&cnde 
of  wine  was  the  proportion  of  the 
Danes,  who  inhabited  the  city  of 
Dublin  $  and  three  hundred  and 
fixty-Ave  pipes  or  hogiheads  of  red 
wine  was  the  yearly  tribute  de- 
manded fsom  the  (hmes  of  Lisic? 
rick. 
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ibbjefts,  as  well  as  his  own  revenues  to  his  mind^ 
relblved  to  build  fome  ftout  veflels,  whereby  he 
might  put  the  navy  of  Ireland  upon  a  refpefta* 
blc  footing,  a  refolutiqn  from  which  none  could 
have  prefaged  without  being  endued  with  the  ab-r 
folute  fpirit  of  prophecy;  that  any  evil  confe* 
quences  could  poITibly  have  arifen.  But  it  hap^ 
paied  that  the  monarch  on  this  occafion  fcnt  xq 
the  king  of  Leinfter,  to  ^efire  he  woqyi  let  him 
have  three  of  the  largeft  n^afts  that  could  be 
found  in  his  territories.  The  provinci^;  prince 
in  order  to  oblige  him,  ordiered  three  of  the  tat 
left  and  -ftatelieft  trees  in  his  forefts,  that  were 
fit  for  the  purpofe,  to  be  cut  ^own,  in  order  to 
fend  them  to  the  court  of  Brian, — ^Three  different 
mbes  being  cliofen  to  take  charge  of  thefe  mai^s^ 
a  difpute  arofe  between  them  in  a  narrow  way^ 
which  of  the  three  fhould  have  precedency.— 
I'heking,  who  was  prefent,  hearing  the  occafion  of 
this  difpute,  very  unwifely,  iuddenly  dilmouj^ted^ 
and  declaring  in  favour  of  one  of  the  tribes,  ibr- 
getting .  his  kingly  dimity,  rufhed  into  the  midft 
of  the  crowd,  and  by  force  laying  hold  of  the 
maft  that  was  borne  by  his  favourite  tribe,  help^ 
cd  to  carry  it  on  his  fhouldcrs  with  them,  jike  a 
common  labourer,  in  order  to  do  them  honour^ 
Bat  in  the  ftruggle,  the.  filver  button  whkh  fat- 
tened his  mantle  flew  off,  a  circumftance  which^ 
as  trifling  as  it  might  feem  in  itfelf,  we  are  af- 
fured  by  hiftorians  was  attended  with  the  n>oA:  fa* 
tal  confequcnces  to  a  whole  people. 

When  the  king  of  Leinfter  had  fettled  this  dtf. 
pute,  he  and  his  retinue  proceeded  with  all  con- 
venient expedition  on  their  journey.  Being  ar- 
rived at  the  court  of  the  monarch,  this  prince 
was  received  by  Brian  with  great  courtjefy,  iMKi 
afterwards  was  admitted  to  fee  the  queen,  who 
was  his  lifter.  According  €o  the  lirhplicitjr  c^ 
M  3  thofe 
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thofe  days,  the  king  of  Lcinfter  befought  her  to 
fix  a  new  button  on  his  mantle,  at  the  fame  time 
relating  how  he  had  loft  that  which  faftened  it 
before,   in  bearing  upon  his  fhoulder  one  of  the 
mads  deftined  for  her  hufband,  the  king  of  Ire- 
land, as  a  teftimony  of  the  refped  and  obedience 
chat  he  owed  him. — The  queen,  who  was  a  wo^ 
man  of  a  high  fpirit,   could  not  bear  this  fub^^ 
miflive   behaviour    in  one  of    her  own    family, 
though  it  was  fhewn  to  her  hulband,  whofe   ho- 
nour,  if  fhe  had  confidered  rightly,    Ihe  fhouI4 
have  deemed  her  own:     but  giving  way  to  female 
rcfcntmcnt,  flie  reproached  the  king  of  Leinfter 
with  his  abjeft  meannefs  of  fpirit,  and  like  a  true 
virago,  threw  his  mantle  into  the  fire,  which  aftion 
cnkmdled   a    flame  in    his    bread    that  nothing 
but  the  beft  blood  in  Ireland  proved  afterwards 
fufficient  to  extinguilh.     Maolmorda  was   a  very 
weak  man,    aqd  weak  men  are  generally  hurried 
from  one  extreme  to  another.     If  he  had  before  de- 
meaned himfclf  too  fervilely  in  the  affair  of  the 
maft,  he  was  now  meditating  how  to  wipe  off  the 
ftain  his  fiftcr  perfuaded  him  he  had  caft  on  his 
honour  by  that  aftion,  aiid  with  a  heart  fwelling 
with  atrogance,  refolved  to  feck  fome  occafion  <? 
affronting  the  monarch  or  his  family,  as  the  means 
of  (hewing  that  fpirit  and  courage  which  his  Af- 
ter had  upbraided  him  with  degenerating  from. 

The  next  day,  entering  an  apartment  in  the  pa- 
lace, where  Mortough  the  fon  of  Brian,  and  Dun- 
can the  fon  of  Conuing,  were  engaged  in  a  game 
at  chefs,  he  advifed  Duncan  to  make  a  move 
which  occafioned  him  to  win  the  game.  This 
being  vecy  unfair  in  a  looker  on,  raifed  the  re- 
fcntmcnt  of  the  prince  of  Ireland,  who,  in  his  an- 
ger,  told  Maolmorda, — That  as  it  was  owing  to 
his  advice  that  Duncan  now  won  the  game  of 
^hrf$,   fq   he  ought  to  remember,  it  was  owing 
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alfo  to  the  fame  advice  that  his  friends  the  Danes 
loft  the  battle  of  Glean  Madhma.  On  this  th< 
king  of  Leinfter,  who  only  waited  for  fome 
occafion  of  offence,  replied  with  as  much  acri^ 
mony  as  .malice.  That  if  by  his  advice  the 
Danes  had  fuffercd  a  defeat,  he  knew  alfo  bow 
to  put  them  in  a  way  of  fully  repairing  that  lofs^ 
and  taking  vengeance  on  him  and  his  father  tho 
king  of  Ireland ;  to  which  the  pince  replied,  Thofq 
invaders  had  been  fo  often  chaftifed  by  his  fa- 
ther that  therjs  was  little  occafion  to  fear  any  at* 
;empt-  they  could  make  in  future,  even .  though 
the  Icing  of ,  Leinfter  himfclf  Aiould  undertake 
to  command  them,  This  contemptuous  aijfwer^ 
which  Maplmorda  had  fo  rafhly  drawn  from  the 
prii)ce,  fo  nauch  inflamed  his  anger,  that  he  im- 
mediately quitted  the  apartment  and  fliut  himfelf 
Vp  in  his  chamber,  where  he  remained  fecluded 
from  the  court,  till  the  next  morning,  and  then 
haftened  away,  without  taking  any  leave,  left^ 
having  laid  his  fcheme  of  revenge,  he  fhoiild 
chance  by  any  means  to  be  prevented  frohi  put- 


ting It  in  execution 


In  the  mean  time,  Brian,  who  was  entirely  ig- 
norant of  what  had  pafled,  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prifed  at  the  abrupt  departure  of  his  gueft ;  but 
when  he  received  an  intimation  of  the  caufe  of 
it,  he  refolved  to  try  if  poffible  to  induge  him 
to  return,  and  make  up  the  iKeach  befwecni 
them  before  it  grew  any  wider.  For  this  pur^ 
pofe,  therefore,  he  difpatched  a  herald  after  him, 
to  requeft  his  prefence  at  court,  and  to  fhew  hia 
willingnefs  to  renew  their  amity,  by  the  fame  he- 
rald he  fent  a  rich  prefent  which  he  had  pro- 
vided on  purpofe  for  him,  previoufly  to  his  ar** 
rival  in  Munfter.  But  Maolmorda,  either  from 
a  fulpicion  common  to  the  guilty,  or  conftruing 
this  geperofity  as  the  mean  effeft  of  fear  in  the 
M  4  monarchy 
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monarch,  returned  this  civility  by  cruelly  ftrikiiig 
over  the  head  with  a  ftick  the  innocent  perfon 
who  delivered  the  meflage  and  prefent  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  he  made  a  frafture  on  his  flcuU. — 
This  unhappy  man  was  conveyed  back  tb  court 
on  a  litter,  where  the  treatment  .  he  had  re- 
ceived being  made  public,  the  monarch  was 
On  'ail  fides  folicited  to  refent  it,  and  to  fend  a 
fcpdy  of  troops  in  purfuit  of  the  provincial  king, 
who  might  bring  him  back  by  force,  and  make 
h]m  irt  perfon  anfwer  for  this  His  fcandalous  be^ 
hkviour. 

If  Brian  Had  taken  their  advice  he  would  not 
only  thereby'  have  fupported  his  own  regal  dig,: 
fiity  properly,  but  he  would  alfo  have  prevented 
thofe  evils  which  the  wicked  Maolmorda  after-r 
wafds  ^brought  upon  the  country^  j '  and  all  thia 
plight  have  been  done  without  proceeding  to  ex- 
tremities,  fince  the  king  of  Leinfter /being  once 
in  his  power,  and  his.paflion  haying  time  to  cool 
might  have  been  brought  to  relirtquifli  his  evil 
defigns,  or  more  e^fily  prevented  from  cpmpleat- 
Jng  them.*  But  the  monarch  in  this  cafe  a^ed 
more  .  like  a  hero  than  a  prince ;  he  was  impru- 
denjt  enough  to  rejedt  this  falutary  advice  of  his 
officers,  and  tojd  them  with  an  air  of  fuperiority, 
That 'he  needed  not' to  take  fuch  meafvires  to  re- 
venge the  affront  received  from  the  king  of  Lein- 
fter,  fince  he  wqs  able  to  chaftife  him  even  at  his 
ciwn  doors.  This  anfwer  being  fuitable  enough 
to  flatter  a  warlike  people,  for  the  prefent  quieted 
their  fury  ;  and  by  this  falfe  ftep  in  politics  Maol- 
morda  efcaped  fafe  to  Leinfter,  where  he  imme- 
diately fet  himfelf  about  realizing  thofe  mifchie^s 
which  he  already  enjoyed  in  idea. 

As  the  Danes,  though  vanquilhed  every  where 
by  the  vidtoriovs  arms  of  Brian,  were  jJefmitted 
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to  inbabk  fevcral  fea-port  towns,  in  confequcnce  of 
that  erroneous  policy  which  I  have  before  takea 
nonce  of,  namely,  that  Ireland  might  be  bene^- 
fitcd  by  their  trade  and  commerce,  fo  thefe  were 
ftill  as  ready  as  ever  'to  take  up  the  old  caufe  of 
i;hcir  comjtrymen,  and  the  king  of  Leinfter  took 
occafion^  as  if  on  their  account,  to  fend  for  aid  to 
the  kmg  of  Denmark,  in  behalf,  as  he  faid,  of 
the  opprefled  Panes  in  Ireland,  who  groaned  luw 
der  the  tyranny  of  the  monarch. — ^The  Danilh 
king  was  .ready  enough  to  comply  with  this  fo- 
licitation,  in  cpnfequence  of  which  he  fent  two 
bf  his  fon3  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand  chofen 
(nqn,  to.  the  afliftance  of  the  provincial  prince, 
who  had  no  fooner  received  this  aid,  than  he  fent 
a  challenjge  tp  king  Brian,  to  xneet  him  at  the 
head  of  his  troops,  and  give  llim  battle  at  a 
place  called  Clontarf.  *. 

If  the  naoiiapch  was  apprifed  of  the  mmac^^ 
of  Maoln?orda,  we  do  not  find  that  heever  expcded 
him  to  be  bafe  eaough  tp  put  them  into  ,a£i:ua} 
execution. — therefore  he  and  his  whole  courf 
were  amazed  at.  this  challenge,  and  all  Ireland  wa^ 
alarmed  at  the  denunciation  of  a  war,  which  mufi: 
once  more  put  their  lives  and  liberties  upon  a 
hazard.  3vic  as  Brian  was  not  a  man  to  be 
frightened,  he  accepted  the  challenge  without  hc-r 
litation,  and  immediately  began  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  encountering  the  haughty  enemy. 

The  monarch  was  now  arrived  at  an  advance4 
age,  but  he  had  three  fons  that  were  young  and  ac- 
tive, and  thefe  were  refolved  to  diftinguifh  them* 
felves;  in  particular  Mortough,  who  had  a  great  ihare 
in  the  caufe  to.  which  the  Icing  of  Leinfter  attri- 
buted the  rife  of  this  war ;  and  he  was  pitched 
upon  to  command  the  army,  which  was  princi- 
pally ftrengthened  by  the  provincial    troops  qf 
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Munfter,  and  of  Connaught,  and  incrcaied  by  the 
aflfiflance  of  feveral  warlike  clans,  whofe  chiefs 
Voluntarily  led  forth  their  men,  and  offered  their 
fervice  at  this  intricate  time  to  their  aged  monarch 
and  their  country. 

Among  the  reft  came  the  old  depofed  fovc- 
reign,  Malachy,  ftill  king  of  Meath.  Making  a 
fliew  as  if  he  would  aflift  Brian,  he  muftered  all 
the  forces  of  his  kingdom,  and  with  them  joined 
the  Irifli  army,  which  was  become  by  this  time 
a  *very  rcfpedtable  body,  and  marched  with  the 
greattA  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  meet  their  foes, 
who  waited  for  them  at  the  place  appointed. 

But  the  great  age  of  the  monarch,  who  was 
now  above  fourfcore,  rendering  it  improper  for 
him  to  appear  in  the  aftion,  he  was  perfuaded  by 
his^  fons  to  retire  to  his  tent,  while  they  com- 
manded thjc  .troops,  which  were  drawn  up  un- 
der  his  direftion,  and  fupplied  his  place  in  the 
field  of  battle  who  had  fo  often  led  them 
on  to  viftory..  Briart  now  quitting  the  army, 
commended  them  to  their  fortune,  and  taking  leave 
of  thofe  with  reluftance  whom  l^e  was  fitted  nc* 
ver  more  to  behold; 

At*his  departure  the  flgnal  was  given  for  the 
battle ;  but  no  fboner  did  the  trumpets  found 
than  the  deceitful  Malachy  inftantly  feparated  his 
forces  from  the  rpain  body  of  the  army,  and,  re- 
tiring to  a  convenient  diftance,  ftood  a  calm  fpec- 
tator  of  the  engagement.  This  prince,  though 
he  had  peaceably  fuffcred  a  fubjedion  to  the 
dominion  of  Brian,  had  yet  never  forgiven  him, 
nor  any  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  depo- 
fing  him ;  and  this  was  the  time  when  he  chofc 
to  IheW  his  r^fentment,  by  an  aftion  doubtlefs  the 
moft  blameable  of  any  for  which  he  was  ccn- 
fured,  and  which  was  certainly  meant  to  produce 
the  overthrow  of  the  whole  Iriih  army. 
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But  happiiy  this  did  not  anfwer  his  expcfta- 
tions,   for  the  troops  led  oh  by  the  monarch's 
fon,  were  animated   with  fuch  an  heroic  ardour, 
as  his  bafc  defcrtion  could  not  damp.     They  re- 
membered whom'  they  were  to  encounter ;  they 
remembered  aJfo  that  they  were  fighting  for  their 
liberties. — They  charged  the  Danes  with  their  old 
martial  fury.    Thefe  ftood  the  firft   Ihock  with 
jfteadinefs,  and  returned  the  charge  with  vigour; 
but  the   Irifh  were  immoveable;    none   quitted 
their  pofts^  and  when  one  man  fell,  his  place  was 
inftahtly  fuppUed  by   another.     Thus    after  the 
charge  given  and  received  with  amazing  impetu- 
pfity,    both  armies  ftood  firm  and  ynbroken.— ^ 
Then  yfzs  the  fight  renewed  on  both  fides  with 
the  greateft  (kill  and  courage,  viftory  for  a  long 
time  being  doubtful,  till,  after  a  moft  bloody  con- 
teft,  the  warlike  fpirit  of  the  Irifh  prevailed  in 
the  caufe  of  their  good  old  monarch,  and  of  li- 
berty.—The  Danes  gave  way,  they  were  bi-oken, 
and   being  puffied   with  vigour,    at  length  the)/- 
were  turned  to  flight  •,  the  army  of  Leinfter  fick- 
ened  at  the  fight ;— whtn  thofe  on  whom  they  had 
placed    their   chief  dependance  gave    way,    they 
ftood  no  longer  ; — a  general    rout  enfued, '  and 
clear  viftory,  though  moft  dearly  purchafed,  re- 
mained  with  the  Irifli  army. 
.  Among  the  flain,  on  the  Danilh  part,  were  the 
Tons  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  chief  in- 
habitants of  their  fettlement  in  Dublin,  with  abov6 
four  thoufand  common  foldiers. — On  the  part  of 
Lcinlfcr  were  flain    Maolmorda,    author  of  the 
war,  with  the  principal  of  his  nobility,  and  three 
thoufand,   feven  hundred  of  his  forces,  who  fell 
the  viftims  of  his  pride  and  implacable  refent* 
ment. 

"   But  if  the  lofs  of  the  vanquiftied  was  great;' 
the  vigors  had  likewife  caufe  to  ipournt— *Befides 
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fbar  thouiand  of  theic  beft  troops  flai^htered, 
^y  loft  their  general  Mortough,  who  was  treach- 
croqfly  flain  by  one  of  the  Danilh  princes,  that 
lying  wounded  on  the  field. of  battle,  intreated 
his  afliftance,  which  when  the  generous  warrior 
diimounted  to  grant  him,  the  inndious  Dane  fud* 
denly  ftabbed  him  to  the  hearL — ^But  what  was 
ftill  more  afln^ding  to  the  Irifh,  was  the  lofs  of 
their  monarch,  who  had  fo  often  taught  diem  how 
jto  conquer,  and  who  now  fell,  not  on  the  field  of 
battle,  where  he  had  often  met  death  in  its  moft 
terrible  forms,  but.  pcrifhed  becaufc  he  was  not 
able  to  prefide  over  the  buiinefs  of  th;^  dreadful 
day. 

The  good  old  king  having,  as  before- mentioned 
retreated  at  the  inftance  of  his  ions  to  his  tent, 
there  waited  with  anxiety  the  fortune  of  the  bau 
tk.  When  .victory  had  declared  itfelf  againft 
tHe  panes,  and  the.  perfidious  monarch  of  Ldn- 
fter^ — when  every,  thing  feemed  to  favour  the  caufe 
hi  liberty  and  juftice,.  it  ,wa?  then  that  this  great 
and  heroic  prince',  met  his  fate,  and  expired  on  the 
very  eve  of  his  triumph :  —for  a  party  of  the  fly- 
ing Danes,  comnianded  by  one  Bruadar^  paKTing 
\n  the  monarch's  pavilion  in  tiieir  flight,  wjiea 
tnpy  underftood  to  whom  it  belonged,  entered  it, 
and  finding  Brian  unguarded,  inftantly  fell  upon 
Jhim.  and  flew  .hini :  but,  expeditious  as  they  were 
in  this  their  devilifh  revenge,  they  were  not  quick 
enough  to  fave  themfelves  from  the  punifliment 
^hich,fuch  a  murder  deferved;  for  the  Irilh 
guards,  who  were  ru)t  far  diftant  from  them  when 
they  entered,  came  up,  and  finding  their  monarch 
killed,  immediately  cut  the  aflaflTms  to  pieces,  fa- 
jcrificing  them  to  the  manes  of  their  beloved  kii^ 
and  general. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  dreadful  wm",  com- 
menced by  a  weak  prince,  merely  to  gratify  hb  own 
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implacable  temper,  at  the  expence  of  the  Hves  of 
thoufandd,  and'the  maniftft  kazacd  of  the  freedom 
of  'his  country,  in  which  he  defervedly  fell  him* 
ielfj,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  tkofe  foreign  and 
domeftic  enemies  to  the  peace  of  Ireland,  who 
had  the  leading  of  thefe  adverfe  powers. — Hap* 
py  had  his  own  or  theirs  been  the  beft  blood  fheed 
upon  this  occafion  !— But  here  fell  the  hopes  of  a 
whole  country,  two  of  the  bravefl:  of  princes,  little 
deferving  of  the  fate  they  fuffered,  and  whofe  fall 
muft  be  confidcred  as  the  worft  of  evils  to  their 
iuffering  country.  Neverthelefs  they  fell  covered 
with  laurels,  whilft  the  Danes  and  the  troops  of 
Leinder^  retired,  covered  with  fhaine  and  fruitlefs 
wounds,  to  deplore  at  once  their  crimes  and  their 
misfortunes,  and  without  the  leait  gleam  either  of 
hope  or  virtue  to  comfort  them  from  a  c<Mifciou& 
nefs  that  their  caufe  was  juft,  or  that  they  had 
fought  to  free  their  country  from  oppreffion,  ot 
to  anfwer  any  good  or  virtuous  end  whatibevo*. 

Brian  Boiroimhe,  who  was  thus  murdered  by 
the  Daiies,  was  then  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of 
his  age,  being  feventy-fix  when  lie  became  mo- 
narch of  Ireland  ;^^<-ele&ed,  as  we  have  ieen, 
by  the^ftates  ;  nor  is  there  any  proof  in  hiftory 
that  the  plan  for  railing  him  to  that  dignity  was 
confequent  to  any  predial  firft  made  on  his  part^ 
and  there  are  few  who  would  not  have  adb^  as 
he  did,  if  they  had  the  fame  invitation;  not* 
withftanding,  as  has  been  obferved  before,  Mak- 
chy  was  deprived  of  his  right  by  this  proceedings 
and  that  feemingly  without  any  adequate  reafon  for 
fuch  a  depriviation. 

Whatever  judgement  men  might  form  in  regard 
to  Brian's  manner  of  obtaining  the  monarchy,  ic 
is  certain  no  man  knew  better  how  to  fupport  its^ 
dignity,  and  to  defend  the  crown  he  wore.    In  war 
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he  was  an  acknowledged  hero,  and  beHdes  pa** 
tronifed  religion,  learning,  and  the  arcs  of  peace; 
—He  encouraged  the  biihops  and  clergy,  was 
cafy  of  acceis  to  all  thofe  who  could  propofe  any 
thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and  was 
as  mild  and  fweet  in  his  private  conver&tion  as  he 
was  fierce  and  terrible  in  war.  He  had  command- 
ed in  above  twenty  engagements  with  the  Danes,  in 
all  which  he  was  fucce^ful,  before  this  fatal  bat* 
tie  of  Clontarf,  where  his  fons  gained  the  vi&ory^ 
and  where  he  loft  his  life^ 

After  the  fight  was  ended,  the  Irifh  army  iepa- 
rated ;  the  forces  of  Connaught  departing  by  the 
neareft  road  to  their  own  country,  whilft  the  Mo^ 
monians  returned,  under  the  command  of  Donogh^ 
one  of  the  furviving  ions  of  Brian  ;  but  as  they 
were  proceeding  on  their  march^  the  difputecon-* 
ceming  the  alternate  fucceffion  ordained  by  Olliol 
Olum,  was  again  revived  between  the  tribe  of 
Dalgais  and  the  Eugenians.— -The  princes  of  the 
latter  race  now  feparated  their  forces  from  thofe 
of  the  former,  and  fent  a  mefls^  to  Do^ 
nogh  (who  till  then  had  led  all  the  troops  of 
Munfter)  laymg  claim  to  the  crown  of  that  pro-^ 
vince  on  the  principle  above-mentioned,  which 
they  thought  reaibn  lufficient  for  them  to  demand 
of  the  fon  of  Brian  at  this  critical  time,  a  formal 
renunciation  of  his  right  of  fucceffion  in  that  pro^ 
vince,  for  which  they  expefted  hoftages  to  be  given^ 
alledging  that  his  father  and  uncle  had  violated 
the  ordinance  of  their  great  anceftor,  by  fucceed^ 
ing  each  other,  inftead  of  obferving  the  alternate 
claim  of  the  Eugenian  family. 

To  this  melTage  Donogh  replied  with  great  firm- 
nefs.  That  the  fubmiffion  paid  to  his  uncle  and 
father  was  only  extorted  by  force,  and  that  they 
had  attained  the  fovereignty  of  their  province 
rather  by  their  valour  in  taking  it  out  of  the 
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hands  of  the  Danes,  than  by  any  eilablifhed  pre- 
fcriptive  law  whatfoever. — ^And  he  farther  added 
with  great  contempt.    That  they  might  be  fure 
he  would    keep  what  came  to  him  by  defcent, 
and    what    they  never  durft  have  disputed  his 
claim  to,  if  they  had  not  taken  a  mean  advan- 
tage of  the  fituation  of  his  affairs;    for  that  if 
the  brave  tribe  he  commanded  had  not  fuffered 
fo  much  at  Clontarf,   inilead  pf  giving  hoftages 
for  his  renunciation  of  the  crown  of   Munfter, 
he  would  have  chaflifed   them  for  their  difobe- 
dience  in   making  fo  bold  a  demand,  and  would 
have  obliged  them  to  give  hoftages  for  their  loy- 
alty, and  better  behaviour  for  the  future.    After 
he   had  difpatched  the  mefleoger  with  this   an- 
fwer,    he   made  his  troops  acquainted   with  the 
whole  proceeding,  who  highly  approved  his  con- 
duct, and  immediately  ran  to  arms.    But  as  there 
were  numbers  of  fick  and  wounded  among  them, 
it  was  firft  refolved  that  thefe  (hould  be  lodged  for 
fecurity  in  a  fort  at  a  little  diftance,  with  a  fuf- 
ficient    guard,   while  the  reft   might  engage  the 
Eugenians,  who  were  full  three  times  their  num- 
ber.— But  this  the  (ick  and  wounded  could  by  no 
means  be  prevailed  upon  to  agree  to :  they  were 
all  determined  not  to  be  feparated  from  their  be- 
loved general  and  their  brave  companions  of  the 
war,   therefore  tenting,  their  wounds  with  mofs, 
they  began  to  brandUh  their  weapons,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  fight  J    a  circumftance  which  ftruck 
the  enemy  with  fo  much  terror  and  aftonifhment, 
that  they  inftantly  withdrew  their  forces,  and  fuf- 
fered Donogh  with  his  tribe  of  the  Dalgais  to 
purfue  their  way  home  unmolefted. 

But  in  their  route  this  valiant  tribe  met  ano- 
ther obftacle  of  the  fame  nature,  from  the  oppo- 
fition  that  they  were  threatened  with  by  Mac  Gilly- 
Patrick^   king  of  Offory,  who  prcfumcd  to  in- 
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ftilt  them  in  their  diftrefs,  under  the  pretence  of 
demanding  hoftages  that  they  would  commit  no 
outrages,  before  he  let  themj  march  through  his 
territories,  which  if  they  refufed,  he  declared  he 
would  meet  them  in  the  field. — It  feems  the  whole 
intent  of  this  proceeding  was  not  really  to  fccurc 
the  fafety  or  property  of  his  fubjcfts,  but  rather 
to  provoke  Donogh    to  engage   in  an  unequal 
fight,  as  this  mean  prince  kept  in  remembrance 
fome  inconveniencies  his  family  had  fuftained  from 
Brian,    who   had  made  his  father  priToher,  and 
flain  many  of  his  fubjeds.     Seeing  therefore  how 
much  Donogh's  force  was  reduced  fince  the  bat- 
tle of  Clontarf,  he  refolved  to  take  advantage  of 
the  fituation  of  the  Dalgais,  whom  he  now  con- 
fidered  as  unable  to  refift  his  arms.— But  Donogh 
knowing  the  bravery  of   the  hardy  veterans  he 
commanded,  anfwered  the  mcflenger,  That  he  was 
furprized  at  his  bafenefs  in  thus  uking  advantage 
of  his  diftrefs  ;   and  that  he  looked  upon  it  as 
'  the  greateft  misfortune  that  ever  happened  to  him 
to  l^  thus  fubjed  to  the  infults  of  a  man  whom 
he  had  ever  defpifcd  •,   but  that,  notwithftanding 
the  king  of  Oflbry  had  been  cowardly  enough  to  bid 
him  defiance,  at  a  time  when  his  troops  were  wearied 
by  a   long  journey,   yet  he  would    accept  the 
challenge,  and  made  no  doubt  but  that  he  (hould 
be  able  by  the  aftlftance  of  his  brave  followers, 
to  make  the  fender  repent  of  his  malicious  mten- 
tions. — ^The  herald  hearing  Donogh  talk  in  fuch 
terms,  took  upon  him  to  reprtfent  to  the  prince 
the  imprudence  of  his  refolution,  confidcring  the 
ihequality  between  the  two  armies  j   but  he  Was 
told,  that  he  ought  not  to  interfere,  and  moreover 
given  to  underftand,   that  if  the  law  of  nations 
had  not  preferved  his  pcrfon  inviolate,  he  fhould 
have  had  his  tongue  cut  out  for  his,infolence,   Do- 
nogh then  difmiffcd  him  from  his  prefcnce  with  z 
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ftri£t  (Command  to  tell  his  mafter,  that  he  would 
fight  hiih  as  long  as  he  had  a  iingle  man  left  to 
fiippoh:  his  caiife. 

Haiving  returned  this  fpirited  anfwer  to  the  king 
of  Oflbry,  Donogh  again  pfopofed  to  his  meri 
the  fef^arating  the  fick  and  wounded  from  the  ar- 
my, but  thcfc  again  refufed  ir>  holding  a  friendly 
tad  afledting  conteft  with  their  general^  and  beg-^ 
ged  moft  eagerly  that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
fcaire  the  honour  or  the  ruin  of  the  day,  and  to 
triumph  or  die  with  their  companions.  It  was  in 
rain  that  the  prince  reprefented  to  them  their  ina- 
bility to  fuftain  the  charge^  and  even  the  incum-»  - 
brancie  they  \Vould  be  to  the  found  and  healthy 
troops.  As  to  the  firft  argument,  they  declared 
fherftlclves  relblved  on  viftory  or  death )  and  td 
6bviate  the  fecond,  they  pitopdcd  a  method  fcarcely 
to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory,  which  was  that  eff  driving 
a  fufficient  number  of  ftakes  into  the  earthy  to 
which  the  wounded  who  were  fcarcely  able  to 
ftartd  Ihould  be  tied,  with  art  effeftive  man  oil 
i^ither  hand  : — ^By  this  fcheme  thefe  fatigued  and 
fedriglcd  fokliers  having  their  arms  at  liberty 
flight  form  a  kind  of  rampart  againfk  the  enemy, 
en  one  hand,  whilft,  on  the  other,  they  would 
mark  the  gfound,  from  which  the  reft  of  the  ar- 
my would  be  alhamed  to  recede,  as  their  retreat 
from  thence  muft  prove  certain  deftruftion  to  theif 
brave  difabled  companions. 

Having  overcome  their  general  in  this  tertdef 
ftruggic,  he  caufed  the  troops  to  be  put  in  bat-* 
tie  array;  and  thefe  more  than  heroes  were  juft 
going  to  be  placed  according  to  their  defire^  when 
the  king  of  Oflbry's  troops  came  in  fight,  who 
with  aftonifhment  beheld  the  ftrong  preparation 
tor  the  engagement.  But  no  foofier  did  they  per- 
^ehre  what  end  it  was  intended  to  anfwer,  than 
one  and  all  laid  down  their  weapons,  and  refufed 
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'  to  enter  tipon  the  defperate  combat ;  which  when 
Mac  Giliy  Patrick  found  it  was  impoffible  to  per- 
fuadc  them  to,  after  upbraiding  them  with  cow- 
ardice, and  giving  vent  to  a  fruitlefs  pailion^  he 
withdrew  his  army  from  the  field,  very  much  mor- 
tified i— »yet  he  rcfolved  to  harrafs  them  in  their 
march  With  flyir^  parties,  which  refolution  he  fo 
far  efitfted,  as  to  cut  off  many  of  thcfe  brave 
foldiers  in  their  retreat,  (which  fomewhat  refembled 
that  of  the  Greeks  from  Perfw,  called  the  retreat 
of  the  ten  thoufand)  fo  that  after  tlicir  lofs  at 
the  battle  of  Clontarf,  and  the  imury  they  re- 
ceived from  his  mean  refentment,  of  all  this  mar- 
tial tribe  not  above  eight  hundred  and  fifty  re- 
turned fafe  into  their  own  country. 

Surely  it  muft  fill  every  generous  reader  with 
aftonifhment  and  indignation  to  iee  what  pains  the 
Irilh  took  by  their  own  inteftinc  divifioos  tode- 
ilroy  as  njuch  as  pofiible  the  fruits  of  all  their  vifSto- 
ries,  and  to  find  how  unworthily  they  treated 
the  braved  tribe  among  them  who  had  (o  great 
a  Ihare  in  gaining  the  field  at  Clontarf,  which  was 
as  memorable  an  a£bion  as  mod  that  have  been 
recorded   in  hiftory  *•    Inltead    of  paying  thefe 

valiant 


*  There  is  a  paHape  mentioned 
f)y  Keating,  extra^ed  from  a  letter 
faid  to  be  fent  to  Colman,  by  Ma- 
lachy^  king  of  Meaih,  who  with- 
drew his  forces  on  t!iat  fatal  day, 
<oritainiiig  a  dcfcriplion  of  the  bat« 
tic  of  which  he  wa>an  cye-witnefs, 
and  which,  I  have  here  rubjoiaed, 
in  order  to  give  the  reader  feme 
idea  of  that  defpcmte  engagement. 
•*  I  never,  fays  he,  beheld  with  my 
eyes  (ncr  in  hiftory,)  an  account  of  a 
iharper  and  bloodici-  fi^ht  th.m  this 
memorable  aflion  :  Nor  if  an  an- 
gel from  Heaven  would  dcKt-nd  and 
)-elate  the  circTjmft7.nces  of  it, 
could  you  without  difficulty  be  in- 
duced ro  give  credit  to  it  :  I  wiih- 
drew  my  troopv  under  my  command, 
and  was  no  othcrwife  concerned  than 
a  fpedlalor  j — I  flood  at  no  greater 


diilance  than  the  breddth  of  a  fal- 
low field  and  a  ditch;  when  the  pow- 
erful armres  engaged,  and  grapf  led  is 
clofc  light.  It  w«i  dreadful  to  beheld 
how  the  fwoids  glittered  over  their 
heads  being ftiuck  withtlie  funHniVj, 
which  gave  them  the  appearance  of 
■  ».  oumeroui  flock  of  white  fea- 
gulls,  flying  in  the  air.  The 
KrokeS  were  fo  mighty,  and  il>e 
fury  of  the  combatants  k>  terribk, 
that  great  quantities  of  hair  torn  or 
cut  off  from  iheif  heads,  by  tJic»r 
fharp  weapons,  was  driven  fsr  «»^ 
by  the  wind,  and  their  fpears  and 
battle-axes  were  fo  encumbered  ynxh 
hair,  cemented  togethcrwith  clotted 
b!ood,  that  it  wa^  fcarcely  polTtble  lo 
clear  or  bring  them  to  their  luriaer 
brightnefa. 
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Valiant  meri  the  honours  they  juftly  merited  as 
deliverers  of  their  country,  inftcad  of  receiving 
them  every  where  with  (houts  of  joy  and  ap- 
plaufe,  we  find  therh  worried  like  wild  beafts,  and  ■ 
purfued  with  all  the  virulence  of  mklice,  even  to 
their  own  country,  whilft  not  a  Cngle  town  or 
diftri<St  feems  willing  to  rife  irl  their  defence,  or 
to  cover  their  retreat,  a  body  of  men  that  waS' 
headed  by  a  fon  of  their  beloved  monarch,  a  va- 
liant band  yet  red  with  thofc  painful  wounds 
they  had  received  in  refcuirtg  their  country  from 
ruin.  Would  not  one  imagine  that  the  whole 
lend  had  been  in  league  with  the  Danes  -,  of 
vrould  not  one  conclude  that  they  had  renounced 
all  alliance  .with  humanity  ?  Can  any  man  read 
thefe  accounts  and  wonder  that  the  Irifti  were  fo 
often  harrafied  and  at  laflr  fubdued  by  foreign 
powers  ?  Is  it  not  much  more  furprifing  that  they 
were  not  fooner  conquered,  and  that  they  did  not 
bow  their  necks  to  the  moft  abjeft  flavery.  - 

It  is  vain  for  a  people  to  boaft  of  their  high 
Ipirit,  and  to  tell  us  "  That  they  delight  in  war,"  if 
they  will  not  fufFer  that  fpirit  to  be  guided  by 
reafon,  if  they  do  not  conduft  their  wars  with- 
Ibme  regard  to  the  rules  of  prudence  and  of  juf- 
tice. .  But  the  chara&cr  of  the  Irifli  nation,  when 
taken  colleftively,  feems  to  have  borne  but  too 
ftriking  a  refemblance  to  that  of  one  of  the  chiefs 
mentioned  in  the  firft  book  of  this  hiftory,  * 
whofe  warlike  tnthuGafin  was  fo  great  that  he 
made  no  diftinftion  between  friends  and  foes  ofi 
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*  Logad  Lags,  who  alSfted  Cor-  might  otherwife  do  kim  •  mirchtef^ 

mac,  the  fon  of  Art,  in  the  recovery  and    the  event   wras  tnfwcrabic  to 

of  the  monarchy,    but   whofe  un-  his  cxpe^ation  ;  for,  prcfenting  Xh4 

btidkd  fury  in  xht  tiice  of  action,  fuppofed  monarch    with  the    head 

if  wc  may   beliete  hillorians,  was  of  his  enemy^  whom  he  had  flain^ 

futh    thai'Comuc  drcflcd  hift  fer*  he  threw  it  at  him  with  fuch  vi«- 

Tant  in  bis  own  habit,  in  order  to  lence,  that  it  fra^ured    his  ikoU^ 

deceive  him,    fearing    the   waxrior  aad  killed  bin  on  the  fpott 
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the  day  of  battle. — It  is  omng  to  this  ungovenied 
fpirit,    and   to  thciif  rooted  dillike   of  difciplinc 
and  conunand,  that^  m  much  hter  periods  thaflt 
thofe  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  all  Europe  has  wttk 
furprtze  beheld  the  Irifh  when  poflefled  of  greac 
advantages^  foiled  in  their  cxvn  land  v  vhilft  thaSt 
of  their  countrymen  wha  were    incorpojatcd   ia 
the  troops  of  foreign  nations  have  been  ever  the. 
greated;  fupport    of  the    armies   io.  which  they 
&ved,    and   have  been  juftly    ackoowle(%ed  a» 
Ibme  of  the    beft   officers    and   foldiers  in  the. 
world.— ^For  abroad  thcfe  warriors  arc  genetattf 
ready  to  unite  hand  and  heart  (layii^  afide  all  di^ 
tinction)  for  the  honour  of  their  co%»itry»  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the    prince  they  fcrve»   wbilft  a£ 
home  they  have  been  ever  iplit  into  parties  and 
fadlons,  and  being  ever  ready  to  d^jpute  with  tiuaw 
friends,   have  often  fallen  a   prey    to  thck  cnc- 
mies^-^-^broad  they  could  have  no  presence  in  cca« 
ion  to  refnfe  fubmijinon  to.  eftabHIfaed  nadcs  and. 
ordinances,  but  at  home  they  were  too  impatjcnc 
of  controtd  to  fufier  that  fuperiority  of  command,, 
which  it  i$  always  necefl^.  far  a  king  to  have 
over  bis  fvb^fts,  and  perhaps  ftilt  moit.lb, for  a* 
general  to.  cxercife  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and; 
which  alone  can  infure  good  order  in  a  fUte^or 
vi&ory  to  a  courageous  army. 
A.  D.       Buty  to  return  to  the  hiftory. — 'After  the  fataL 

jjjiil: battle  of  Clontarf,  it  (lands  recorded  that  the  de- 

feftonSf    pofed  Malachy  reafRimed  the  charaftcr  of  mo^ 
^  narch  by  free  confenc  and  eteftion  of  the  ftatcs  a£- 

fembled. — A  remarkable  inftance  this  of  fickle- 
nefs  and  want  of  judgement.  Malachy  had  been 
depofed — becaufe  he  was  not  abie  to  defend  his 
country  againft  the  invaders.  He  was  reftored*— 
becaufe  He  was  not  wilKng^  to  do  foj— becaufe  he 
had  ^ken    meafures  to  Ifetray  lU     Surely  that 
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maxim.  Thai  tie  voice  4jf  the  pe^  is  the  vgice  tf 
Ccdy  failed  here-,  for  inftead  of  aftihg  according 
to  the  didatcs  of  Heaven,  the  whole  Irifh  nation 
adcd  contrary  to  all  the  riiles  of  honour  and  of 
common  prudence^ 

Yet  it  rauft  be  owned  that  the  monarch  thi\« 
xdtored»   took  fomc  fteps  to  recommend  himfclf 
to  popular  favour ;  and  indeed  his  behaviour  w%6 
better  than  their  folly  in  reaped  to  him  deferved 
It  is  not  always  that  fuccels  attends  upon  pn^ 
dence ;  fometbing  indeed  muft  neceflarily  be  left 
to  Fortune,  but  thofe  who  leave  the  leafl  to  her, 
moft  certainly  aft  the  wifeft  ptrt. — To  proceed,— 
Malachy  marched  to  Dublin,  which  he  took,  de- 
ilroyed  the  inhabitants,  and  gave  the  town  up  to 
plunder. — But  if  Malachy  thus  revenged  the  com- 
mon caule  upon  the^  Danes,   it  appears  that  he 
l^ewife  carried  devallation  through  the  provinces 
CO   gratify  fome   private  refentment  of  his  own 
which  we  do  not  find  accovmted  for.    Indeed  after 
cfac  death  of  Brian  and  the  difperfion  of  his  ar- 
my, all  was  one  fcene  of  confufion  through  the 
ifland.    The  relations  given  us  of  the  ungoverned 
jpiric  which  now  once  again  broke  out  among  the 
Irifl),  are  i&ocking  ; — ^we  read  of  nothing  in  this 
period  but  of  one  prince  or  cbief  rifing  up  againft 
another,    and    the    deftru£tion  of  their  innocent 
fubjeds  by  fire  and  fword.    In  the  midfl:  of  all 
this,  the  yet  remaining  Danes  willing  to  have  their 
ihare  in  any  plunder,  which  was  likely  to  be  goTf 
made  an  attempt  againft  the  fucceeding  king  of 
Lcinfter,  who  fell  in  the  conteft ;  but  his  inime- 
diate  fucceilbr,  in  revenge  for  this  outrage,  ib  to- 
tally defeated  them,  that  he  put  a  final  period  to 
their    ftrength    and  ihtercft  in  Ireland      While 
tbefe  things  were  pafiing,  Malachy  died  a  natural 
death,  with'whom^  ftridtly  fpeaking,  the  Irifh  mo- 
oarchy  expired,  for  though  feveral  princes  of  the 
N  3  different 
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different  provinces  affumed  the  title  of  monarch, 
yet  their  claims  were  fo  much  coqtefted,  and  their 
power  fo  limited,  that  they  can  be  confidcred  only 
nominally  as  fuch,  a  circumftance  which  doubtlefs 
prepared  the  way  for  a  revolution  fo  totally  dif- 
ferent from  any  yet  mentioned,  that  it  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  affairs,  and  finally  overthrew 
ithe  government* 

Various  are  the  account^  we  have  of  Donogh, 
after  his  return  to  Munfter.  Bqc,  on  a  compa- 
irifon  of  all  thefe,  I  am  inclined  to  jpdge  with  a 
•modern  writer,  that  Teig,  who  was  the  eldeft  fon 
of  Brian,  having  been  made  away  with  by  the 
men  of  Ely  O'Carrol,  and  Donogh  being  with 
•  fome  reafon  fufpcfkcd  of  the  murder  of  his  bro- 
ther, could  not  yet  fuccced  in  his  attempt  of 
feating  himfelf  upon  bis  father's  throne,  and  find- 
ing his  own  tribe  of  the  Dalgais  too  weak  to 
fupport  him  by  force  of  arms,  if  they  approved 
his  pretenfionf,  he  quitted  the  kingdom,  and  with 
fome  of  his  followers  went  over  to  Germany, 
where  he  became  the  emperor's  general,  and  com- 
manded in  his  wars,  diftinguilhing  himfelf  by 
his  great  military  (kill  and  courage.  From  thence 
returning  after  a  long  time  fpenc  in  the  emperor's 
fervice,  he  came  to  Ireland,  where  though  l]c 
was  not  well  received  at,firft,  yet  at  kngih  he 
found  means  to  win  over  the  people  of  Mun- 
fter, who  admired  his  valogr  whatever  opinion  they 
might  enftfrtain  of  his  condud,  to  give  him  the 
crown  of  Munfter  and  its  appendages.  As  foon 
as  this  warlike  prince  was  thus  eftablifhed  in  tbe 
government  of  his  own  province,  he  next  afpired 
to  the  throne  of  Ireland,  which  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered his  father  had  filled  before,  not  by 
any  claim  of  fucccfTion,  but  by  the  free  elcdion 
pf  the  people.  But  having  now  the  Momonian 
force  at  command,  he  was  not  v^ithout  a  fupport 
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which  though  it  did  not  procure  him  every  thing 
he  grafped  at,  yet  rendered  him  refpeftable, 
caufed  him  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  entire 
fouthcrn  divifion  of  the  kingdom,  and  extended 
his  rule  to  fome  di drifts  in  the  northern  part : 
yet  a  ftrong  party  was  formed  againft  him  by  Der- 
mod,  king  ot  Leinfter,  on  behalf  of  Turlogh,  the 
fon  of  his  brother  Teig,  who  had  been  murdered, 
and  who  alfo  pretended  to  the  monarchy  of  Ire- 
land, which  in  faft  neither  party  had  a  right  to. 
While  at  the  fame  time  Cuan  O'JLochain  got  pof- 
feflion  of  the  kingdom  of  Mcath,  and,  as  jt  fhould 
feem  being  joined  by  fome  who  had  not  enlifted 
cither  under  the  banners  of  Donogh  or  )m  ne- 
phew, exteqded  his  power  to  the  country  round 
about  him,  and  is  by  fome  confidered  >as  the  ad-r 
miniftrator  of  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom.  Buf 
dying  the  yeur  after,  whatever  his  power  or  ap- 
pointmenf  migfet  be,  it .  coujd  h^vc  done  little 
icrvice  to  the  country,  y^hich  jftill  continued  di- 
vided  between  the  two  rivab  of  the  family  of 
Brian,  and  expofed  as  xriiich  as  ever  to  all  the 
rage  of  intcftinc  broils^  jand  civil  commotions.--* 
Donogh,  on  th.e  one  part,  railing  his  Momonians, 
entered  Lpinfter  and  Oflbry,  where  he  committed 
many  depredations, ,  encamped  for  five  days  un- 
der the  walls  of  Dublin,  fpoiled  the  country,  and 
brought  away  hoftages  for  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
inhabitants.  On  the  other  fide,  the  people  of 
Leinfter  coUefting  their  forces  in  order  to  re- 
venge this  injury,  and  making  a  junftion  with  fome 
malecontents  of  Munfter,  carried  fire  and  fword 
into  the  territories  of  Donogh,  and  burned  the 
city  of  Waterford. — The  king  of  Breffhy  like- 
wife  made  a  furious  attack  on  Donogh,  but  was 
at  length  defeated  by  that  prince,  and  loft  his 
own  life,  together  with  the  lives  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  braveft  followers.  .       ' 
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'     l^ut  notwithflanding  all  the^  courage  and  ikUl 
of  Donogb,    the  united  eiforts  of  the  king  of 

'  Lejnfterj  aqd  of  Tvrlogh  prov^  too  much  fof 

Jiim.  His  province  bcmg  attacked  and  wafted^ 
and  his  caule  not  cordially  fqpported  by  many 
who  held  him  as  tlie  murderer  of  his  brother,  hc 
was  obliged  to  quit^  that  ftate,  in  which  he  could 
no  longer  defend  himfelf,  and,  in  his  old  age^ 
once  more  to  become  a  >yandcrer  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. Leaving  Ireland,  therefore,  he  went  to 
kome,  where,  as  fome  hiftorians  aiTert,  he  laid  his 
crown  at  the  pope*s  feet,  promifing  him  to  bring  th? 
.  whole  ifland  under  his  fubjedion,  if  by  his  au^ 
fhorfty  his  holinefe  could  procure  his  reftorar 
tion- — ^But  this  not  proving  anlwcrablc  to  his  ckt 
pefbations,  ^s  nothing  was  done  in  the  affair,  h$ 
took  tl^  habit  of  a  religious,  in  the  abbey  of  St. 
Stephen,  and  left  his  nephew  in  poQeflion  of  hi; 
kingdom, 
"^I'o^*       Turlogh,    the   grandibn    of  Brian  Boiroimh^ 

^jogh!  ^o^  *fucoccdcd,  and  reigned  twenty -ftwa  years, 
He  was  a  pious  and  virtuous  prince,  as  others  bc- 
fides  his  own  fubjefts  have  borne  teftimony,  ii^ 
particular  Lanfranc,  at  that  time  urchbifiiop  of 
Canterbury,  who  highly  extols  his  wifdom  ancl 
jufticc.  After  a  tranquil  rcigu  W  died  of  4.  lin- 
gering, fickncfs,  and  his  dege^fe  payed  the  way  fo^ 
frc(b  troubles  in  the  ftate. 

¥Pft^f  Mortogh,  the  fon  of  Turlogh,  fucceeded  his  fa, 
th^r,  but  his  claim  to  the  moniU-chy  wa^  oppofed 
by  Donald,  of  the  Hercmonian  race,  and  many 
dreadful  battles  we  find  were  the  confequences  of 
the  difpute,  which  at  laft  could  be  no  otherwife 
fettled  than  by  that  diviGon  of  Leith  Conn  and 
Lcith  Mc^had  lb  ofteh  mentioned  in  this  hiftory,  by 
pieans  of  which  tl^c  one  was  put  into  noffeOion  of 
fhc  northern  and  the  other  ot  the  fouthern  part  of 
fhe  iflapd  j  yet  the  fitlc  of  monarch  fecms  to  have 
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remained  with  Mortogh,  which  is  the  caufe,  I 
fuppofc,  why  fome  hiftorians  have  mentioiied  his 
acccflion  to  ^he  throne,  without  taking  notice  of  the 
divifion  above«*nientioned,  or  of  his.contefts  for  the 
crown  with  his  ccKnpetitor. 

In  his  reign  it  is  faid  that  the  nobility  and  prinr  camdou 
iupal  perfons  of  the  Ifle  of  Man  fent  nKflengers  t6 
defirc  that  the  monarch  of  Ireland  would  cpmmil&on 
ibme  diligent  chief  of  noble  extra&ion,  to  come 
over  and  take  the<:harge  of  the  government,  du- 
ring the  minority  of  Glave,  the  fon  of  their  late 
fovereign.  Mortogl)  O'Brian  readily  .granted  their 
requeft,  aud  fcnt  them  Donald,  the  ion  of  Teig, 
with  Injunctions  to  govern  the  kingdom  with  mo- 
deration and  tendernefs.  But  as  foon  as  he  was  adr 
yanced  to  the  fovercignty,  he  behaved  fo  ill,  that, 
jhc  people  of  the  iQand  thought  fit  to  banilh  him. 

Though  he  (Mortogh)  bore  an  extreme  good 
charaftcr,  and  befidcs  Icems  to  have  fhewn  himfetf 
capable  enough  of  government,  yet  according  to 
lome  accounts,  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
lie  did  not  find  the  regal  dignity  worth  his  keeping. 
-—Whether  it  was  that  the  divided  empire  he  held 
v^ich  ponald,  or  the  ambitious  views  of  Turlogh, 
then  king  of  Connaught,  filled  him  with  anxiety ;  or 
v^hetbcr  the  pains  of  a  lingering  difeafe  rendered, 
him  unable  to  rehih  greatnds,  is  not  clearly  known: 
but  about  two  years  before  his  dcceafe,  we  find 
this  prince  retiring  to  the  monaftery  of  Lifmore ; ' 
and  ^after  a  little  while  taking  the  habit  of  a 
monk  at  Ardmagh^  and  (pending  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  afts  of  piety  and  devotion^  * 

After 

*  Keatrng  tells  ns,  **  T!i}t  monarch  The  cleisy  of  the  ifla^dy  who  ap» 

Idinnioned  h  general  affcrnbly  of  all  peared  in  that  convention,  coniUled 

yhe  nobility  ind  clergy  of  his  king-  of  the  peribos  following:  Maolmuiiv 

Aonij   and^  reouired    them^    by  hit  O'Dunagain,  archbilhop  of  the  pro^ 

royal  fummons,  to  meet  him  at  a  vince  of  Muofter|    Ceatich     M«c 

fbcc  odkd  Fifdh  Mw  Naooguiiu  Hugh,  the  (convert  of  St.  Patrick, 
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i>9nMidv.  '  After  the  deceafe  of  Mortogh,  according  to 
the  beft  accounts,  his  competitor  Donald  was  con- 
fidered  as  monarch,  though  it  was  much  to  be 
queftioned  whether  he  really  gained  any  additional 
power  or  dominion  by  that  prince's  death ; — his  own 
happened  about  two  years  after,  and  made  way  for 
Turlogh,  king  of  Connaught,  to  claim  the  fupreme 
authority. 
Twioghthc  It  was  a  long  time  however  before  he  was  able  to 
Great.  bring  the  different  kings  and  chiefs  under  his  fubjec- 
tion,  which,  as  Warner  obfervest  is  probably  the 
caufe  why  we  find  the  Irifh  writers  mention  a 
kind  of  inter-regnum  of  fifteen  years,  which  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  a  prince  of  Turlogh*s  fpirit  and 
ambition  would  fuflfen 

During 


and  Ticar-genenl  to  the  primate  of 
Ardmagh;  eight  other  bifliopi  of 
inferior  diocefes,  three  hundred  and 
fixty  prieils  and  priors,  one  hundred 
and  forty  deacons,  and  many  other 
leligious  perToni  of  all  crders.  In 
this  convention  uere  many  whole- 
fome  laws  and  regulations  eftabliihed, 
not  only  for  the  goremment  of  the 
clergy,  but  of  the  laity  likewife, 
throughout  the  kingdom.  Soon  af- 
ter Maolmuire  0*Dumig«in»  arch- 
biihop  of  the  province  of  MunAer, 
vrat  tranflated  to  a  better  life. 

Another  general  convention  was 
fommoned  in  the  reign  of  Mortogh, 
king  of  Ireland,  in  the  year  of  our 
redemption  one  thaufand  one  hun« 
dred  and  fifteen,  by  Giolla  Easbuig, 
biibop  ci  Limerick,  who  was  then 
legate  of  Ireland,  and  the  lirft  perfon 
in  authority  over  the  whole  affcmblv. 
The  old  book  of  Cluain  Aidnach  in 
Leixy  gives  a  particular  account  of 
thta  fy nodical  meeting,  and  records 
ttfprincipal  tranfa^ons  that  were 
d%ted  and  agreed  upon  in  that  af- 
fembly.  This  trcatifc  relates,  that 
in  that  convention  it  was  ordained, 
that  there  (houtd  be  twelve  epif- 
copal  fees  fixed  in  Leith  Mogha, 
which  contained  the  fouthern  half 


of  ^e  ifland,  knd  that  the-  fame 
number  of  biihops  ihoold  be  ap- 
pointed in  Leith  Conn,  which  in- 
cluded the  northern  halfs  it  «ai 
agreed  likewife  that  two'  bifliopt 
(hould  be  fettled  in  the  county  of 
Meoth.  In  this  convention  the  re- 
venue of  the  clergy  and  the  church 
lands  were  confirmed  to  the  feveral 
bifliops  of  the  ifland,  for  their  main-^ 
tenance,*'and  fupport  of  the  epifcopal 
chara£Ur,  which  bnds  were  to  be 
exempted  from  tribute  and  chief 
rents,  and  other  public  contributions, 
and  fo  remain  in  that  fbte  of  free* 
dom  and  ijldependency  for  ever.  At 
this  time  th«  boundaries  of  all  the 
dioceies  in  that  ifland  werediftin^y 
laid  out  ^  and  it  was  efbbliihed,  that 
in  the  divifion  of  Leith  Comr,  there 
(hould  be  twelve  bifliops  befides  the 
primate,  five  were  fixed  in  the  pro- 
vince of  UlAer,  five  in  the  province 
of  Connaught,  and  t^^'O  in  the  coun- 
ty of  MejM^,  which  make  up  the 
whole  number.  The  primate  had 
the  government  of  Ardnaagh,  and 
exercifed  a  fpiritual  jurifdi^on  over 
the  whole  kingdom,  over  Clochar, 
Ardfratha,  Deny,  CoijK>tre,  and  Dua 
da  Ileath  GUIs. 
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During  the  reign  of  the  two  former  monarchs, 
Turlogh  was  perpetually  invading  the  provinces, 
Amon^  the  relt,  having  rav^^ed  Munfter  with  a 
powerful  fleet  and  army,  he  brought  the  Momo- 
nians  fo  much  under  fubjedUon,   that  he  forced 
them  to  give  him  hoftages^    and  undertook  to 
jchufe  them  two  chief  governors ;  but  thcfe  quar* 
relling  with  each  other,  he  invaded  the  province  a 
third  rime,    and  meeting  Turlogh  O'Brian,  en-  . 
gaged  and  defeated  him  and  his  army,  in  which 
battle  the  warlike  tribe  of  the  Dalgais,    that  had 
formerly  been  the  ftrength  and  defence,  not  only  of 
that  province,  but  in  a  great  meafure  of  the  whole 
nation,  received  a  moft  fignal  overthrow,  and  were 
^moft  ruined. — Thus  did  the  ambition  of  the  Irifh 
princes,  and  the  reflJels  fpirit  of  their  warriors, 
ihed  in  thefc  inteftioe  wars,  that  blood  which  would 
have  flowed  more  nobly  in  the  defence  of  their 
lives  and  liberties,  and  advance  with  hafty  ftrides 
towards  the  final  d»flblution  of  that  government 
their  anceftors  had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  efl:ablifli 
Turlogh  having  made  his  fon  king  of  Meatli, 
,  made  frequent  incurfions  into  Leinller  and   the 
neighbouring  provinces. — He  committed  great  de- 
predations Jn  the  county  of  Tyrconnel,  with  his 
army,  and  bid  wafte  Tyrone  with  his  navy  ^  but  at 
len^h  Mortogh,  the  fon  of  the  laft  monarch  Do- 
nald, gave  him  fome  chepks  in  the  midft  of  his 
career ;  and  thefe  princes  continued  the  war,  thus 
commenced,  with  various  fuccefs,  but,  as  it  feems, 
upon  the  whole,  with  little  advantage  to  Turlogh. 
For  his  enemy  ufed  that  moft  deftrpftivt;  method  of 
introducing  foreign  powers,  by  which  means  being 
aflifted  by  the  Normans  and  Scotch,  he  was  able 
to  refift  all  the  attacks  of  Twrlogh,  and  gave  fuch 
a  check  to  his  arms,  that  hiftorians  fay  the  monarch 
-was  obliged  to  defift  from  hoftilities,  and  to  give 
^oftagcs  for  hi3  future  good   Jbehaviopr.    3oon 
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irftert^ards  lie  died,  leaving  aknoft  all  his  perfonal 
eftate  to  the  c4ergy.    He  was  a  prince  of  a  general 
good  character,  wifci  generous,  and  a  lover  of  jiif- 
tice  \  yet  the  ambitioiis  fpirit,  common  to  that  pe* 
riod  caft  a  (hade  upon  thefe  virtues ;  but  thefe  were 
ill  a  great  meafure  rather  owing  to  the  times  than 
to  the. monarch  i '  hiftory  therdbre  fliould  not  be 
backward  in  doing  juftice  to  the  virtues  he  pof- 
fefled.     It  is  faid  he  imprifoned  his  qwn  fpn  for 
£>me  oSence  he  was  guilty  of,  and  would  not  re- 
leafe  him  from  his  confinement  till  the  two  .arch- 
biihops  of  Ardmagh  and  Cafhcll,  together  with 
eleven  bifhc^s,  and  a  great  number  of  the  inferior 
clergy  interceded  for  his  liberty ;— a  ftriking  inftance 
of  his  impartiality  in  regard  to  what  concerned  his 
family,  and  of  his  rigour  in  puoifiiing  d&nders. 
MorMsJi        To  Turlogh  the  Gre^,  Mortogh  before  men* 
tioned  may  be  faid  to  have  fucceeded  in  the  greateft 
part  of  the  monarchy  of  the  ifland;  neverthelcfi 
Roderic,  the  fon  of  Turlogh  oppofed  him,  made 
•war  upon  him,  invaded  his  territory  of  Tyrone,  and 
ravaged  all  the  country.      Nor  did  Munfter  or 
Leinfter  efcape  his  attacks,  but  his  forces  at  laft 
received  feveral  confiderable  checks  from  Mortc^h, 
who  finally  obliged  him  to  a  peace ;  by  the  terms 
ot*  which  he  was  confined  to  his  own  province,  and 
one  half  of  the  kingdom  of  Meath,  which   hfe 
fold  to  the  king  of  that  diltrifb  for  a  certain  ium 
of  gold,  while  Mortogh  retained  the  name,  and,  in 
cflr<Sk,  exercifcd  the  power  of  monarch  of  Irriand, 
though  he  had  not  pafled  through  the  ceremonies 
attetidant  on  the  election  formerly  praftifcd  in  that 
"^country. 

But  he  had  not  long  obtained  this  dignity  be- 
fore he  took  occafion  unexpeAedly  to  invade  the 
territory  of  Ulad  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  and 
though  a  peace  was  made  at  length  by  media- 
tion, he  caufed  three  of  the  chiefs  of  that  country 
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to  be  afiaffinated,  aiid  the  prince's  eyes  to  be  put 
out ;  in  revenge  for  which  treachery  die  king  of 
.  Orgial,  wiio  ha4  been  furety  for  him,  raifed  a  great 
body  of  fcrces^  with  which  he  attacked  the  mo* 
Barch  when  leaft  prepared  to  receive  him,  routed 
his  troops,  md  flew  him  ki  the  engagement. 

The  next  prince  that  aiTamed  t)ie  title  of  monarch  a.  d. 
was  Roderic  O'Connor,  the  fiwi  a[  Turk)gh  thc^^J^^'  '^ 
Great,  and  kiag  of  Connaii^ht  1  nor  was  be  con- 
lent  with  barely  afiumiag  the  name,  but  know^ 
ipg  his  own  power,  and  having  now  no  rival  tq 
«ppofe  hini,  he  was  refolved.to  be  received  as  fuch 
inform,  and  accordingly  called  an  alfembly  of  th^ 
ftatea  .  at  Dublin,  and  where  he  was  elefted 
and  inaugurated  with  the  jfolemn  ceremonies^  and 
yniverfaiy^  received,  though  not  univtr^y  ap^ 
proved,  as  monarch  of  li^ebnd. 

Notwithftaading  thi^  ceremony  being  performed, 
whkh  had  not  been  t^bd  fince  the  time  of  Briaa 
Boiroimhe,  and  Malachy  the  Second^  yet  Roderic 
(luickly.  &id  xku  he  did  not  reign  entirely  in  the 
affef^ions  of  the  p^c^k,  f^r  he  fpon  found  thas 
Ibmc  of  the  provirices  were  difpofed  to  revolt  -,  and 
in  partkular  he  found  it  neceflary  to  enter  Tyrone^, 
which  was  governed  by  the  princes  of  the  Niallian 
saceiiWidv  fi^h  a  vaft  fleet  and  army,  as  awed  them 
into  fubj/cdtion;  after  whkh  he  held  a  general 
aflembly  p£  die  ftates  at  a  place  called  Athbey,  i» 
the  county  ^  Mcath,  for  the  better  regulating  tho 
affairs  of  the  kingdom. 

But  Irdand  was  now  on  the.  point  of  changing 
its  old  laws  and  codtatutions,  on  the  point  of  be^' 
coming  fubgefb  to  a  nation  that  its  chiefs  never  fuf- 
peded  of  any  defign  to  reduce  them ;  in>  dfe^ 
they  were  now  on  the  eve  of  being  fubdued  by  tho 
power  of  the  Englifli. 

This  great  event  was  firft  brought  about  by^ 

means  of  what  9)ight  not  improperly  be  called  si 
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private  quarrel,  though  it  interefted  a  whole  na-* 
tion.— 4)etTnod,  king  of  Leinfter,  having  con-* 
ceivcd  a  violent  paffion  for  the  wife  of  Tighcr- 
nan  O'Rourk,  king  of  BfefFny,  and  held  Iccrct 
correfpondence  with  her  ;  taking  advantage  of  her 
hu{band*s  abfence,  found  the  means  to  carry  her 
off  with  her  own  cortfertt.  Neverthelcfs  it  was 
agreed  between  them  that,  to  fave  appearances^ 
Ihc  fliould  cry  out,  and  make  fome  Ihew  of  re-* 
fiftance,  while  fhe  was  pretty  well  ftffured  thac- 
none  of  her  domcftics  would  oppofe  the  raviflier^ 
who  bore  her  away  under  the  efcort  of  a  party 
of  horfe,  without  meeting  with  afty  interruption. 

When  O'Rourk,  at  his  itturn;  was  informed  of 
this  treachery,  he  immediately  applied  to  the  mo- 
narch, of  Ireland,  who,  together  with  the  fbrce9 
of  Meath  and  Oflbry,  invaded-  the  dominions  of 
Dermod,  where  they  were  joined  by  a  number 
of  malecontents  whom  his  govermnent  had  dif- 
gufted  ;  for  he  had  ruled  his  province  Jil^  a  ty* 
rantj  and  iri '  confequence  was  generally  diOsked 
by  his  fubjefts.  Such  a  force  as  this  being  too 
great  for  him  to  wiihftand,  trembling  at  the  ftorm 
whicli  was  ready  to  burft  over  his  head,  and 
finding  his  chiefs  and  nobles  all  inclined  to  de- 
fert  his  caufe,  he  tcfolved  to  retire  into  fome  fo- 
reign country,  thereto  procure,  if  poffible,  that  aid 
which  his  fubjcfts  would  not  afford  him ;  and  to 
return  at  the  head  of  an  army,  in  order  to  punifh 
their  defeftion. 

Thus  fituated  he  turned  his  thoiights  on  the 
Englilh,  as  being  a  neighbouring  nation  renowned 
for  their  valour,  and  whofe  king  he  concluded  he 
might  win  by  fair  promifes  to  aflift  him  in  Jiis  ar* 
duoqs  undertaking. 

Being  thus  determined,  he  firft  pafled  over  to^ 
Briftol,  and  from  tiiencc  to  France,  in  order  to 
implore  the  Englifh  king^s  affiftance — though  at 
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the  expcnce  of  his  own  fubfniflion,  to  gratify  his; 
vindiftive  difpofition, — though  at  the  cxpence  of 
the  freedom  of  his  copntry. 

Henry  the  Second,  the  Ion  of  the  emprefs  Ma- 
tilda, then  reigned  over  England,   a  prince  of  a 
great. and    cnterprifing  fpirit.      He  claimed  the 
crown  'm  right  of  his  m9ther,  who  was  the  daugh- 
ter pf  Henry  the.Firft,  to  whom  though  the  ba- 
rons had  fworn  f?alty   in   her  father's  life-time, 
yet  after  his  deccafe,  they  fuffered  Stephen  to  u- 
furp  the  throne,    Pafling  over  from  Germany  to 
aflct  her  right  againft  him,  fhe  h:ad  a  long  and 
bloody  contention,   her  affairs  b^ing  managed  by 
her  brother,   the  carl  of  Glouccfter.     Thefe  con- 
itefts   having  continued  a  long   time  with  various 
fuccfiflcs,  Stephen  at  length  received  a  fignal  over- 
throw,  and   was   made  prifoner,    a  circumftance 
which  bade  fair  to  put  an  end  to  the  war ;  but, 
not  long  after,  the  emprefs*s  brother  met  with  the 
fame  ill  fortune.     In  confcquence  of  this  event, 
the  two  princes  were  exchanged ;    but  Matilda's 
intermit:  began  to  decline  in  England,    chiefly  on 
account  01  her  arbitrary  behaviour,  when  moft  of 
the  kingdom  was  in  her  pofTefBori.     After  expe- 
riencing many  dangers  and  <mbarraflment$,  (not 
the  leaft  of  which  was  her  being  on  the  point  of 
fuffering  a  furpirize  in  her  own  palace  at  Weft- 
minfter^    her  brother    being   dead,   this  princefs 
quitted  England,   and  withdrawing  to  the  conti- 
nent, employed  all  her  care  in  educating  Henry 
her  fon,  as  a  hero^  to  whom,   when  at  a  proper 
^,  fbe  gave  up  her  claim  to  the  Englilh  crown, 
which  he  well  knew  how  to  fupporL 

Henry  had  long  wars  in  Normandy  with  the 
continental  princes  •,  thefe  had  inured  him  to  arms-, 
and  his  frequent  treaties  with  them  had  taught 
him  the  bufmefs  of  negociations.     Thus  accom- 
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plilhed^  he  left  his  Norman  dominioRSi  and  ftr^ 
rived  in  England^  at  a  crittcat  jun^re^  when  thtf 
fpirits  of  his  mother's  party  were  drooping,  and 
when  Ibfme  of  her  beft  friends  were  (but  up  and 
befieged  in  the  town  of  Wallingfordi^Thelb  h^ 
relieved  by  throwing  fuccours  into  the  pkce^  and^ 
after  fome  other  fucceifesf  ofFet^d  Scepfien  battle^ 
at  the  head  of  all  his  troops;  ^ut  the  car)  of 
Anmdel)  a  nobleman  ^  great  ekiqucnce  as  wdt 
as  valour,  jprerented  the  arffiies  froiti  engaging, 
by  propofing  terms  of  accomodati^i  the  purport 
t£  which  was:  That  Stephen  :fli6u)d  wear  the 
crown  during  his  life,  on  tonditioa-  of  adopting 
Henry  for  his  ion  and  fucceflbr,  and  eonfinhing 
the  fovereignty  to  him  after  his  own  deceafe.— — 
After  fome  befitation,  and  much  peifuafi^n,  theie! 
terms  were  accepted  and  fw6t*n  to-  by  both  parties; 
£uftace,  the  fon  of  Stephen^  had  indeed  protefted 
againft  them,  and  withdrawing  iiinifelf  tVom  hH 
father's  camp,  raifed  a  body- of  forces  to  fuppor^ 
his  claim  .'-^-but  he  was  itopped  in  the  beginning 
c£  his  career  by  death,  while  his  foldicrs  were 
pillaging  the  country.— Nor  did  Stephen  liimfdf 
vciy  long  liirvive  this .  aigi^toent,  but  dying  iff 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age^  no  obftacle  remain-' 
ing  to  bar  hiff  fucceffio*!,  HtJnry  afoended  thtf 
throne,  by  eleftion>j  adoption*,-  and  herediteity  rights 
.  Thia  prince  who  had  cxpitTienced  both  pr^pc- 
rity  and  adrerfity,  joining  tfee  poKcy  of  a'ftatef*' 
man  to  tlie  courage  of  a  liero,  had  long  caft  his 
eyes  upon  Ireland  (if  w<*  may  beliete  luftoriam^ 
as  a  moft  deiire;{ble  acquifition^  with'  the  vaKie  of 
which  he  did  not  fcem  unacquainted  ^  but  it 
would  hav^been  quitd  incorififljfcnt  i«^idlf  the  poll- 
rical  charaftcr  of  that  prince  to  have  made  an  at- 
tack upon  a  neighbouring  iflanrf,  then  at  peactf 
with  England,  w!tlK)ut  fome*<:aufcof  pretcnfion 
whereon  to  ground  a  quarrel,  and  without  fome 
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favourable  circtirtiftarice  tvhereon  to  ground  the 
rational  hopes  ofconoueftj  and  therefore  he  waited; 
as  we  are  told,  till  fome  opportunity  (hould  oftcr 
t)f  carrying  his  defign  into  ewcutiori,  but  hd 
Waited  in  fuch  a  manner  as  evinced  that  he  wa5  rea- 
dy to  take  advantage  of  the  firft  that  offered* 

Henry  was  in  Aquitaine,  when  Dermcd/king  of 
Leinfter  repaired  to  him,  imploring  in  the  cha-* 
ra(ier  of  a  diftrefled  fovtreign,  his  royal  aid 
againft  his  rebellious  fubjefts,  by  which  alone  hi 
could  hope  to  be  reinftated  in  his  kingdom.- — ^— 
Nothing  could  be  more  welcome  to  the  king  of 
England  than  fuch  an  application  ;  but  he  con- 
tcaicd  his  joy,  gnd  was  very  cautious  how  he 
granted  Dermod's  reqdcft. — Yet  this  caution  did 
hot  arife  from  any  examination  into  thi  merits 
of  the  caufe,  but  rather  from  a  defire  of  trying 
what  advantage  might  be  hoped  from  imierfering 
In  this  quarrel  before  he  abfolutely  engaged  him- 
fclf  and  his  people  in  a  war  with  the  Irilh  natiorti 
for  this  purpofe,  having  received  an  oath  of  fealty 
from'  Dermbd,  who  engaged  to  hold  his  domi- 
hions  as  a  iief  from  the  crown  of  England,  in- 
ftead  of  raifing  an  army  directly  for  the  intended 
Irilh  expedition,  the  wary  rrionarch  gave  him  let- 
ters patent  indited  in  the  following  manner  :- « 

**  Henry,  king  of  England,  duke  of  Normandy 
and  Aquitaine,  and  earl  of  Anjou,  to  all  his  liege- 
men, tnglilh,  Norman,  Welch,  and  Scotch,  and 
to  all  the  nations  under  his  dominion,  greeting* 
— When  riiefe  letters^  fhall  come  to  your  hands, 
know  y^  that  we  have  received  Dermod,  prince  oi 
Leinfter,  into .  the  bofom  of  our  grace  and  bene- 
volence ;  wherefore,  whofoever  in  the  ample  ex- 
tent of  air  our  territories,  fliall  be  willing  to  af- 
Cft  in  relioring  that  prince,  as  our  vafTal  and  liege- 
man,  let  fuch  perfons  know  that  we  dp  hereby 
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grant  to  him  our  lioenc«  aod  favour  for  the  fakl 
unckrtaking."— 

Thcfc  letters  being  expedited,  Dermod  returned 
to  England^    and  fixed  his  refidefke  at  Bfiftol, 
waiting.  oiYly  utl  he  couki  tolIe&»  bf   ybtue  of 
the  parens  fufficicfit  fut^purs  to  enable  him  to 
return  to  Itelaml.    And  k  ^as  fome  tune  before 
he  law  any  profpeffc  of  foccefs  i^-pfobably  he  had 
waited  much  longt^r,  had  not  Richard  Clare,  eafi 
of  P^embroke,   fufnamed  Strongbow,   come  into 
his  interefts^  and  Embarked  in  his  caufe,  on  i 
pr6miie  Dermod  made  him   of  giving  him  his 
daughter  in  marriage^  and  confirming  to  him  the 
right  of  fucceflSon  of  his  kingdom  of  Leinftcr, 
on  condition  that  the  earl  would  ^ith  all  Ipced 
^ut  himfeif  at  the  tead  of  a  ftrong  body  of 
torces,  in  order  to  aflift  in  his  rcftoratwn,— an  of- 
fer too  fair  to  be  refuied  by  that  nobTeman,  ^ho, 
though  one  of*  the  greateft  baronft  in  the  lanc*^ 
was  at  that  time  mucK  embarra^ed   in  his  pri- 
va^  fbrtuhei    which   this   expedition  fccnied  to 
point  out  a  way  for  him  fliddenly  to  retrieve. 
lie?!'        After    this   negociation  cohfirmed  by    mutual 
contraft,    the  Irim  pnncr  kft  Briftol,   arid  pro- 
ceeded towards  Wales  ;  K^^en  engaged  two  per- 
fons  of  great  rank  and  diftinftion  in  liis  caufc'-,— 
thefe  were  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  and  Robert  Fitz  Ste- 
phen, tlie  fons  of  a  pnncefs  of  South- Wales,  who 
had  formerly  had  an  amour  with  king  Henry  the 
Firft  of  England,  and  wai  mother  to  the  earl  of 
Gloucefter.     This  lady  was  afterwards  married  to 
Gerald  of  Windfor,   an  Englifh  knight,  and  tho 
fruits  of  that  marriage  was   Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  v 
after  the  death  of  whofe  father  being  united  to 
Stephen,  conftable  of  Cardigan  caftle,  Fitz-Stc- 
phen  was  the  offspring  of  this  fecond  marriage. 
This  noble  youth,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  father, 
'  fuceceded  to  his  oJEce,  but  being  unfortunately 
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iijiade  prifoner  by  Rice  ap  Gryffiths,  prince  of 
Wales>  he  could  not  obtain  his  rekafe  on  any, 
other  tenxis  than  thcfc  of  joining  his  party.  The 
brothers  therefore  fearing  the  refentment  whiclx 
Henry  might  fhew  towards  their'  family  on  his  re-. 
turn  froqa  Normandy,  judged  it  proper  to  embark 
in  this  expedition,  chufm^  rather  to.encountcf 
&rqigo  dangers,  than  to  nfque  the  fury  of  an 
ofended  monarch.— -^^Befides,  the  terms  which 
Dermod  o$ered  were  too.  advantageous  to  be  re- 
jie&ed,  for  he  promifed  to  give  them  in  fee,  re- 
icnring  homage  to.  himJelf^  me  city  of  Wexford^ 
and  two  cantreds  (or  hundreds)  adjoining,  if  they 
would  levy  a  band  of  men  to  aflift  him  in  his. 
Undertaking.  And  when  the  prince  had  received 
their  aflurances  of  accepting  his  propofal,  he  went 
over  to  Leinitcr,  where  he  lay  concealed  in  the 
nionaftery  of  Femes,  on  the  watch  foe  intelligence, 
and  holding  an  underhand  correfpondence  with 
fuch  of  his  partifans  as  he  judged  might  properly 
be  confided  in.  There  he  palled  the  winter  o^ 
that  yean  But  as  he  found  by  what  he  could 
learn,  that  the  province  had  been  in  a  very  un- 
ietded  date  fmce  his  retreat,  and. all  things  feemed 
to  favour  his  purpolc,  he  fcnt  very  early  the  next 
fpring  td  haften  the  coming  of  Fitz-Stephen  and 
his  brother  with  their  Welch  forces,  ordering  his 
xhelTenger  to  treat  likewilc  with  all  fuch  perfons,  of 
any  nation  or  degree  as  were  willing  to  enlift  un- 
der his  banners,  by  which  condua  a  ifmall  band 
of  Welch,  and  Flemings  fettled  in  Wales,  were 
drawn  together,  who  immediately  embarked  and 
arrived  fafely  in  Ireland.  With  thefe  he  inade 
fome  attempts  which  were  likely  to  procure  him 
little  advantage,  becaufe  Fitz-Stephen  and  Fitz- 
gerald were  not  then  ready  to  join  him  with  their 
forces:  however,  the  monarch  of  Ireland  who  had 
ai&tnbled  his  trpops  in  order  to  oppofe  him,  af* 
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xtt  a  fkirmilh  otdjto,  wks'broiight  to  a  treaty,  6y* 
which  Dcrmod  was  allowed  the  paSeffion  of  xen 
<?ahtrcds  or  hundreds  out  of  thirty-one  in  the  pro- 
'^ince  of  Leinfter,  cm  fubmitting  to  the  monarch 
and  paying  O'Rourk  an  hundred  oufices  of  gold,- 
^r  his-  proteftion. — Hoftagcs  being  given,  on  the 
mrt  of  Dermod^  ft)r  the  fecurity  of  bis  fuoarc  fide-^ 
lity,  the  Irifti  army  was  drawn  off,  and  he  was 
left  in  quiet  poffcffion  of  all  that  had  bee»  al- 
lowed him  by  the  treaty.  Some  tfene  after  indeed 
Roderic  again  aAcmbied  his  forces  in  confequenccr 
of  an  information  he  received  of  a  great  body  of 
Englifh  being  landed ;  but  as  he  foon  found  by^ 
^ore  certain  intelligence  tliat  this  piece  of  newi 
Was  premature,  be  lialtily  dilbanded  them,  which 
fcft  the  kingdom  more  open  ta  the  fxibicqacnt 
kivafion.  ^ 

For  in  the  beginniiig  of  May  that  year;  whicJr 
^as  as  foon  as  they  could  get  their  preparatioff 
ready,  Fitz  Stephen-,  with  thirty  knights  of  hi< 
own  following,  fixty  men  at  arms^  and  three 
hundred  flcilful  archers,  CDllefted  iit  Soutfe  Wales, 
landed  on  an  iftand  in  BanoUgh  bay,  hear  Wex- 
ford. With  him  eame  Hervey  of  Mountmau- 
rice,  and  the  next  day  Maurice  de  Prendregaft^ 
a  knight  of  Pembroke,  knded  at  the  fame  place, 
with  ten  horfemen  and  i  body  of  archers.  The 
earl  and  Fitz-Geraki  ptomifing  to  follow  as  foor* 
as  their  levies  Hiould  be  completed. 

As  foon  as  Dermod  heard  that  thefe  fyccour^ 
were  landed,  he  lent  one  of  his  fons  to  meet  them, 
and  foon  after  appeared  himfelf,  at  the  head  of 
five  hundred  of  his  beft  provincial  .troops.-s— And 
after  having  received  an  oath  of  fealty  from  the 
foreigners,  led  them  to  alTault  the  city  o{  Wex- 
ford. The  place  was  inhabited  by  the  Oftmca 
(or  Eafterlings)  who  at  firft,  to  the  number  of 
two  thoufand^  made  a  fally  with  fliew  of  great  re- 
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iiftancQ  i  but  feeing  the  .eycdieat  difpofition  of  the 
enemies  troops,  and  -iftoniflied  at  the  glittering  of 
their  arms,  wtiicii  wc4c  far  f\\perior  to  their  own, 
both  for  ufe  and  ornanoirot,  llruck  with  tcrrorV 
xhey  receded,  and,  fettiiig  fire  to  their  fuburb^ 
threw  themfelves  into  tlie  town  with  precipitaaQi:^ 
Encouraged  by  their  fuccefs,  the  alHcs  mad^a  fur 
rious  attack  on  the  placc>  but  were  repijlicd  with 
great  bravery.— IJpon  thi«  they  burned  the  Ihips 
lying  before  the  town,  and  ^fitting  for  the  prefenjt 
irom  their  enterprife,  retreated,  without  the  ollmco 
daring  to  follow  or  interrupt  thexn. 

The  next  day,  after  maffes  having  been  laid  in 
•order  to  implore  the  hlefling  of  Hcavcji  upon  this 
unjull  undertaking,  the  troops  again  approached 
the  walk,  but  in  a  more  cautious  manner,  as  if  they 
intended  to  fap  them ;  v/hen  the .  citizens  ^not- 
.withftandiog  they  had  before  repulfed  the  alTailants) 
fcarfijg  every  thing  from  their  milicary  ikill  and 
refolution,  made  a  motion  to /irapitubte,  and  two 
Jrifk  biihops .  being  choieni  ^o  mediate  for  them 
with  Dernaod,  obtained  ^  .peaccit  on  condition 
of  their  furrendering  the  place,  and  giving  hoflages 
^or  their  future  obedience  and  good  behaviour, 
.lender  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Lcinfter. 

Thus  was  Wexford  taken,  which  Dermod,  ac- 
.cording  to  his  promife,  be&owed  with  the  two  ad- 
joining caorreds  on  Fitz-Srephen  for  him  and  his 
brother,  giving  Harvey  of  Mountmaurice  two  other 
xantreds  on  the  fea  coall,  in  reward  for  his  fervices. 
— ^Thus  that  prince  began  already  to  parcel  out  the 
lands  to  foreigners,  refolving  to  fparc  no  bounty 
that  might  win  them  to  continue  the  war,  in  the 
.courie  of  which  he  thought  he  might  weU  recom- 
penfe  himfelf  for  any  lands  refigned  to  them,  by  the 
-power  and  dominion  he  hoped  to  acquire,  as  he 
aimed  ftt  no  Icfs  than  to  conquer  province  after 
^province,  and  to  make  himfelf 'more  effectually 
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than  any  had  been  before  him^  real  and  abfolute 
monarch  of  Ireland. 

The  people  of  Ofibry  pat  felt  his  fury.  FitZr 
Patrick,  their  prince,  had  intrenched  hirafetf  in 
fuch  a  manner  among  the  woods  and  bo^  in  th« 
interior  parts  of  his  country,  that  the  joint  force  of 
the  men  of  Lcinfter^  and  their  Englilh  auxiliaries, 
was  not  fufficient  to  diflodge  him-,  but  his  troops 
growing  bolder  from  the  frequent  repulfes  thcjf 
Enemies  fuftained,  foi^ot  what  was  their  proper  fc- 
curity,  and  raftily  fallymg  forth  into  the  open  plain, 
were  foon  routed  wijh  a  great  flaughter.  Yet,  be? 
ing  purfued,  they  made  again  a  defperate  (land, 
and  lo  cmbarraflcd  the  Engfifh  in  a  marfliy  ground, 
that  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  they  de* 
livered  themfelves  by  their  own  fkill  and  valour, 
their  Irifh  allies  having  deferred  them,  and  with- 
drawn till  tte  danger  was  over,  when  they  ap- 
peared again,  and  joined  with  great  ardour  in  the 
purfuit  of  a  flying  cnenjy. 

If  we  may  believe  what  is  related  concerning  the 
king  of  Leinfter*s  behaviour  that  day,  it  muft  give 
us  the  higheft  idea  of  his  cruel  and  barbarous  diP- 
pofirion.  Two  hundred  heads  being  cut  off  a|id 
brought  to  him  in  the  midft  of  the  aAion,  he  is 
faid  to  have  leaped  for  joy,  and  to  have  abufed  the 
earof  Heaven  with  an  impious  a£t  of  enthufiafm.*- 
Lifting  hi3  bloody  harjds  towards  the  fties,  he  fang 
aloud  a  hymn  of  thankfgiving  over  the  mangled 
remains  or  thofe  unfortunate  men,  whom  his  am- 
bition had  brought  to  an  yntimel^  end.  At  the 
fame  time  that,  tranfported  with  a  rage  better  be- 
coming a  wild  beaft  than  a  warrior,  he  bit  off  the 
fiofe  and  lips  from  the  face  of  one  of  thofe  whom 
fiioft  he  hated,  A  fhocking  inftance  of  the  cffeds 
of  an  unbounded  paffion,  joined  to  a  moft  favage 
]ai)d  iinplacable  fpirit,  which  could  occafion  a  man 
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to  carry  his  rcfentments  beyond  death  ijcjelf,  and  to 
<lirgrace  tlie  very  name  of  humanity. 

The  Britifh  allies  of  Dermod  mirft  doaahtlefs 
have  beheld  this  fhocking  and  impious  behaviour 
with  aftoniftmenti  but  it  is  one  of  the  evil  effefts 
of  war  too  inpch  to  fteel  the  bread  againft  the  ten- 
der fecBn^s  •,  and  notwithftanding  the  maxim  which 
Its  votaries  fo  ftrongly  inculcate,  *'  That  generofity 
and  compaHion  arc  always  the  concomitants  of  true 

*  Jieroifm  \* — yet  it  is  certain  they  are  not  always  t^e 
concomitants  of  a  warlike  difpofition  •,  and  how* 
'cver  the  auxiliaries  of  the  king  of  *  Leinfter 
might  have  difapproved  his  favage  tranlport,  yet 
were  they  too  much  accuftdmed  to  fcenes  of  blood 
and  horror,  to  think  of  hazarding  a  breach  with 
liim  by  their  rebukes  or  pubjiic  difapprobation 
of    his  indecent    carriage-,  —  on    the  contrary^ 

•'wc  find  that  they  joined  with  hmi,  haad  and  heart, 
in  the  acquifition  of  new  conquefts,  rafhcr  rdoicing; 
in  the  warlike  fpirit  of  their  ally,  jhan  ftruac  with 
liorror  at  the  thoughts  of  hjs  trud  and  farage  dif- 
pofidon. 

*  But  while  thcfe  things  were  tranfa&ed  in  one  part 
of  Ireland,  the  monarch  iiad  bufied  himfelf  in  call- 
ing a  council  to  confide  00  fhe  pofture  of  affairs, 
in  another.  The  re^fult  of  the  confultation  was, 
that  an  army  (hould  immediately  be  afleml?Hed,  to 
<dicck  the  progrefs  of  Derm<Jd  and  the  foreijgners^ 
and  Roderic  was  now  advancing  faft  upon  theni 
^th  his  forces.  As  foon  as  this  was  known,  many 
of  the  Irilh  forfook  the  ftandard  of  the  king  ctf 
Leinfter ;  but  Fitz-Stephen,  and  his  followers,  re- 
mained ftill  firmly  fix^  to  his  party. — However, 
hearing  what  preparations  had  been  made  aga-inft 
the.n,  taking  example  by  the  jiatives  themielves, 
they  retired  to  a  valley  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Femes,  which  was  encompafled  with  woods  and 
togs,    where   they  meant    to    make    a  refolute 
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dcfence.---»Roderic  coming  up^  and, finding  them 
thus  polled,  did  not  chufe  to  make  an  attack  upon 
them  till  he  had  firft  tried  what  might  be  done  by 
negociation  •,  and  accordingly  endeavoured,  by  all 
the  arcs  he  was  mafter  of,  to  make  a  feparate  peace 
with  eitl^r  of  the  parties  *.  But  in  this  defign  he 
mifcarried,  for  neither  party  would  liften  to  his 
propofals-,  whereupon  he  prepared  for  a  battle,  but 
the  fame  of  the  Britons,  and  th.e  ftrength  of  their 
,  camp  tending  to  difpirit  his  men,  by  the  interpo- 
fition  of  fome  ecclefiafticsi  who  imagined  that  they 
forefaw  in  this  fpirit  of  oppoficion  the  ruin. of  their 
country,  (though,  in  eftea,  it  would  have  been  the 
only  nneans  to  preferve  it)  the  monarch  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  renew  the  negociaii;:)n,  even  after  he 
had  di^ofed  all  things  for  the  attack.  In  ccnfc- 
quence  of  the  Utuanqn  of  Derinod,  a  tfeatv  was 
accordingly  made,-  by  the  terms  of  which  it  wa3 
agreed — That  he  fhogld  be  reftorcd  to  his  king- 
dom of  Leinfter,  which  he  was  to  hold  uncfcr 
fealty  to  Rodcric,  as  monarch  of  Ireland ;  and,  in 
return,  he  promifed  to  call  over  no  more  foreignecs 
4nto  the  ifland,  by  a  fecret  article,  alfo  ftipulaung  to 

gfit 


•  On  this  occafion,  ftoderit  is 
hid  to  liMe  i'ent  ^itt-Stephen  tke 
followiiQ  letter:  —  *'  The  Britont 
toay  not  by  law  of  arms  difplay  their 
rh6gn>  in  fonei^i^  poflefions,'  ner 
^ifpofliefs  the  lawful  heirs  erf  their 
inberiunce  i  but  they  are,  with  li- 
cence t>f  the  Irilhy  rp  pack  home. 
It  is  a  blemifh  to  their  nation  to  give 
«i(l  9ii  a  /hameful  fz& ;    ntither  may 

.fhf  lechery  of  Dermod  be  fnantlcd 
under  Britiih  cloaks.  Wherefose  dc^ 
^ar^  and  farfsk^  him  that  is  for- 
Uk9a  of  God  and  man  ^  and  hiere. 
By  my  meH'enger,  recuvc  to  defray 
ytur  chargea,  and  traivrpott  you  to 

■  Vour  native  foil." 

To  this  addrefs  Fite-Stephen,  who 
«ru  rtffolved  by  no  mtknt  to  foi^ake 
Deixnodf  or  to  quit  his  hope  of  con- 
jBueft  in  Ireland,  returned  thii  an- 

•MvcTj  whicl^  the  c^juiid  reader  will 


fadly  perceive,  without  my  obferra- 
tloa  upon  it,  to  be  'founded  on  prin- 
ciples fiaught  with  faUe  argumeou  \ 
and  tho*  written  at  a  time  when  the 
writer  was  in  cmbatraflmenta,  yet 
breatiiing  defiance,  and  replete  with  all 
the  infolence  of  a  dilHainful  conqueror. 
**  youf  pr«fent  I  will  not  ac- 
cept }  nor-  will  I  hrttk  the  faith 
and  troth  I  haye  promifed  to  fny 
-friend  Dennod :  he  forfakct  not  rm, 
1  will  not  forfake  hixo,  neither  leave 
him  diftrefled.  Vou  fpeak  of  le- 
chery; what  is  that  among  martial 
men?  I  hear  you  have  baftards 
yourfclf.  To  what  end  is  your  cm- 
bafly  ?  If  Rodcric  ^ve  counfel,  we 
need  it  not;  if  he  prophcfy,  we 
oredit  not  his  orack;  u  he  com' 
maad  as  a  prince,  we  obey  not. his 
authority ;  if  he  threaten  as  an  ent- 
my,  a  fig  for  his  monarchy  I** 
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^t  rid  of  thpfc,  who  were  already  with  him,  ^s  loon 
uis  he  Ihould  be  jpeacfcably  fettled  in  his  pofleflions;; 
^,  aniongft  other  hoftagfs  for  the  performance  of 
jchis  promilr,  t1\c king otLejnfter delivered  his  own 
fon  into  the  hands  of  the  monarch,  who,  havins 
concluded  this  <rcaty^  withdrew  with  all  his  army.    * 

But  Maurice  Fitz-Ger?ild  fooh  after  lahding  at 
Wexford  v/ith  ;en  kflishts  and  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  horftmeh  and  archers,  Dermod,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  what  had  pafled  between  the 
tuoaarch  lyad  nirafclf,  received  this  new  ally  with 
^reat.  joy,  and  imfriediately  engaged  his  afliftance 
in  the  execution  of  a  defign  he  had  formed  of  lay- 
ing w^fte  the  territories  of  publin,  in  revenge  for 
.an  affront  the  Eafterlings,  who  inhabited  that  dif- 
jLriii,  had  given  to  his  umily,  by  revolting  from.jiis 
father,   to,  whom  they  had  promifed  fealty,    but 
jivhom  they  killecj,  and  afterwards,  by  way  of  in* 
ilignity^  buried  his  body  with  tliat  of  a  dog.     Of-  ' 
fences  of  thb  kind  are  feldom  forgotten,  and  Der- 
mod was  fo  far  from  adopting  the  Chriftian  maxim 
of  forgiving  an  injury,  that  it  was  his  greatefl:  hap* 
binds' when  he  pould  alkdge  one,  by  way  of  colour 
tor.  invading  the    territories'  of  his    neighbour*. 
Therefore,  lor  thi^  ill  treatment  of  his  father,  and 
(otnc  other  naorc  recent  offences,  he  ravaged  the 
lands  of  the  citizens,  and  put  many  innocent  and 
ojnarmcd  perfpns  to  ,the  fword.     But,  for  this  time, 
^tbcy  were  delivered  frcwn  his  fury  by  a  refolution  he 
had  formed  to  •  afTift  Donald,  prince  of  Limerick, 
who  was  bis  ibn-ln-law,  and  who  was  now  in  open 
arins  againli  Roderic,   {though  Roderic  was  his 
own  brother)  on  account  of  a  difpute  between  them 
concerning  thjs  divifion  of  Munfter  between  himfelf 
and  Mac  Carthy,  prince  of  Defmond.     For  this 
rcafon  Dermod  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  Oft* 
men,  by  which  he  confented  to  leave  the  govern- 
jneru  of  Dublin  to  their  countryman  Hafculf,  and 
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immediately  difpatched  Fitz  Sc^ibcn  to  the  aid  of 
the  prince  of  Limerick;  by  wl\ich  means  the  latter 
was  enabled  to  (uvpon  himfelf  againft  Roderic,  who^ 
after  feveral  deteats,  retired  into  the  province  of 
Connaught. 

,  When  Dermod  confidered  thefc  fucceflcs,  he  bc^ 
gan  to  be  impatient  to  purfue  his  firft  defign  of 
afpii^ing  to  the  Irifh  monarchy,  which  feme  of  his 
anceftors  had  enjoyed.  But  communicating  his 
dcfign  to  Fitz-Stephen  and  Fitz-Gerald,  they  ad- 
vifed  him  for  the  prefent  to  fit  down  contented 
witJi  what  he  had  already  gained,  till  more  forces 
fhould  arrive  from  Britain  ;  and,  •  in  the  interim, 
as  the  mbft  likely  method  of  forwarding  his 
fcheme,  they  perfuaded  him  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
earl  of  Pembroke,  preffing  him  to  bring  over 
now  (in  the  autumn)  thofe  forces  which  He  had 
promifed  to  land  in  die  fpring  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  informing  him  of  his  good  fuccels,  and  in- 
timating that  if  he  would  come  over  fpeedihr,  the 
conqueft  of  all  Ireland  was  not  a  bufinefs  too 
great  for  them  in  confort  to  attempt. 

The  earl  received  this  letter  with  greit  pleai- 
fure ;  but  conceivmg  that  what  had  been  done  al- 
ready was  rather  ftretching  the  power  granted  in 
king  Henry*s  patent,  before  he  embarked  for  Ire- 
land, he  went  to  Normandy,  where  he  fought  out 
that  prince,  and  alked  his  permilTion  to  accept  the 
invitation  that  Dermod  had  offered  him.  To 
this  requeft  Henry  returned  an  equivocal  anfwcr, 
which,  however,  the  earl  very  poUtickly  chofc  to 
conftrue  into  a  grant  of  his  petition  •,  and  ac- 
cordingly,  coming  back  to  England,  he  waited  an 
opportunity  of  embaHcing  on  this  expedition.  In 
the  May  following  he  feot  before  him  a  band  of 
knights  and  archers  ynder  the  command  of  Ray- 
mond, a  gentlem^  of  his  own  houfhold,  who  was 
related  to  Fitz-Stephen  and  Fitz-Gerald  &  but  thefe 
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liati  no  fooncr  hndcd  near  Watcrford,  than  the 
townfmen  under  the  conduft  of  OTaolan^  a  chief 
of  Munftcr,  attacked  a  fort  which  they  had 
haftily  railed  of  turf  and  wood,  thinking  cafily 
<o  ftonn  it,  and  at  once  to  ctufh  thefe  invaders. 
And  this  they  certainly^  JTiigHt  have  done,  if  they 
had  made  the  aflault  with  vttyan  troops,  or  be- 
haved wkh  more  caution  in  the  aftion.  But  Ray- 
n)ond,  perceiving  they  advanced  very  diforderlyi 
and  holding  them  in-  great  contempt,  marched  di- 
•reftly  out  of  the  fortrcft  to  give  them  battle. — 
He  fct  upoft  them  in  the  oben  fitld;  where  they 
were  drawn  out  to  the  numoer  of  about  two  hun- 
/ired,  with  gi'eat  impetuofity,  but  he  foon  found  his 
miftake,  for  they  received  and  returned  his  chai^ 
with  equal  firmnefs  and  ardolir,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  retreat  and  fcek  the  fort  with  more  hafte  than 
he  had  left  it.  The  puriuers  followed  fo  clofely  that 
4iis  4bidier^  had  not  time  to  clofe  the  ^ates,  and  the 
.encnw  being  abfolutcly  on  the  point  of  enter- 
ing with  them,  it  wa^  plain  that  there  could  be 
no  fafety  any  4onger  in  flight.  Driven  to  this  ex- 
treme, therefoi-e,  Tike  a  flag  at  bay,  Raymond  fud- 
denly  faced  about,  and  called  to  his  followers  to 
do  the  fame.^ — Their  fituation  was  argument  fuf- 
^cient  to  prevail  upon  then)  to  obey  him  :  all 
thofe  therefore  who  'were  eagerly  crowding  to  get 
into  the  fort,  turning  unexpciSedly,  attacked  the 
enemy,  who  bei^g  difordered  with  the  purfuit,  and 
httle  (beaming  of  fuch  a  charge  frotn  the  flying 
^bops,  were  Toon  repulfcd  an?  overcome  by  the 
forced  valour  of  thofe  whom  they  hac}  driven  to 
defpairi — and  now  recqiJing  in  their  turn,  fell 
back  on  thdfe  in  their  rear,  (for  though  only  two 
hundred  had  advanced  to  the  attack,  yet  they 
were  but  a  part  of  a  much  greater  body  of  men, 
who  were  ready  to  fupport  them)  The  confequenop 
was  ^oofufion,  to  increafe  which  Raymond  again 
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faUicd  forth,  and  attacked  the  whole  army  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  the  rput  becaine  general,  and  he  gained 
a  cx)mplete  vidkory  over  all  their  forces.  Above 
five  hundred  were  ci^t  in  pieces  in  the  purfuit,  ft 
great  number  were  drowQ(ec|>  ^nd  ieveral  of  the 
|)rincipal  citizens  ma^e  prifoners. 

But  the  glory  of  this  viftDiy  was  fullied  by  the 
barbarous  ufage  of  theie  unhappy  captives,  whom 
thov^  Raym^d  was  inclined  to  fpare,  they  were 
put  to  death  at  the  bftigation  of  Hervy  de  Mpunir 
maurice,  being  cond^nined  to  have  their  limbs 
broken,  and  then  to  bq  qift  into  the  fea ;  a 
moft  inhuman  fentence^  which  was  accordingly 
executed  in  all  it^  riguor  ^  a  cruel  puniihment, 
inflided  on  men  for  no  other  cauie  than  bc- 
caufe  they  drove  to  defend  their  own  poflefions, 
and  annoy  the  profeft  invaders  of  their  property  !— 
And  a  crime  which,  as  a  ti>odern  writer  obfcrves, 
!the  majefty  of  the  king  on  his  arrival  ought  tqxA 
ievereiy  to  have  punifhed ! 

When  the  earl  of  Pembroke  had  completed  hk 
levies  in  South- Wales,  he  led^  his  men  to  Milford 
.Haven,  where,  whejn  he  was  JMft  ready  to  embark 
,them,  he  received  a  pofitive  order  from  king  Hcmy 
to  go  no  farther.  Jiut,  animated  with  the  hopes 
of  atchieving  honoij^r,  aad  gaining  great  acquifi- 
dons,  Strohgbow  (lighted  the  order,  and  proceeding 
on  his  voyage,  landed  on  the  twenty-third  of  Au^ 
guft  near  Waterfbrd,  without  oppofition  *,  the  iiw 
habitants  having  fhut  tbemlelves  up  in  the  town 
ever  fince  their  defeat,  and  the  English  in  the  foft 
hcxfig  mailers  of  the  open  country. 

The  earl  allowed  his  trnops  but  a  day*s  refrefh^ 
ment  before  he  attacked  the  town,  without  wak- 
ing fpr  Dermod's  joining  him,  being  willing  to 
{lave  all  the  honour  of  fuch  an  enterprise  eor 
itirely  to  himfclf, — He  took  it  by  ftorm,  and  when 
the  ftreets  were  Med  with  Wood  and  flaughter, 
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the  Danes  rttrcaringto  a  ftrong  tower,  the  eafl  todii 
that  alfo,  and  made  Reginald,  the  Danifli  governor 
prifoner.  After  this  exploit,  (Dermod,  Fit:^  Ste- 
phen, and  their  troops  arriving,)  he  claimed  thrf 
king's  promife,  efpoufed  his  daughter  Eva  that  very 
day,  and  the  night  wasfpent  in  feftiyity  and  fejoicingJ 
though  the  morning  had. opened  with  fcenes  of 
war  and  bloodlhed.-^Thus  Dermod  kept  his  word 
widi  Strongbow ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  foimda-* 
tions  of  the  claim  of  the  Englifli  kings  to  the 
dominion  of  Ireland,  the  earl  having  afterward^ 
fcfigned  his.  pretenfions  in  that  ifl^nd  to  his  fa* 
-vcreign. 

But  while  the  king  of  Leinfter  was  thus  tri- 
umphing at  WaterfOTd,    he  received  intelligence 
that  his  prefence  was  highly  neccflary  in  anothelr 
quarter ;  for  Hafculf  whom  he  had  left  governor 
OT  Dublin,' had  revoked  and  had  drawn  to  his 
fide  a  vaft  number  of  the  Irifh,  \frho  formed  ^ 
a  large  army,  while  the  monarch  lay  encamped  at 
no  great  diftanee  from  the  city.    iTherefore  the 
kinginftantly  fctlprward  with  the  principal  part 
of  his  forces,  arid)  .^  very  expediuous  marches 
through  windings  along  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  roads  unoccupied  by  the  Irilh,  they  ar- 
lived  before  Dublin^  which  Hafculf  had  fortified 
as  well  as  he  could.— 'But  at  this  junAufe  th« 
monarch  very  unwifely  railed  his  camp,  in  ordef 
to  quell  Donald  O'Brian,  who,  by  the  mtelHgence 
he  had  juft  then  received,  was  laying  Connaught 
waftc.— This  Was  a  very  imprudent  ftep,  as  the 
event  proved,  for  Hafculf  having  trufted  moi'e  td 
the  Irilh  army  than  to  his  own  garrifon  of  fortifi- 
cations, began  to  treat  of  peace  as  foon  as  they 
retired ;  but  while  this  negociation  was  going  for- 
ward  on  one  fide  of  the  ciry.  Miles  Cogan  entered 
it  by  a  breach  on  the  other,  and  a  terrible  flaugh- 
ter  of  the  citizens  was  begun,  while  the  inhabitants 
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who  were  ofF  their. guard,  thinking  a  peace  as 
good  as  concluded,  were  not  in  a  condition  to. 
make  any  defence.  The  governor  himfelf,-  ho«<^ 
ever  efcaped,  with  many  of  the  principal  people^ 
retirating  to  their  (hipping,  which,  by  the  oenefic 
of  a  favouring  gale,  u>on  tranfported  them  to  the 
Orkney"  iflanib.*A-Thc  city  was  plundeird,  and  the 
maifacrt  continued  till  Dermod  himlelf  forbad  it, 
wKot  by  the  advice  of  Strongbow*  gave  the  go- 
vernment of  it  to  Miles  Cogan,  after  which  the 
allies  turned  their  anns.to  other  parts,  laying  wafte 
the  territory  of  Meath,  the  government  of  which 
had  been  siven  to  O'Rourk  by  the  tnbnarch,  and 
cxpeUing  the  prince  of  OHpry  and  pther  chiefs 
from  their  lands,  carrying  terror  and  difmay. 
wherever  they  went :  on  which  account  Roderic 
fent  Dermod  the  following  letter  :—  . 

"  Agaihft  the  purport  of  the.  treaty  conckdctf 
between  us,  ypu  have  called  over  a  ^reat  num* 
ber  of  foreignei^  imo  d^  countrv  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  while  you  kept  within  the  limits  of 
your  own  kingdom  of  Leinftcr,  wc  bore  it  pa- 
tiently. But  linccf  regardlefs  of  your  oath,  or 
compaflioci  for  your  hoftage  delivered  ipto  our 
hands^  you  have  infolently  paited  tlie  bounds  pre-* 
fcribed,  aUd  the  confines  of  your  country,  we 
give  you  nodce  either  to^  reftrain  in  future  .the 
cxcurfions  of  the  foreigners,  or  expeft  tfiat  we  will 
mofl  certainly  fend  you  the  head  d[  your  ion,  cut 
off  by  our  commana." 

But  it  was  too  late  for  threats  tp  work  up  the 
mind  of  Dermod.— By  the  help  of  his  allies  he 
thought  himfelf  fecure  of  conqucft  and  therefore 
made  anfwcr.  That  he  would  not  lay^  down  hii 
arms  till  he  had  conquered  all  Cohnaught,  and  ac^ 
quired  for  himfelf  the  monarchy  of  Ireland,  which 
he  claimed  from  his  grandfather,  Murtogh  O'Brian. 

Hiftorians 

-  "^  ^  He  af^emrards  returned  from  thence,  tnd  made  an  attack  opon  DaUui> 

tut  beiflg  taken  piiloior^  had  hit  head  fknask  off  by  the  EngUih. 
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Hiftorians  differ  in  their  account  of  Rodericks 
condud  in  confequence  of  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter ;  but,  according  to  xht  bed  accounts,  Roderic 
ivas  too  merciful  to  execute  his  threat,  which  if  he 
had  done,  though  the  innocent  muft  have  fuffered 
for  the  guil^,  yet  mod  certainly  he  would  have 
been  jumfied  by  the  laws  of  arms,  which  were 
more  obferved  at  that  time,  than  thofe  of  juftice 
lind  humanity.—* 

The  clergy  of  Ardmagh  being  convened  in 
^uncil,  it  was  mentioned  that  certain  Irifli  pirates 
having  taken  fome  Englilh  children,  and  enQaved 
them^  this  had  drawn  down  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  upon  the  nation,  and  given  the  Englilh  a 
pretence  for  invading  the  ifland,  upon  which  fug- 
geftion  a  command  was  immediately  iflued  ^^  That 
all  Englifh  flaves  in  the  whole  extent  of  Ireland 
!hould  prefcntly  be  fet  free/' 

About  thb  time,  Henry  whow  as  much  offended, 
at  Strongbow's  contempt  of  his  royal  orders,  and 
ftill  n^ore  jealous  of  his  conquefts  in  Ireland,  pub- 
lilhed  an  ediA  forbidding  the  Englifh  to  carry  on 
any  commerce  with  that  ifland,  and  moreover  or- 
dering all  his  fubjefts  who  had  refoned  thither, 
to  return  to  their  native  country  by  the  enfuing 
Eafler,  on  pain  of  perpetual  bamihment,  and 
confifcation  of  all  their  effects* 

The  earl  being  much  difconcerted  at  this  event, 
(which  however  one  fhould  think  was  no  more 
than  might  be  expefted  from  a  mafter  of  Henry's 
ambitious  fpirit)  difpatched  Raymond  to  that  mo- 
narch, who  was  then  in  Normandy,  with  a  fub- 
mifllve  letter,  which  concluded  thus  : 

**  Whatfocver  the  favour  of  Fortune  may  have 
beftowed  on  me,  of  the  patrimony  of  Dermod  or  any 
other,  as  I  owe  it  entirely  to  your  royal  munifi- 
cence^  fo  fliall  it  all  return  to  you  and  be  dirpore4 
of  according  to  your  abfolute  will  and  pleafure/' 

In 
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In  the  interim  Dermod  made  another  cxpeditiort 
inta  0*Rourk's  county,  in  attempting  to  dorm 
whofe  camp  he  was  repulfed  with  lofs  and  diigrace, 
and  returned  to  Leinfter,  leaving  his  friend  Donald 
0*Melachlin  to  c^pofe'O^Rourk,'  whoni  the  latter 
quickly  drove  out  of  the  province. 

In  the  midft  of  this  war,  kindled  by  his  own  un- 
governed  paffion,  died  this  Dermod,  king  of  Leinfter, 
who  ^ter  having  made  ule  of  thd  moft  unjufti&able 
methods  of  obtaining  the  fuprieme  dominion  of 
Ireland,  was  obliged  to  leave  his  projeft  unfinifhed, 
fcaving.  execut(i4  juft  (p  much  of  it  as  rendered  his 
memory  odious  to  all  good  men,  and  contributed 
to  the  final  overthrow  of  a  kingdom,  which  had 
iaftcd  for  nmny  ages,  and  had  repelled  the  moft 
scrrible  invafions* 

On  Dcrmod's  deceaic,  tl  c  earl  of  Pembroke  im- 
mediately took  poCcffion  of  his  private  eftate,  and 
of  the  government  of  Leinfterj  arid  marched  im: 
mediately  to  Dublin,  in  order  to  get  his  title  recog- 
nized i  but  now  he  found  a  great  falling  off  among 
the  Irifh  chiefs,  fcarccly  any  of  whom  chofe  to 
acknowlolge  or  aflift  him,  which  the  monarch  per- 
ceiving, quickly  levied  a  great  force,  ^nd  beficge4 
him  in  Dublin. — In  the  mean  while,  pitz-Stephcn, 
governor  of  Wexford^  having  grcs^riy  we&kened 
his  garrifon  by  detaching  troops  to  his  afTiftance, 
the  Irilji  took  the  fort  j  and  having  llain  many  of 
his  foldiers,  made  Fitz  Stephen  hirhfelf  prifcner. 

And  now  Dublin  was  invefted  by  fea  and  land  ;* 
for  the  chief  of  the  Ifle  of  Mm^^by  Roderic's  foli* 
citation,  blocked  up  the  harbour,  and  the*  con- 
querors, in  their  turn,  began  to  be  diftref&d, 
and  offered  to  capitulate,  on  condition  thac 
Strongbow  fhould  be  permitted  to  hold  Leinfter 
as  a  feudatory  tenure  of  Roderic,  who,  in  cqnfe- 
quence  of  this  fubmiffion,  was  to  draw  off  bis 
irmy  and  raife  the  ficg<:  immediately. 
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But  the  Irilh  being  flulhed  with  the  hopes  of  en- 
tirely extirpating  the  foreigners,  refufed  to  grant 
thofc  terms^  and  Rodcric  Tent  word  to  the  earl 
by  the  archbifhop  whom  he  had  employed  to 
treat  of  the  capitulation,  That  unlefs  he  would 
furrcndcr  Dublin,  Wateiford,  and  Wexford,  to- 
gether with  all  his  fortified  caftles,  and  pro- 
mifc,  on  a  day  appointed,  to  quit  the  ifland 
with  all  his  men,  he  would  immediately  ftorm  the 
city.  This  anfwcr  threw  the  whole  aflembly  in- 
to confulion,  who,  on  the  one  hand,  were  mortified. 
to  the  laft  degree  with  the  thoughts  of  fubmitt- 
ing  to  fuch  terms,  whilit,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
could  not  but  be  terrified  «t  the  fate  which 
kcmed  ing»pending  over  their  heads,  in  cafe  they 
0iould  rej^  them  ;  for  they  had  little  mercy  to 
expeft  from  the  Irifh  if  the  city  fhould  be  taken 
by  afiault,  and  perhaps  they  did  not  think  there  was 
much  fafety  in  a  reliance  upon  their  promiies,  if 
laying  down  all  their  power,  they  fhould  deliver 
themfelves  entirely  into  their  hands  ;  and  it  was^ 
doing  little  lefs  to  give  up  the  places  which  Ro* 
deric  demanded  of  them.  All  the  Englifii  were 
in  this  dilemma,  when  Miles  Cosan,  a  man  of 
great  addrefs,  who  had  been  the  chief  inftrumenc 
of  taking  Dublin,  exclaimed^  *'  We  are  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  able  wtn  •,  our  bcft  remedy 
i^  to  make  a  fally,  which  is  leaft  expefted  by 
the  enemy  ;  and  I  hope,  by  thegoodneis  of  God, 
that  we  fhall  have  the  vi^ory,  or  at  leaft  die 
with  honour,  and  I  defire  that  I  may  be  the  firfl: 
man  to  atuck  their  quarters." 

This  advice  being  approved  by  the  council  of 
war,  immediate  orders  were  given  for  the  chiefs 
to  put  their  men  in  order,  the  whole  number 
amounting  only  to  fix  hundred.— Miles  Cogan  was 
appointed  to  lead  the  van,  Raymond  commanded 
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the  centre,  and  the  carl  of  Pembroke  brought  up  the 
Kar.  Thus  difpc^fed,  they  marched  dircdly  co« 
wards  the  Iriih  camp,  which  they  atxacked  with 
fuch  •  fory  that  the  enemy  being  quite  unprepared, 
Quickly  ^ave  w;ay^  and  wett  put  to  flight, .  haying 
one  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  flain,  and  leaving 
their  camp  together  with  xh^ir  baggage  and  {>ro-. 
vifion  behind  them,  to  the  difpoial  of  xhcficmn 
querors,  who  loll  (it  is  iaid)  but  one  man  in  the 
action.  Thus  was  the  fiege  raifed.  by  the  valoui 
of  Miles  Cogaa,  \^Jiom  the  e^trl  now  left  to  take 
charge  of  the  government  of  it;  whilfl  he  him^ 
fclf  inarched  with  a  cl>ofen  band  to.  Wexford, 
in  Order  to  foccoor  Fitz-Stephen,  whom  he  ck^ 
ppded  lo  find  employed  in  the  defence  of  that 
place.  But  Fitz-Stephen  being  made  prilbner, 
and  the  place  furrendcred,  he  came  too  late.^^ 
However,  on  his  approach,  the  inhabitants  let 
the  town  09  fire,  and  withdrew  to  an  ifland, 
where  they  knew  they  could  be  fafc  from  any 
attack  of  the  earl's  :  yet,  not.  fatisfitd  witk  chat 
fecurity,  they  fet^  liim  ^  a  folenan  declaration^  thafi 
if  he  dared  to  follow  them  to  their  retreat,  they 
would  inftantly  prefent  him  with  the  heads  o£ 
Fitz-Scephen  and  the  reft  of  their  prifoners^  Af- 
ter receiving  fuch  a  mcflage,  Strongbow,  wha 
was  a  brav«  and  gener^Mis  man,  and  at  leaft.  \ra«- 
lued  his  friend's  \ik  as  much,  as  he  did  his  own, 
changed  his  rome,  and  dire^ed  his  courfe  to*- 
wards  Waterford,  where  lie  found  Hcrvey  de 
Mountmauric^e  arrived  from  Engla^,  who  brought 
him  letters  from  his  corrcfpondents,  that  advifed. 
kirn  without  delay  to  repair  to  the  king,  and  make 
his  peace  with  him,  before  be  attempted  to  pfoceed 
toy  farther  with  his  conquefts. 
»  Accordingly,  the  ^arl  repaired  directly  to  Eng* 
land,  and  found  Henry,  at  Newnham  in.Glouc;f* 
t^rihire.    At  firft  the  king 'who  was  highly  incenfed 
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at  the  contempt  of  in$  order,  appeared  quite  irti^  * 
coocileabfe,  till,  by  the  mediation  of  Hervey  de 
.Mountmaqrice,   iie   was   ac   laft  prevailed  upon 
to   admit  him  into    his  preience,     and    ;^ter  m 
Jong  conference,  to  receive  him  again  into  fevour, 
.the  following   conditions  being    then  ftipulated 
between  them :— That  the  earl  fhould  renew  his 
homage  to  his  liege-lord,   and  futfender  to  him 
in  full  and  abfolutc  property,  the  city  of  Dub-^ 
lin,  with  the  cantreds  adjoining  as  well  as  all  the 
^other  fea-port  towns^  with  the  c^es  and  fortref- 
des,  whidi  he  poflcflfed  in  that  country;  the  reft 
of  his  acquifitions  there,  remaining  to  him  and  his 
heirs,  under  homage  and  fealty  to  the  crown  of 
England^    And  at  the  iame  time  the  king  agreed 
10  reftore  to  that  nobleman  thoie  eflates  or  his, 
which  had  been  feized  upon,  as  forfeited,  in  Eng- 
.land.     After  this,  Henry  and  the  earl  went  to- 
gether ,to  Pembroke*    while  (hips  were  getting 
ready  in  order   to  tranfport  an  army  into  Irt* 
land,  which  the  former  had  fet  on  foot  even  be* 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  latter  in  England* 

While  thefe  preparations  were  makiog  in  Eng-» 
land  and  Wales,  d'Rourk,  king  of  Brcffny,  coU 
Icfltcd  together  in  hafte  a  numerous  army  of 
Iriih,  with  which  he  ventured  to  affault  Dublin ; 
but  while  thefe  were  rulhlng  on  with  loud  (houts 
in  a  furious  and  diforderly  manner,  to  ftorm  the 
city.  Miles  Cogan  fallied  out  at  the  head  of  a 
faiaU  troop  of  veterans,  and  charged  them  with 
great  impetuofity,  fb  that  thefe  new  levies  not 
being  able  tp  ftand  the  fhock,  were  quickly 
routed  with. great  flaughtcr,..and  0*Rourk*s  fon, 
fL  valiant  young  prince,  was  among  the  flain.— 
•This  -attack  mifcarrying,  we  hear  of  no  more  at- 
t^pts  of  die  Irifti  of  any  confcqticnce,  nor  any 
farther  hoftilities  carried  on  againft  the  Engli^ 
ifi  Leinfter  i  .  all  being  quiet  till  «he  arrival  of 
P  2  kmg 
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kins  Henry  at  Waterford^  who  landing  five  hun- 
dred knights,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  archers 
from  above  four  hundred  (hips,  at  once  decided 
the  fate  of  the  ifland.' 

To  this  prince  the  citizens  of  Wexford  brought 
,  their  prifoner  Fttz-Stephen,  as  a  criminal  who, 
without  the  orders  of  his  fovereign,  had  difturbcd 
that  peace  which  had  exifted  between  England 
and  Ireland  for  many  centuries.  Henry  received 
them  with  the  greateft  kindncfs,  and  very  politi<:kly 
feverely  reprimanded  and  terribly  menanced  the 
accuied  for  his  prefumptibn  in  daring  to  aft  to  ra(h 
a  part ;  and,  whether  it  were  that  Fitz-Stcphcn 
thought  his  mafter's  anger  feigned,  or  that  he 
was  confcious  of  having  exceeded  the  limitation 
.  of  the  letters  patent,  he  never  mentioned  thofc  let- 
ters in  his  defence,  but  as  if  he  entirely  fubmic- 
ted  his  caufe  to  the  judgement  of  his  fovereigft, 
fufFered  his  accufers  to  enjoy  their  triumph,  him- 
felf  being  fent  away  loaden  with. chains,  and  or- 
dered to  be  kept  clofe  prifoner,  till  he  Ihould  an- 
fwcr  for  his  mifdcmeanours. 

Henry  proceeding  from  Waterford  to  CaflicU, 
was  met  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Shurc,  by 
Donald  0*Brian,  ki^g  of  Limerick,  who  there 
fworc  fealty  to  him,  and  agreed  to  pay  tribute,  as 
.  hkewife  did  the  prince  of  Oflbry,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  fouthern  divifion  of  Ireland.  From  thence 
returning  to  Waterford,  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  fet  Fitz-Stephen  at  liberty,  but 
took  from  him  Wexford,  as  being  a  fea-port 
town,  and  annqxed  it  to  his  own  royaF  demefoe. 

Afterwards  the  king  marched  to  Dublin^  where 
it  is  faid  that  he  was  very  joyfully  received  by 
the  citizens,  whofe  trade  depended  much  upon 
^  their  connexion  with  England,  and  who  proba- 

bly would  have  received  the  firft  fettlcrs  with  hof- 
picality  inftead  of  enmityi   if  they  had  not  ap- 
proached 
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•proached  their  city  in  a  hoftile  manner,  in  order 
to  fupport  the  claims  of  a  tyrant,  who  was  gene- 
rally hated  even  by  his  own  fubjeAs. — But  Henry 
charmed  them  with  his  moderation,  by  which  means 
he  appeared  rather  as  a  friend  than  a  conqueror  to 
thofe  unhappy  citizens  who  had  fuflfered  fo  much 

by  the  depredations  of   his  fubje£ts. Hither 

came  O'Rourk,  and  many  princes  of  the  north 
of  Ireland,  who  fwore  fealty  to  him  as  the  reft 
had  done,  Roderic  O'Connor,  king  of  Connaught, 
and  monarch  of  Ireland,  was  the  laft  who  made 
his  fubmiflion,  as  being  unwilling  to  yield  up  his 
fovereign  power  to  a  foreign  potentate;  yet,  at 
length  he  was  likewife  perfuaded  to  come  in,  and 
met  Hugh  de  Lacey  and  William  Fitz- Aldelm, 
vfho  were  commiflioned  to  fettle  the  tribute  he 
was  to  pay,  and  to  receive  his  all^iance. — 

Thus  was  the  whole  country  brought  under 
fubjeftion  to  Henry,  without  his  (bedding  a  drop 
of  blood,  which  was  partly  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordinary jun6kure  of  circumftances  that  milita- 
ted for  him,  and  partly  to  the  invincible  valour 
4>{  Strongbow  and  his  adherents.^*- We  have  aW 
ready  mentioned  that  the  king  had  caft  his  eyes 
upon  Ireland  as  a  delireable  acquifition,  which  he 
only  waited  a  favourable  opportunity  c^attenipting. 
But  this  was  not  all,  for^  if  we  believe  fome  hif- 
torians,  he  fent  John  of  Salifbury  to  pope  Adrian, 
who  procured  his  holinefs's  bull  for  the  under* 
taking,  which,  however,-  Henry  kept  by  him  for 
fome  years,  till  Dermod*s  folicitations  and  the  con* 
fequcnt  conquefts  of  the  earl  <tf  Pembroke  and 
his  followers  rendered  it  of  ufe  to  him.  This 
Bull  was  couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  Adrian,  the  biihoj),    the  fervant  of  the  fcr- 

vants  of  God,   to  his  moft  dear  fon  in  Chrift^ 

the  noble   king    of   England;    lendcth  greetings 

and  apoftolk:  bcncdiftion.— Your  magnificence 
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hath  becB  vc^y  cweAll  and  ftudious  how  you 
might  enlarge  the  ch4rch  of  God  here  on  earthy 
and  increafe  the  number  of  his  faints  and  eleft 
in  Heaven  i  in  thaft,  as  a  good  catholic  king,  you 
have  and  do,  [^  all  means,  labour  and  travail 
to  enlarge  awd  increafe  God's  chwchi  by  teach- 
ing the  ignorant  people  the  true  and  Lhriftian  re- 
ligion, and  in  abolifliing  and  rooting  up  the  weeds 
or  fm  and  wickedncfs.  And  wherein  ycfu  hwc 
^nd  do  crave  for  your  better  furtherance,  the 
help  of  the  apoftalic  fee  (wherein  rtiore'  fpeedily 
.  ^d  direftly  you  proceed)  the  better  fucccfs^  we 
hope  God  will  fend  •,  for  all  they  who  of  a  fer- 
vent ztal  and  love  in  religion,  do  begin  and  ca* 
tefprize  any  fuch  thmg)  ihall,  no  doub^  in  the 
end,  have  a  good  arid  profperous  fuccefs.  And  as 
for  Ireland^  and  all  other  iflands  where  Chrifl:  ifi 
•known,  and  the  Chriftian  religbn  received,  it  is 
out  of  all  doubt,  and  your  excellency  well  kno^ 
eth,  they  do  all  appertain  and  belong  to  the  right 
of  St*  Peter,  and  of  the  church  of  Rome ;  and 
we  are  fo  mudh  the  more  ready,  defirous,  and 
willing  to  few  the  acceptable  feed  of  God's  wotx)^ 
becaufe  we  know  xhi  fanie  in  the  latter  day  will 
be  the  nrioft  feverely  required  at  our  hands.  You 
Jiave  (our  well  beloved  fort  in  Chrift)  advertiftd 
dnd  ftgnified  unto  us»  That  you  will  enter  into 
,  the  land  and  realm  of  Ireland  ;  to  the  end  te 
bring  them  to  obedience  unto  laW,  and  under 
your  Ibbjeftion,  and  to  root  c^t  from  among 
them  their  fins  and  wickednefs ;  as  alfo  to  yield 
Iwid  pay  yearly  out  of  every  houIe»  a  yearly  pen* 
lion  of  one  penny  to  St.  Peter  i  and  bcfides  at 
fo  will  defend  and  ke^  the  ntci  of  thofe  churces; 
whole  and  inviolate,*-* We  therefore  well  allowing 
imd  favouring  thb  your  godly  difpofition,  ana 
pommendablc  affection  ^  do  accept,  ratify,  and 
iflent   unto  this   yovr  petition  •,    and  do  gran«i 
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That  you  (for  the  dikting  of  God's  charch,  the 
punifliment    of  (in,    the  reforn)ing  of   manners^ 
pkriring  of  virtue,  and  iticreafing  of  Cfaftiilian  re^ 
tijgion)  do  enter  to  poflefs  that  fend,    and  there 
execute    according    to   your  wiidom  whatibqvcr 
0>all  be  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  fafety 
of  the  realni. — And  farther,  alfo,  we  do  ftrictly 
charge  and  require,  Tfiat  all  the  people  of  that 
land  do    wkh  all   hunnblertefe,    dutifulncfs,    md 
honour,    receive   and   accept   you  as  their  Hegc 
lord    and     fovereign,    referving,  and    excepting 
the  right  of  holy  church  to  be  inviolably  pre* 
fer ved  ;  as  alfo  the  yearly  penfion  of  Peter  Ptnce^ 
out  of  every  houle,  which  we  require  to  be  truly 
tinfwered    to  Sl    Peter,    and  to    the  church  of 
Rome.    If  therefore  you  do  nund  to  bring  your 
^xlly  purpdfe  to  efleft,  endeafvolir  to  travail,  to 
reform  the  people  to  fonie  better  order  and  trade 
^  life,   and  that,  alfo  by  your  felf,  and  by  fuch 
Withers  as  you  fhall  think  meet,  true,  and  honeft 
iti  thexf  life,   manners,   and  converfation,  to  the 
end  the  church  of  God  may  be  beamified,   the 
true  Chrrftian  religion  fowed  zx)d  planted,  and  aH 
other  things?  ddnc,  that  by  any  means,  (hall  or    * 
toay  be  to  God's  honour,  and  falvation  of  mens 
fouh,    wliercby  you  riiay  in  the  end  receive  at 
God*s  hands,  the  reward  of  everlaftmg  Jife,  and 
alfo   in   the   mean    tinue,     in  this   life,    carry    a 
glorious  fame,   and  an  honourable  report  among 
(All  nations.**—^ 

But  there  are  fome  who  queition  riie  truth  of 
riws  account,  efpecially  among  the  Iriflt — They 
aflbrt  that  neither  the  purity  cf  Henry's  manners, 
l»or  the  refpeft  he  fhewed  the  holy  fee,  were  fuch 
As  could  be  fuppofed  to  draw  a  grant  like  this 
from  the  pope  ;  yet  I  am  not  inclined  to  think  it 
a  fiftirbus  one.  As  to  the  firft  part*  of  theargu* 
iSent,.  tliough  the  charafter  of  this  prince  has  been 
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much  blackened,  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  his  enemies 
could  fay  of  him,  he  was  very  far  from  being 
cicher  a  bad  prince  or  a  wicked  man, — ^As  to  the 
fecond,  it  is  well  known  that  the  bifhops  of 
Rome,  with  all  their  infallibility,  could  change 
their  fentiments  either  of  kings  or  private  per- 
fons,  as  opportunity  offered  for  their  own  ad- 
vantage^ nay,  that  when  it  fuited  their  particu* 
lar  purpofes,  that  they  would  even  hold  correfpon- 
dence  with  excommunicated  perfons.  And  as  this 
bull  was  faid  to  be  obtained  before  the  murder 
of  Becket  had  incenfed  the  church,  there  is  no- 
thing very  improbable  in  the  ftory.  According 
to  the  fame  authorities,  this  bull  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  another  of  pope  Alexander  the 
Third,  the  tenor  of  which  was  as  follows  : 
/  **  Alexander  the  bilhop,  the  fervant  of  the  fcr- 

vants  of  God,  to  his  dearly  beloved  fon,  the  no- 
ble king  of  England,  greeting,  grace  and  apoC- 
tolic  benediftion. — Forafmuch  as  things  given  and 
granted,  upon  good  reafon,  by  our  predecefibrs, 
are  to  be  well  aUowed  of,  ratified,  and  confirmed; 
we,  well  confidering  and  pondering  the  grant  and 
privilege  for  and  concerning  the  dominion  of 
the  land  of  Ireland,  to  us  appertaining,  and  lately 
given  by  Adrian  our  predeceflfor }  we  foUowii^ 
his  fteps,  do  in  like  manner  confirm,  ratify,  and 
allow  the  fame  •,  referving  and  faving  to  St.  Fe* 
ter,  and  to  the  church  of  Rome,  the  yearly  pen- 
fion  of  one  penny  out  of  every  houfe,  as  well  in 
England  as  in  Ireland. — ^Provided  alfo^  TKat  the 
barbarous  people  of  Ireland  by  your  means  be 
j-efornied,  and  recovered  from  that  filthy  life  and 
abominable  converfation,  that  as  in  name,  fa  in 
life  and  manners  they,  may  be  Chriflians,  and  that 
as  that  rude  and  dUbrdered  church  being  by  yoy 
reformed,   the  whole  nation  may  alfo  with  the 
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pofieiBon  of  the  name  be  in  aft  and  deed  foUowert 
of  the  feme/' 

It  is  needleis  to  obferve  that  the  authority  of 
both  the  bulls  above  recited  muft  ftand  or  fall  to-* 
gether ;  yet  I  have  onlv  taken  notice  of  them  as 
of  other  matters  recoraed  in  hiilory,  not  as  any 
^roof  to  fupport  the  right  of  king  Henry  ta 
the  dominion  of  Ireland,  fince  the  pope  could 
not  ^ve  away  that  which  never  belonged  to  him; 
and  it  would  be  the  moft  abfurd  thing  imagma-* 
ble  in  proteftant  princes,  who  lived  many  ages 
after  him,  to  found  their  claim  upon  an  authority 
which  in  all  other  reipedts  they  do  not  allow,  and 
which  if  they  did,  might  as  ^ell  give  away  thdr 
own  kingdom,  as  Ireland,  and  in  truth  with 
equal  judgement  and  propriety. 

But  I  cannot  help  ooferving  here  what  great  of^ 
fence  fome  of  the  Irifli  have  taken  at  the  ex« 
preffions  in  thefe  bulls,  which  intimate  the  favage 
and  barbarous  ftate  of  the  people  of  that  country, 
and  the  decline  of  religion  among  them* — ^Keat- 
ing is  one  of  thefe, — and  yet  who  cw  read  that 
part  of  his  own  hiftory,  which  refers  tp  the  pe- 
riod in  queftion,  without  owning  that  notwith^ 
(landing  there  might  be  fome  few  learned  and 
pious,  and  many  more  enthuliaftic  biihops  and 
monks  in  Ireland,  yet  the  bulk  of  the  people 
had  moft  deplorably  departed  from  the  praftice 
of  the  Chriftian  religion, ,  how  well  foeyer  they 
might  affcft  to  think  of  its  precepts  ? — ^And  in- 
deed that  very  circumftance,  under,  colour  of 
which  the  pontiff  gave  away  their  dominions, 
was,  in  another  ienie,  the caufe  of  their  lofing  them; 
for  if  there  had  been  any  fparks  of  virtue  re- 
maining in  the  breafts  ot  either  the  princes  or 
their  people,  they  would  never  have  been  fub- 
dued  as  they  were  by  fore^n  power ; — they 
^ould  OQt  have  been  perpetually  committing  de- 
predations 
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freditioris  on  thtir  neighbotirs  temtoiies,  and 
drawing  out  their  armies  againft  thole  whom  they 
6Qght  to  have  eftenied  as  uieiir  friends  when  tl^ 
common  enemy  was  even  at  dmr  doors,  and  bar^ 
fifling  the  more  minxent  and  quiet  ^art  of  their 
countryinea  in  foch  a  manner  tkac  ihqr  had  caufe 
m  rejoice  rather  than  grieve  at  the  conqu^  of 
the  Englifln  and  be  happy  in  a  fubmifiion  €6  an/ 
power  that  was  exercifea  with  moderation,  rstho* 
than  be  conftandy  the  prey  of  contending  par* 
ties,  and  the  tinhappy  vidums  of  cruel  tyranny,  or 
hwleis  faftion. 

But  to  retunv-^as  a  preiiimptive  proof  aiid 
confirmation  that  Henry  bad  received  and  paid 
feme  regard  to  the  bulls  above-mentioned,  after 
having  been  acknowledged  by  the  Irifli  piinces 
and  chiefs  and  having  feafted  them  royally  at 
Dubhn,  we  find  him  removing  to  Cafheil,  whem 
he  convened  a  national  fynod,  and  feveral  canoM 
were  made  and  ratified  reflrpming  certain  difbr- 
'  derly  cuftoms  in  the  church,  and  enacting  many 

Wholelbme  6rdinances. 

In  this  fynod,  to  which  the  king  fent  his  6wn 
chaplain,  the  bilhop  of  Lifmofe  prdided,  aid  the 
Kotiog.  following  articles  were  agreed  upon :  •♦  Fitft,  it  is 
decreed,  Th^t  all  good,  faithful,  and  Chriftisn 
people,  throughout  Ireland,  fliould  forbear  and 
fiiun  to  marry  wkh  their  neaf  kinsfolks  and  cou^ 
(ins,  and  many  with  fuch  as  lawfully  they  OiouU 
do. 

Secondly,  Thfet  children  (hall  be  catechifcd 
without  the  church  door,  and  baptifed  in  the  font 
appointed  in  the  churches  for  the  fame. 

Thirdly,  That  evcfy  Chriftian  body  do  faith* 
folly  and  truly  pay  yearly  the  tithes  of  his  cat» 
dc,  corn,  and  Other  his  increafe  and  profits  to 
the  chiarch  or  parifti  where  he  is  a  parilhioner. 
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Fourthlyv  That  aH  the  church  lands  and  pot- 
lefliOns  througfiout  all  Ireland,  fhall  be  free  from 
^1  lecular  exadions  andrinipofuions;  and  efpe- 
cially,  that  no  lords,  earls^  or  nobkmen,  nor  their 
xJiildren,  or  family  fhall  extort,  or  take  any 
coigne  and  livery,  cofheries,  nor  cuddies,  nor  any 
other*  like  cuftom,  from  thenceforth,  in  or  wpon 
any  of  the  church  lands  and  territories.  And 
like  wife  that  they,*  nor  no  other  pcrfon,  do  hence- 
forth exa€t  out  of  the  (aid  church  lands  old 
wicked  and  dete(table  cufloms  of  coigne  and  li- 
very, which  they  were  wont  to  extort  upon 
ilich  towns  and  villages  of  the  churches  as  were 
4iear,  and  next  bordering  upon  them. 

Fifthly,  That  when  eric^  or  compofition,  £5 
(inade  among  the  lay  people,  for  any  murder, 
that  no  perlbn  of  the  clergy  (though  he  be  of 
Jcin  to  any  of  the  parties)  fhall  contribute  any 
thing  thereunt<7  ^  but  as*  they  be  guiltlcfs  fror^ 
the  murder,  fo  fhall  they  be  free  from  payment 
of  money  for  any  fuch  eric  or  releafe  from  the 
&nie. 

Sixthly,  That  aU  and  every  good  Chriftian  be* 
ing  (ick  and  weak,  fhali  before  the  prieft  and  his 
neighbours,  make  his  laft  will  and  teltament ;  and 
his  debts  and  fervants  wages  being  paid,  all  his 
moveables  to  be  divided  (if  he  hath  any  children^ 
into  three  parrs  :  whereof  one  part  to  be  for  the 
cjiikJren,  another  for  his  widow,  and  the  third 
part  to  be  for  the  performance  of  his  will.  And 
if  fo  be  he  have  no  children,  then  the  goods  to 
be  divided  into  two  pattSy  whereof  the  one  moiety 
to  be  for  his  wife,  and  the  other  for  thfe  perfor* 
mance  of  his  will  and  teftamem.  And  if  he  have 
no  Wife,  but  only  children,  thra  the  goods  to  be 
likewifc  divided  into  two  parts^  whereof  the  one 
^  be  to  himfelf^  and  the  other  to  his  child  ren. 

Seventhly,    That  every  Chriflian,    being  dead,' 
Md  dying  in  the  Catholic  faith,  IRall  be  reverent- 
ly 
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ly  brought  to  the  church,  and  be  buried  as  apper- 
taineth. 

Finally,  That  all  the  divine  fervice  in  the 
church  of  Ireland  fhall  be  kept,  ufed,  and  olv 
ferved,  in  the  like  order  and  manner  as  it  is  in 
the  church  of  England: — For  it  is  meet  and  righc» 
that  as  by  God*s  providence  and  appointment, 
Ireland  is  now  become  fubjeA  and  under  the  king 
of  England,  fo  the  fame  Ihould  take  from  thence 
the  order,  rule,  and  manner,  how  to  reform  them- 
felves,  and  to  live  in  better  order.  For  whadb* 
ever  good  thing  is  befallen  to  the  church  and 
realm  of  Ireland,  either  concerning  religon,  or 
peaceable  government,  they  owe  tte  lame  to  the 
jking  of  England,  and  are  to  be  thankful  unto 
him  for  the  fame.  For  before  hb  coming  into 
the  land  of  Ireland,  many  and  all  ibrts  otwick- 
ednefs  in  times  pafl  flowed  and  reigned  among 
them,  all  which,  now  by  his  authority  and  good- 
nefs  are  aboliflied." 

Thu5,  which  is  very  remarkable,  the  sl&s  of  this 
afllembly,  which  was  a  kind  of  parliament  as  well 
as  a  lynod,  concluded  with  an  acknowledgement 
that  all  the  good  order  which  was  eftablifhed  both 
in  church  and  ftate,  was  owing  to  the  king  of 
England,  who  had  fet  himfelf  about  the  good 
*  work  that  the  pope  had  enjoined,  and  that  the 
whole  body  of  people  owned  was  abfolutely  ne« 
ceflary  to  their  well  being,  by  confefling  the  enor« 
mities  praftifed  before  the  arrival  of  tne  Englifh 
in  their  country. 

As  to  the  queftion  of  right  (fetting  afide  this 
patent  of  his  holinefs*s)  that  is  a  matter  which  has 
been  much  difputed,  and  which  it  will  take  much 
confideration  to  determine.  If  we  Ihould  reft  it 
only  upon  conqucft,  which  is  but  a  right  to  every 
wrong,  th^n  we  muft  fet  up  force  rather  than 
jufticc,  efpecially  fince  there  was  not  even  a  law- 
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ful  occafion  for  war,,  (however  Henry's  courtiers 
mi^t  glofs  the  matter  over)    between  the  two 
neighbouring  nations  •,   for  as  to  the  piracies  of 
fonic  of  the  Irifti,    they  werfe  rather  inatters   of 
private  than  of  public  concern ;  and  be(ides^  thefe 
were  never  Pledged  by  thofe  Englifh  and  Welch 
who  firft  entered  the  c6untry,    as  a   reafon  for 
their  coming,  neither  was  there  any  reftituion  de- 
manded or  any  remonftrance  made  upon  the  occar 
fion. — And  as  to  the  caufe  of  Dermod,  it  was  the 
caufe  of  wickednefs  and  injuftice,  nor  could  the 
retort  f^d  to  be  made  on  Roderic  who  accufed  him 
of  lewdncfe  in  his  letter,  by  any  means  foften  the 
matter,  fince  the  crimes  or  one  man  can  never,  in 
luch  a  cafe,  palliate  thofe  of  another^    Again,  if 
the  claim  be   eftablilhed   on  the  foundation  of 
the  marriage  between  the  earl  of  Pembrcfke  aoji 
Eva  the  daughter  of  Dcrmod  (which  I  believe 
is  moft  infifted  upon  of  any)  it  is  very  judici- 
ouQy  obfcrved  by  a  foreign  author,  that  admit- 
ting this  title,  it  can  hold  good  for  no  other  pact 
of    the  kingdom    than   Leinfter,    at  moft,    and 
thofe  other  appendages  which  that  prince  ftood 
pbflefled  of,  unce  he  could  not  give  away,  what 
lie  really  never  had, — And    as  to  the  difputed 
claim  to   the  monarchy  by  defcent,  if  Rodericks 
was  not  a  good  one,  Dermod^s  was    no  better, 
and  therefore  he  who  held  pofieflion,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  majority  of  the  people,  ought  cer- 
tainly in  this  cafe  to  be  confidered  as  the  mo- 
narch. 

Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  Ibme,  Henry  had  a 
much  better  title  than  any  of  thefe  to  plead  *,  for 
be  had  the  confent  and  homage  of  the  monarch 
himfelf,  and  of  the  petty  princes  under  him,  and 
the  fuffrages  of  the  clergy  and  others  in  a  na- 
tional council  ailembled,  as  mentioned  above,  who 
acknowledging  themfelves  and   all  the  kingdom 
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indebted  CO  him  for  the  pio^  offder  JieUad  tntfo- 
duccd,  wcpe  content,  on  cbac  account,  to  wave 
ftll  cloimi  of  Im  cotmcryoieo,  as4  to  rccognife 
Ms  title  as  ibverdgn  lord  of  IroIandL-irAiui  I 
think  this  claim  muft  be  an  unepcoq^tiociable  one, 
in  a  counciy  where  hereditary  right  wa<  So  little 
attended  to,  if  we  could  be  aifldiised  that  no  in- 
fl^ence  either  of  threats  or  promiies  ^rere  ufed  to 
fxiort  fuch  a  compliance,  or  that  the  iriih  were 
not  by  Henry's  power  over-awed  into  the  doing 
that  which  othcrwife  they  might  -have  abhorred 
the  thoughts  of.-^It  is  certain  tiwt  Henry,  though 
he  marched  with  an  army  through  the  country, 
had  comtnenoed  no  hoftiltties,  and -though  it  is 
impoffible  to  a<&rt  whether  the  forc^  he  bad  with 
him  did  not  operate  by  (trikinga  terror  into  the 
fninds  bf  Iri(hmen  -,  yec,  at  leaft,  we  do  not  hear 
'of  any  particular  threatenings  v&d  upon  this  oc- 
ca6oa. 

Having  given  the  principal  afgumonts  made  tife 
of  ;in  this  controverfy,  I  mall  leave  it  to  the  rea- 
der's judgement  to  determine  on  the  validky  of 
Henry's  title  •j'^but  I  muft  at  the  fame  time  ob* 
fcrve,  th^  whatever  objoftions  might  be  raifed  to 
the  government  of  that  prince,— the  Irifti  monarch 
being  ftill  alive,  thougli  reduced  to  the  condition 
of  a  feudatory  chief,  and  mens  minds  and  dif* 
polirions  not  yet  reconciled  to  the  change  in  the 
■ftate,  v^ich  like  all  other  revplations^  though  ne- 
ver fo  wHely  condu<5ted  muft  terminate  Co  the  in- 
jury of  fome  individuals  ;  though  it  was  then  not 
•wonderful  that  the  natives  (houki  not  be  eafily  re* 
conciled  to  a  foreign  dominion;  theie  ot^e^ons  can 
by  no  means  be  alledged  with  propriety  in  excafe 
for  any  revolts  or  infurreijbions  among  the  Irilh  in 
later  ages,  when  the  caufe  being  removed,  the  ef- 
feA  might  reafonably  be  expefted  to  ceafe,  and 
when  the  natives  ^  that  ilknd  po0eQir^  the  pri* 
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-vUeges  and  inunumties  of  free  fiddj^fta^  ought 
2Q  Jure  coAfideied  tbomfelYes  as  ooc  pific^l?  with 
ihc  £nglifli.-r»-*-t*Ajid^  as  to  the  debate  OMceroing 
the  eight  either i>f  conqueft  or  /ucoeffion,  by  whidi 
Ireland  is  annexed  to  the.  ctawa  of  England,  ti» 
icrive  k  in  thcfis  daya  isih^  hcitght  of  madnefs. 
find  ibUy  }  for  if  tfe  nenune  by  whioh  Iijel^nd  is 
mneaced  tothc  crown  of  Great  Bntainiafto:  fo  Jong 
pofiefllion  is  a  niatanr/  pcoporly  (to  be/caltedin  que^ 
ftion,  then  iriiat  rigbes  either  of  nations  or  pdvaiB 
snen,  originadng  in  tbofe  rpiUuty  ages  «an  be  iscuns^ 
and  vho  either  amoagil  .our  nation  or  their  own 
with.juftice  can  defervd  the  ei)acc4tathe  is.pof* 
£e0ed  oii  A  fcnmny.of  .this  kind  mnftnatucaUy 
P3n&>i|nd  ^i  claims  of  prc^erjty,  and  would  faf 
fo  fan  from  .deternvning.  the  qncflion  of  rigifi 
that  it  would  go  aear  to  ovcrdmw  the  very  idea 
of  its  ddBasjvgt..    ... 

To.  oandude  dicfe,o5£rvat]ons,-^l  muft  take 
MMce  that  though  Henry's,  tide  might  appear 
to  many  of  the  In&,  to  be.  very  defedtive^  hif 
gpvernment  of  them  (allowing  for  the  times) 
V^asfnr  from  being  fo-^-Tlicy  bad  been  fubducd  at 
ficft  by  arms^  but  they  muft  have  been  kept  in 
fubysStion  bf  policy.  Yet. the  king  of  Ei^land 
isertainly  owed  much  to  the  proyyieis  of  thofe  who 
firft  effeSed  the  fettkment  in  the  country,  and 
how  much  ibeytr  he  might  pique  iitmfelf  upon 
any  claims  he  had  in  Irelandt  or  any  laws  he  efta* 
fa^Bifid  there  fioinadntain  them,  it  is  .certain  that  he 
was  indebted  fer  the  firit  pofiefiion  q£  the  country 
fotirely^  to  the  valour  and  ikill  of  the  renowned 
carl  .of  Pembroke* 

.  Before  I  dofe  this  book,  I  fliall  fpeak  of  feme 
pf  the  learned  and  religious  men,  who  iiouriihed 
in  the  mtenral  of.  time.from  the  acceflion  of  Brian 
Boiroimhe  to  the  conqueft  of  the  iflandby  tha 
fingliOi  i — ^the  reader  will  not  wonder  if  it  is  but 
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a  (hort  one,  when  he  confiders  the  troubles  of  the 
times,  and  the  unfetded  itate  of  the  kingdonii 
Mrhich  muft  neceflarily  be  Yery  prqudicial  to  the 
pfx)gre(s  of  knowledge  and  fcience  amongft  the  un- 
happily  divided  natives. 

Marianus  Scotus,  a  chronobger  of  the  firft 
rank,  was  bom  in  the  b^;inning  of  the  eleventh 
century,  and  wrote  an  univerfal  chronicle  of  his 
time.  He  retired  from  the  world  about  the  mid- 
dle of  it,  to  Germany;  where  he  :ihut  himl^up 
in  a  convent  at  Cologne,  afterwards  at  Fulda,  and 
at  laft  died  at  Mentz.  He  wrote,  befides  the 
chronicles  above-mentioned,  the  Harmony  of  the 
Evangelifb,  Amendments  to  Dionylius,  of  the 
great  Pafcal  Cycle,  Annotations  on  the  Scriptures, 
Commentaries  on  the  Pfalms,  a  Notitia  of  both 
Empires,  and  fome  other  trafts; 

Near  the  fame  period  lived  Tigemach,  who 
wrote  the  Annals  o(  Uliler,  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury ;  and  Meltfa  of  Muniler,  the  author  of  ibroe 
philofophical  works  that  have  tranfmitted  his  name 
to  pofterity. 

In  the  twefth  century,  before  the  conqucft, 
lived  Gilbert,  biihop  of  Limerick,  and  the  pope's 
l^ate  in  the  fynod  mentioned  in  the  :  reign  of 
Morcogh  0*Brian,  who  wrote  fome  epiftles,  and 
a  book  of  the  date  of  the  church. — But  the  moft 
famous  perfon  of  that  age,  was  Malachy  O  Mor- 
gar,  archbiihop  of  Ardmagh,  who  wrote  many 
epiftles  to  Bernard,  a  Book  of  general  Conftitu- 
tions,  of  the  laws  of  Celibacy,  of  Traditions, 
the  Life  of  Cuthbert,  an  Epiftle  to  David^  king 
of  the  Scots,  and  a  Prophecy  of  the  Popes  of 
Rome.  He  built  a  ftone  oratory  at  Bangor  in 
Ireland,  like  what  he  had  fecn  in  other  countries, 
which  is  faid  to  be  the  firft  of  the  fort  ere&ed  in 
that  kingdom* 
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There  are  indeed  befides  thefe,  others  men- 
tioned by  fome  of  the  Irifh  writers  ;  but  thefc 
are  the  perfons  of  the  principal  note  among  them 
all)  a  lift*  of  whom  may  feem  to  (hew  the  ftate  ojf 
learning  in  Ireland,  about  the  time  we  are 
ipeaking  of,  which  introduced  the  Englifh  and 
their  manners  among  them,  and  altered  in  many 
inftances  the  religious  as  well  as  the  civil  itate  of 
that  kingdom. 

Having  thus  feen  king  Henry's  power  acknow- 
ledged, and  the  EnglilK  fettled  in  the  illand, 
I  Ihail  now  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own 
reflexions  on  this  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
event,  and  put  a  period  to  the  fecond  book  of 
this  hiftory. 


EnO  or  THE  SECOND  BOOK. 


Vol.1.  Q  THE 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(      226      ) 


THE 

HISTORY 

O    F 

IRELAND. 


BOOK    THE    THIREV, 


AL  h  ti4?gj.  k^Pg;  ^^^s  fettled  in  Irchnd, 
king  Henry,  after  fpending  the  winter^ 
which  was  verjf  tempcftuousy  at  Dublin,  with- 
drew from  thence  in  the  fpring,  having  received 
advice  that  the  pope  had  difpatehed  two  cardinals 
to  Normandy,  in  order  there  to  fee  and  examine 
him  concerning  the  death  of  Thomas  Beckcty  late 
archbifhop  ot  Canterbury,  who  had  been  mur- 
dered in  his  own  cathedral  church,  on  account  of 
his  Tiiaughtinefs  towards  his  ,mafter,  though^  as  k 
feems,  not  by  his  immediate  orders.— That  prince, 
before' his  departure  left  Strongbow,  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, in  polTcflion  of  the  province  of  Leinftcr, 
which  he  held  as  a  fief  of  the  Englilh  crown; 
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at  the  fame  time  that  he  appointed  Hugh  cki 
Lacey  jufticiary  of  Ireland,  leaving  him  the  go-* 
vernment  of  Dublin.—  He  alfo  beftowed  upon  the 
latter  the  government  of  Mcath,  (which  had  be^ 
fore  been  granted  in  part  to  O'Rourk,  by  Rodc-^ 
ric  0*Cennor,)  a  ftep  which  much  difpleafed  the 
king  of  Brcffny,  and  almoft  all  the  Irilh  nation. 
He  left  Humphry  de  Bohun  in  charge  of  Water- 
ford,  and  committed  Wexford  to  the  care  of 
Fitzaldelm,  ordering  cailles  to  be  built  in  theie 
towns,  and  taking  into  his  own  fervice  Raymond, 
Miles  Cogan,  and  many  of  the  earl's  beft  officers^ 
being  jealous  of  the  great  power  of  that  noble- 
man in  a  newly  conquered  country. 

Thus  all  things  remained  at  king  Henry's  de- 
parture, but  thus  they  did  not  t^emain  long ;  for 
O'Rourk  foon  after  began  to  Ihcw  his  refentmenc 
of  the  part  that  monarch  had  adked  in  difpofing 
of  Meath  to  Hugh  Lacey.  However,  it  was  pro- 
polcd  by  fome  who  wiftied  to  preferve  the  peace 
erf"  the  kingdom,  that  thefe  two  rivals  (hould  meet 
and  compromife  their  differences.  For  this  pur- 
ppfc  they  met  on  a  hill  near  Dublin,  attended  by  , 
an  equal  number  of  followers,  the  Englifh  being 
armed  only  with  their  fwords,  and  the  Irifli  only 
with  their  axes. — The  lord  lieutenant  and  the  Irifh 
prince  then  withdrew  together  to  fome  diftance^ 
but  the  latter  had  laid  a  pl^n  to  deflroy  his  ene-< 
my  ;  fo  finding  an  excufe  to  leave  him,  he  made  a 
iignal  to  a  band  of  men  that  he  had  placed  in 
ambuih  to  come  up  and  fall  upon  him,  at  the 
fame  time  advancing  towards  him  with  his  axe 
uplifted,  and  his  countenance  inflamed  with  wraths 
Happily  for  the  intended  viftim,  ope  Gryffith,  a 
Welch  knight,  who  fufpcfted  fome  treachery  had 
drawn  off  Icvcral  knights  towards  that  part  of  the 
hill  where  the  conference  was  held,  and  there  un- 
der pretence  q£  tilung  with  each  other,  they  ob« 
0^2  fcrved 
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firrvcd  all  that  pal&d.  In  the  mean  time  Fitz-» 
Gerald  came  up  time  enough  to  aid  Lacey  ; — ^hc 
was  ittiririg  from  the  fury  bf  the  king  of  Brcff^ 
ny,  who  already  aimed  a  blow  at  his  rival's  head, 
which  cut  off  the  arm  of  bis  interpreter. — But 
now  £nding  Gryffiths's  people  advance  as  faft  as 
Jus  own,  O'Rowk  concluding  that  the  latter  would 
be  routed,  prepared  to  make  his  eicape  on  horfe- 
back  ;  but  while  he  was  mounting,  the  Welch 
knight,  with  one  pu(h  of  hb  lance,  flew  both 
man  and  horfe  tc^ther ;   the  king  of  Brefiiiv's 

^  people  were  routed  with  great  (laughter^  and  his 
head  being  cut  off,  was  p^ced  on  the  great  gate 
of  the  cattle  of  Dublin,  and  his  body  treated  with 
great  mdignity  by  the  conquerors. A  moft  la- 
mentable end  for  an  injured  prince,  whofe 
aggreffor  had  descended  in  peace  to  his  grave,  yet 
Kviewed  in  another  light  (fuch  as  doubtlefs  the 
£ngli(h  chofe  to  be^ld  it  in)  a  juft  punifhrnent 
for  treachery,  and  the  breach  of  the  moft  (blemn 
compafts,  which  however  others  had  no  Icls  dc- 
ferved,    though  by  the  kindnefe  of  fortune  they 

.  were  not  fateS  to  fuffer  it. 

After  this  the  earl  of  Pembroke  made  war 
^ainft  O'Dcmpfey,  chief  of  ^Ophaly,  for  not  at- 
tendii^  bis  court,  but  afficr  having  ravaged  his 
country,  the  Englifli  under  the  EarPs  command, 
were  defeated  on  their  return  home,  their  booty 
being  wrefted  from  them,  Robert  de  Quiney, 
the  chief  conftable  (lain,  and  the  ftandard  of 
Leinfter  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Before  Strongbow  could  put  himfelf  into  a  corv 
dition  to  revenge  this  upon  the  Irifh  he  was  obliged 

.  to  go  over  to  king  Henry  in  France,  who  loon 
after  lent  him  back  again  loaded  with  honours  to 
Ireland,  confering  the  lieutenancy  of  that  king^ 
dom  on  him,  which  Lacey  refigned  as  ibon  as 
he  received  his  mafter^s  order  for  that  purpoie.    . 
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-    The  earl  at  his  arrival  found  affairs  in  great 
confufion,   the  Irifh  being  ready  to  revolt,  and 
the  £ng\i(h  generals    Hervey  and  Raymond  at 
variance.    The  latter  upon  repeated  foUcitions  he 
permitted  to  make  eiecurfions  into  Ophaly,  where 
they  took  a  great  booty,  and  afterwards  into  Mun- 
Iter,  which  they  cruelly  ravaged,   and  took  and 
facked  Lifmore.     In  effeft,  this  was  only  a  war 
made  for  plunder,  and  the  foldiery  who  had  been 
ib  clamorous   to   begin  it    being  intercepted  by 
the  ckizens  of  Waterford,  on  their  return,  were 
near  paying  dearly  for  their  rapine;  but  Adam 
-de  Hereford,    a  chief  of  great  valour,  fuftained 
them,  defeated  -  the  €nemy,  and  brought  them  off 
much  better  than  they  deferved— At  the*  fame 
time  Dermod,  Mac  Carthy,  prince  of  Defmond, 
being  overthrown  by  Raymond,  the   army  ,  con- 
tinued their  dejpredations  in  thofe  parts  without 
fear  of  farther  interruption. 

But  the  fucceffes  of  the  Engliih  were  foon 
ftopped  by  the  return  of  Raymond  into  Wales, 
in  refentment  for  the  earl  of  Pembroke's -refufal 
to  give  him  the  office  of  conftable  and  ftandafd^ 
bearer,  and  his  fifter  Bafilea  in  marriage.  After 
his  departure,  Htrvey  de  Mountmaurice  taking  * 
the  command  of  the  earl's  forces  in  Leinfter, 
being  upon  an  expedition  to  Cork,  was  furprifed 
in  his  camp  by  Donald  O'Brian,  prince  of  Li* 
merick,  and. after  having fuffered  great  lofs,  was 
forced  to  fhut  himfelf  up  in  Waterford,  the  Irifh 
forces  every  day  increafing,  and  Rodcric  himfelf 
being  in  arms  for  the  recovery  of  his  monarchy,  they 
now  began  to  return  the  injuries  they  had  received, 
and  even  ravaged  the  country  of  the  Engliih  to 
the  gates  of  Dublin,  till  Srronebow  alarmed  at 
their  fucccfles,  condefcended  to  iolicit  Raymond's 
cetMifn,  who  arriving  with  one  Meyler,  thirty 
<J  3  knights. 
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knights  and  a  body  of  Englifli  forces  near  Water- 
ford,  the  Irifli  not  daring  to  encounter  him,  he 
conduced  the  earl  from  themzc  to  Wexford.  — Ne- 
verthclefs  a  party  of  Oftmen  afterwards  came  into 
Waterford,  and  murdered  all  the  Englifh  remain- 
ing in  the  houfcs ;  but  not  being  able  to  reduce 
fleginald's  tower  in  that  city,  were  themfelves  foon 
expelled  by  the  garrifon  of  the  fortrefs. 

But  Raymond,  in  the  interim,  was  married 
vrith  the  confent  of  Strongbow  to  his  beautiful  fifter, 
and  foon  after  marching  towards  Publin,  gave  a 
check  to  the  progrefs  of  Roderick,  and  recovered 
all  Meath.  After  which  he  turned  his  arms  againft 
Ponald  0*Brian,  and  attacked  the  cicy  of  L-imcrick, 
which  he  took  by  ftorm,  though  his  forces  feemed 
very  unequal  to  fuch  an  enterprize. 

But  as  Raymond  was  thus  proceeding  in  his 
conquefts,  he  was  recalled  by  Henry,  who  had 
been  informed,  not  without  juftice,  that  that  chief 
carried  on  a  piratical  war  in  the  country^  and  was 
l)efides  (though  perhaps  with  lefis  grounds)  led  to 
fiilpeft  him  of  a  defign  of  ufurping  the  dominkm  pf 
it  for  himfclf ;  a  circumft^nce  which  much  alarmed 
bis  matter. 

As  he  was  preparing  to  depart,  Donald  O'Brian 
befieged  Limerkk,  hoping  to  retake  it ;  but  when 
Strongbow  attempted  to  march  to  its  relief,  the 
ibldiers  refufcd  fcrving  under  any  other  but  Ray* 
mond  I  to  whom  the  earl  was  obliged,  on  that  ac-? 
count,  to  give  the  command  of  the  forces.-— That 
general  thereupon  fet  forward  upon  the  expedition, 
affocjating  with  him  the  chiefs  of  Offory  and  Kin- 
(ale,  who  were  Donald's  enemies.*— Donald  had  by 
this  time  raifed  the  fiege,  but  lay  encamped  in  a 
ftreight  to  oppofc  them ;  at  which,  as  foon  as  the 
Ehgliili  arrived,  the  chief  of  Oflbryj  their  ally,  is 
iiu4  to  have  thu3  addrcffcd  them : 

♦*  O  yc. 
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'  *'  O  ye,  whofc  arms  have  fubdued  this  l^d,  be- 
•**  have  yourfeives  well  this  day  1 — If  you  conquer, 
'*'  our  axes  (ball  join  your  fwords  in  woundmg  the 
**  backs  of  the  difcomfited  and  flying  foes ;  ^t  if 
*'  ye  Ihould  be  vanquifhed,  thefe  weapons^  which 
^'  always  ftrikc  on  the  fide  of  the  conquerors^  wiH 
**  certainly  be  employed  againft  you.** 

Thus  H^mulated,  the  Engliih  made  fo  furioiis  an 
attack  upon  thelrilh,  that  they  put  them  entirely  to 
the  rout ;  and  foon  sifter  not  only  Donald  O'Brian, 
but  Roderic  himfelf  held  conferences  with  Ray- 
apond  concerning  a  treaty  of  peace,  defiring  to  be 
admitted  tx>  renew  thxir  oaths  of  fealty  and  aller- 
giance. 

Dermod  Mac  Carthy  then  folicited  and  prefently 
obtained  Raymond's  aid  againft  his  fon,  who  was 
intent  upon  driving  him  out  of  his  territories^  to 
the  full  poflTeffion  of  which  they  reftored  him  ; — the 
rebellious  young  prince  indeed  foon  after  revolted^ 
but  being  put  to  death  by  his  father,  the  latter  was 
lonce  more  in  quiet  poflcflion  of  his  right  j  and 
xtefe  fucceflcs  made  it  impolitic  to  infift  on  Ray- 
mond's return  to  England. 

When  Henry's  affairs  abroad  gave  him  leave,  he  a.  d. 
began  to  attend  ferioufly  to  the  <:<Miclufioii  of  a  de-  *'75« 
finitive  treaty  with  Roderic  O'Connor,  whofe  cJian- 
cellor  waited  on  him  at  Windfor,-  where  a  great 
council  being  held  for  the  purpofe,  a  peace  was  ra- 
tified, the  following  articles  being  agreed  upon 
between  the  two  princes  : 

'^  Henry  granted  to  his  liegeman  Roderic  that  he 
ihould  be  a  king  under  himy  ready  to  ferve  him  as 
his  vaffaly  and  that  he  fhould  hold  his  own  terri- 
tories as  well  and  as  peaceably,  as  he  had  held  them 
before  the  coming  of  Henry  into  Ireland.  He 
was  likewife  to  have  under  his  rule  and  dominion 
all  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
{but  with  fome  exceptions,  which  a^p  afterward* 
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Digitized  by 


Goggle 


^3t      HISTORY     OP    IRELAND. 

fpccified  in  the  treaty.)  and  to  exercHc  jurifdidion 
over  them  all  (kin^  and  princes  included)  fp  as  t6 
oblige  them  to  pay  their  tribute  to  the  king  of 
England  through  his  hands,  and  to  prefcrve  to 
that  monarch  his  other  rights.  They  were  likewife 
to  hold  in  peace  whatfoever  they  pofleffed  at  that 
time,  fo  long  as  they  remained  faithful  to  the  king 
of  England,  and  paid  him  their  tribute  and  what 
clfe  he  claimed  by  right,  through  the  king  of  Con^ 
naught's  hands  \  faving  in  all  things  the  prero^tivt 
and  the  honour  of  both  thofe  kings.  And  in  cafe 
that  any  of  them  Ihould  rebel  againft  either,  and 
refufe  to  pay  their  tribute  or  other  duties  in  the 
manner  before  prefcribed,  or  fhould  depart  from 
their  fealty  to  the  king  of  England,  the  King  of 
Connaught  was  to  judge  them  and  remove  them 
from  their  governments,  or  from  their  pofleflions. 
It  was  likewife  agreed  and  declared,  that  if  Ror 
dene's  own  ftrtngttf  0iould  not  be  fufficient  to  do 
thefe  things,  the  king  of  England's  conftable*  and 
his  other  fervants  and  foldiers,  fhould  afTift  him 
therein  upon  his  requifition,  fo  far  as  they  fhould 
find  needtul.  The  tribute  demanded  of  him  out  o£ 
all  his  own  territories,  and  others  in  the  ifland,  was 
a  hide  falcable  for  the  mer<:hant,  from  every  tenth 
beafl  of  all  the  cattle  killed  there  v  except  that  in 
thofe  diflri&s  which  the  king  of  England  retained 
as  his  demefnes,  or  in  thofe  of  his  barons,  he  was 
not  to  int^rt^ieddle ;  namely,  in  Dublin,  and  all  its 
appurtenances  ^  in  Meath,  and  all  its  appurtenances, 
(comprehending  therein  whatfoever  had  been  held 
by  O'Rourk,  or  by  any  who  had  held  that  pror 
vince  after  him^  and  in  Wexford,  and  all  the  ter- 
ritory thereof  5  and  in  all  the  reflof  Lcinfter  and  in 
Waterford,  with  the  country  between  that  city  and 
Duhgarvan,  this  latter  place,  with  all  its  appur*- 
tenances,  included  And  if  any  of  the  Irifh  who 
h^  fled  from  the  territories  qf  the  king's  bacon5;| 
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Ihoiild  defign  to  return  thkher;  they  might  do  it  in 
peace,  paying  the  tribute  above  mentioned,  a»  other 
did  ;  or  doing  the  antient  fervices,  which  they  u(ed 
to  do  for  their  lands^  as  their  lords  ihould  like  beft. 
But  if  any  of  the  Iriih,  who  were  fubje^s  to  the 
kingof  Connaugbt,  ihould  refufe  to  return  to  him, 
he  miight  compel  them  to  do  it ;  after  which  they 
were  quietly  to  remain  in  his  land.  Moreover  the 
faid  king  was  empowered  to  take  hoftages  from 
all  thole  whom  the  king  of  England  had  conunitted 
CO  him,  at  his  own  and  the  king  of  England's 
f:hoice  ^  and  he  was  to  give  the  f^d  ho((ages  to  the 
king  of  England,  or  others,  at  the  king's  choice. 
And  all  thoje  from  whom  thofe  fecurlties  were  de« 
xnanded  were  to  perform  certain  annual  iervices  to 
^  king  of  England,  by  prefents  of  Iriih  dogs  and 
hawks  I  and  they  were  not  to  detain  any  perfon 
whatfocver^  belonging  to  any  land  or  territory  of 
that  prince,  againft  bis  will  and  commandment.*" 

It 


m 


•  Q^od  rex  *Ang1i9  concedit  prie- 
d%€to  Kodericoy  hgco  homini  fiio, 
ft%nnm  Conaciae,  quamdiu  ei  fi^cM' 
ter  ferrft,  at  fit  rex  fub  eo,  pantur 
pd  fervitium  faum,  iicut  homo  fuui 
Se  ut  teneat  terrain  fuam  ita  bene, 
Ar  in  pace  ficut  tenuit,  ante()u<im 
^ominus  rex  Apglise  intravU  Hibcr- 
piMXR,  reddendo  ei  tributum :  Sc  lo- 
4ain  iltaoi  tcmin-Arhabitatoreaterrae 
babeat  i'ub^fe  j  juAitiie  ut  tributum 
regi  AngJix  intcgre  perfolvant ;  & 
manum  ejui  foa  jura  fibi  conferveot« 
fe  itli  qui  modo  tpntm,  teneant  in 
pace  qujmdiu  manfuerint  in  fideli- 
tate  t^p»  Angliae  &  R^tUtet  integrfc 
pcrrolyeiint  tributum,  alia  jura  fua 
qQX  ei  dehunt,  per  maiuim  regis 
Coaaciae  Talvo  in  omnibus  jure  &  bo-* 
nore  ^omlpi  repo  ^ngliae  et  fpo. 

Et  fiqut  ex  ejs  regi  Anglix  8e  et 
rtbellet  fuerint  tributum  alia  jura 
regis  Angliar  p«ff  manum  ejus  folvere 
noluerlnt  •%  a  fideli^te  legis  Angliae 
rccefTcrint,  ipfe  pua  juftitiet  &  amo- 
iwjt;  ic  ii  cot  per  fe  juftitiarc  non 
p^terit,  conftabularius  regis  Aqgliae 
ic  funilta  fua  de  terra  ilia  juvabunt, 
gufl  ad  hgp  fj|ciep4ttiB^  ciun  ab  ipiii 


foerint  rsquifhl  ipfi  Yiderlot  qnod  Hhrnaer.^ 

nocefle  fiierit  A;  propter  Iiqac  fincdi    - 

reddet  prsediflus  rex  Conaciae  domino 

regi  Angliat  tributum  finguHs  annii, 

fciiicct  de  iinguHfl  decern  animalibuj^ 

wnum  cerium  placabile  mercatoribu% 

tam  de  tota  terra  ful  quam  de  aliena. 

•   Excepto  quod  de  terris  illis  quae. 

domlnus  rex  Anglix  retinuit  in  do« 

minio  fuo,  in  dominio  baronum  fno* 

rum    nihilne  intromitteCi     Tcilicet 

Durelina  cum  pertinentiii  fuis  Sc  Me« 

dia,  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  fuit^ 

(icut    upquam    Murchait,    Wamai, 

Loth  Lachltn  cum  de  eo  tenucrint. 

£t  exccp^a  Wexfordia,  cimi  omnibul 

pertinentiis  fuis;  fciiicct  cum  tota 

Lagenia ;  excepta  Waterfordia,  cum 

tou  terra  ilia  quie  eft  a  Waterfbrdia 

ufqj  ad  Duagarvan ;  ita  ut  Dungar- 

yan  (it,    cum  omuibus   pertincntit 

fuis  infra  terram-  illam. 

£t  ft  Hibernenies  il}t  qui  aufu^ 
gerint  redire  voluerint  ad  terram  ba- 
ronum regis  Angli«,  redcant  in  pace 
reddendo  tributum  pra;dtctum  qnod 
alii  reddanfj  vel  faciendo  inUquse 
fcrvitia,  quse  facere  folebant  pro  tcr* 
ris  fuis  St  hoc  fit  in  arbitrio  domi- 
liomm 
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It  (hould  teem,  that  ttenry  grounded  his  reaibrfs 
'  for  giving  fo  much  power  into  the  hands  of  Ro* 
deric,  cm  the  likelihood  there  was  of  recommendicig 
hinifelf  by  it  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  on 
the  difficulty  he  fo^nd,  conlidering  the  multitude 
of  other  cares  upon  his  hands,  in  paying  a  proper 
attention  to  his  ititerefts  in  that  country ;  in  the 
firft  inftance,  however,  he  did  not  a6t  up  to  the 
rules  of  good  policy ;  for  it  could  not  be  well  fupp6« 
fed  that  all  the  favours  thus  conferred  upon  Roderic 
could  be  conftdered  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
conceflions^  or  that  they  could  make  that  high 
fpirited  Irilh  prince  forget  his  monarchy  and  inde- 
pendance  •,  which  even  if  he  had  done,  the  people 
would  not  fo  foon  have  forgot  the  lofs  of  their  free- 
dom, though  perhaps  in  the  eyes  of  any  other  but 
an  Irilhman,  fuch  freedom  as  theirs  was  not  worth 
the  keeping;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  have 
been  led  to  defpife  Roderic  for  his  tamenefs,  and 
confequently,  whatever  title  he  might  have  aflumed^ 
he  would  have  loft  all  power  in  the  ifland,  **  Tho* 
(fays  a  modem  writer)  two  of  the  five  Irifli  king- 
doms, reckoning  NJunfter  according  to  the  antient 
divifion,  and  three  principal  cities,  were  by  this 
treaty  exempted  from  Rodericks  jurifdiftion ;  yet 
the  other  princes  and  chieftains  of  the  Irifh  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  the  protcftion  which  they  were  intitlc4 
to  demand  from  Henry  as  his  vaflals  and  liege- 
men, againft  any  oppreflion  on  the  part  of  the 
king  of  Connaught  a  very  fufficient  comp-nfation 
both  to  them  and  their  people,  for  fo  eafy  a  tribute 

as 

nonim  fuonim  fi  aliqui  corum  re-  nentitt  fuis  nullum  omino  de  qua* 

dire  noluerint.  Domini   corum   rex  cun<]u'e     tcrtA   regit    fit    rellncbunt 

Conaci«  acciplat  obfides,    omnibus  contm  volnntatem  domini  regis.  His 

«)uos  ei  commiftt  dominus  rex  An-,  teftihus  RichardoepifcopoWintonij* 

|li«,   id  Toluntatem  domini   rcgio  Gaufrido  cpifcopo  EUeniio,  Laurcn- 

^  .    luam  ipfe  dabit  obfides  ad  volunta-  tio  Durelicnfi  arcbiepUcopae,  Nicbo- 

tem  domini  regis  Ang]i;e  illos  vel  lai  RcgeroCupelanis  regic^  Guliel|D0 

«Hos  ipli  fervient  domino  de  canibus  comite  Eflexii,  aliis  tfltHtisp 
ft  avbus  fuis  fingulis  axmis  de  pcrti- 
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Iks  they  were  bound  to  pay,  or  any  other  facrifices 
required  on  their  part :  Yet  (adds  he)  the  grant  of 
fomc  portions  of  their  country  to  foreigners  were 
fo  grievous  to  the  Iriih ;  their  natural  pride  was  fo 
much  hurt  by  the  lols  of  the  antient  independarice 
of  Ireland,  and  the  bonds  of  their  allegiance  to  the 
l^ing  of  England  were  now  fo  loofely  tied,  that  this 
ivas  rather  a  temporary  accommodation  betweeil 
him  and  them,  than  a  durable  fettlem^nt  in  the 
iflaad" — And  this  feems  indeed  to  be  a  pretty  clear 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  as  the  fucceeding  events  in  the 
iequel  of  this  hiftory  will  evince. 

But  to  return. — While  things  were  thus  fituatcd^    a.  d. 
Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Pembroke,  furnamed    "'•• 
Strongbow,  as  above-mentioned,  died  at  Dublin, 
of  which  event  his  fitter,  the  wife  of  Raymond,  fcnt 
her  hufband   immediate  intelligence,    in   a  letter 
which  is  faid  to  be  coyched  in  the  following  terms : 
My  dear  Lord, 
*'  Know  that  my  great  cheek  tooth,  which  ufed 
f <  to  ake  fo  .much,  is  now  fallen  out  j  wherefore 
••  if  you  have  any  regard  for  me  or  for  your/elf> 
♦'  come  av/ay  with  all  fpeed."— - 

As  foon  as  Raymond  received  this  letter  he 
inarched  to  Limerick,  where  confulting  his  officers 
on  the  occafion,  it  was  concluded  that  he  fhould 
fecure  Leinfter  and  the  fea-port  towns ;  for  which 
purpofe  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  abandon  Li- 
ITierickj  which  he  did  with  great  reluftance,  giving 
up  the  city  to  Donald  O'Brian,  and  taking  from 
him  frelh  oaths  of  fealty,  and  hoftages  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  loyalty.  However,  he  was  no  fooner 
jleparted  than  the  bridge  was  broken  down,  and 
the  town  fet  on  fire  in  feveral  places ;  and  all  this 
even  in  fight  of  the  Englifli,  who  had  but  juft  be- 
gun their  march  in  order  to  quit  that  part  of  the 

country. r 
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After  the  earl  of  Pfcmbrakfe*s  funeral,  which  was 
performed  on  Raymond's  arrival  in  Dublin^  the 
latter  afiumed  the  government  of  the  country  till 
Fitz-Aldelm  was  lent  by  Henry  into  Ireland,  as 
his  deputy,  with  the  knights  of  his  houfhold.  With 
him  came  John  de  Courcy  and  Miles  Cogan, 
each  of  them  having  a  band  of  ten  knights  under 
his  command^  whom  Raymond  haftened  to  meet, 
and  ftirrendercd  his  governi^nent  and  hoftages  to 
the  new  viceroy,  according  to  the  command  of  die 
king. 

Fitz- Aldelm  was  defcended,  as  we  are  told,  from 
t  branch  of  the  royal  family.— -Arlotta,  the  mother 
of  ff^ilUam  the  Conqu^ror^  (whom  the  Engliih  of 
thefe  days  affeff  to  call  WiUiam  the  Bsfiard)  was 
married  to  Harlowen  de  Bourg,  by  whom  (fa^  had 
Robert  earl  of  Cornwall,  and  Odo  bilhop  of  BezeCix, 
half  brother  to  the  Conqueror.  The  fon  of  Robert 
was  William  earl  of  Cornwall,  who  had  ifluc  Al- 
delm  and  John ;  from  the  former  of  whom  this 
William  de  Ficz-Aldelm,  of  whom  we  arc  fpcak- 
ing,  was  defcended,  and  John  had  iflue,  Hubert  de 
Bourg  who  was  chief  Juftice  of  England  and  earl  of 
Kent.  And  Fitz-Aldelm  himfelf  was  the  founder 
of  the  family  of  the  Bourgs  or  Burks,  which  is  one 
of  the  greateft  families  in  Ireland. 

All  power  being  thus  giveh  up  into  the  hands  of 
the  new  deputy,  he  went  to  Dublin,  which  was 
now  once  more  well  peopled,  though  it  had  fuffered 
much  in  the  wars  between  the  Engliih  and  Irifh, 
Henry,  amongft  many  other  acts  of  wiidom  and 
moderation,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  feventy- 
two,  granted  a  charter  to  the  citizens  of  Bnftol, 
wherein  he  gave  them  leave  to  inhabit  and  hold 
Dublin  in  the  fame  manner  as  Briftoi  itfelf  *  (as  in 

the 

*  Thit  cfaaiter  wis  in  LatiBy  and      Henricus,  rex  Anglic  dux  Koran. 
W3C  couched  in  the  following  terns:      Ac^.  comu  Ande^  archiepircopit, 

c^fiopiiy 
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the  note  annexed,  whereby  he  invited  them  to 
come  and  replace  the  numbers  of  Oilmen  who 
bad  been  flain  or  expelled,  and  to  live  in  amity 
with  the  reft,  and  renew  the  trade  and  confe* 
quence  of  that  city — Another  charter  f  was  alfo 
granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin  indifcrimi- 
natcly,  whereby  they  were  confirmed  in  a  liberty 
of  free  trade  with  all  parts  of  their  own  country, 
as  alfo  with  England,  Wales,  and  Normandy,  a 
prudent  meafure,  which  in  all  probability  temled 
to  reftore  the  capital  to  the  condirion  in  which  the 
deputy  found  it. 

But  all  Henry's  policy,  and  that  of  his  chiefs 
and  governors,  the  examples  they  made,  on  one 
hand,,  the  treaties  they  concluded,  on  the  other, 
were  equally  ineffedtual  to  fecure  a*  permanent 
peace  in  Ireland. — The  natives,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  chief  of  ^Tyrone,  had  taken  three 
caftles  bebnging  to  Hugh  de  Lacey,  and  all  Ul- 

ftcr 


^3t 


epifcopis,  abbatibnSy  prioriboSy  co- 
mitibufy  baronibuty  jufticiariis,  irice- 
coroitibttS,  ptvpofitit,  miniftxcty  ic 
omntbtts  fidelibus  fuis  Fraocii  ie 
Anglictt  Se  Hiberncnfibui,  totiut 
terre  fue,  (alutem.  Sciatet  me  dcdifls 
Sc  conceffiflc  Sc  preiend.  Charu 
•onfiimafllflfe  bominibits  meii  de 
Briftow.  dfttattm  metm  de  DtTclin 
ad  inhaoitandam;  quare  toIo  &  fir- 
niter  prectpioy  ut  ipii  cam  inhabU 
tent  &  teneaot  illam  d«  me  and 
de  heredttbui  meit  bene  tc  in  pace, 
libere  U  quiete,  integre  Sc  ple- 
fiarie  Sc  bonoriiicey  cum  omnibus 
libcrtatibiis  ft  liberit.  confuetu- 
dimbos  quas  homines  de  Briftow  ha- 
bcot  apud  Briftow  tc  per  tctam 
tcrram  mcam.—— Teftibus  Will,  de 
Braoia.  Reigan  de  Curtenai.  Hug. 
^  Gandevilla,  <WilL  FUio  Adelmi, 
Ranulpho  de  Camvilla.  Hug.  ^ 
Creilii.  Begin,  de  PanUa*— — Apod 
Dirilin. 

f  The  fecond  charter  ips  as  fol- 
lows^ ^'He&ricttirexAogUa^dttxNor* 


mannue  ^  &  Acqmtams  &  comet 
Andcgavis.  epifcopis  baronibus,  juf* 
ticiariis,     Ticcx^omitibuSy    omnibua 

hominibtts    terrae    Tus. Salutem, 

fciatis  me  conceffifle  barge  ifibva 
meis  de  Dublin  quod  lint  quaeti  da 
Tholonio  te  pafugio  Sc  ponUgio^ 
&  ornni  coofuetudine  per  totam  ter- 
ram  meam  Anglia>  Nonpannis^ 
Walliae,  Hiberniae,  ubicunque  rene« 
riorttpfi  et  res  eorum.  Quare  volo, 
Sc  firmiter  pnecipio,  quod  babeanc 
omnes  libertates  quietanciu  Sc  It- 
beres  quietandes  Sc  Hberas  con-' 
fuetudines  fuas  pleni  Sc  honorifica 
fieut  nei  Itberi  Sc  fideks  homi- 
net.  Et  lint  quieti  de  Tholoneo ;  Si 
et  prohibeo  ne  quis  eos  Tuper  his  de* 
turba  contra  hanc  chartam  meam^ 
fuper  decern  libxarum  forisfadaraou 
Teftibus  Ricardo  de  Hum.  Confta- 
buiarioy  Reginaldo  de  Couitenafo^ 
Ricardo  de  Camvilla,  Wilhielmo 
de  Lannelleyo.— — Apud,  Sancttun 
Laudaaam**'  ^ 
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fter  refufed  arty  tribute  or  acknowledgement  to 
the  king  of  England.— Though  Fitz  Aldelm  paid 
little  attention  to  thcfe  matters  ;  yet  others,  who 
perhaps  were  rather  fwayed  by  the  defite  of  plun^ 
def  than  of  honour,  refolved  to  make  incurfions 
into  the  province,  and  notwithftanding  the  de-^ 
pxity*s  exprefs  prohibition,  put  their  defign  in 
execution,  to  the  number  of  twenty-two  knights, 
and  three  hundred  foldiers,  who,  under  the  com- 
mand of  John  de  Courcy,  advanced  to  Down- 
Patrick,  then  the  refidencc  of  the  king  of  Ul- 
fter,  which  not  being  defended  by  walls  and  for- 
tifications, he  fled  at  their  approach.  The  popc*s 
legate  after  his  retreat,  attempted  to  mediate  be- 
tween him  and  the  Englilh,  offering  that  the 
prince  on  his  part,  Ihould  pay  the  tribute  de- 
manded, if  they  would  retire  and  quit  the  pro- 
vince. But,  finding  the  negociation  ineffectual 
(as  how  fhowld  it  prove  orhtrrwife  with  men  who. 
fought  for  the  fake  of  pillage,  rather  than  for 
the  caufe  of  their  king)  he  fought  out  the  Irifli 

Erince,  and  exhorted  him  to  raife  an  army,  whicfi 
e  did  to  the  amount  of  hear  ten  thoufand  men, 
who  after  a  mofl  ftout  refiftance  were  obliged  to 
give  way,    and  were  routed  by  Courcy*s  forces, 

though  they  fo  far  out-numbered  them. I'he 

cauic  of  which,  as  indeed  of  mod  of  their  defeats 
wa$  nearly  the  fame  with  thofc  of  the  vidories 
gained  by  the  Spaniards  over  the  natives  of  Ame- 
rica; namely,  the  inequality  of  arms  and  difci- 
{)Hnc  between  the  two  armies ;  for  whilft  the  Eng- 
i(h  were  fecure  in  their  coats  of  mail,,  and  fur- 
niflied  with  efieftive  weapons,  (amongft  which  may 
be  reckoned  their  bows  and  arrows,  that  did  vaft 
execution)  the  Irifti  were  aH  infantry,  furniflied  only  . 
with  cumbrous  battle-axes,  and  fliort  darts,  and 
being  expofcd  for  want  of  corfelets  to  the  fwords  and 
miflil(;$  of  the  pucmy,  fell'  by  $  terrible  carnagei 

•   and 
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and  after  having  in  vain  done  all  that  valour  and 
a  love  of  their  liberty  could  fuggeft,  had  the. 
mortification  to  find  themfelves  defeated  by  a 
handful  of  nnen,  and  fled,  after  leaving  the  braveit  of 
their  foldiers  dead  upon  the  field* — ^A  great  flaugh^^ 
ter  was  made  of  them^  after  this  general  rout^ 
and  amongft  the  prifoners  taken  in  the  purfuic 
was  the  biihop  of  Down,  who  was  hoivever  fet 
free  at  the  interceffion  of-  the  legate,  tho'  he .  had 
himfelf  been  obliged  at  firft  to  take  fandhiary  in 
a  church,  but  was  delivered  from  his  fears  by 
Courcy,  who  took  him  into  favour  and  protec* 
tion,  and  he  afterwards  went  and  held  a  fynod  at 
Dublin,  in  which  he  fhewed  himfelf  a  faft  friend 
to  the  Engliib,  for  he  declared  the  pope's  con- 
firmation of  the  king  of  England's  title^  which 
he  ftri&iy  enjoined  both  the  clergy  and  laity  to 
fubmit  to,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  Nor 
"was  this  all  *,  for  he  likewife  gave  his  fanftion  and 
authority  to  the  Engliih  to  take  provifions  out 
of  the  churches,  whither  the  Irilh  bad  removed 
great  quantities  of  them,  on  paying  for  them  to 
the  redtors  -,  and  thus  he  fully  recompenfed 
Courcy  and  his  people  for  the  only  a£ts  of  mo- 
deration which  they  had  (hewn  in  this  expedi- 
tion. Nor  were  the  Engliih  more  fortunate  in 
anocber  expedition,  of  which  fome  hiftorians  have 
given  us  the  following  account : 

Courcy  had  built  many  caftles  in  Ulfter,  efpe- 
cially  in  that  part  of  it  called  FeFny,  where  one  Mac 
Mahon  dwelt ;  he  was.  very  obfervaot  of  Courcy, 
and  made  him  his  goffip,  had  fworn  fidelity  to  hini, 
and  had  fo  far  befides  infinuated  himielf  into  his 
favour,  that  the  Briton  gave  him  two  caftles, 
with  the  lands  belonging  to  them  ;  but,  within  a 
month  Mac  Mahon  demolifhed  both  the  espies:  and 
beine  a(ked  the  reafon  why  he  did  fo,  he  anfwered, 
—That  he  did  nocpK>n)i£?  to  hold  ftoMcSj  hat 
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iW,   and  that  it  was  contrary  to  his  nature  t^ 
live  within  cold  walls,  whilft  the  woods  were  fo 
nigh.     Courcy,  inj^enfed  at  this  flight  anfwer,  and 
to  revenge  the  affront,  entered  tne   Ferny,   and 
took  fo  largp  a  quantity  of  cows,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  divide  them  into  three  droves  for  con^ 
venience:  of  driving ;   the  ways  were  bc^gy,  and 
alfo  fo  narrow,  that  the  cattle  filled  the  road  for 
three  niUes  together.     The  Irifli  obfcrving  thefc 
drcumftances  fet  upon  the    £ngli(h    with  fuch 
briiknefs,  noife  and  clamour,  as  forced  the  cows 
back,   and  made  them  run  upon  their  drivers,   fb 
that    they  overthrew  both   horfe   and  man,    and 
trod  v^OTC  underfoot  than  were  (lain  by  the  fword« 
Thus  the  Englifh  were  routed,  and  although  they 
had    flain  many  of  the  IriOi,   and   their  general 
Mac  Mahon  himfelf,  yet  at  laft  they  were  forced 
to  fly,     and  with  much  difficuhy  recovered  aa 
old. tort  of  Courcy'sj   where,  ihey  made  a  fliift 
to  {ecure  themfelves.    About .  midnight,  one  Sir 
Amorick  went  to  view  the  pofture  qf  the  Irifi^ 
who  not  in  the  lead  miftrufting  thaf  a  bafiled 
handful  of  men  would  dare  to  attempt  theni;  were 
in  loofe  and  negligent  condition,    moft  of  them 
afleep.    This    being  reported  to   Courcy,     thqr 
cafily  agreed  to  make  ufe  of  the  advantage;  and 
immediately   with   all  their, force   fell   upon  the 
Irifli  and  furprifed  them,    fo  that  they  were  ail 
flain  except  two  hundred,  who  made  their  efcape» 
and  of  the  Ei^lifli  there  were  but  two  killed  in 
this  encounter,  though  they  loft  four  hundred  the 
preceding  day.  . 

This  IS  the  account  which  fomt^writcrs  giv^ 
of  this  affair  ;  but  others  mention  only  the  de- 
feat of  the  Ejiglifli,  without  taking  notice  of  the 

advantage  gaindd  over  the  Irifli  atterwards*-i^ 

Whether  that  laft  circumftance  were  true  or  not> 
it  is   certain  that  the   Englifli  were  much  dif- 

pirited 
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r*  Ited  at  tht  tlhcc^  they  fuftained,  and  the^tiore 
as  they'  could^  riot  carry  off  their  booty,  the 
Jd6  of  whioh  to  the  foldiers,  it  may  be  preTumcd^ 
who  had  chiefly  engaged  for  the  fake  of  it,  was 
(tonfequently  a  moft  teirible  grievance. 

Tet,  notwithftanding  the  ill  fuccefs  of  fome 
ftulrnllmes,  ^much  greater  matter  was  taken  in 
handy  for  though  there  had  been,  ^s  I  have  ob- 
ibred;  a  treaty  concluded  bet\^en  Henry  and  thfe 
kihg  of  Connaught,  the  fubjefts  of  the  fbrmer  in 
Ireland  thought  proper  to  take  part  with  the  Ion 
of  the  latter,  who  moft  unnaturally  raifed  a  re* 
bellion  againft  his  father.  The  narhc  of  this 
f>rince  was  Mortogh,  who  moft  earheftly  folfcked 
i;fae  deputy  to  make  war  upon  Roderic.  Fit4-Al-. 
delm  at  kngth  complying  with  his  requefti  fe*>t 
forty  knights,  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  amounting 
to  two  hundred,  with  three  hundrfed  archers,  lih* 
der  the  command  of  Miles  Cogan,  to  invade  Con- 
naught  J  ijut  the  Irifti  had  taken  fuch  effeftud 
C^e  to  4^rive  them  of  all  provifions,  by  eith<* 
doncealih^ttl' burning  them,  that  the  latter  Wete 
glad  t&  return.  On  their  mktch  Roderic  appeared 
ready  with  an  army  to  intercept  them,  through 
which  however,  we  are  t^pld  t;hey  forced  their  way, 
^ith  the  lofs  only  of  three  Englilhmen ;  but  the 
rebellious  Mortogh,  who  had  not  been  joined  by 
oneof  the  inhabitants  of  Connaught,  wastakeripri- 
foner  in  the  fkiiroifh,  and  all  the  power  of  the  En- 
glilh  was  not  fufficient  tohinder  his  treafon  from  be- 
ibg  puni(hed  by  the  lofs  of  his  eyes,  which  were  pui 
out  at  the  command  of  Roderic.  And  thus  ended 
4n  expedition  in  whith  theEnglilh  had  evidently  the 
difadvant^e,  and  which  fehred  only  to  irritate  the 
Aat  ves,  inft^ad  of  awing  them  into  fubmiflion. 

Henry,  though  he  received  information  of  the   a.  d. 
unfcttled  ftiteof  things  in  Ireland,  yet  could  not    "77- 
(circumftanced  as  he  was)  hit  upon  a  method  of 

Vol.  I.  R  fetting 
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fettj^tlicm  right. — However,  after  fpriDing  m^nf 
ichem^s,  lie  at  lad  refolv^d  upon  making  a  grant 
of  that  kingdom  to  his  youngeft  fon  John,  vi'hich 
he  accordingly  ratified  in  parliament. 

In  the  mean  time,  Fkz-Aldelm,  while  he  was 
invefted  .with  the  office  of  lord  deputy  in  Ire- 
land, had  .  taken  every  opportunity  to  (hew  his. 
diflike  to  the  Geraldines. — He  obliged  the  foris 
of  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  to  exchange  jtheir.  own 
caftle  for  that  of  Ferney,  and  prefently  afterwards 
caufedthe  latter  to  be  demolilhed. — From  Ray- 
mond, whofe  rcftlefs  difpofition  was,extremely  difa- 
greeabl^  to  his  pacific  adminiftratioii,  aiid  ^whofe 
ambition  gave  him  great  jealoufy,  he  took  all  his. 
Und  near  Dublin  and  Wexford. — He  delayed  the 
reftitution  of  certain  lands  to  Fitz-Stephcn  till 
he  had  obliged  him  to  accept  of  worfe  in  exchange 
for  them,  and  in  many  other  inftances  fliewed  a 
fort  of  partiality  agginft  the  firft  adventurers, 
which  they  could  not  eafily  forgive.  But,  at  length 
he  was  recalled  and  Hugh  cie  Lacy  (to  whom  Robert 
de  Poer,the  king's  marfhal  and  governor  of  Wa- 
tcrford  was  joined  in  the  adminiftration  of  af- 
fairs) was  again  made  the  king's  deputy  in  Ire-* 
land. 

Limerick  (forfeited  by  O'Brian's  revolt)  was 
given  by  the  king  to  the  uncles  and  nephew  of  Rich- 
ard earl  of  Cornwall ;  but  as  they  could  not  get 
poffeflion  of  it,  this  grant  was  furrendered,  and 
the  territory  afterwards  beflowed  iipon  Philip  dc 
Broafe ;  but  the  latter  marching  with  Cogan  and 
Fitz-Stephen  towards  that  quarter,  perceiving  that 
citizens  fct  fire  to  the  town  immediately  oh  his 
approach,  could  by  no  means  be  prevailed  on 
to  niakc  a  fettlement  there,  but  returned  to  Cork, 
^  ,  without  .having  effedled  any  thing.  And  in  the 
parliament  held  at  Oxford,  the  kingdom  of  Cork. 
and  South  Munfter  were  granted  to  Robert  Fitz- 
Stephcn, 
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Stephen,  and  Miks  Cogan  and  their  heirs  after 
them  to  be  held  of  the  king,  his  fon  John  and  their, 
heirs,  by  fervice  of  fixty  knights,  together  with  the 
cuftody  of  the  crown  of  Cork,  which  latter  grant 
was  only  confirnied  during  pleafure,  but  that  was 
fully  fufficient  to  eftablifh  them  in  the  poflcfiioA 
9f  it*. 

Hugh  de  Lacey,  after  his  return,  took  many 
yiik  ftpps  to  eftablifli  hiiTifelf  in  his  viceroy^l^ 
ty,  fecomtricnded  himfelf  to  the  army  by  his  li- 
berality, and  making  an  alliance  with  the  Geral- 
dines,  by,giv]ng  his  niece  in  marriage  to  one  of 
them  oamc4  Meyler  Fitz'^Hijnry,  which  greatly 
eftablifjied  his  interefts  among  the  defcendants  o£ 
the  EngJWh.and  Welch  fettltfd  in  tjie* country. 

R  2  Miles 
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The  following  5s  a  copy  of  the 
charter  granted  for  that  parpofc  : 

**  Hcflricu*  Dei  gratia  rex  Angliae 
Sc  Acquitanx  &  comis  Adegravix, 
akcbiepiArapisy  epifcopis,  abhmbu!t|- 
comitibus,  barooibus,  jufticiariis,  te 
omnibus  miniftrit  Sc  fidelibus  fuis.  . 
Frandt,  Sc  Anglts,  k  Hiberm«rn- 
fihus,  falutcm.  Sciatis  me  conceflii^ 
fe  &  praefenti  charta  mca  confir- 
mafle  Roberto  «flHo  Stephani  Sc 
Miloini  de  Cogan,  Cudodiam  civiutit 
meoe  de  Cork,  cum  cantredo  quod 
crat  Hothnanorum  ejufdem  civitatit, 
quod  retineo  in  manu  mea  ac  ha-- 
benda  ft  tencnda  ea  flmul,  quam- 
kiO  mihi  placaerit,  S:  bene  mihi 
fcrvicnt,  praterea  dono  iis  &  concc- 
Bo,  &  praefcnti  charta  confirrao, 
totum  regnom  dc  Cork,  excepua 
4li£U  civitate  Sc  cantredo  prznomi- 
sato,  que.  in  matin  mea  retineo,  ip- 
lis  and  hehidibds  fuis,  tene^a  de 
me  Sc  J«hanne  litTo-meo'  iThacrcdi- 
hiss  noftri*,  per  rc£Ut  devifes,  ver- 
sus Cap.  &  Cerdani,  fuper  maritioxa, 
Sc  Limericum  Sc  alias  partes.  Se 
hfqui  aquam  protimam  de  Li(more 

5u£s  fluit  inter  Lifmore  Sc  Corke, 
:  defifendit  in  man,  per  ferVitiuro^ 
fio  .  militmn,  inde  mihi  er  Johan- 
ni  filio  meo  Sc  hercdibus  noftris  fa* 
dendum  ;  a  prxfata  Roberto,  & 
hieredibttt  fuis,  fervitittmj  30  mili- 


tum  faciendum  ;  Sc  prcrfato  Milone 
ftharedibusfuis,  ^o — Qujitn  >-olo  S^ 
Milo  cuftodium  fupradi^ze  civitatit^ 
Sc  cantredi  praedi£li  habente  Sc  te- 
jiente  ficut  fupradi^um  Sc  qu5d 
idem  Sc  hxredes  eorum  pofl  ipfos, 
totum  rejnum  pnediflum,  exceptit 
fupradi£ta  civitate  Se  prcfato  cantre- 
do, quoe  in  manu  mea  retineo  )  ha- 
beart  Sc  teneant,  de  me  Sc  Johan- 
ne  filio  meo  Sc  heredibu^  noftiis  { 
per  rc^as  deriias,  ficut  fupra  deter* 
minatum  eft  bene  Sc  and  ih  pace, 
liber^  &  quite,  integre,  plcriarie,  «j 
honorifici,  *  in  bofco  Se  piano,  in 
pratio  Sc  pafeuis,  in  aquis  Sc  mo- 
lt: ndinio,  in  revarii^  Sc  ftagnis  Si 
pificariis,  in  ▼lis  Sc  femitis,  Se  in  om- 
nibus aliis  locis  Se  aliis  rebu9  j6  il- 
lud  pertinentibu^  cum  omnibus  li- 
bertatibui  Sc  Ubertis  confaeludini- 
bus  fuis  :-  ita  quod  £  prxdicio  flu- 
mine,  au&d  it  inter  Lifmore  Sc 
Cork,  remaiieat  in  manu  mea  tota 
Urra  ufquc  ad  Waterford.  Teftibul 
Johanne  Norwicenfi,  Adams  de 
San£to  Afolpho  Se  Auguiliao.  Wa- 
terford, epiicopis  $  Richarda  de 
Lacy,  Willemo  filio  Remfye,  Mao- 
ritio  de  Prendergraft'.  Roberto  Dene. 
Roberto  filia  EiiLderi,  Galfrido  Foei^ 
Hervso  de  Monte  Maurifco.— Apad 
Oxojuum* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^44        ri  I  S  t  O  ft  t    o  r     I  RE  t  A  H  tf^ 

A.  D.  Miles  Cogan,  (betwefcn  whom  indJfiti-SCepheti^ 
'***'  the  province  of  Cork  and  South  Munfter  had  Scjen 
parted)  after  having  adniiniftcred  his  government 
peaceably  for  almoft  five  years,  wis  tkken  off  by 
the  contrivalncc  of  the  natives,  to  whom  he  had 
rendered  himlelf  odious. — For  as  he  was  waiting 
for  fome  Englifhmen  whom  he  had  appointed  to 
frfeet  him  on  a  pjain  near  Lifmot^e,  he  Was  ftiddehly 
fct  upon  by  a  band  of  Irifti  armed  with  axes,  who 
flew  him,  together  with  a  fon  of  Fitz-Stephenvindini- 
mediately  aitcr>Vard^,  raifing  a  ^at  forciev  believed 
that  lord  "himfelf  in  the  city  ot  tork,  ik^hich  was 
however  relieved  by  Raymond,  an  itchie^emeiic 
that  probably  he  would  not  eafily  have  accom- 
plilhed,  if  the  Irifli  had  been  poffeflcd  of  a  fleet 
<vith  which  they  could  have  blocked  up  the  har- 
bour. After  the  death  of  Miles  Cogan,  frefh  fuc- 
cour;5  were  ti-anfported  from  Wales  into  Ireland^ 
and  Richard,  brother  to  the  deceafed,  was  font  over 
and  joined  with  Fitz-Stephen  in  the  government  ct 
the  province. 

Henry  having  knighted  his  younger  fon  Joha^ 
in  council,  and  determined  to  fend  him  over  to  Ire- 
land, now  again  recalled  Hugh  de  Lacey  and  or- 
dered Philip  of  Worcefter  to  embark  for  Ireland  to 
govern  that  kingdom,  as  his  own  and  bis  fon's  lieu- 
tenant*— There  vm  fonlething  extraordinary  in  the 
'  conduft  of  this  king  in  refpeft  to  his  children  ;  he 
had  already  fuflTcred  much  by  bis  partiality  to  two 
of  them,  on  account  of  ftieir  ambirion  and  fickle- 
nefs,  and  yet  he  was  now  about  to  expofc  himfelf 
to  fanher  inconvenience  by  another's  wcakncfs  and 

Suerile  behaviour.  The  c^ftablilhment  of  John  in 
le  dominion  of  Ireland  feem  to  haVe.  been  fomc^ 
what  fimilar  to  the  crowning  of  his  ddefl:  fon  in 
England,  and  both  were  fteps  which  were  contrary 
to  true  and  found  policy.  In  the  firft  cafe,  when 
a  pr'mcc  has  once  inverted  his  fucccflTor  with  the  en- 
Cgns  of  loyalty  or  any  portion  of  regal  authcnity 
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(4s  nianlp(i4  are  gfsnerally  eage^  tp  c^ch  a;^  power) 
i(  xi)aice$  itiin^  naturally  impatient  to  obtain  the 
iBirhgik  of  tl\c  0OiTU|tjion  ?p  Kimfelf ;  and,  in  the  fe- 
cpnd  cafe,  U  ^^  highly  ipiproper  for  any  monarcli 
to  intrUl^  the  care  of  a  newly  conquered  coui^try 
tQ  a  (Juld,  ^hp  muj^,  either  govern  it  by  l^i^pfclf,  or 
Jjis  mini/llry ;  if  by  himfelf,  how  abfurb  muft  it  b? 
^a  boy  of. twelve  years  old  (for  John  was  no  ' 
J:potp)  to  underjak^  fuch  a  talk-, — if  by  his  coun- 
ifeHors,  how  gre^t  a  danger  is  the  ftate  expofed  to 
j^om  their  cabals  -, — j^nd  befides,  if  any  pnp  amona()t 
them  were  both  worthy  and  fit  to  difcharge  this 
.high  office,  .yyould  it  not  have  been  infinitely"  morp 
to  the  purpofe,  to  haye  appointed  fuch  an  one  tp 
the  vice-royalty,  at  Iqaft  till  the  prince  arrived  at 
niaturity  and  was  better  verfed  in  the  arts  of  gp- 
yernoient  which  were  neceflary  for  hojding  the  (do- 
minion oyer  fuch  a  high  fpirited  people  ? 

Donald  O'Lachly,  a  prince  of  Tyrone,  had  fpf- 
merly  been  defeated  by  Courcy,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  and  Philip  of  Worcefter  thought  it  nccef- 
fary,  fpon  aftsr  hi?  arrival,  to  march  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Munftpr  with  his  forces,  where  he  met 
with  no  refiftance ;  and,  after  having  extorted  (by 
fomc  pretence  or  other)  a  tribute  of  gold  from  the 
ckrgy,  paraded  to  Down  Patrick,  wfj^re  yfc  afe 
told  \\e  fettled  the  king's  affairs  (probably  not  with- 
out fqmc  rpgard  to  hi?  own)  and  then  returned, 
well  enough  fatisfied,  to  Dublin,  where  he  waited 
the  arrival  of  earj  John  and  hrs  followers,  who 
arrived  at  W^terford  on  the  firft  day  of  iVpril  ;n 
the  fame  year. 

John  had  embarked  at  Milford  H^ven  the  pre-  ^'^^^P' 
ceding  March  a  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot  on 
board  a  fleet  .of  fi^ty  faiV  the  arrival  of  which 
.  force  was  generally  deemed  fujfident,  in  conjanc- 
.  t\on  with  the  Englifti  trpops  already  fettled  in  Ire^ 
land  to  bring  all,  the  country  under  .quiet  fibjec 
um  W  bis  goverfliaippt  i   byt  the  il^  cqnduck  of 
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this  prince,  and  the  infolcnce  of  his  behaviour  to, 
the  natives,  overthcw  ^11  thofe  hopes,  of  that  kind 
which  the  Englifti  had  fir  ft  conceived,  .  occa-. 
lioneii  a  general  defeftion  among  the  Irifh. 

He  was  received  at  his  landing  by  the  archbiihop 
of  Dublin  and  many  Englifh  lords,  who  fwore 
fealty  and  obedience  to  him. — And  afterwards  mar. 
ny  of  the  Irifh  princes  and  nobles  likewife  came  to 
render  him  homage.  But  when  thefe,  as  a  token  of 
their  triendihip  advanced  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  their  country  to  congratulate  him,  this  weak 
young  prince  treated  thern  with  deriHon,  and  his 
courtiers  infultcd  their  perfons  for  the  expreffion 
of  their  good  will,  pulling  them  by  their  beards 
and  offering  them  all  manner  of  injurious  and  con- 
temptuous treatrnent.  To  great  fpirits  contempt 
is  cfteemed  worfe  than  hatred,  and  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  none  can  bear  fcorn  fo  well  as  the  moft  worth- 
lels  of  men,  who  have  loft  all  fenfe  of  fhame  and  vir- 
tue together,  and  notwithftanding  the  many  fine 
lelfons  fome  inculcate  that  people  Ihould  be  iibave 
the  contempt  of  fcorners,  it  is  feldom  feen  that  they 
are  fo  till  they  are  alfo  below  the  notice  of  the 
wife  and  good. — Perhaps  this  may  be  a  weaknefs, 
but  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  are  wcajcneffes, 
in  our  nature  which  are  fo  interwoven  with  virtues 
that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  fcperate  them,  or  to 
root  out  the  one  without  at  the  fame  time  deftroy- 
ing  the  other. 

Whatever  earl  John  and  his  Norman  courtiers 
m^ght  think  of  this  affair,  the  Irifh  took  their 
treatqient  fo  much  to  heart  that  they  withdrew  with 
all  their  followers,  and  complained  to  Roderic 
O'Connor,  king  of  Connaughr,  to  DermOd  Mac 
Carthy,  Prince  of  Dcfmond,  and  to  Donald 
0*Brian,  prince  of  Limerick,  in  whofe  territories 
they  took  Shelter— ^A 11  thefe  princes  took  fire  im- 
mediately at  the  infult  offered  to  their  countrymen, 
und  though  they  were  before  on  the  point  of  letting 
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but  to  pay  their  compliments  to  John,  they  now 
concluding  no  good  was  to  be  expefted  from  one 
Who  had  behaVcd  fo  childilhly;  entered  into  a  con- 
federacy againft  him,  refolving  to  renounce  all 
thoughts  of  allegiance  and  binding  themfelves  by 
mutual  contracts  to  aft  for  the  future  as  his  mortal 
enemy. 

'  In  confequence  of  this  league,  hoftilities  were 
begun  on  both  fidrs ;  and  the  Englifh  were  al- 
moft  every  where  the  lofers. — In  various  engage- 
ments John  loft  moft  of  his  troops,  not  more  by 
the  fword  than  by  defertion,  and,  in  faft,  found 
himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  thofe  whom  his  pre- 
decefibrsin  the  government  had  chaced  from  their  ca- 
pitals with  a  much  fmaller  force  j  but  there  is  great 
difference  in  the  conduft  of  men,  and  John  as  we 
inentioned  above  was  but  a  child,  and  being  fur- 
rounded  by  weak  and  evil  counfcUors  he  was  per- 
petually employed  in  fome  unpopular  aft,  and  al- 
ways dlfobliging  fomebody  or  other  that  he  ought 
to  have  encouraged. 

The  favourites  of  this  prince  were  Normans,  and 
to  them  we  are  informed  he  gave  the  polTeflions  of 
the  Englilh  and  Welch  who  were  fettled  before 
'them  in  the  county,  as  alfo  many  lands  belonging 
to  the  faithful  Irifli,  who  confequently  became,  as 
.  friends  provoked  generally  are,  the  moft  dangerous 
of  enemies;  the  love  for  their  country  that  before 
had  been  fmothered  in  their  breafts  by^  the  kindnefs 
with  which  the  Englilh  had  treated  them,  now 
broke  forth  with  an  ardour  which  joined  to  the 
fi^rcenefs  of  their  natural  difpofition  threatened  the 
worft  of '  confcquences :  and  what  added  to  the 
weight  of  this  evil  was  that  thefe  difobliged  perfons 
being  almoft  equally  acquainted  with  the  policy  of 
both  nations,  Tiad  more  abilities  as  well  as  more  in- 
clination to  do  their  conquerors  mifchief.— — 
While  thefe  were  every  where  preparing  oppofition, 

-  R  4  John    , 
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John  committed  the  receipt  of  the  tributes  to  thofij 
who  expanded  them  in  diflipation  inftead  of  fupply- 
inchin^  with  them  for  public  fervice;— whiMl  thofc 
who  had  the  cares  of  government  and  military  af- 
{^irs  were  no  better  chofen  but  gave  up  their  rime 
(o  women  iind  wine  inftead  of  being  vigilant  eveiy 
where  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  natives :— Thef^ 
taking  adv^cage  of  their  negligence  and  fupinenefs^ 
were  perpetually  cmplpyed  in  making  depredations 
upon  their  diftrlfts,  and  gaining  honour  ^nd  ad-- 
vantage  by  their  rcmiflneU  ;  while  the  firft  fet^ler? 
being  even  flighted  by  the  Englifh  government 
withdrew  their  advice  and  affiftance  which  wa$ 
of  the  worft  confequence  to  the  intere(tsof  th^ 
young  prince  who  at  laft  found  himfclf  utterly 
unable  to  manage  the  affairs  of  that  divided 
country, 

Roderic  O'Connor  had,  fome  time  beibre  thii 
period,  been  depofed  by  his  fon  Manmoy,whom  thp 
example  that  had  been  made  by  Mqrtogh  didfiqt 
difcourage  from  a  rebellion  agamft  his  father  an4 
his  king,  who  in  confequence  of  his  fuccefs  ha4 
retired  to  a  monaftery  •,  but  about  this  time  cam0 
from  thence  and  concluding  a  league  with  Donald 
0*Brian  was  rcftored  by  nis  aiCU^ancc  aixj  th^t 
of  the  pnglifh  of  Munfter  5  but  the  Irifli  add 
that  this  Donald  0*6rian  in  a  fucceeding  war, 
defeated  the  Englilh  and  flew  a  particular  favouritjc; 
of  Jphn's  that  ufed  tp  be  called  his  Fofter-Fathep, 

It  will  not  he  any  way  furprizing  to  the  jur 
diclous  reader,  that  mutual  complaints  fliould 
mark  this  a?r4,  when  mutual  jealoufies  fubfifted 
-^Apcprdingly  we  find  the  ehiefs  exclaiming 
4gainft  each  other  inftead  of  minding  their  fepc- 
rate  charges  and  taking  care  of  the  common  in^ 
tcreft  of  the  Englilh  in  Ireland — John  in  parti- 
cular wrote  to  court  complaining  that  Hugh  de 
I^a'cey  who  co\)ld  not  be^  tQ  be  fuperfeded  in  his 
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govcnunenc  by  ^ny  man,  fought  to  ftrip  him  of  his 
regal  rights  ;— and  by  this  letter  laid  open  pnc  of 
jhe  principal  caufes  of  the  animofitics  then  fubfift- 
ing  in  the  oountry^  which  was  no  other  than  9 
diftruft  on  his  part,  that  had  drawn  on  him  the 
^iflike  of  this  lord  and  others,  who  naturally,  iii 
return.,  exprefled  a  want  of  confidence  qn  their  fide, 
^nd  thias  between  them  the  new  planted  govern- 
pient  was  likely  to  be  ruined,  whUft  Henry  coul4 
lieither  appear  in  perfon  to  put  an  end  to  thefe 
cooloeflTes,  nor  with  all  the  wifdom  he  was  poflelTed 
'of,  regulate  the  ftate  at  fo  great  a  diftance  as  he  then 
was,  and  employed  in  affairs  of  fo  different  a 
nature  as  thofe  which  then  took  up  his  attention. 

For  that  prince,  ever  unhappy  in  his  children,  who 
were  always  quarrelling  either  with  him  or  with  each 
other,  had  now  prepared  to  chaftife  Richard,  one 
of  his  fons,  who  in  his  abfence  had  invaded  the  ter- 
ritories of  his  brother  Geoffrey  in  Bretagne.  — 
however,  Henry  having  affembled  his  forces,  and 
fent  this  rebellious  prince  an  abfolute  command  to 
dcfift  from  furthar  hoftilities,  Richard  either  by 
the  advice  of  his  counfellors,  or  for  fear  of  his  fa- 
ther's forces,  or  on  both  accounts,  fubmitted  to  his 
orders,  and  returned  in  peace  and  quietnefs. 

Another  thing  which  took  up  much  of  the  K'ng 
of  England's  time  was  his  negotiation  with  Loub 
of  France,  and  others,  concerning  fetting  a  treaty 
pn  foQf  for  an  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land,  which 
was  one  of  the  conditions  of  peqance*  fettled  by  the 

pope, 

*  The  aiticlei  whiph  vftxe  |m«  frotn  the  next  Chnftmtz-^zj,    he 

pQ^  upon  him  were  thefe  :  ihouU  take  the  following  fum  ner  to 

1.  That  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  go  in  perfoo  to  the  Holy  Lind,  un-* 

tv^ve  month  ^rom  the  approaching  left  the  obligation   were  difpcnfed 

ieaft  of  P^ntecod,  the  king  fhould  with  by  pope  Alexander  himfelf|  Pr 

gnre  io  much  money  >as  the  knighif  his  catholjc  fuccdlors.  '  Neveithci 

'Umplars  fhould   |leem   fuAcient  to  lefs,  if,  from  the  prefling  neceflity  bf 

maimain  two  handled  kniehts  for  the  Cbriftians  in   Spain,  he   ibouid 

the  defence  of  the  Holy  Land  during  go  thither  to  make  war  againft  the 

the  tarn  Pf  onf  year,     ^ut  that  Spraccas^  he  might  in  that  cafe  de- 
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pope,  when  he  took  cognizance  of  Becket's  murder; 
and  the  crufadcs,  as  they  were  called,  were  fo 
much  the  falhion  of  thofc  times,  that  to  a  prince  of 
Henry's  fpirit,  this  article  could  fcarcely  have  been 
deemed  any  penance  at  all,  if  he  had  not  had  at  the 
fame  time  fo  many 'other  affairs  upon  his  hands,  of 
which,  doubdefs,  the  fettlement  of  Ireland  was  far 
from  being  the  leaft  in  his  confideration.— Both  the 
kings  promifed  the  patriarch,  of  Jerufalem,  who  was 
prefent  at  this  conference,  fupplies  of  men  and 
money  •,  neverthelefs,  he  went  away  much  diflatif- 
ficd,  as  he  had  expefted  to  carry  with  him  one 
of  Henry's  fons  to  head  the  Chriftians  in  Paleftine, 
and  check  the  arms  of  Saladin,  a  requed,  the  affairs 
of  all  the  princes  at  this  junfture  rendered  abfo- 
Jutely  unfit  to  be  granted,  becaufe  the  execution 
of  that  projeft  muft  have  been  attended  with  fuch 
difKculties,  as  would  have  rendered  it  next  to  im- 
poITible,  as  well  as  molt  abfurdly  impolitic  to 
attempt  bringing  to  an  iffue. 

The  affairs  of  the  clergy  in  England  likewifc 
formed  an  object  which' merited  Henry's  attention, 
who  had  had  many  cares  upon  his  hands  on  that 
account  from  the  days  of  Becket  to  the  prefent 
time. — Amongftmany  regulations  relative  to  thefe, 
we  find  that  he  recommended  a  Carthufian  monk 

to 


fer  his  journey  to  Jerufalem,  for  To  3.  That  he  fhould  abfolntely  pre 

much  time,  as  he  Ihould  fpcnd  in  up  thofc  conftitTitioos  or  cuApo*, 

fuch  ail  expedition.  which   had  b^a  introduced  io  bis 

2.  That  he  fliould  neither  hinder  tinw  againft  the  church  of  his  king- 

himfeif,  nor  fuflvr  others  to  hinder,  dom. 

appeals  from  being  made  freely,  with  .   4.  That  if  any  lands  Ji>d  been 

|ood  faith,  a^d  without  fraud  or  evil  taken  from  the  fee  of  Canterbuiy,  be 

intentions  in  ecclefiaftical  caufes  to  jhould   fully  reftoce  them  as'th^ 

the  Romaji   pontiif ;   fo  that  they  were  held  by  that  fee  a  year  before 

might  be  tried  and  determined  accord-  archbifliopBecket  went  out  of  EngUnd 
ing  to  his  judgment.     Yet  with  a  5.  That  to  all   the  clergy,    and 

pruvifo,  that  if  any  appellants  were  laity  of  either  fex,  who  had  been  dc- 

.  fufpe^d  by  the  jcing,  they  Aould  privcd  of  their   poflc/fions   on  the 

.  give  him  Yccurity  that  they  would  account  of  that  prelate,  he  ftould 

not  attempt  any  thing  to  the  prcju-  likewife  redore  thofe  ppflimoai  fi(H 

diQQ  of  him  or  nis  kingdom. '  hU  peace  and  favour. 
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to  the  fee  of  "Lincoln ; — but  the  chapter  not  ap- 
provtfighim  on  account  of  his  order,  and  alfo  being 
a  foreigner,  propofed  that  cither  one  of  his  own  trea-^* 
furers  Richard ^  or  one  nameki  Herbert,  his  chap- 
lain, a  canon  of  Lincoln,  and  archdeacon  of  Can- 
terbury, fliould  rather  be  chofcn  to  fill  that  fee- 
to  which  the  king  properly  replied,  "  All  thefe 
are  rich  enough  already  j  for  the  future  I  will  ne- 
iver  bcftow  any  benefice  from  interceffion,  or  fa- 
vour,, or  from  any  other  motive  than  the  fincere 
belief  thai  my  choice  will  be  pleafing  to  God/'— 
And  in  confequcnce  of  this  declaration  they  con- 
icntcd  to  eled  the  perfon  whom  he  had  recom- 
•niended. — 

All  thefe  matters,  together  with  other  affairs  in 
Normandy,  Scoland,  and  Wales,  had  long  divided 
the  attention  of  this  great  king,  and  called  for  all 
his  wifdom  to  conduft  themj  and  yet  to  moft  of 
thefe  he  w^  generally  equal,  and  we  may  add,  with 
juftice,  he  would  even  have  been  fo  to  all  of  them, 
if  he '  had  had  faithful  friends  and  relations,  and 
minifters  of  the  fame  wifdom  and  fortitude  with  him- 
fclf  V  J3Ut  as  thefe  things  cannot  all  unite  in  one  per- 

•  fon  and  at  all  times,  fo  Henry  often  found  himfelf 
cmbarraffed  by  the  ill  conduct  of  others,  and  in  con- 
fequence,  that  time  fpent  in  reftifying  their  mif- 
takes,  which,  if  employed  according  to  his  own 
plans  and  projefts,  might  have  rendered  his  empire 
luch  as  would  have  anfwered  his  moft  fahguine 

•  hopes,  and  flattered  his  higheft  expeftations. 

His  younger  fon  John  was  one  of  thofe  checks 
which  I  have  noticed :— -while  his  brothers  were  bu- 
fied  in  ftirring  up  an  unnatural  war  in  Normandy, 
he  was  taken  up  in  waging  a  fuccefslefs  one  in 
'  Ireland,  which  was  managed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
(hewed  at  once  a  want  of  fpirit  and  of  prudence. 
At  laft  all  the  intereft  of  the  Englilh  being  appa- 
rently going  to  WTCck  in  that  kingdom,  this  head- 
long 
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long  youi^  Pf^ncp  WM  iccal^i  a^d  :Heitfyf9p 
Courcy^  earl  of  l))!^,  fubltituiec}  ^^ieHpenant  in 
hisftcad. 

Afier  the  d^afQifp  ^  thj$  pnnpe,  the  care  df 
the  new  viceroy  begf^^  to  put  things  pppn  a  better 
tootii}g,  checli^ing  (tie  navie$  in  t^ir  djepredadoas, 
and  working  to  make  a  more  firm  eil^blifl^ni^t  ci 
the  Engliih  in  ^\ic  country. — But  Hugh  4c  Lacey, 
who  (from  a  wrqng  pplicy)  was  veft^  with  ppw^ 
which  were  indcpiadant  of  iimj  W2^$  To  fs^  from 
minding  what  he  enjoined,  that  be  even  Separated 
himfelf  from  him,  and  feen^ed  tp  aSc£t  a  powcf  Q^ 
his  owni^  and,  according  to  fom^c».hRd  evqn  ordered 
a  crown  to  be  prepared  for  him.    If  thefe  things 
were  difpleafing  to  Courcy,  the  reader  will  certainly 
conclude  they  muft  have  proved  (till  mpre  ib  to  the 
King  of  England,  who,  when  he  received  intclfi- 
gepce  of  this  (irange  behaviour,  (which  doubdefs 
was  not  conveyed  to  him  without  foine  c:it4gger9- 
tions)  immediately-  fent  the  accufed  orders  to  re- 
turn to  England.    But  Lacey  (lighted  thi^fe  orders; 
and  this  circumdance  increa&d  the  fufpic'iQn  which 
at  leaft  it  had  the  ftrongeft  appearance  of  jf^fj- 
ing- — Henry,  however,  was  in  a  cruel  dilemnia  hn^ 
.  to  proceed  againft  this  extraordinary  man.     It  mMft 
certainly  be  dangerous  to  \$:t  him  gp  pn  in  this 
manner;  but  ch.*n,  if  his  maflier  had  beien  ppflfeilcd 
of  che  cleared  proofs  of  his  guilt,  it  would  cer- 
^tairjiy  hav(e  been  f\o  lels  dangerous  to  havp  at- 
tempted ufmg  ibrce  againft  fo  great  a  chief,    for 
as  Lacey  had  a  number  both  of  Engliih  and  Iri(h 
troops  at  his  cpmm^d,  and  was  befides  a  peribn 
erf  deep  policy,  cvpry  thing  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  fuch  a  man  oj^oc  provoked;  and  thekindllnga 
civil  war   in  Ireland,    whichever  party  might  be 
.  ino(t  likely  tp  prevail,  was  a  ready  way  to  opeji  a 
door  to  the  Iridi  to  f^U  upon  both^  an  advantage 
that  pp  prudent  prince  would. think  of  giViog 
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them  tife  leaft  fchancfefor,  and  sffixich  ihdefed  was  the 
only  confldcration  that  could  h^vfe  Jii-cvailcd  on 
Henry  For  a  moment  to  enduiie  the  behaviour  that 
He  was  mfbrfncd  this  anibitipus  chief  had  adopted, 
rfnfd  whfch;  upon  *an  impartial  iexamination  of  the 
whole  affiiir,  it  appears  that  he  reaHy  had  given 
his  enemies  grounds  to  accufe  him  of. 

But  however  extcnfive  the  views  of  Lacejr 
*cre,  he  was  not  permitted  long  to  indulge  him* 
fclf  in  the  hopes  of  accomplifhihg  t^em.  Deaths 
Ae  end  of  all  things^  pm  an  end  to  his  fchemes  «nd 
Ms  exigence  when  leaft,  expeftcd,  and  levelled  this 
great  man  with  the  duft.  Being  at  this  time  em^ 
l^yed  in  Building  a  caftle  on  the  borders  of  Mcath, 
aftd  gorhg  out  to  take  a  Vidw  how  it  went  onv 
Attended  by  three  Englifli  foldiers  hfe  had  aMb  taken 
with  liirh,  one  O'Mcay,  an  Irifhman,  whom  he 
had  lately  received  into  his  family.  Advancing 
Bcfoife  the  reft  of  his  followers  a^ut  a  ftone*s 
throw,  with  this  man  with  whom  he  had  been  con- 
verfing,  as  he  (looped  down  to  obfcrve  fomething 
about  the  building,  the  latter  took  that  op- 
portunity of  ftriking  his.  head  off  with  in  ixe, 
which  he  had  concealed  under  his  mantle.^ — The 
^ards,  who  faw  him  fall,  imrhediately  ran  to  the 
fcot ;  but  they  were  neither  early  enough  to  fave 
ftieir  matter,  nor  to  avenge  his  death. — Thus  fell 
Lacey  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  troubles,  and  thus 
was  the  king  delivered  from  the  apprehenfions  of 
a  civil  war  between  his  fubjeds  in  Ireland,  the 
tTK)ught  of  which  had  given  him  great  anxiety.— 
Oh  the  news  of  his  death  that  prince  ordered  his 
younger  fdn  John  once  more  to  go  over  to  Iit- 
fcmd^  and  take  charge  of  the  lands  of  Lacey  during 
th^  minority  of  his  fon. 

Yet  on  hearing  of  his  brother  Geoffrey's 
death,  he  fuddehly  flopped  John  from  fetting  out 
on  this  expedition.     Yet  he  had  all  along   en- 

tert^ned 
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tertained  a  defire  t)f '  feeing  hioi  made  loird  of. 
Irdand,  though  he  feemed  to  demur  upon  crown- 
ing him  king  of  that  country,  which  at  Bvik  be 
himlclf  had  propofed  •»  and  even  now  a  cardinal, 
arrived  in  England,  os  legate  from  the  pope,  iO; 
order  to  fettle  the. aifFair  of  the  intended  corona-, 
tion.  But  Henry  had  by  this  time  very  wifely  laid 
aHde  all  fuch  ridiculous  defigns,  in  regard  to  John, 
and  even  went  fo  far  (as  we  have  f^n)  as  to 
countermand  his  paiiage  to  Irelai^d, 

During  thefe  tranfadions,  the  preparations  for 
the-  Holy  War  were  making  all  over  Europe, 
whilil  in  Paleftine  the  fukan  Saladin  laid  ficgc 
to  Jerufalem ;— -on  which  emergency  the  patriarch 
of  Antioch  wrote  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Eng-. 
gland,  in  which,  after  having  complimented  him 
on  his  power  and  his  wifdom,  he  told  him.  That 
the  diftrefled  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  implored  him 
;o  make  hafte,  and  bring  tlicm  a  powerful  aid 
in  that  extremity  of  danger,  that  the  holy^  fepul- 
chre  of  the  Lord,  and  the  noble  city  of  Antioch 
might  by  him  be  faved  from  fuch  a  fubjedion 
to  foreigners  and  infidels,  as  would  be  a  difgrace 
to  Chriftendom. 

In  anfwer,  Henry  aflured  the  Chriftians  of  the 
Eaft,  that  even  fooner  than  they  could  hope, 
fuch  a  multitude  of  the  Faithful  fliould  arrive  to 
their  afliftance,  as  eye  tad  mi  feen^  nor  ear  heard 
neither  had  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  nkzn  to  con- 
eeive  ;  and,  that  amo'ngft  other  princes,  he  and 
his  fon  Richard  rejecting  all  the  glory  of  this 
world,  defpifing  all  its  pleafures,  and  fubmitting 
all  its  interefts  to  their  concern  for  this  objeft, 
would  pcrfonally  vifit  them,  and  employ  their 
whole  force  to  fuccour  and  defend  them. 
:  The  Crufade  was  alfo  preaclied  in  Wales  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  it  excited  above  three  thoufand  of 
the  natives  of  that  country  to  engage  in  it.    But 
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t)0  fuch  thing  was  done  in  Ireland,,  which,  had  ic, 
been  tried  was   not  likely  to .  have  anfwered  the 
purpofe  i  fince  the  new  fettlers  would  never  have 
hazarded  leaving  the  country,  and  the  old  Irifli* 
were  too  poor  to  undertake  fuch  an  expedition. — 
There  Roderic  king  of  Connao^ht  had  once  more 
fefigned  his  dominions  to  his  fon  TManmoy ;  but 
the  government  of  that  prince  being  difagreekble 
to  many  of  his  fubjefts,  they  follcited  the  aid' of 
the  Engliflito  difpbflefs  him.     Cojjrcy  being  ap- 
plied to,  readily  lent  them  his  artiffance,  in  hopes 
q{  reducing  ;Connaught  tQ  obedtence  ;    but  hir 
defigns  were  fruftrated,  as  were  alfo  thofe  of  the 
revokers,    by   an    alliance   that   Manmoy    made' 
with  Donald  O'Brian,  by  means  of 'which  he  was' 
enabled  to    drive  them  out  of  the  country,  and 
thus  once  more  to  eftablifh  hinrifelf  in  the  king- 
dom. 
,  Irhcre  a    fynod  was  held  about    this  period^ 
under  the  archbifliop  of  Dublin,   for  the ,  better 
regulation  of   the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Ire- 
land, and  during  this  fynod  fome  accufations  were 
ijiade,  and  recriminated  between  the  Englifh  and 
Welch,    and  the  Irifli  priefts  concerning  certain 
enormities^  which  being  proved,    were  followed 
^th'fome  reprimands  ana  fufpenfions  ;   and  the 
reft  of  the  proceedings  were  chiefly  fuch  as  tended 
to  promote  celibacy  among  the  Irifh  clergy. 
'Thofe  troubles    ftill  continued,   which   Rode- 
ric O'Connor,   the   former  monarch,     beheld   as 
a  calm  fpeftator,  from  the  monaiftery  to  which 
he  had  retired  :— and  the  people  of  that  country 
doomed,  whether  under  their  own  kings  or  un- 
der  a  foreign  power,    to    be    alike  reftlefs   and 
alike  unhappy,    were    ftill    involved  in   difputes 
both  with  the  Englifh  and  with  one  another,  when. 
Henry  the  fecond,  to  whom  they  .had  all  fworn 
allegiance,    died    at    Normandy,   in  the   year  of 
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thrift  deven  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  and  the 
fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  without  having  Uved 
either  to  iee  his  Irith  conquers  fettted,  of  to  per- 
form  his  journey  to  the  Holy  Land.  He  (al- 
lowing for  human  frailties)  was  certainly  a  wife 
and  not  a  bad  prince,  poflelfcd  of  great  perfonal  va« 
lour,  ftill  greater  fortitude,  much  penetration, 
and  many  mie  accomplilhments*  After  his  death 
he  was  Succeeded  by  his  fon,  who  confequently 
becafne  king  of  England,  duke  of  Normandy  aod 
Acquitamt,  &c. 

.  Richard^  furnamed  Cc^r  de  Lion^  vfvs  crowned 
at  Weftmihfter,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
eighty  •  nine,  John  Rill  remaining  vcAed  with  the 
fovereignty  of  Ireland,  for  \^hich  reaibn  the  ftyle 
of  lord  or  Ireland  was  not  added  to  the  titles  of 
his  brother. 

Indeed  this  kingi  whole  hearts  was  fet  upon  the 
c^rufade,  made  fb  little  account  of  what  palTcd  in 
that  kingdom,  that  whatever  diftinftion  he  might 
have  been  pleafed  to  afiume  fforti  hence,  it  fnuft 
iave  been  out  a  mere  empty  title  j— for  John 
was  in  full  pofleflion  of  that  grant  which  had 
been  made  him  in  the  laft  reign,  and  his  lieute- 
nants and  minifters  managed  matters  in  his  name, 
and  carried  them  on  as  bdlt  agreed  with  their  in- 
clinations. 

Ever  fince  the  death  of  old  Hugh  Lacey,  hb 
foh  had  kept  uj)  the  difference  between  their  fa* 
inily,  and  that  of  the  Courcies,  and  carrying. things 
with  a  very  high  h^d,  the  Irifti  army  began  again 
to  revolt,  and  again  entered  into  a  folemn  league 
to  be  true  to  each  other,  to  the  utter  delVrudion 
of  the  Englifli  name,  and  the  extirpation  of  all 
that  nation  from  the  ifland.  Among  the  chief  of 
the  confpirators  was  Cormac  O'Connor  one  of 
the  fons  of  Roderic,  who  was  able  to  aflcmblc 
fuch  a  large  body  of  fighting  men,  as  he  doubted 
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not  but  would  be  fufHcicnt  to  recover  the  whole 
kingdom. 

There  wais  a  remarkable  fight  between  this  Cor- 
mac  O'Connor,  and  the  Englilh,  which  well  de- 
ferves  to  be  noted  here*  Having  gathered  toge- 
ther a  great  army  with  intention  to  fct  about  his 
cntefprife*  Courcy^  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  it^ 
having  little  dcpendance  upon  any  of  the  family 
of  Laccy^  fent  for  his  brother  St*  Lawrence  to 
come  to  his  afliftancc  with  all  fpeed,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  but  w\th  a  band  of  men  whofe 
number  did  not  exceed  thirty  knights,  and  two 
hundred  foot  : — But  he  did  not  march  fecretly 
enough  for  his  route  to  be  unknown  to  O'Con- 
nor, who  contrived  to  lay  an  ambufh  for  him^ 
into  which  when  he  and  his  followers  were  fud*- 
denly  and  Unexpeftedly  fallen,  a  fudden  terror 
and  a  T\azement  feized  upon  them  all.  And  one 
Montgomery,  a  horfeman,  turning  fhort,  when 
he  furveyed  their  defperate  fituatlon,  thus  addreflcd 
them,  •*  Let  us  now  fly,  and  fave  our  lives ; .  as  for 
the  foot  w€  can  do  them  no  good  by  fighting ;  but 
by  flying  and  favirtg  our  own  lives,  we,mayfuc- 
cour  our  wives,  children  and  kindred."— But  Sir 
Amorick's  brother,  who  led  the  foot,  being  by 
this  time  come  up  to  the  place,  and  hearing  what 
the  other  had  faid,  made  this  heroic  anfwer  ; — 
"  1-  fee  by  all  circumftances  that  you  mean  to  fly, 
but  you  Sir  Amorick,  my  noble  brother,  what 
mean  you,  to  give  ear  to  this  cowardly  horfeman  ? 
Will  you  leave  us  here,  as  (heep  in  the  mouths 
of  thofe  mercilefs  people,  as  ravening  wolves, 
ready  to  rend  us  in  pieces  ? — Have  you  forgotten 
the  bloody  battles  we  followed  you  in  ?  And  do 
you  not  fee  that  we  have  left  our  counjny,  our 
wives,  our  children,  and  our  deareft  friends,  and 
now  ftand  ac  ileath*s  door,  to  be  forfaken  by  you. 
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whom  wc  never  left  fo  defolate  and  diftrcflfed.— 
If  you  weigh   not  our  lamentable  eftate,  regard 
your  own  honour,    and  tb«  bouie  you  were  de- 
fended of. — Will  you  k)fc  in  an  hour,  the  ho- 
nour  you  won  in  many  years?  Call  to  rememi- 
brance^  mod  worthy  knight,  how  that  m  UrieU 
in  like  manner  diftreflcd,  you  difnioumed  your- 
felf,  flew  your  horfe,  led  the  foot,  animated  the 
company,  recovered  yourfelf,  and  came  off  with 
honour.     Wc  are  your  fle^  your  blood  ;  we  arc 
come  hither  to  6ght,  to  hve  and  to  die  together. 
I  know  the  worft.     I  am  refolved  ^  if  w^  fight^ 
we  die  5    if  ^e  fty,  we  are  (lain. — Is  is  not  bet- 
ter then  to  fight  like  men,  and  fo  win  honour, 
than   to  be  (lain  in  flight  like  bea(by  and  gai& 
feame  forever  r" — Having  thus  fpoken.  Sir  Armo- 
rick  turned  to  the  foot,  and  fcarcely  bejng  zbk 
to  fpeak  for  forrow,  thus  refolved,  **  I  have  no  1 
power  to  fly,  and  leave  my  friends,  my  fldh,  my 
blood,  in  this  extreme  diftreis  :    I  will  live  wit^ 
them  who  for  my  fake  came  hithcF,  if  it  fo  plcaft 
God,  and  I  will  die  with  them  if  it  b;e  his  pksh 
fore,  and  ending  here,  wc  ihall  meet  again^  bo- 
dies and  fouls,  at  the  laft  day,  God  and  the  world 
bear  witnefs,   that  we  do   as  Chriftian  knights> 
ought  to  do.' — I  yield  my  foul  into  God's  hands^ 
my  body  to, return  whence  it  came;  my  fcrvioe 
to  my  native  prince,  my  heart  to  my  wilt   and 

brotlier. To  Sir  John  de  Courcy,  my  might, 

and  my  force,  and  bloody  fweat  to  the  aid  of  all 
you  that '  are  in  the  field."  At,  thefe  words 
,  he  alighted,  kneeled  down,  ki(red  the  crofs  of  his 
fword,  and  ran  his  horfe  through,  faying,  **  Thou 
(halt  never  fcrve  againft  me,  that  haft  fo  wor- 
thily ferved  with  me.**  1  he  reft  then  did  the 
like.  After  wluch  looking  about  with  a  cheerful 
countenance,  as.  if  he  had  not  been  the  njan  thtt 
was  formerly  fo  much  difmayed,  he  charged  two 
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young  gentlemen  of  the  company,  to  go  to  the 
top  of  an  adjoining  hill^  and  thence  beholding 
the  battle,  to  make  true  report  to  his  brother 
Courcy,-  and  to  others  of  that  day's  fervicc*  **  Im-^ 
mediately  (fays  Hanmer)  they  prepared  for  bat- 
tle ;  the  enemies  marvelled,  feeing  them  approach, 
that  they  durft  (being  fo  few)  abide  the  field.*— 
They  made  likcwife  a  ftand,  and  caft  doubts  whe- 
ther the  Englifhmen  in  this  attempt  had  not  fome 
great  fupply,  rcfcue,  or  main  battle  following  af- 
ter  I  they  would  not  give  the  onfet  till  they  had 
knowledge  thereof  by  fcouts  andefpials." — In  con* 
clufion  the  fame  autlior  affirms,  that  though 
0*Connor*s  army  confided  of  about  twenty  rhou* 
fand  men,,  yet  a  thoufand  of  them  fell,  and  that 
the  Engliftimen  turning  back  to  back^  when  they 
were  furrounded,  fought  till  they  were  all  flain 
on  the  field,  leaving  to  their  enemies  a  dear^-bought 
viftory.— . 

I  have  infertcd  this  account  for  the.  curiofity  of 
it,  which,  if  it  be  not  exaggerated,  is  indeed  a 
wonderful,  though  1  cannot  think  it  a  commend- 
able, inftance  of  the  prowefs  of  Sir  Amoric 
and  his  men: — if  the  difproportion  in  numbers 
Was  any  thing  like  what  Hanmer  mentions,  it  was 
^c  height  of  raftinefs  to  attempt  engaging  whilft 
any  other  method  was  left  in  their  choice,  and 
that  they  might  have  avoided  coming  to  a  battle 
-leems  more  than  probable,  at  leaft  when  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  Irifh  was  fo  great  that  they  durft 
not  give  the  charge,  a  circumftance  which  might 
j^ave  furniflied  them  with,  fomc  more  favourable 
opportunity  than  that  of  a  regular  engagement, 
whereby  to  extricate  thcmfelves  from  their  em- 
barraflmcnts.  But  this  was  the  falhion  in  which 
military  men,  efpecially  knights,  at  that  time  of 
day  threw  away  their  own  lives  and  thofe  of  then: 
followers.     Inftanccs  of  this  kind  are  not  fo  fre- 
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quent  fince  the  introduftion  of  a  new  difcipline 
in  Europe  ;  ncverthelcfs  there  is  no  occaTion  to 
defpife  tlx'ir  valour  on  one  fide^  nor.  to  commend 
ralhneis  on  the  other-,  and  taking  every  circum- 
ftance  of  the  above  ftory  exa<5tly  as  my  author  re- 
lates it,^  that  this  was  raftiaefs  I  think  is  quite  in-» 
'conteftable* 

Yet^  after  this  ^i^ory,  in  remembrance  of  which 
.  Connor  erefted  an  abbey^  for  fome  reaibn  or 
other  (furely  not  becaufe  he  bad  defeated  thtEng-^ 
lifli,  as  fome  feem  to  imimate)  he  thought  pro^ 
per  to  treat  of  a  peace  with  Laeey^  which  irora 
the  poflure  of  affairs  at  that  time,  we  may  prc- 
fume  was  grained  him.  without  much  difficulty. 

And  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  little  to  the 
honour  of  eiihcr  nation,  that  both.  Englifli  awd 
Irifh  knew  pretty  well  when  to  aik  or  when  to 
grant  a  peace;  the  one  foliciting^"  and  the  other 
complying  with  the  felicitation  generally  oipon  tlir 
fame  principle — of  convemenee^-^^ind  neither  fide 
being  very  nice  in  regard  to  keeping  fuch  en- 
gagements, whcrn  an  opportunity  ferved  to  break 
Sicm  to  advantage.  If  there  are  thofe  who  think 
this  cenfupe  too  feverc  upon  either  of  the  par- 
ties, they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  read  hiftory 
with  their  eyes  open,  and  their  fenfes  clear,  and 
they  will  prcfently  be  convinced  of  ihc  truth  of 
the  charge.  ^ 

Ifabel,  only  da\ighter  of  Richard  de  Clare, 
Turnanied  Srrongbov/,  earl  of  Pembroke,  was  this 
year  married  to  William,  lord  Maxfkld,.  earl 
niarfl>al  of  England,  who  was  a  great  favourite 
of  king  Richard,  and  carried  the  keptre  at  that 
prince's  coronation. — This  William,  lord  Max- 
Held  (who  was  afterwards  created  earl  of  Pem- 
broke) came  over  as  lord  jufticc  and  governor 
of  Ireland,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  \  he  was  alfo  one  of  the  regency  of  England  tfi 
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the  ablence  of  king  Richard,  and  had  a  great  eftate  , 
in  Ireland.— The  country  remained  in  a  tranquil 
ftate  during  his    adminillration.^ — At    length    he 
refigned  it  to  Hugh  Valois,  who  contiriued  chief 
^vernor   till  the  death  of  the  king,   which  hap-       f  IJl^^'Q 
pened  in  the  year  of  Chrift  eleven  hundred  and  *' 

ninety-nine. — 

That  prince  after  a  fuccefsleft  expedition  to  the 
Holy  Land,  in  the  counfc  of  which  one  of  his  al- 
lies was  drowned,  and  another  bafely  defcrted 
him,  was  feizcd  on  his  return  home,  and  caft  in- 
to prifon,  by  order  of  Leopold  duke  of  Auftria, 
and  after  very  ^ong  confinement,  and  many  in- 
dignities, was  at  length  releafed  for  a  large  fum 
of  ihoney. — But  yet  he  was  not  fated  to  end  his 
days  in  peace  ;  for  pafling  over  afterwards  into 
Bretagne,  on  foreign  affairs,  he  was  (hot  witk 
an  arrow,  as  he  was  befieging  a  caftlc  belonging 
to  one  of  his  vaffals,  who  retufed  to  yield  up  t6 
him  a  certain  hidden  treafure  which  he  had  found. 
Thus  fell  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  to  him 
fucceeded, 

John  earl  of  Moreton,  already  lord  of  Ireland,  a.  d. 
This  prince  lucceeding  in  manifeft  injury  to  his- 
ncphew,  Arthur^  the  real  and  umioubted  heir  to 
the  crown,  whom  he  traiteroufly  murdered,  and 
being  too  weak  as  well  as  too  wicked  to  keep 
well  with  his  barons,  foimd  his  reign  one  fcene  of 
conrinqed  difturbance^  which  began  at  his  firfl: 
laccedion  to  the  throne,  and  accompanied  him  even 
tD  his  death.  He  at  firft  affected  to  take  the 
crown  by  eleftion  (concerning  which  circumftancc 
fome  hiftorians  have  made  a  great  parade)  but  this 
was  only  becaufe  he  could  not  pretend  to  a  bet- 
ter claim  ;  and  the  eleftion  was  fuch  an  one  as 
mmy  hid  afterwards  caufe  to  repent  who  had  a 
hand  ia  confirming  his  injuftice, 
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The  lord  juftice  continued  in  his  government 
no  longer  than  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  this 
fickle  pcince,  who,  after  that  term,  not  only  dif- 
placed,  but  fined  hini,  ijuid  appointed  another  to 
fucceed  him. 

Meyler  Fitz-Hcnry,  the  natural  fon  of  king 
Henry,  .and    half   brother   to  Fitz -Gerald,    was 

pitched  upon  the  fucceflbr.-- William  de  Braos 

about  this  time  received  a  grant  of  the  honours 
of  Limerick  for  him  and  his  heirs,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, the  city  of  Limerick  and  fome  other 
cantreds  excepted  •,  but  (difapproying  of  the  hei- 
nous crime  that  was  committed  by  John,  in 
murdering  his  young  nephew,  after  he  had  deprived 
him  of  his  fucccflion)  he  was  foon  afterward  com- 
pelled to  remove  to  the  IQe  of  Man,  and  from 
thence  to  France,  where  he  died  -,  but  his  wife 
and  fon  were  taken  and  imprifoned  for  life,  if 
not  abfolutcly  ftarved  to  death  bv  the  tyrant. 

Coiircy  being  difgraced,  Hugh  de  Lacey  was 
^ade  lord  juftice  erf  Ireland,  who  had  orders 
to  arreft  him,  which  at  length  he  effefted,  by 
means  of  the  treachery  of  tome  of  the  latter's 
fervants,  who  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of 
thofe  fent  to  apprehend  him,  but  not  till  he  had 
inade  a  brave  refiftance,  in  which  many  of  them 
were  (lain  and  wounded. 

But  we  are  told  that  Lacey,  inftead  of  reward- 
ing,, puniihed  thofe  who  had  perpetrated  the  viK 
lainy  with  death.  Bgt  if  he  did  fo,  this  made 
but  poor  amends  for  Coqrcy,  who  was  entrapped 
in  his  words  concernir^g  Arthur^s  death,  as  Braos 
had  been,  and  being  fent  over  to  England,  was 
now  for  that  offence  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment  in^the  tower  of  London, — while  Lacey 
was  lent  for  to  court,  in  order  to  take  the  reward 
of  his  fervices.'-w 
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At  his  departure  Meyler  Fitz-Henry  was  again 
made  chief  juftice,  hut  Lacey  was  rewarded  by 
the  king  with  a  grant  of  the  earldom.— The  king 
of  Connaught  reieafed  at  this  dme  two  parts  out 
pf  three  of  his  country,  retaining  the  third  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  an  hundred  marks,  and  the 
next  year  he  offered  to  continue  tenant  to  the 
fame  third  part  at  the  aforefaid  rent,  to  be  hekl 
per  Baroniam,  and  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  of  three 
hundred  marks,  for  the  other  two  parts,  faying 
and  referving  to  the  king  two  cantreds  with  the 
inhabitants,  ar^d  liberty  of  building  caftles  there- 
in.— And  a  writ  was  fent  to  the  lord  juftice, 
commanding  him  to  build  a  ftrong  caftle  at  Dub- 
lin. 

Upon  that  magiftrate's  going  over  to  England^ 
Hugh  de  Lacey  was  again  made  deputy.  .  ■  ■ 
And  about  this  time  there  was  a  great  rifmg  in 
Munfter. 

Lacey,  in  the  mean  while,  not  knowing  how  to 
ufe  his  power  with  moderation, — which  feems  to 
have  been  the  fault  of  the  family,  ■  caufed 
John  de  Courcy's  natural  fon  to  be  murdered, 
and  other  outrages  to  be  committed;  for  which, 
and  on  account  of  the  height  of  taxes,  many  dit 
fatisfadlions  arofe ;  and  the  natives  fifliing  in  thefe 
troubled  waters,  began  again  very  much  to. annoy 
the  Englifh. 

Amongft  other  enormities,  the  Birties,  Tooles, 
and  many  more  of  the  old  Irifli,  lurprifed  a  party 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin,  who  were  chiefly  a 
colony  from  Briftol,  as  they  were  walking  forth 
for  the  air  one  Eailcr  Monday,  and  deftroyed 
above  three  hundred  of  them,  which  appeared  but 
as  a  prelude  to  other  outrages. 

But  now  John  thougln  proper  to  make  a  fc- 

cond  voyage  in:o  that  country,  which  the  "Laceys 

no  fooner  heard,  than  they  ficd  to  France.— — 
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The  kin^  was  met  by  0*Ncal,  and  above  twenty 
other  Inih  potentates,  who  fwore  fealty  to  him  i 
but  O'Connor  beibre-mentioned,  oppolcd  him  in 
Conngught,  and  was.  afterwards  taken  prilbner, — - 
King  John  caufed  money  to  be  coined  in  Ireland, 
made  a  more  accurate  divifion  of  all  the  lands  he 
held,  into  counties,  and  finally,  as  far  as  pofliblc, 
^boliihcd  the  Brehon  laws,  and  inilitqted  tbofc  of 
England  in  their  room.  After  which,  having  donq 
much  more  than  any  man  could  have  expcded 
from  Jiim,  he  fet  fail  on  the  tenth  of  April,  ancj 
departed  again  for  England,  leaving  the  lord  Gray 
chief  juftice,  to  ^dminifter  the  government  in  hia 
room. 

But  before  I  proceed  any  farther,  I  fhall  re^ 
,  late  what  more,  is  faid  to  have  happened  to  the 
great  John  de  Courcy  after  his  imprifonment  in 
the  tower,,  where  it  was  intended  that  he  ftiQuld 
have  remained  to  the  end  of  his  life,  and  whence 
it  is  faid  he  was  delivered  on  the  following  oc- 
cafion. 

*'  Not  long  after,  there  fell  fome  difference  be-r 
tween  John  king  of  England,  and  Philip  king 
of  France,  for  the  right  of  fome  fort  in  Nor- 
mandy, who  to  avoid  the  ihedding  of  Chriftian 
blood,  agreed  on  each  fide  to  put  it  to  a  com-r 
bat ;  of  king  Philip's  there  was  a  Frenchman  in 
readinefs  •,  king  John  upon  the  fudden,  knew  not 
what  to  do  for  a  champion  to  encounter  with  him  •, 
at  length,  one  attending  upon  his  pcrfon,  informed 
him,  that  there^  was  one  Courcy  in  the  tower  of 
London,   the  only   man  in   his  dominions  (if  he 

would  undertake  it)  to  anfwer  the  challenge. r 

King  John  joyful  at  this,  fent  the  firft,  the  fc- 
cond,  and  third  time,  promifing  great  rewards, 
^nd  rich  gifts,  and  that  it  ftood  him  upon  aa  far 
as  the  honour  of  his  crown  and  kingdom  did 
reach,  to  make  good  the  coipb;it,   Cp\ircy  aqfwered 
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very  frowardly,  (the  which  was  taken  in  good  part  in 
regard  of  the  urgent  neceflity)  That  he  would  ne- 
ver fight  for  hinrj,  neither  for  any  fuch  as  he  was, 
that  he  was  not  worthy  to  have  one  drop  of  blood 
fpilt  for,  that  be  was  not  able  to  requite  hini  the 
wrong  he  had  done  him,  neither  to  reftore  him 
the  heart's  eafe  he  had  bereaved  him  of,  yet  not-v 
witftanding  all  the  premifes,  he  was  willing,  and 
would  with  all  expedition,  be  ready  to  venture 
his  life  in  defence  of  the  crown  and  his  country. 

Whereupqn  it  was  agreed,  that  he  fhouid  be 
dietvrd,  apparelled  an4  armed  to  his  content,  and 
that  his  own  fword  ftiould  be  brought  him  out  of 
Ireland,  The  day  came,  the  place  appointed,  the 
liiVi  provided,  the  fcafFolds  fet  Up,  the  princes  with 
their  nobility  on  each  fide,  with  thoufands  in  ex- 
pectation. Forth  comes  the  French  champion, 
gave  a  turn,  and"  refts  him  in  his  tent :  they  fent 
tor  Courcy,  wlio  all  this  while  was  truflSng  of  hinv 
fclf  about  wiih  fl:rong  points,  and  anfwered  the  ^ 
meffengers,  ^?  If  anv  of  their  company  were  to  go 
to  fuch  a  banquet,  I  think  he  would  make  no  , 
great  hafie*"  Forth  he  comes,  gives  a  turn,  and 
went  into  his  tent.  When  the  trumpet  founded 
to  battle,  forth  come  the  combatants,  and  viewed 
each  other.  Courcy  beheld  him  with  a  wonderful 
ftern  countenance,  aqd  pafled  by.  The  French- 
man not  liking  his  grim  look,  the  ftrong  propor- 
tion and  feature  of  bis  perfon,  ftalked  dill  along, 
and  when  the  trumpet  founded  the  laft  charge, 
Courcy  drew  out  his  fword,  and  the  Frenchman 
ran  away,  and  conveyed  himfejf  to  Spain,  Where- 
upon they  founded  viftory,  the  people  clapt  their 
hands,  and  caft  up  their  caps  ;  king  Philip  then 
dcfired  John  that  Courcy  midtt  be  called  before 
them,  to  (hew  fome  part  of  his  ftrength  and  man- 
hood, by  a  blow  upon  a  helmet.  It  Was  agretd,  a 
(l«;ke  was  fet  in  the  ground,  and  a  Jhirt  of  maiU 
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wdz  helmet  thereon ;  Courcy  drew  his  fword»  looked 
wonderfuUy  ftern  upon  the  prince,  cleft  the  hcl- 
met^  the  ihirt  of  mail,  and  the  ftaKe  fo  far  in  that 
none  could  pull  it  out  but  himfelf.  Then  the 
princes  demanded  of  him,  what  he  meant  to  look 
io  fourly  upon  them  5  his  anfwer  was.  If  he  had 
mifled  his  blow  upon  the  block,  he  would  have 
cut  off  both  the  kings  heads. — All  that  he  had 
iaid  was  taken  in  good  part  i-^-^King  John  dil- 
charged  him  out  of  all  his  troubles,  gave  him  great 
gifts,  and  reltored  him  to  his  former  poficffions  in 
Srchind." 

But  to  return  to  our  hiftory. — It  was  not  lon^ 
that  Gray  remained  chief  jufticc  •,  after  John's  ar- 
rival in  England,  he  was  recalled,  and  another  ap- 
pointed in  his  room. 

This  was  Henry  de  Londres,  archbifhopof  Dub- 
lin, a  man  who  had  the  firmnefs  openly  to  oppofc 
the  king's  fubmiflTion  and  aleniation  of  his  domi* 
nions  to  the  pope,  an  extraordinary  circumftancc 
ever  to  take  place,  but  which  we  Ihall  pafs  by 
here,  as  being  foreign  to  the  tenor  of  this  hiftory. 
«i^'  Geoffrey  de  Monfeo,  was  next  made  lord  keeper 
of  Ireland  ;  with  whom  Sir  Edmund  Buder  was 
affociated.  In  his  time  the  citizens  of  Dublin  ob* 
tained  leave  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Liffey. 
.  But  what  is  jnore,  in  his  time  there  fcems  to 
have  been  a  paufe  of  tranquility  in  that  unhappy 
country.  Perhaps  it  is  not  eafy  to  tell  to  what 
this  quietnefs  among  the  people  might  be  owing, 
except  we  attribute  it  to  their  beginning  already  to 
feel  the  good  effects  of  Ibme  falutary  laws  lately 
eftablilhed  among  them  :  yet  it  (hould  appear  that 
thefe  were  too  recent  to  work  fuch  an  eneA,  and 
ordinances  newly  made  are  generally  very  ill  re- 
ceived amongft  a  people  like  the  Irifh,  tenacious 
of  their  ancient  cuttoms  ;  befides,  as  the  reduc* 
poa  of  the  ifland  was  ftill  in  their  memory,  it  is 

natural 


1^15' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    o  F    I  R  E  ^  A  N-D.       1167 

natural  to  imagine  chat  the  very  bed  laws  could 
be  but  litde  relilhed  by  them,  as,  let  them  be  never 
fo  excellent  in  themfelves,  they  would  ftill  be  re* 
garded  as  coming  from  the  conquerors,  and  as  fuch 
muft  be  a  long  time  before  they  could,  be  cor- 
dially received. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  John  had  altogether  better 
luck  in  Ireland  than  he  had  in  his  own  country, 
where  his  barons  meeting  him  fword  in  hand, 
wrung  from  him  a  confent  to  Magna  Charta — at 
on6  time,  whilft  at  another  the  pope  laid  his  kin^* 
dom  under  an  interdift,  and  woUld  not  reftore  it 
till  he  would  confent  to  hold  it  of  the  Roman 
fce.-^Such  inftanccs  as  the  latter  are  fufEcient  to 
make  one  hefitate  at  pronouncing  any  thing  which 
mi52;ht  tend  to  promote  the  good  of  a  ftate  to 
flow  from  fuch  a  fource. — This  prince  after  havinjg 
fcen  his  reahn  miferably  torn  in  pieces  with  civil 
wars,  and  a  foreign  power  called  over  to  brave 
him  in  his  own  land,  expired  in  the  midfl:  of  all 
thefe  cQnfulions,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his 
age,  n'K  without  fome  fufpicion  of  being  poi- 
foned, — 

To  John  fucceedcd  his  fon,  a  minor  of  about  ten  ^^^^^ 
years  of  age,  who  was  proclaimed  king,  and  bc-fj^jj^^-^n: 
ing  crowned  at  Glouceftcr,  did  homage  to  pope 
Innocent,  and  the  church  of  Rome,  for  the  king- 
doms of  England  and  Ireland,  and  befides  agreed 
to  pay  three  thoufand  marks  yearly  to  the  holy 
fee,  according  to  a  promife  made  by  his  dc^ 
ccafed  father. 

William  carl  Marihal,  who  was  then  proteftor 
of  the  king,  iffued  a'oclamations  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  his  fubje&s  true  to  their  allegiance,  but  in 
this  they  were  more  effedlually  prefervcd  by  ob- 
ferving  how  the  party  of  Louis  the  Dauphin  fell 
offi  chiefly  on  account,  of  the  pope's  change  of 
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conduft  5  for  he,  fince  his  recorfciliatiort  with  John, 
had  turned  all  the  thunder  of  the  church  upon 
his  adverfaries,  who  were  now  excommunicated  by 
his  orders. 

A  writ  was  alfo  ifiued  at  this  time  to  the  king's 
fubjcfts  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  another  to  Hugh 
Lacey,  inviting  him  to  return,  and  promifing  him 
all  manner  of  protection  and  reftitution,  if  he 
would  come  back  upon  fight  of  it ;  which  Lacey 
thereupon  immediately  did,  ^ell  pleafed  with  the 
opportunity,  that  came  fo  unhoped  for  and  un- 
cxpefted. 

In  the  mean  time,  Geoffrey  de  Morifto  was 
ftill  lord  juftice  of  Ireland,  only  Henry  de  Londres 
was  afTociated  with  him  ;  to  whom  the  new  king 
fent  letters  of  thanks  for  his  fervictes  to  his  fa- 
ther, at  the  fame  time  exhorting  him  to  conti- 
nue the  fame  to  himfelf,  and  take  order  to  re-^ 
quire  the  oaths  of  fealty  from  the  Irilh  nobility 
and  other  matters  of  the  like  nature,  afTuring 
them  that  they  fliould  have  the  fame  liberties  ia 
Ireland  as  his  fubjefts  in  England  enjoyed. 

Henry  de  Londres  was  foon  after  made  legate  of 
Ireland  by  the  pope. — He  built  the  caftle  ot'  Dub- 
lin, in  the  year  twelve  hundred  and  twentv. 

And  now  died  at  London,  earl  Marfiiall,  tlic 
protedor  of  the  king,  who  was  fuqceeded  by  his 
ion'  William,  a  btihop.  He  had  great  contefts 
with  Hugh  Lacej',  which  were  very  prejudicial 
to  the  county  ot  Meath.  About  the  fame  time 
the  county  of  Thomond  was  granted  by  the  go- 
vernment to  O'Brian  king  of  that  diftrift,  in  con- 
fideration  of  a  yearly  tribute  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  marks,  during  the  king's  minority. 
Trjn.  The  lord  chief  juftice  being  an  archbi(hop,  and 

legate  and  too  felicitous  to  preferve  and  extend 
his  fplritual  jurifdidtion,  notice  was  taken  of  his 
cOndufl  by  ^  die  court  of  England  ;    and,    after 
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having  ruled  Ireland  for  five  years,  he  was  at  length 
difplaced  and  fucceeded  by  William  earl  Marmal 
who  received  orders  to  fcize  on  Connaught,   as 
being  forfeited  by  O'Connor,  and  to  deliver  it  up 
to  Richard  de  Burg*— He  was  fucceeded  by  Gc- 
ofFry  de  Morifco,  in  whofe  time  the  Irifh  rofe  up 
in  arms,  but  were  defeated  and^  fubdued.     After 
him  Hubert  Burg,  earl  of  Kent,  being  alfo  made 
carl  of  Co  A  naught,  and  appointed  lord  juftice  of 
Ireland,  deputed  Richard  de  Burg  to  fill  the  of- 
fice ;    but  neither  held  it  long  ;    for  the  former 
falling  under  the  king's  difpleaiure,  the  latter  was 
recalled,    and   Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  lent  over  in 
his  room  ;  during  whofe  adminiftration  died.  Wil- 
liam carl  Marihal. — The  fame  year  the  lord  juf- 
tice made  a  voyage  to  England,  and  after  his  re^ 
turn  Richard  earl  Marfhall  was  (lain  in  a  great 
battle  againft  the  Irifh,  which  was  fought  on  the 
Curragh  of   Kildare.      During  the  lord  juftice^s 
abfence.  the  king  of  Connaught  camt?  oyer  alfo  to 
England,  and  laid  a  complaint  againft  John  de 
Burg,  for  having  wafted  his  country  with  fire  and 
fword,    alledging  that  he  was  a  loyal  liegeman, 
and  paid  the  ftipulated  tribute  for  the  quiet  po(- 
feflion  of    his  kingdom,   which  he  prefumed  no 
Englifh  fubje£b  had  a  right  to  enter  and  ravage 
at  pleafure.    So  juft  a  remonftrance  was  patiently 
attended  to  by  the  king,  who  determined  to  rc- 
ftore  the  Irifh  prince  to  his  demefnes,  and  wrote> 
to  the  nobles  of  that  country  to  drive  out  John 
de  Burg,  enjoining  them^  "  to  pluck  out  by  the 
root  that  fruitlcfs  plant  which  Hubert  de  Burg 
had  planted  in  thofe  parts,  that  it  might  bud  no 
more,"  and  to  eftabli(h  the  king  of  Connaught  in 
his  kingdoifi,  which  was  accordingly  effeifted. 

At  this  time  Henry  having  levied  forces  againft 
the  Welch,  fent  to  the  lord  chief  juftice  for  4id, 
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that  trame  not  till  too  late,  on  which  ac« 
count  that  officer  fell  under  the  king's  dtf- 
pleafure,  in  coniequence  of  which  he  was  recalled, 
but  not  till  he  had  quelled  a  revolt  of  the  IriJh, 
and  with  the  aid  of  Cormac  Mac  Dermod  Mac 
Rory,  fubdued  Tyrconnel,  one  half  of  which  dif- 
trift  he  gave  him  as  a  reward  for  the  part  h« 
took  in  the  expedition. 

This  governor  being  thus  removed,  Theobald 
Butler  and  John  Cogan  were  made  lord  jufticesi 
in  whofe  adminiftration  we  find  nothing  remarka- 
ble recorded,  except  that  one  Johannes  Rufus, 
agent  to  the  pope,  came  thither  to.colleft  his  ho- 
lindTes's  money,  and  fuccceded  fo  well  in  his  bu- 
finefs,  that  he  carried  the  fum  of  fix  thoufand 
marks  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

After  him  Sir  John  Firz  Geoffrey  was  made  chkf 
jufticr,  and  many  complaittts  of  abufes  being  con- 
veyed to  court,  the  kmg  of  England  fent  over  a 
writ  that  all  the  Irilh  who  chofc  to  live  as  his 
fiibjefts  ftiould  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh 
laws  ;  but  he  confined  it  only  to  diofe  who  fliouid 
fubmit  to  acknowledge  his  authority.  This  mo* 
narch  who  had  now  projefted  a  marriage  between 
his  fon  the  prince  of  Wales  and  the  Infanta  of 
Spain,  amongft  other  parts  of  his  dominions  bc- 
ftowed  on  the  prince,  included  Ireland,  which  he  was 
to  hold  in  full  pofleflion  (the  cities  of  Limerick 
antl  Dublin  only  excepted)  but  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  that  it  might  not  be  feparated  from  the  crown 
of  England. — And  this  laft  claufc  the  king  rr- 
folved  to  make  a  faving  one  to  the  crown  •,  foe 
after  this  grant,  his  fon  having  iflued  a  writ  which 
ran  in  a  contrary  manner  to  thofe  in  England, 
•  Jie  fent  orders  to  filperfede  it,  and  to  ftop  all 
"proceedings  upon  the  caufe,,  which  orders  were  ac* 
cordingly  put  into  execution. 

In  the  time  of  Alan  de  la  Zouch,  who  is  the 
next  chief  jvUlice,  we  find  mentioned,  fome  Irilh 
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troops  embarkod  for  England^  to  affiR  the  earl  of 
Chefter,  who  was  in  rebellion  againft  the  king;  but 
his  fon^  prince  Edward  encountering  the  Irifh  fleeCy 
and  deflxoying  moft  part  of  them,  the  Icheme  came, 
to  nothing* 

We  are  farther  informed^  diat  befides  the  afTaii* 
of  the  above  mentioned*  Edward  proceeded  in  other 
matters  to  uie  his  authority  in  a  manner  that  wa9^ 
not  pleaTing  to  his  iatfaeri  for  he  ict  about  to^ 
remove  the.  chief  julticc,  and  put  another  in  his 
room,  to  prevent  which  innovation  the  king  fent 
difpatches,  commanding  the  lord  juftice;  and  the 
nobles,  in.  cafe  Edward  ihould  make  fuch  an 
appointment,  by  no  means  to  obey  any  perfon  coii'^ 
itituted  by  his  authority* 

The  next  chief  juftice  was  Stephen,  fiirnamed 
Longfword,  cad  of  Salifbury,  who  flew  O'NeaU  an 
Irilh  infurgent,  and  many  others  in  the  ftreets  of 
Down  ;  but  was  foon  after  betrayed  and  kiUed,  as 
fome  fay,  by  his  own  people. 

After  his  death  William  Den  bemg^  appomted 
lord  chief  juftice,  there  was  a  great  commotion 
10  Munfter,  the  Mac  Carthies  being  the  principal 
aAors  in  it. Thefe  were  intent  upon  reco- 
vering to  themfelves  Defmond^  which  they  claimed 
as  their  antient  patrimony,  and  from  whence  they 
now  rofe  to  expel  the  Engliih.    They  fucceeded 
fo  far  as  to  furprize  Thomas  Fitz  Gerald  and  hk  fon 
John  with  many  knights,  geatlen^eit,  and  others, 
and  made  fuch  a  ftrong  aflfociation,  that  for  a  while 
they  carried  all  before  them,  and  might  ceruinly 
have  done  fo  much  longer,  if  they  had  not,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  fell  to  quarrelling  among  them- 
felves, by  means  of  which  bad  policy  the  Engliih 
found  the  way,  by  degrees,  to  recover  their  power 
again  in.  that  part  of  the  country. — In  the  midft  of 
tlrcfe  tranfa&ions  the  lord  chief  juftice  died,  and 
was.  fucceeded  by  Richard  deCapelhu 
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But  the  Burks. and  Gcraldines  quarreling  con* 
'  cerning  certain  lands  in  the  province  of  Connaught 

added  to  the  confufions  of  this  unhappy  country. — 
At  length  Maurice  Fitz-Gerakl,  Fitz-Thonias,  and 
one  of  Richard's  party,  carried  things  fo  far,  as  at  a 
meeting  to  feize  upon  the  lord  juftice  and  Richard 
Burk,  her  of  UWter^  together  with  Butler,  Co*- 
gan,  and  others  there  aflembled  whom  thcj  im- 
priioned;  but  thefc  were,  afterwards  rtleaicd  by 
order  of  a  parliament  that  met  at  Kilkenny^'  and 
took  the  affair  into  confideration. 

The  king,  being  informed  of  thefe  diftufbances^ 
wrote  to  the  great  men  of  Ireland  to  keep  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  add  foon  after  thefe  affairs  recalled 
Capella,  and  fent  David  fearr)''  over  in  his  room. 

AU  this  timie,  Henry  had  had  his  hands  full  ivith 
the  barons  of  England^  who  had  carried  their  dir> 
putes  with  their  fovcreign  fo  far  as,  after  a  Iruit- 
lefs  reference  of  them  to  the  arbitration  of  the  king 
of  France,  to  take  up  arms  againll  him  as  theii" 
anceftors  had  done  againft:  king  John  his  father. 
Thefe  barons,  who  would  not  ftiffcr  the  people  to 
be  opprefled   by  any  but  themfelves,  carried  on 
their  plan  with  various  fuccefs,  till  in  the  battle  of 
Lewes  under  the  leading  of  Simon  de  Mountfert, 
carl  of  Leicefter,  notwithftanding  the  great  prowefe 
of  prince  Edward,  and  many  others  who  fought 
upon  the  king's  fide,  they  made  Henry,  prifoneri 
and  afterwards  obliged  hw  fon  likewife  to  furren- 
der  upon  conditions.     Then  Moyntlbrt  ruled  the 
land  juil  as  he  plca(ed,  filling  all  places  of  profit 
and  truft  with  his  creatures^  and  packing  parlia'* 
ments  at  pleafure,  till,  at  length,  many  of  the  barons^ 
perceiving  and    detefting   his    tyrinny,    raifed   a 
powerful  oppofition  to  his  oppreflive  government  '^ 
and  having  found  means  to  deliver  the  prince  from 
his  captivity^  joined  him  with  fuch  forces  as  they 
could  raife,  and  engaged  to  fupport  him  againft  the 
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arch  rcbeh  Thus,  fopported,  Edward  marched  in 
qucft  of  the  enemy,  and  having  furprized  the  camp 
o£  Leiceftcr's  Ton,  in  his  route^  foon  after  came 
iip  with  the  carl  himfelf  at  Evelham,  where  a  great 
hatde  was  fought  between  them,  which  terminated 
in  favour  of  the  royalifts,  Simon  dc  Mountforc 
himfelf  being  flaia  in.  the  engagement,  and  his 
troops  routed  with  a  terrible  flaughter. — In  this 
battle  the  king  himfelf,  whom  his  enemies  had 
purpofeiy  placed  in  the  front  of  their  army,  waa 
'  wounded,  and  was  likely  to  have  been  (lain,  as  he 
ip^  no  way  diftinguiOied  from  the  common  men 
by  his  armour  -,  however,  the  fruits  of  the  prince's 
victory  Were  fuch  as  fully  paid  bpth  father  and  fon 
for  their  hazard  and  fatigue ;  for  by  this  the 
power  of  the  barons  was  broken,  and  fuch  a  ftroke 
alone  could  either  have  fecured  the  king  his  do* 
minion,  or  the  infatuated  people  any  profpeft  of 
that  liberty  which  they  contended  for. 

Affairs  of  this  kind  took  off  a  great  deal  of  the 
ktng*s  attention  from  Ireland,  as  the  reader  will  na- 
turally imagine :— and  even  after  the  viftory  he 
had  obtained  at  Evelham  had  given  him  more 
rdpite,  he  was  ftill  mortified  with  the  tidings  from 
Ireland,  for  about  the  year  twelve  hundred  Sir 
Robert  de  Ufford,  chief  juftice,  being  fucceeded  by 
Richard  de  Excefter,  and  he  by  Sir  James  Aud- 
ley,  the  Irifh  were  again  every  where  in  motion, 
invading  the  poffeflions  of  the  Englifh  with  fire 
and  fword,  and  falling  upon  them  when  they  were 
leaft  expeded.  And  at  this  time  the  king  of  Con- 
naught  defeated  Walter  Burke,  in  a  pitched  battle^ 
who  was  obliged  to  fly  for  his  life,  leaving  a  great 
number  of  knights,  gentlemen,  and  foldiers  dc^d^ 
upon  the  field. — Thefe  wars  were  followed  by  a 
lamine  and  a  pcftilence,  which  contributed  to  Ipread 
dcvaftation  over  the  country. 
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Sir  Jaincs  Audley  dyinc  in  the  year  twelve  hun- 
dred and  feventy,  as  we  nave  before  obfervcd,  left 
matters  but  in  a  bad  fituation  in  Ireland,  nevcrthc* 
Icfs  the  pope  required  the  tithes  of  all  fpintual  pro- 
motions for  three  years  totiome,  and  though  the  peo- 
ple murmured,  yet  his  nuncio  would  liot  go  empty 
away. 

■  ■  ■Maurice  Fitz-Maurice  FitzGerald  Ibc- 
ceeded  him  as  lord  juftice,  in  which  of^ce  te 
continued  till  the  death  of  Henry,  which  happened 
in  the  year  of  Chrift  twelve  hundred  and  feventy- 
two,  after  a^reign  of  fifty-fix  years,  which  had 
been  full  of  troubles  and  commotions. 
Bdwaid  I.  Edward  the  Firft,  his  fon,  furnamed  Lon^hanks, 
fucceeded  him; — having  made  an  expedition  to  the 
Holy  Land,  he  was  come  as  far  as  Sicily  on  his 
return  home,  when  he  received  the  news  of  his 
father*s  death,  which,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine,  haftened 
Jiis  journey.  —Arriving  at  Dover  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  he  was  cro>^ned  on  the  nineteenth  day 
of  the  fame  month  at  Weftminfter—  Maurice  Fitz- 
Maurice  Fitz-Gcrald  being  continued  lord  juftice, 
the  kjng's  peace  was  proclaimed  in  Ireland  ;*— Ed- 
ward affirming,  that  he  was  both  willing  and  able, 
(by  Gocj's  help)  to  do  juftice  to  all  his  fub^edts 
both  great  and  fmall. 

Nevcrthelefs,  the  Irifli  entertaining  other  opi- 
nions, revolted,  in  the  firffi  year  of  this  prince's 
reign,  and  demoliftied  the  caftles  of  Aldlcek,  Rof- 
common,  Schdligath,  and  Randon,  and  began  to 
carry  dcvaftation  through  the  country ;  and  Mau- 
rice himfelf  was  betrayed  by  his  followers  not  long 
after,  in  Ophaly,  by  whom  he  v/as  taken  and  put 
into  prifon. 

The  next  year  he  was  fucceeded  by  Walter 
Gcnevil,  who  was  lately  returned  from  the  Holy 
Land.— During  his  adminiftration  we  are  told  the 
Highland  Scots  made  a  defcent    upon    Irelani^, 
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burned  a  great  number  of  villages^  and  commuted 
other  cruelties^  in  revenge  for  which  the  EngliQi  of 
UlO-er  and  Connaught,  under  the  leading  of  Richard 
de  Burk  and  Sir  Euftace  Poer^  levied  an  army,  wicK 
which  they  pafled  over  to  Scotland,  and  fully  re« 
torted  thcfe  cruelties  upon  thofe  invaders  in  theii? 
own  country ;   and  after  this,   Thomas  de  Clare 
came .  over    into  the    ifland,    and    married    the 
daughter  of  Maurice  Fitz-Maurice.     About  the 
fame  time  the  £nglifli  were  overthrown  by  the  na- 
tives in   a    great  battle  at  Glinbury,    and  then 
Ralph  Peppard ;  and  one  0*HanIon  gave  battle  to 
O'Neil  in  the  North. — Walter  Lord  Genevil  being, 
fent  for  into  England.   Sir  Robert  Ufford  was  a 
fecond  time  appointed  lord  chief  juftice.     During 
his  adoiiniftration,  Mortogh,  a  great  Irilh  chief, 
was  taken  and  executed.    But  Thomas  Clare  having 
wars   with    O'Brian   Roe,    pririce    of    Thomond 
whom  he  took  prifoner  ahd  caufed  to  be  beheaded, 
but  was  foon  after  entrapped  by  thfe  Irifti,  and  being 
caught  as  in  a  net,  amidft  the  pafles  of  the  moun- 
tains, he,  his  father- in-law  and  all  their  followers  were, 
fo  much  reduced  by  famine,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  to  yield  the  caftle  of  Rof-' 
common  to  the  enemy,  and  befides  to  bind  them-* 
themfelves  to  make  reparation  for  O'Brian's  death ; 
for  the  performance  of  which    terms   the  Irifh 
obliged  them  to  give  hoftages,  which  was  a  mod 
moriifying  circumftance;   but   if  they  had   done' 
otherwife,  they  muft  infallibly  have  periflied* 

While  the  Englilh  and  Iriflx  were  thus  engaged 
in  quarrels  which  concerned  their  different  in- 
tcrefts,  the  Irilh  princes  likewife  fell  out  among 
themfelves  about  matters  which  the  Englilh  had 
nothing  to  do  with.  Mac  Dermod  of  Muy  Lurg, 
raifing  a  great  army,  gave .  battle  to  the  king  of 
Connaught,  and  the  latter  was  (lain,  together  with 
two  thoufand  men. 

T  %  The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ii8i. 


t76       HISTORY    Of    IRELAND. 

.  The  king  of  England,  receiving  inforatation  of 
chcfe  diflJurbances,  cited  UfTord  to  appear  before 
him,  and  demanded  how  he  could  permit  fuch  pub- 
lic enormities  under  his  government  ?  — Uffbrd 
made  anfwer,  That  thefe  things  were  doubtkfs 
greatly^cxaggerated  by  thofc  who  reported  diem  to 
his  majefty ;  but,  however,  as  to  what  had  really 
palled  between  the  Irilh  princes,  he  faid  he  thought 
It  expedient  to  fufFer  one  knave  (or  rebel)  to  cut 
off  another,  in  order  thereby  to  favc  money  in  the 
king's  coffer,  and  to  purchaJe  the  peace  of  the  land 
~A$  princes  at  that  time  of  day  regarded  policy 
more  than  juftice,  Edward  was  latisfied  wioi  this 
anfwer,  and,  with  a  fmile,  bade  him.  return  to  Ire- 
land. 

Robert  Fulborne,  bifhop  of  Waterford,  was  ap- 
pointed lord  juftice,  and,  during  his  adminillration, 
and  that  of  his  fucceflbr,    John  Sandford,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  we  hear  of  nothing  but  rifings 
amongft  the  Irifh  and  civil  war  among  the  £nglilh« 
— The  Fitz-Geralds  and  the  Burks,  the  Buders, 
the  Vcrdons,  and  the  Birminghams  were  perpetually 
deftroying  and  fkirmifliing  with  each  other  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  natives  ftriving  to  regain  their 
independence  on  tl)e  other. — For  O'Connor  Faly 
Was  flain    by  Jordan  Curflin,    and    his    brother 
by  Birmingham  j   but  Mac  Coghlan  defeated  Wil- 
liam Burk  and  his  followers  at  Deaina.^ — While 
thefe  wars  were  thus  carried  on,  it  is  eafy  to  ima- 
gine, poverty  and  mifery  muft  be  their  attendant?. 
The  land,  inftead  of  being  loaded  with  the  fruits  of 
plenty,  was  deluged  with  the  blood  of  the  flain ; 
and  while  the  feveral  parties  v/ere  contending  whofe 
the  country  fliould  be,   all  alike  contributed  to 
defolate  and  deftroy  it.     Whatever  excufes  might 
be  offered  for  the  Irilh  at  this  early  period,  furely 
none  can  be  made  for  the  Englifh,  who  living  in 
the  very  midft  of  peril  and  danger,  and  in  a  land 
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where  nothing  but  the  divifions  of  the  natives 
could  ever  have  given  them  an  opportunity  to 
cftablilh  tlicir  fcttlexent,  could  yet  fo  far  forgetj 
thcmfclves  as  to  fall  into  the  like  error,  and  with 
great  eagcrnefs  do  the  work  of  their  enemies.— Yet 
this  is  the  fruit  of  ambition,  whi(ih  is  of  fuch  i 
nature,  that  having  much,  it  dill  will  be  grafping 
at  more,  and  never  thinks  it  pofTefles  enough  while 
there  is  anv  thing  elfe  to  be  had.— And  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  abfurd  condu6):  had  the  Irifh  eveij 
now  united,  perhaps  it  had  not  been  impoffible  for 
them  to  have  regained  what  they  had  loft,  and  t9 
have  driven  the  conquerors  out  of  the  ifland. — 

The  next  lord  juftice  we  find  mentioned  is  Sir 
William  Vefcy,  between  whom  and  John  Fitz^ 
Thomas  Fitz-Qcrald  therp  was  great  animofity,  fo 
that  both  thefe  impeached  each  other  of  high  treafon^ 
and  both  appeared  to  anfwer  to  fo  extraordinary  ^ 
charge  face  to  face  in  England. 

The  occafioB  of  the  affair  being  brought  before 
fuch  a  tribunal  wa3i  that  Vefcy  having  beard  many 
complaints  thrown  out  againfl:  his  adminiftration, 
not  contented  with  endeavouring  to  juftify  himfelf, 
having  a  private  pique,  as  we  may  fuppoie,  againft 
the  baron  of  Ophaly,  endeavoured  by  all  poflible 
means  to  throw  the  accufation  upon  him,  as  a 
breeder.ofdifhirbances  between  man  and  man,  but 
one  who  though  he  had  much  power,  had  littlp 
inclination  to  ferve  the  king.  Apiongft  oth^: 
fpeeches  tp  this  purport,  he  laid.  That  the  baron 
was  fierce  as  a  lion  in  his  private  quarrels,  {j^it  mild 
as  a  lamb  when  the  public  required  his  fervices.^ 
Which  coming  to  Fitz-Gerald*s  ears,  he  highly 
rcfcnted  it,  and  many  bitter  fpeeches  palled  betweeq 
them,  infomuch  that  their  tollowcrs  were  ready  to 
come  to  blows.- And  thus  provoked,  the  lord  juftiqe 
having  appointed  William  Hay  his  deputy,  madp 
hafte  over  to  England,  whither  the  other  quickly. 
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followed  him. — A  day  being  appointed,  they  were 
carried  before  the  king  and  council,  and  each  be* 
ing  permitted  to  plead  his  caufe,  ufed  all  his  rhc- 
toric  to  deiend  himfelf,  and  to  accufe  his  adver- 
fary.  Their  fpeeches  being  fomewhat  remarka- 
ble, both  as  they  wriiibit  the  charges  referred  to, 
and  as  they  may  lerve  for  fpecimcns  of  the  rhe- 
toric of  the  times,  I  have  taken  the  pains  here 
to  tranlcrib^  tjiem,  and  to  prefcnt  them  in  their 
own  d'refs  to  the  reader. 

The  lord  juftice  being  firft  called  upon  to  fpeak, 
delivered  himfelf  in  the  following  terms  : 
f         "  My  dread  Sovereign, 
*    AS  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  {omcvfhzt  ag- 
grieved to  be  entangled  in  fo  intricate  a  matter  5 
lo  I  atn  glfid  as  heart  can  think,  that  fo  weighty 
a  cgntroverfy  is  brought  to  the  deciding  of  fo 
upright  an  umpire.     And  whereas  it  ftood  with 
your  majcfty's  plcafure,    with  the  advice  of  this 
your  honourable  council,   that  I,    as  unworthy, 
fliould  have  the  government  of   your  realm  oF 
Ireland  i  and  during  my  time,  yoyr  majefty*s  fub- 
jefts  have  been  {I  may  not  deny  it)  diverfcly  an- 
noyed > — for  my  difchargc,  as  I  (aid    in  Ireland, 
fo    I   voyr  here    in    England,    that  he   kncelcih 
here  before  your  highnefs  [pointing  to  the  baron 
of  Ophaly]   that  is '  the  root  and   crop  of  thcfc 
enormities  j  for  it  is  well  known  that  he  bearcth 
that  ftroke  with  the  Iriffi,  as  if  he  once  but  frown 
at  them,    they  dare  not  be  fo  hardy   as  once  to 
peak  out  of  their  cabins :  and  whereas  his  force 
doth  greatly  amaze  them,  think  you  but  his  coun- 
tenance doth  wonderfully  encourage  them  to  the 
furtherance  of  whiqh  it  is  apparently  known,  and 
it  fhall  be  provccj  that  he  hath  not  only  by  fun- 
ilry  meffages  emboldened  your  majefty's  encmicSi 
pQ  fpoil  your  fubjc6ls>    but  alfo  by  his  pcribnsl 
brclcnce,  in  fccrct  meetings,   he  gave  them  i^^^ 
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courage,  as  neither  the  royalty  of  your  highnefsj 
nor   jh^    authority  of  your  deputy,    i)eithcr  thci 
force  of  your  laws,  nor  the  ftrength  of  your  puif-  . 
fant  army,,  was  able  to  quench  the  flame  of  thefe* 
hurly-burlics    that  through  his  traitorous    drifts 
were  enkindled :.   fhefe  and .  the  like  enormities,^ 
through  his  privy  paclcing  with  rebels,  being  daily 
committed^  to  bring  me,  your  majefty's  governor 
in  the  hatred  of  the  people,  his  adherents  both 
fccretly  muttered,    and  openly  exclaimed   againft  ' 
me  and  my  government,  as  though  the  redrds  of 
all  thcfe  harms  had  wholly  lain  in  mine  hands.      ,' 
Whereupon,  being  in  conference  with  fuch  as 
were  the  chieftains  of  your  realm  of  Ireland,  al- 
beit I  took  it  to  be  expedient  to  point  with  my 
finger  to  the  very  fink  or  head-fpring  of  all  the 
treafons  that  by  fccret  confpiracics  were  pretended 
and  praccifed  againft  your  majefty  and  your  fub- 
jeAs  ;  yet  notwithftanding,  having  more  regard  to 
modefty  than  to  the  deferts  of  the  baron  of  Opha- 
ly,   I  did  but  glance  at  his  packing  in  fuch  fecret 
ibrt,  as  none,  or  very  few  of  the  company  could 
guels  whom  with  my  mifty  fpeeches  I  did  touch. 
But  -as  commonly  the  galled  horfe  dotji  fooneft 
kick,   fo    this  gentleman,    being  pricked,    as  it 
'  Ihould  feem,    with  the  fting  of  his  guilty  con- 
fcicnce,  broke  out  on  a  fudden,   and,   forgetting 
his  allegiance  to  your  highnefs,  and  his  duty  to 
me,  your  deputy,  he  took  me  up  roughly,   as. 
though  I  had  been  rather  his  underling  than  his 

r pernor.  The  fum  of  which  defp'ghtful  fpeeches 
refer  to  the  teftimony  of  the  honourable  au- 
dience where  they  were  delivered.  As  for  his" 
manifold  treafons,  I  am  afiiamed  to  rehearfe  fuch 
things  as  he  did  not  ftick  to  comniit  •,  and^  if  it 
(hall  ftand  with  your  majefty*s  pleafure  to  adjourn 
the  trial  for  a  few  days,  I  will  charge  him  with  fuch . 
apparent  items,  as  were  his  face  made  of  brafs, 

T  4  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^8d        HISTORY    0^    lAELANDt 

he  {hall  not  b(t  able  to  deqy  any  one  article  th^t 
Ihall   be  booked  agaioft  him.** — 

to  which  fpeech  his  antagonift  made  the  follcv* 
lAg  circumftantial  reply : 

"  Moft  puiiTaiit  prince,  and  my  dre^  fovc- 
rcign,*' 

WERE  Mr.  Vefcy*s  mouth  fo  juft  a  mcafurc  as 
what  he  fpakc  ihould  be  holdcn  for  gofpel,  this 
had  been  no  fit  place  for  lb  arrant  a  traitor,  as 
he  with  his  feigned  glofling,  would  gladly  prove 
me  to  be.     But,  fith  it  pleafcs  your  majeftyi  witk  ^ 
fo  indifferent  ballance  to  ponder  both  our  tales  ;  * 
I   am  thoroughly  perfuaded  that  my   loyal  Irino^ 
ppncy  Ihall  be  able  to  overpojfe  his  forged  treach- 
ery.   Your  majeftv    hath  heard  many  words  tq 
fmall  purpofe  ^  and  as  his  complaint  hitherto  hatH 
been  generally  huddled  up,  fo  my  ahfwer  there* 
%o  may  not  particularly    be   framed.     Whereas, 
therefore,  he  termcth  me  a  fupporter  of  thieves^ 
fi  packer  with  rebels,  and  a  confpirator  with  trai- 
tors i    if  I '  Ihould  but  with  a  bare  word  deny 
the  premifes,  all  his  gay  glofs  of  glittering  fpeeches 
would  fiiddenly  fade  away.    Yea,  but  he  craveth 
refpite  for  the  booking  his  articles :  truly,  fo  he 
hath  oeed,  for  loitering  and  linserine  is  the  only 
ijvay  he   may  devife  to   cloak  his  leigning  an4 
forging  ;  wherein  he  fheweth  himfelf  as  crafty  as 
ihe  philofbpher   was  accounted  wife,    that  pro- 
mifed  a  tyrant,  qpon  menacing  words^  to  fchool 
his  als  in  philofophy,  fo  he  had  fcven  years  rel 
(bite :  becaufe  that  in  that  fpace  he  w^s  perfuaded^ 
that  either  the  tyrant,  the  als,  or  he  would  die. 
tn  lilje  wife  Mr.    Vefcy,    upon   refpite    granted 
him,  would  hang  in  hope,  that  either  the  life  of 
your  niajefty  (which  Qod  forbid)  ihould  be  fhort- 
i^ed,  or  that  I^  in  tra^  of  time,  woukl  be  disfa- 
voured ;  or  that  he  by  one  fubtle  prank  or  other 
ihoyld  ibe  of  this  heavy  load  diiburthened. 

■" '  But 
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But  if  {  h^ve  been  as  many  years  a  malefac* 
tor  as  h^  voucheth^  how  happeoeth  it,  that  his 
tongue,  was  tied  before  this  l^te  difiention 
began  j  why  did  he  not,  from  time  to  time^  ad- 
yertife  the  council  of  my  treafons  ^  whereas  now^ 
it  mav  be  probably  conjedtured,  that  he  was  edged 
to  this  iervice,  rather  for  the  hatred  he  bearech, 
me,  than  for  any  )ove  he  oweth  your  royal  ma-, 
jefty. 

Touching  the  words  I  fpake  in  Ireland,  I  pur* 
pofe  not,  for  ought  I  have  heard  as  yet,  to  eat  them 
up  ii^  England.  And  when  I  fhall  be  called  to. 
teftify  fuch  fpceches  as  I  delivered  there,  I  will, 
not  be  found  fo  raw  in  my  matter,  as  to  loie  my 
errand  in  the  carriage^  as  Mr.  Veicy  hath  done, 
or  to  crave  farther  refpite  for  the  regiftering  of 
his  manifold  treafons.  As  for  my  fecret  meetings 
with  Irifti  rebels;  were  I  perfuaded,  (Mr.  Vef- 
cy)  that  you  were  able  to  prove  them ;  I  would 
\yc  found  willing  to  acknowledge  them,  for  if  my 
confcience  lyere  fo  deeply  ftung  as  you  pretend, 
I  would  take  it  far  better,  patiently  acknowledge 
jng  my  trefpafs,  to  appeal  to  my  king's  mercy,, 
than  by  denying  my  favilts,  to  ftand  to  the  riguor* 
of  his  juftice. 

As  for  meetings,  I  never  had  fo  many  in  woods 
ivith  rebels,  ^s  you  I4r.  Vefcy,  have  had  in 
your  chamber  with  cows  *,  for  it  hath  been  mani-. 
feftly  apparent,  that  when  the  baron  of  Ophaly 
^id  the  be(t  nobility  in  Ireland  have  been  de- 
barred from  entering  your  chamber,  an  Irifh  cow 
could  have  at  all  times  accefs  to  you.  No,  Mr. 
Vcfcv,  a  cow,  a  horfe,  a  hawl^,  and  a  filver  cup 
have  been  the  occafion  of  yoqr  flacknefs :  when 
the  fubjefts  were  oppreffed,  you  would  be  con- 
tented to  wink  at  their  mifery,  fo  that  your  mouth 
were  (topped  with  bribery  i  and  when  you  had. 
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gathered  your  crumbs  fufficicntlv  together,  you 
held  it  for  a  petty  policy  (anct  yet  it  was  bat 
al  bare  Ihift)  to  charge  the  nobility  with  fuch 
packing  as  you  daily  did  praftife ; — ^but  you  muft 
hot  think  that  we  are  babes,  or  that  with  fuch 
ftalc  device,  or  gro(s  juggling  trick,  you  may  fo 
cafily  duflc  or  dazzle  our  eyes.  Can  any  man, 
that  is  but  flender-witted,  be  fo  far  carried  away 
as  to  believe  that  Mr.  Vcfcy,  being  the  king*$ 
deputy  in  Ireland,  having  his  majefty's  treafure, 
having  the  nobility  at  his  beck,  and  the  king's 
army  at  his  command,  but  if  he  were  difpofed 
to  beftir  himfelf,  he  was  able  to  ferret  out  fuch 
bare-breeched  brats  as  fwarm  the  Englifh  pate: 
if  he  faid  he  could  not,  we  muft  fmile  at  his 
fimplicity  >  and  if  he  could  and  would  not,  how 
may  he  colour  his  difloyalty  ? 

ifea,  but  I  "  bear  fuch  aftroke  with  the  Irifli, 
as  that,  upon  any  quarrel,  I  am  able  to  annoy 
them !"  What  then  ?  Becaiife  the  baron  of  Opha- 
ly  can  revenge  his  private  injuries  without  the 
deputy,  therefore  the  deputy  may  not  vanquifh 
the  weak  and  naked  rebels,  wkhout  the  furthe- 
rance of  the  baron  of  Ophaly  ?  Whereas  the  cdn- 
trary  ought  to  be  inferred  :  That  if  a  private 
man  can  tame  the  Iriih,  what  may  then  the  m^- 
giftrate  do,  that  hath  the  prince's  pay  ?  But  in- 
deed it  is  hard  to  take  hares  with  foxes.  You 
muft  not  think,  Mr.  Vefcy,  that  you  were  fent 
governor  into  Ireland  to  dandle  your  trulls,  to 
pen  yourfelf  within  a  town  or  city,  to  give  re- 
bels the  gaze,  to  pill  the  fubje£bs,  and  animate 
traitors  ;  to  fill  your  coffers,  and  to  make  your- 
felf, by  marring  true  men  ;  to  gather  the  birds, 
whilft  others  beat  the  bulhes  ;  and  after  to  im- 
peach the  nobility  of  fuch  treafons,  as  you  only 
have  committed.  But  forafmuch  as  our  mutual 
complaints  ftand  upon  the  one's  Yea  and  the  other's 
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I^ay,  and  that  you  would  be  taken  for  a  cham- 
pion, and  I  am  known  to  be  no  coward,  let  us^ 
in  God's  name,  leave  lying  for  varlets  bearding 
tor  rufHans,  facing  for  cracklers,  chattering  for 
cwattkrs,  fcolding  for  callets,  booking  for  fcrivc- 
ners,  pleading  for  lawyers,   and  let  us  try   with 
the  dint  of  fword  (as  becomes  martial  men  to  do): 
our  mutual  quarrels  -, — therefore,  to  juftify  that  I 
am  a  true  fubjedt,    and  that  thou,  Velcy,  art  an 
arch  traitor  to  God  and  to  my  king,  here,  in  the 
prefence  of  his  highnefs,   and  in  the  bearing  of 
this  honourably  a&mbly,  I  challenge  the  com* 
bat."— 

On  this  the  people  (houted,  and  Vefcy  replied. 
That  he  was  moft  willing  to  accept  the  challenge  •»* 
and  accordingly  a  day  was  appointed  whereon  the 
matter  v/as  to  be  tried  by  a  folemn  duel ;  and  all 
men  were  big  with  expeAadon  of  the  event,  which 
was  likely,  however  the  fortune  of  the  day  might 
turn,  to  occafion  fome  difcoveries  reladve  to  the 
adminiilration  of  the  king's  affairs  in  Ireland. 

But  when  the  day  arrived,  and  the  lifts  were 
ordered  to  be  prepared  for  this  combat,  one  of 
the    champions  was   mifling  : — in  effcdt,    Vefcy^ 
either  diftrufting  his  caufe  or  his  ftrcngth,    pri- 
vately withdrew  himfelf  into  France,  and  difap-* 
pointed  the  people  of  a  duel. 
'    This  n)ethod  of  trying  caufes^  which  was  ftill 
retained   and  praftifed  in  extraordinary  cales  in 
England,  feenis  to  have  been  of  a  piece  with  that 
of  the  ordeal,  or  fiery  trial,  and  to  have  had  as 
little  foundation  in  reafon  as  the  latter -,  fmce  fu- 
penor  courage,  ftrength,  or  fkill  in  handling  his 
weapons,  were  moft  likely  of  any  thing  to  give 
a  man  the  viftory  ;  and  as  to  the  received  notion 
in  later  times.   That  though  Heaven  fhould  not 
interpofe  by  miracle,  yet  he  who  is  in  the  wrone 
will  be  ip  much  daunted  a^  to  become  an  eafy 
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Gonqurft  to  his  antagOnift ;  this  argumeBt  how 
plaufible  foever  ic  may  appear,  cannot  always  hold 
good.  When  men  are  weak  as  well  as  wicked, 
this  may  be  the  cafe ;  but  how  many  do  .we  read 
of,  who  have  been  suilty  of  the  greateft  enonni' 
ties,  and  yet  have  fought  with  moft  undaunted 
Ipirit,  as  well  as  died  with  moft  invincible  oblli- 
riancy* — It  does  not  appear  indeed  that  Vefcy  was 

of  this  clafs : he  feems  rather  to  have  been 

a  weak  man ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  by 
his  behaviour  in  this  cafe,  that  he  had  kfs  courage 
than  honcfty,  notwithftaoding  Can^pion  calls  htm 
^*  a  ftem  man,  and  full  of  courage,  but  rafh  and 
impudent  of  hi^  tongue/*  The  latter  part  of  this 
character  is  not  always  joined  to  the  former**— Oa 
the  whole,  from  his  manner  of  condu&ii^  him- 
ielf  in  refped  to  the  baron  he  muft  certainly  have 
been  either  extremely  defeftive  in  courage  or  in 
common  fenfe. 

But  however  that  may  be,  the  king  in  confer 
quence  of  this  behaviour  of  the  lord  juftice« 
caufed  all  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Kildare  to  be 

Sivcn  to  the  baron,  and  fettled  upon  him  and  his 
eirs  forever. 
Returning  to  Ireland,  dated  with  this  fucceis, 
he  began  to  carry  matters  with  a  high  hand  in 
that  country,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  take 
Richard  Burk,  earrof  Ulfter,  together  with  his 
brother  William  Burk  prifoners ;  neverthelefs  the& 
were  releafed  by  order  of  the  parliament  afiemblcd 
at  Kilkenny,  when  William  Doddingfwel  was  lord 
juftice,  and  there  were  thofe  who  threatened  to  iaw 
peach  Fitz*Thomas  in  England;  he  replied,  he 
co^  iuftify  himfelf  in  regard  to  what  he  had 
done ;  but  he  rather  chofe  to  throw  himfelf  upon 
the  king's  mercy,  and  fo  the  tnatter  ended. 

The  lord  jdftice  dying,  th^re  were  difturbance^ 
again  among  the  Irifli  who  now  wafted  great  part 
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of  the  province  of  Leinftcr,  and  then  Thomas  Fitz 
Thomas  Ficz-Gerald  filled  the  place  fot'  a  time, 
.  but  wa»  iboR  removed  to  nfiake  room  for  John 
Wogan,  who  did  aU  in  his  power  to  pacify  the 
former  ftrife,  and  went  over  to  aifift  the  king  of 
England,  then^mployed  in  his  Scottifh  wars,  in 
which  he  fucceeded  to  his  wifli  againft  John  Ba- 
4iol.  , 

^  But  in:  the  interim.  William,  de  Rofs^  prior  of 
Xilmanhaim^  being  left  deputy,  the  Iriih  xofe  in 
many  plaeesz-^-Leighlin  ai9d  other  towns  were 
burned  i  yet  in  another  quarter  O^Hanlon,  and 
Mac  Mahon  were  defeated  and  flain. 
*  Wogaa  returoingi  called  a  parliament^  and  en-^ 
deavoured  fio  fettle  matters^  a  little  better ;  at 
which  two  demands*  were  made,  from  the  clergy, 
one  from  the  king  which  was  denied,  and  another 
from  the  pope,  which  was  granted. 

*  Neverthclefs  the  O'Connors  Mac  Carthies, 
O'Dempfies,  and  all  the  different  parties  were  foon 
up  in  arms  again  with  various  fucc^fles ;  and 
the  Englilb*  were  obliged  to  draw  tc^;etJier  all 
their  forces  from  the  other  provinces  fi^  the  de- 
fence of  LeinfVer.— And  in  the  year  one  thou* 
fand  three  hundred  and  feven,  Murchad  BallagJi 
was  beheaded  by  Sir  David  Condon,  which  lat- 
ter was  executed  for  the  faft  two  years  afterwards. 
'  Thefe  proceedings  involved  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  lAand  in  war  and  bloodfhed,  and  inthemidft 
of  thofc  difturba^ices  ^ied  Edward  the  Pirfl,  of 
n  dyfcntery,  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  thirty-fixth  of  his  reign. 

Edward  the  Second,  of  Caernarvon  fucceeded  his  Edward  ii. 
father  on  the  Englilh  throne,  but  though  he  was 
heir  to  his   kingdom  he  never  inherited- his  abili- 
ties.  He  was  weak  and  pufillanimous,    eafily 

led  away  by  falle  appearances,  and  a  king  by  no 
• '     .        mcfu\% 


Digitized  by 


Google 


z%6      HISTORY    OP     IRELAND- 

means  fit  to  govern  a  warlike  people,  foch  as  tb$ 
Englifh,  who  foon  began  to  £ee  through  and  to 
defpife  his  mean  capacity. — ^His  father  Edward  had 
given  laws  to  the  Scots,  and  taken  prifoner  and 
unworthily  put  to  death  William  Wallace,  the 
ffteat  aficrtor  of  their  liberties  ;  but,  as  it  kcms^ 
From  the  afhes  of  this  phoenix  fprang  another 
more  fortunate  patriot,  Robert  Bruce,  who  was 
the  next  heir  to  the  Scottilh  crown. — : — The  firft 
Edward  had  with  difficulty  kept  him  under,  but 
that  was  a  tafk  too  hard  for  the  Second  to  atcbievci 
He  was  indeed  proclaimed  at  Carlifle^  and  after* 
wards  made  a  procefiion  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
.  (which  fomewhat  refembled  a  pageant)  into  Scot- 
land^  where  he  received  the  homage  of  the  chiefs  } 
but  inilead  of  proceeding  to  operate  againft  his 
watchful  enemy,  he  returned  to  England,  after  this 
parade,  leaving  the  earl  of  Pembroke  to  treat  of 
a  pacification,  and  appointing  him  guardian  <^  the 
kingdom.  From  fuch  a  beginning  little  could  be 
expe£ked,  and  thofe  who  had  any  hopes  fr^m  it^ 
found  themfelves  egrcgioudy  difappoiated. 

Sir  John  Wogan  was  ftill  continued  chief  juftice 
after  tius  prince's  acceffion,  and  received  orders  to 
fupprefs  the  knights  templars,  which  were  as  punc- 
tually executed  in  Ireland  as  they  were  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  commotions  of  the  Irifli  ftill  continuing, 
a  body  of  them  afiembled  under  Mac  Balthuif^ 
had  burned  the  caftle  of  Kenun  and  the  town  of 
Courcowly,  which,  bcfidcs  a  defeat  they  gave  the 
lord  chief  juftice,  rendered  them  very. formida- 
ble •,  neverthelefs,  that  great  officer  found  means 
afterwards  to  difperfe  them,  and  to  hang  up  their 
ringleader. 

In  his  abfence  (which  was  occafioned  by  a 
journey  he  undertook  to  England,  to  difplay  the 
wretched  ftate  of  the  county)  tlie  infurgents  grew 
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bolder  again,  burned  Athy^  and  dcftroyed  ftvcral 
other  places  •,  and  in  the  midft  of  their  civil  broils 
Odo,  the  king  of  Connaughc  was  flain« 

But  whilft  thefe  things  were  palling  in  Ireland, 
the  Englifli  king  was  about  to  furnifti  therpwich 
a  chief  governor,  who  would  certainly  have  been 
the  caulp  of  as  much  good  thiere  as  he  was  of  evil 
in  England,  if  he  had  continued  in  that  appoint- 
ment 

£dward,  contrary  to  his  engagement  with  his 
father,  having  recalled  Pierce  de  Gavcfton,    now 
Tent  him  into  Ireland,  as  chief  governor,    where, 
notwithftanding  he  had  the  diflike  of  many  great 
men  to  combat,  and  arrived,  as  I  have  f^id,  in  a 
time  of  public  confusion,  yet  he  quickly,  beg^n  to 
let  matters  right,  broke  the  power  of  the  revolt- 
ers,  (lew  O'Dempfey,  and  fubdued  O'Brian  king 
of  Thomond,  approving  himfelf  in  every  thing  a 
great  captain,    and  a  good  governor,    and  was 
much  efteemed  and  refpedred  by  the  army  for  his 
liberality,  and  gencrofity  of  fpirit.    But,  unhappily 
for  him  he  left   Ireland   and  went  to  Flanders, 
from  whence  afterwards   returning   to  England, 
the  nobles,  who  hated  him  for  his  greatnefs,  fe- 
conded  by  the  people,  who  detefted  him  becaufe  he 
was  a  favourite,  contrived  to  take  him  prifoncr 
at  Scarborough  caftle,  and,  much  ^ainft  the  will 
of  Edward,  (as  may  be  imagined)  ftruck  oflf  his 
.  head  as  a  traitor. 

After  the  departure  of  Pierce  Gavefton  Sir  John 
Wogan  was  again  fent  to  Ireland  in  the  charaft^ r 
of  chief  jufticc ;  and  in  the  Oftober  following 
Roger  Mortimer  came  over  with  his  wife,  the 
heirefs  of  Meath,  and  was  put  into  quiet  poflefllon 
of  that  country. — Two  parliaments,  or  afiemblies  q£ 
the  great  men  were  holden  two  fucceeding  years  in 
Ireland,  to  rectify  abufes  and  examine  into  ads 
of  violence  ^  and  indeed  diere  was  occasion  enoug^i 
.         '  for 
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for  thcfc;  fince  the  jSnglilh,  as  well  as  thelrifct 
•ftill  continued  their  bickerings  anij  animofirics.— 
A  fcarcity  of  corn,  the  natural  effeft  of  the  trou- 
bles which  raged  in  the  land  happening  about  this 
time,  the  bakers  fiifiered  for  what  it  is  moft  pro- 
bable they  could  not  help;  and  at  leaft  could 
have  but  a  fmall  concern  in.— Indeed  a  plentiful 
feafon  at  fucK  a  period  would  hare  been  mudi 
'  more  wonderful  than  a  time  of  the  greateft  fc- 
vcrity. 

The  next  year  was  nwrked  by  a  conteft  between 
two  bifhops,  and  that  which  fuccceded  it  by  the 
war  between  Ricliard  earl  of  Ulfter  who  invaded 
Thomond,  and  Richard  de  Clare,  who  oppofed 
him.  The  latter,  proving  viitorioUs,  took  the 
former  and  feveral  ot  his  friends  priforiers,  and  de- 
.  feated  a  body  of  Irifh  in  the  November  follow- 
ing. 

Yet  the  old  nativts  ftill  continued  dieir  dif- 
agrecments  among  themfelves,  but  the  Englifli 
beingj  .under  the-  fame  predicament,  reaped  little 
advantage  from  them,  while  they  by  means  of  their 
.  parties  lurking  in  the  woods  near  Dqblin,  very  much 
terrified  the  inhabitants; — and  the  lord  juftice  wis 
not  in  a  capacity  to  drive  them  away,  himfelf 
having  been  defeated  by  Robert  Verdon,  who  had 
made  an  infurreftion  in  Urgyle ;  but  the  latter, 
however  fubmitting  fomc  time  after,  the  former 
found  an  opportunity  of  making  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, having  deputed  Sir  Edmund  Butler  to  ma- 
nage the  Irifh  affairs  in  his  abfence. 

The  new  lord  juftice  began  to  manage  things 

Eretty  well  with  the  Irifh,  but  no  fooner  did  he 
egin  to  perceive  that  he  could  give  them  a  check, 
than  he  found  his  attention  called  off  to  another 
matter,  which,  in  the  fequel,  was  likely  to  havq 
proved  of  much  greater  importance ;  for  now  the 
Scots,  who  had  been  provoked  by  the  prctenfions 
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of  the  Englilh  to  the  difpofiJ  of  the  government 
of  their  realm^  in  order  to  return'  the  compli* 
meat)  began  to  invade  Ireland.-^However,  as  tijey 
appeared  only  in  fmall  nycpbers  in  a  few  boacs^ 
for  this  time  they  were  repulied  ^  but  the  attempt 
iwas  a  prelude  to  fomething  pf  a  more  ferio^s  na^, 
ture. 

In  .the  fucceeding  year  Edward  Bruce  (brother 
to  Robert  of  Scotland)  took  the  caille  of  Man,  and 
made  Lord  O'Donel  prilpner,  but  retired  to  colJeiQ: 
n  larger  arnriy,  in  proportion  as  his  views  of  con* 
quefl:  extended.  Sir  Edmund  Butler  the  deputy^ 
^  being  cecalled  to  England,  3ir  Theobald  de  Ver- 
dcen  vas.made  lord  jufticei  and  before  die  rqturi} 
of  £utier  the  grand  fcheme  for  invading  the  cououy 
uras  fettled  by  the  Scottish  princ^. 

Bdbre  thi^  took  place  the  famous  battle  of 
Bannocboum  had  been  fought,  in  which  king  Ed- 
irard,  who  commamied  inperfons  had  received 
t  filial  overthrpw  from  Robert  Bruce,  and  witl| 
the  greateft  di$culty  efcaped  being  (lain  or  taken^ 
being  forced  to  fly  for  his  life^  leaving  twenty 
thou&nd  of  his  followers  djcad  upon  the  lipid  of 
battle«^-In  a  word,  all  things  confpireid  to  excit^ 
the  hatred  of  the  Scotch  againil  the  Engliih  nation^ 
and  the  Ififh  on  their  part  Jiaving  fooie  real  and 
many  more  imaginary  cai^fes  of  complabt,  ac^- 
cording  to  the  accounts  h^ded  dpwn  to  US|  wer^ 
xeady  to  ftrbmit  to  any  foreign  power  that  would 
promife  them  deliverance  from  their  conquerors* 
It  mufl:  be  owned  that  tber^  was  one  grievance 
which  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  real  one,  and 
that  was,  the  denying  die  Iri0i  the  benefit  of  the 
Engliih  laws,  which  they  often  fplicited ;  and  the 
impofmg  upon  them  certain  reftraints  under  which 
they  could  not  but  be  very  uneafy  :— --among  thefe 
the  foflqwing  were  eaumeraced:  That  no  Infh«- 
woman  married  to  an  Englilhman  could  have  her 
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dower ;  no  Irifhman  could  fuc  in  the  king's  court, 
or  make  a  will  to  diipofe  of  hi»  efFcdts  ;  and  e%  en. 
if  an  iiifliman  wefc  murdered  by  an  Englifliman^ 
the  affaflin  efcaped  profecutk)n^ — They  complaind 
that  thcfe  evik  (liH  remained^  notwithftandkig  the 
cxprefs  declaration  of  feme  of  the  kings,  that  Ire- 
land fhould  be  governed  by  Englifh  laws ;  thcfe 
laws  in  general  extending  only  to  the  Pale,  and 
confequently  being  of  real  benefit  to  none  but  the 
new  (cttkrs.— On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifh  al* 
ledged  that  the  Iriih  were  always  ready  enough  to 
claim  the  profef^ion  of  the  laws^  hut  wexc  unvil* 
ling  to  fubmit  to  their  cenfwc  \  for  which  reaibo 
it  was  not  jixlged  expedient  to  admit  then)  to  fijch 
benefit  other^ifethan  by  a  family  or  fept  as  a  time, 
who  were  thus  fcparated,  to  be  received  into  the 
Pale,  on  repeating  their  oaths  of  aUegiance,  and 
giving  iecurity  to  be  alienatjle  to  thofe  laws  by 
which  they  petitioned  to  be  governed.— Thus  fbood 
the  difpute-f  but  in  the  mean  time  the  people 
groaning  tinder  a  weight  of  miferies,;  without  confi- 
dering  that  they  owed  much  of  it  to  their  own 
ill  conduft,  profeffed  themfelve^  ready  to  Kft  under 
the  banners  of  any  but  Englifhmen. 
^'  ^'        While  mens  minds  were  in  this  difpolltion.  Sir 
'^'^'     Edmund  Butler,  the  lord  juftice,   returned  from 
England  s  and  Edward  Bruce,   brother  to  Robert 
Bruce,  king  of  Scotland,  landed  near  Carrickfergu^ 
with  about  fix  thoufand  men.     Thefc  were  quicKly 
joined  by  the  Irifb,  and  with  their  help  he  took 
and  burned  I>undalk^  ravaged  the  country  of  Ur- 
gy!e,  and  bc^  every  where  lo  expel  the  Englifh. 
I'he  lord  juftice,  raifing  a  body  of  men,  commiaed 
tlie  command  of  them  to  the  earl  of  Ulfter  ^  biat 
Bruce  immediately  engaged  and  defeated  them  at 
Colerain  5  after  which  he  took  Carrickfergus,  and 
drove  the  Englifh  inhabitants  out  ot*  the  pfovincc 
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In  the  month  of  November  following  Rogei* 
Mortimer  niarchcd  at  the  head  of  another  Englifh 
army  againft  the  Scotch,  and  came  up  with  them 
^t  Kenlis  in  Meath,  where  he  gave  ther\i  battle, 
but  he  received  a  great  ovenhrow  from  them.— *• 
Bruce  then  burned  Kenlis,  and  proceeded  on  hi* 
march  through  the  country  ;  but  was  met  at  Ske- 
iheries  by  the  lord  chief  jufticre  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops,  whom  he  alfo  encountered  and  de- 
feated ;  and  the  confequencc  of  thefe  repeated 
vitftories  of  the  Scots  was,  that  the  Irilh  almoft 
every  where  rofe  up  againft  the  Englifh  governs  ' 
mcrtt;  neverthelefs'  they  received  many  checks 
where  they  were  litifupported  by  theif  new  allies.—* 

After  the  laft  defeat  a  general  affcmbly  was  held  at 
Dublin,  in  order  to  reconcile  fome  differences  be- 
tween the  leading  men,  and  to  conlider  on  methods 
for  carrying  on  the  war  which  had  begun  fo  un- 
luckily. —  It  is  obfenrcd  by  foreigners,  that  it  is  i 
maxim  with  the  Englifh,  "  That  their  forces  cail 
•'  never  be  defeated  unlcfs  by  treachery.*'  -—  And 
the  confequencc  of  this  maxim  isj  that  they  pre- 
fently  begin  to  look  out  for  the  traitor.— Hence 
it  is  that  we  find  an  hiftorian  who  writes  of  this 
period  in  one  place  pofitively,  telling  us,  "  That 
the  Englifh  Were  routed  with  great  flaughter  (at 
Kenlis)  by  the  treachery  of  the  Lacies  j"  and  in 
another,  which  almoft  immediately  follows,  that 
they  were  acquitted  of  fuch  imputed  treachery  by 
the  parliament  mentioned  above*  Whatever  fuch 
partiality  may  be  in  a  warrior  or  in  a  patriot,  it  is 
furely  inexcufable  in  a  writer  of  hiftory.— By  the 
fame  authority  we  are  told^  that  Bruce,  withdrawing 
to  his  quarters  fat  down  there  in  as  much  quictnels 
as  if  it  had  been  in  time  of  profound  peace  5  hold- 
ing courts  of  juftice,  and  attending  to  the  admi* 
niftratioA  of  civil  affairs  •,  yet  foon  after  we  find 
this  prince  and  his  followers  ftigmatized  as  the  moit 
U  2  cruel 
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erud  moAfteis  th$t  nature  ever  produced.— On 
the  whole  ic  do^  n<K  ^ppefir  that  they  were  H)ore 
l^arbarous  than  other  invaders,  and  I  belk^e  aa 
incurfion  of  this  kind,  unattended  with  the  horror 
of  fke  and  fword^  wa^  at  that  tiioe  a  thing  unpa- 
faUeUed  in  hiftory. 

Edward  having  fent  for  fucconn  fixxn  Scotland*, 
when  thcfe  arrived,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned 
king  of  Ireland  at  Dundall^  after  which  he  again 
proceed^  in  his  conquefts,  finding  very  few  in 
th^e  parts  that  wcjr  able  and  wi^g  to  oppofe 
him* 

The  lord  juiHce  having  drawn  together  f\ich 
forces  as  he  could,  was  all  this  time  bufied  in  rcr 
ducing  the  Irifli  in  his  neighbourhood  and  m  Con- 
naug;ht,  in  which  he  noet  with  better  fucceis  diao 
he  had  in  his  engagement  with  Bruce;  he  was 
then  created  earl  ofCarrick^  and  the  Burks  and 
Geraldines  thought  prc^r  for  a  while  to  lay  afidp 
ihcir  animofities,  and  unite  in  the  defence  of  th( 
Englifli  government  in  Ireland,  which  was  now 
ftaken  to  its  very  bafis  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
ihe  rafluieis  of  Edward  Bruce,  wouki  ihortly  have 
been  totally  overthrown* 

At  this  time  indeed  he  was  cautious  em>t}gh ;  &r 
failing  in  his  attempt  on  Dublin,  the  EogliSi  hav^ 
ing  gathered  together  an  army  confifting  of  diirqr 
thouiai)d  men,  under  Rc^er  Mortimer,  tl^en  chief 
juftice,  and  finding  piovifions  fcarce,  he  retreated 
towards  UUter,  whede  the  enfuing  famine,  which 
was  moft  fevere,  detained  him,-— But  in  the  mean 
time  hia  brother  landing  with  freih  forces,  he 
looked  upon  the  coiKnieft  of  the  ifland  as  com- 
pleted ;  yet  he  foon  round  himfelf  deceived  -,  fcr 
•the  fapie  csLuf^  which  kept  him  in  Ulfter  obliged 
Robert  to  quit  the  country. 

It  b  faid,  that  at  this  time  the  pope,  by  his  buUt 
cooimanded  the  Englifh  and  Scots  io  conclude  a 
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truce  fot  t^o  ycarst  but  that  the  latter  would 
fipt  confent  to  it,  as  (confidering  the  fGarcity  which 
then  prevailed)  their  army  would  foop  conlume 
all  the  provifions  that  could  be  found  in  their 
quarters,  and  muH  neceflarily  have  recourfe  topluiw 
der  for  fubfiftance ;  for  which  reaibn  alone,  it  they 
had  had  no  other,  a  date  of  war  was  to  them  mors 
^igiUc  than  that  of  peace. 

However  that  might  be,  it  was  probable  fuch  a 
jneceffity  led  Edward  Bruce  at  length  to  quit  hi9 
^ft,  and  truft  his  fate  at  a  time,  when  his 
brother  was  once  more  coming  to  his  afliftance^ 
and  abfblutely  fent  him  advice  hot  to  fight  till  they 
Aould  be  able  to  e&ft  a  junftion. 

Alexander  Bickaor,  archbiihop  of  Dublin^  waft 
then  lord  juftice. — He  fent  lord  John  Birmingham 
-with  an  army  againft  the  invada-s ;  Edward  met 
them  near  Dundalk,  and  beiiig  imprudent  enou^ 
to  hazard  !a  battle,  was  totally  defeated,  and  hiimh 
ielf  ilain  in  the  engagement,  ail  his  followers  being 
-cut  in  pieces  by  the  Englilh.r— Robert  was  already 
ianded  again  in  Ireland  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  hbadi 
^f  this  difafler,  he  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  cont- 
iqueft  there^  and  with  a  heavy  heart  re-imbarke(i 
lor  his  own  country. 

Thus  were  the  Irifh  di(appointed  in  their  moft 
fanguine  hopes,  once  more  now  almoft  every  where 
"brought  under.  Anryong  the  reft  of  the  fucceflcst 
the  Engliih  fettkrs  in  Leinfter  and  Meath  gave 
the  O'Coiinors  a  great  defeat  at  Balibogan. — And 
in  the  fame  year  died  the  late  lord  ju^jce,  who  had 
been  made  earl  of  Carrick. 

John  Birmingham,  earl  of  Louth,  fucceeded  him 
5n  that  ofHce,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  king 
JEd ward  the  Second,  he  received  his  majefty*s  orders 
to  meet  him  with  a  body  (^troops  at  Carlifle,  with 
which  he  complied,  though  the  Englifh  fuffered  a 
defeat  about  that  time,  which  he  might  well  havr 
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pleaded  in  cxcufc  for  a  refufal,  if  he  had  been 
(o  inchncd.T- — At  his  departure,  he  left  Ralph 
de  Gorees  as  deputy  to  fill  his  place,  who  was 
foon  after  fupcrfcdcd  by  Sir  John  Darccy,  in 
mhok  time  fonie  good  ordinances  ivere  publi(hed 
by 'the.  king  in  council,  tending  to  a  rea;ulation 
of  the  civil  flate  of  Ireland. 

But  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
fevcri,  the  face  of  aJiairs  was  changed  in  Eng-' 
land. — The  weaknefs  of  the  fecond  Edward  and 
iiis  inclination  to  favouritifm  had  not  only  pre- 
sented his  enjoying  the  affection  of  his  people, 
r— princes  have  reigned  long,  and  died  in  peace 
without  that — but  it  had  done  worfe  for  him,  it 
had  excited  their  contempt.  From  the  favourite 
they  proceeded  to  turn  their  oppofition  ^inft  the 
mafter.r— Yet  it  is  probable  they  would  never  have 
carried  matters  to  fuch  a  length  as  they  did,  if 
ihey  had  not  been  countenanosd  by  his  wicked 
adulterous  queen,  Ilabel,  a  French  princefg,  who 
was  acceiTory  to  the  depofition  and  death  of  her 
Kufband,  for  which  her  oame  will  be  infamous  to 
latcft  poftcrit>\-^ After  having  been  deferted  by  aU 
moft  all  his  fubjeds,  and  obliged  to  refign  his 
crown  to  his  fon,  this  unfortunate  monarch  was 
jbonfiDcd  in  Kennelwprth'and  then  in  Berkeley  caf- 
lle.  Ip  the  latter  he  foon  exhibited  a  proof  of  the 
/naxin),  **  that  depofed  princes  feldom  live  long." 
Thofe  who  had  him  in  cuflody  tried*^  every  method 
that  cruelty  could  invent  to  ruin  his  health  and 
io  make  hin^die  apparently,  a  natural  death  i  but  a 

JrQod  conftitution,  joined  to  a  refignatibn  to  his 
ate  (which  howeyer  was  rather  the  effeft  of  in- 
dolence than  fortitude)  bafHed  all  their  fchemes. 
»— Whereupon,  being  impatient  to  get  rid  of  him, 
Jthey  moft  barbaroufly  murdered  him  in  the  night; 
py  thruding  a  hot  iron  up  his  body,  which  whilft 
^i;  put  him  to  inexjprelfible  torture,  left  no  exter,-. 
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•nal  marks  of  violence  -,  fo  that  they  ventured  to 
cxpofe  the  cx>rpfc  to  public  infpeftion  ;  ncverthe- 
lefe  the  groans  of  the  unhappy  viftim  had  beea 
iieard  by  many  people,  even  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
^ancc  from  the  fpot,  and  on  weighing  every  cir-» 
<umftance  there  remained  little  reafon  to  doubt  of 
the  barbarity  the  afTaflins  had  pradifedupon  their 
royal  prifoner,  yet  were  they  not  called  to  an 
account  for  the  fad,  being  too  well  fupported  to 
fear  any  ill  confequences  from  committing  it. 

Thus  fell  Edward  the  Second,  who  though  not 
one  of  the  moft  wicked  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
^eakeft  princes  that  ever  fat  upon  the  Englilh 
throne.  And  to  him  fucceedcd  his  eldcft  fon  Ed- 
ward the  Third,  who  at  that  time  was  entirely 
binder  the  direftiofi  of  his  ambitious  mother*  a.  d. 

He  was  proclaimed  king  in  January,  and  crown- _i2i2i^ 
•<d  the  firfl:  day  of  February^  in  the  fame  year,^**"^**^* 
«nd  as  he  was  but  fiftccxi  jcars  old,  h^  twelve 
•governors  appointed  for  him  and  the  kingdom, 
yet,  in  eflPiaft,  none  (bared  m  the  management  of 
^ther  with  his  mother,,  except  Mortimer  earl  of 
March,  who  was  now  the  only  favouriice  at  courtt 
being  to  the  queen  in  that  regard  what  Pierce  de 
<5avefton  had  been  to  her  hufband. 

By  this  adminiftration  Thomas  Fitz  John,  earl 
of  Kildare,  was  n)ade  lord  juftice,  and  circular 
letters  were  fent  to  the  great  men  of  Ireland,  id-  •' 
viting  them  all  by  name  to  fwear  fealty  fo  the 
^cw  king  as  they  had  done  to  his  predeceffors  ; 
and  he  wais  acknowledged  in  the  fame  manner  %  ne- 
venhelcfs  the  Englifh  fubjp<^s  in  Ireland  were  as 
far  as  ever  from  confidering  that  it  wa«  their  duty 
and  their  intereft  Hkewife  to  be  united. —Mau- 
rice Fitz  Thomas,  afterwaxls  carl  of  Defmond, 
taking  offence  at  fomc  Qighting  words  uttered 
by  the  lord  Arnojd  l^oer,  he  and  .  his  friends 
denounced  war  againft  the  aggrellbr,  who,  on  his 
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j^art  called  in  the  iafliftanGC  of  the  Poers. — ^Thp 
fconfeautncc  wa8»  that  the  latter  having  the  wor^ 
tof  it,  their  lands  were  ravaged  and  deftoyed,  many 
pf  them  fell  by  the  fword>  and  the  remainder  were 
obliged  to  fly  for  refuge  into  Connaught.— In 
vain  did  the  lord  juftice  fommon  both  parties  be- 
fore him^  that  they  might  each  have  an  impart 
tial  hearing : — ^the  lord  Pocr  refufed  to  come,  aod 
Inftead  of  minding  the  fummons,   took  the  fir^ 
opportunity  that  offered,  and  ernbarking  for  £ng^ 
laiid.     The  confederate  army  in  the  mean  time 
was  greatly  increafed,  and  finding  that  their  grand 
enemy  was  fled,  they  now  fet  themfelves  to  plua^ 
tiering  the    lands  of  their   adverfaries.    But  tt 
length  they  were  grown  fo  formidable,  diat  tholp 
who  inhabited  the  cities  and  fortified  towiis  faegam 
to  arm  and  Hand  upon  their  guard  agamft  them. 
This  when    the  cortfisderat^    percpivedv  fcar^ig 
platters  might  be  carried  farther  than  they  had  ix^ 
tended,  they  im«ttediate)y  (^patched  meflfengera  to 
jet  the  lord  juftice  know,  that  they  had  not  the 
leafl:  mtention  of  prejxididng  the  king^  towns^ 
but  had  onty  taken  up  arms  againft  the  Poers  thdr 
enemies,  and  tHat  they  were  ready  to  appear  and 
juflify  themfelves  before  Him  at  Kilkenny. — ^And 
ac<rordingly  they  prefented  themfelves  as  they  had 
prornHfed;  recjucftmg  a  charter  x)f  pardpn  %  but  re^ 
€eived  for  ahfwer,    that  the  lord  juftice    WQul^ 
i^ake  time  to  confuler  of  the  afHiin 

The  Jtifh  inhabitants  of  the  provmce  of  Leii?- 
fter  obferving  with  pleafui'e  thefe  di0entioqs  whid^ 
reigned  amongft  their  neighbours,  took  what  they 
imagined  a  favourable  opportunity  of  letting  up 
a  pnnce  of  their  owft.  They  accordingly  did  fo^ 
,  fitihfl;  their  choice  on  Donald  Mac  Art  Mac  Mon^ 

^  fough,  of  the  family  of  the  Mac  Morroughs,  fbn- 

ipcrly  prince?  of  lieinikr,   whom  they  qow  proh 
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d;d<ned  kif|g  *<^  the  prcndoce;  and  under  wi^oi^ 
fL  large  body  of  them  marched  towards  Dublin^ 
but  were  defeated  within  two  miles  of  that  capi- 
tal by  Sir  Heary  Trahernc  an^  Walter  dc  VaUe^ 
who  toolc  Ponaid  Mac  Art  Mac  Morroufih  pri.- 
ibner,  and  had  him  confined  in  the  calile  of  Dub- 
lin ;  byt  the  Irifti  chief  efcaped  from  thence  hj 
m^ns  of  a  cord,  which  coft  the  man  his  life 
that  furnifhed  him  ^ith  it. 

.  The  lord  juftice  dying  about  this  time  at  his 
jraftle  of  Minoothp.  Roger  Outlaw,  prior  ojf!  Kilr 
manhaim^  lord  chancellor  fucceeded  nim.  About 
this  time  James  Butler,  fon  of  Edmund  Butle% 
earl  of  Carrick  married  the  earl  of  Here&)rd*s 
(laughter,  and  the  lord  Arnold  Poer  and  William 
BurK  returning  into  Ireland,  a  parliament  was  csdl- 
^.  at  Dublin,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  recon^ 
ciliation  between  them  and  the  I^uders  and  Bir- 
min^bams,  the  ground-work  of  which  had  beeg 
previoufly  laid  4t  a  parliament  holden  at  Nor- 
^ampton,  and  which  defirable  work  was  here  com*- 
pleted  5— on  this  occafion  there  ^  was  much  feafti- 
ing,  thidogh  it  happened  in  the  feafon  of  Lent. 

A^  the  fame  tioie  a  matter  of  an  extraordinary 
nature,  was  canyaffed. — For  the  bilhop  of  Offoiy 
^ccuicd  the  lorti  juftice  himfclf  of  herefy,  in  thitt 
he  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of^  or  aided  and  abett^ 
pd  one  Sir  Arnold  Poer,  who  ftood  convifted  <rf 
herefy  before  him  i  but  the  chief  governor  proving 
that  the  charge  was  unfair^  and  that  the  bifhop 
had  been  partial  to  a  kiniman  of  his  own  in  tl»B 
matter,  was  acquitted^  after  a  folemn  purgadon ;  yet 
the  accufed  heretic  perilhed  in  prifon,  and  his  body 
was  denied  the  rites  of  burial  for  a  lon^  time  be* 
caufe  he  dkd  unpurged  of  the  herefy  laid  to  hii 
fchai^. —     ,  . 

.    Sir  John  parcey  being  appointed  lord  juftipe^' 
MKOghegan  of  Meath,  and  others  of  the  Irifh  in 
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liCinfter^  and  CTBrian  of  Thomond  and  his  aflb- 
<iates  in  Munftcr  took  up  arms,  the  former  of 
^hom  defeated  and  flew  lord  Thomas  Butler, 
fiear  Molingar,  whilft  O'Brian  ravaged  all  the 
xountry,  and  burned  the  towns  of  Atheffcl  and  Tip- 
perary,  overawing  the  people,  and  carrying  all  be- 
fore him.— At  length  the  infurgents  were  encoun- 
tered by  the  people  of  Wewbrd,  who  killed 
about  four  hundred  of  them,  and  put  the  r^ft  to 
night.  Afterwards  the  lord  juftice  aflifted  by  the 
^arl  of  Ormond,  obliged  the  0*Birnes  and  others 
^  fubmit ;  yet  he  plainly  faw  that  this  was  no 
time  for  him  to  fit  down  .contented,  and  he  pro- 
vided accordingly. 

in  the  mean  while,  it  had  not  been  in  that  ma- 
giftrate's  power  to  prevent  the  F.nglifh  from  guar- 
Telling,  for  the  earl  of  Louth  and  many  or  the 
Birminghams,  Talbot  of  Malahide,  and  a  hundred 
^nd  fixty  other  Englifhmen  were  murdered  by  the 
treachery  of  the  Savages  and  the  Gernons,  and 
the  Barries  and  Roches  of  Munfter  did  the  fanie 
i)y  James  Fitz  Robert  Keating,  lord  Philip  Hod* 
net,  Hugh  Condon,  and  an  hundred  and  forty 
bthcrs.  One  would  almoft  have  thought  the  air 
of  Ireland  had  bred  quarrels,  to  hear  of  theit 
proceedings  on  all  hands.  The  lord  juftice  be- 
ing thus  everj'  way  weakened,  called  in  the  aid 
of  Maurice,  who  was  afterwards  earl  of  Definond, 
oflfering  him  the  king's  pay  if  he  would  take  the 
field  againft  the  rebels.  Accordingly  he  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  routed  the  Orolans,  the  Mor- 
roughs  and  many  other  of  the  Irifh  tribes.-^At 
this  time  the  lord  juftice  finding  himfelf  much  em- 
barrafled  to  keep  on  foot  fo  great  an  army  as  he 
had  then  occafibn  for,  was  torced  to  fuffer  the 
Irifh  ?u(lom  of  Coigne  and  Livery,  which  had 
formerly    been  exercifed  by   the    natives    when 
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the  iflind  was  entirely  in  their  hands,  but  which  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  great  oppreflion. 

The  Irifh  now  again  petitioned  the  king  of  Eng- 
land for  a  general  liberty  to  ufc  the  EngliOi  laws,  the 
confequencc  of  which  was,  that  his  majefty  fent  in- 
ftru6lions  to  the  lord  juftice  to  confult  the  parliament 
in  Ireland,  and  to  let  him  know  their  opinion  of 
that  .petition. 

In  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty  Roger  Out- 
law, prior  of  Kilmainbam  was  again  made  lord  de- 
puty,, who  fuppreffcd  the  Macoghcgans  that  now 
began  to  recover  from  their  former  lofles.  He  alfb 
held  a  parliament  at  Kilkenny,  at  which  appeared 
Alexander  archbifliop  of  Dublin,  the  earls  of  Ulfter 
and  Ormond,  lord  William  Birmingham,  and  lord 
Walter  Burk,  all  of  whom  brought  bodies  of  forces 
with  them,  which  were  intended  to  be  employed 
againft  O'Brian  who  then  lay  at  Urkiff  near  Calhell ; 
but  though  thefe  aHembled  foldiers  made  a  great 
ihew,  they  performed  nothing;  for,  marching  to 
Limerick  the  Burks  made  depredations  upon  fome 
of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Giraldines,  which  occa- 
fioncd  foch  difputcs  that  the  earl  of  Ulftcr  and 
Maurice  of  Dejfmond  both  repaired  to  England, 
which  probably  occafioned  the  army  to  fufpend  .its 
operations— The  next  year,  however,  was  fpent  in 
fkirmiflies  which  in  tfie  end  proved  ra?her  favourable 
to  the  Engli(h,  the  lord  Birmingham  doing  them 
great  fervice  againft  the  rpvolters. 

In  the  interim,  a  kind  of  revolution  had  happened 
in  England  which  took  the  king  out  of  the  hands 
of  his  governors  ^nd  made  hini  his  own  matter.— 
If  the  Englifli  would  not  bear  with  Pierce  de  Gave- 
fton,  they  were  not  more  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  Mortimer  earl  of  March, 
whom  fome  of  the  great  men  at  court  ventured  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  king  zs  a  wicked  and  arbitrary  mini- 
Iter  i  but  it  was  not  till  ibey  found  that  prince  ripen- 
^  ing 
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iRg  idCo  nmnhocx},  hinftfclf  di&pproved  his  condoft^ 

zjnd  boged  (o  be  a  real  as  well  as  a  noriiinal  monarch, 

a  thing  which  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  coak)  never  be 

brought  about  ocherwife  than  iyf  this  favottri(e*s  de- 

ftru&ion.      Edward   was  bold  and  anibittoua — ^A 

youth  of  fuch  a  temper  there  needed  but  Iktle  fpur 

|o  fticnulate  to  the  claim  of  that,  royalty  which 

was  his  by  birib^  and  to  which  he  was  called  by  the 

yofCe  of  (he  peo|>le.     He  therefore  contrived  to 

kite  Mortimer  ac  Nottingham,   where  be  was  Kft 

ineet  the  fiarliament^  and  for  that  pjurpoCe  began  to 

Jay  a  plan,  for  fecuring  the  caftle  oif  that  city  ;  btt£ 

Mortimer  and  the  queen  were  before-babd  with  bioi* 

fer  they  went  thither  with  all  their  retinue,  and  toc^ 

imcnediace  poiTeffion  of  the  place;  nevertbelefi  the 

young  king  ftiil  continuing  ftoidy  to  his  porpofe  re- 

folved  to  ieize  the  favourite  tn  the  caftle.    For  this 

ipurpofe  he  founded  the  governor,  to  try  whether  he 

tvouid  not  give  hini  admiiTion — But  that  officer  told 

^him  that  the  c^ftlt  was  locked  every  night,  that  the 

locks  were  ahered,  and  that  the  qoeea  bad  the  only 

,  keys  that  would  open  thetn  carried  op  every  night 

to  her  apartment;  but  he  pointed  out  a  (bbtcr* 

raneOus  paOage  by  which  he  OQuld  condoft  any  one 

into  the  caille,  and  even  to  the  very  chamber  of 

Mortimer.     The  king  approved  the  fcheme  and 

with  the  lords  Montacute,  Molins,  Ufibrd,  and  other 

oobies  and  gentlemen,  contrived  to  enter  by  that 

way. Thcfc  having  quitted  the  town   in  the 

evening)  returned  About  midnight,  and  were  con- 
duced through  this  cavern  to  the  chief  tower 
of  the  fortreis,  and  from  thence  to  Mortimer's 
apartment,  where  they  took  him  prifoner,  notwith- 
ftandin^the  queen's  intreacies,  who  arofe  from  her 
bed  and  rufhed  from  the  next  apartment  where  flic 
lay,  to  fave  him. — ^This  bad  mincer  being  com* 
mitted  prifoner  to  the  tower  of  London  was  after«^ 
wards  ascu&d  of  various  akti^  amouiicing  to  fa^b 
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creafbn,  for  whicli be  wa$ condcfoned  ro  ftiSer  tea 
traitor  and  his  body  hung  |wo  days  on  a  Gommon' 
gibber*  a  wpcfol  fpcdajclq  ro  biehAldcrs ! — Buc  lo  ic-.     * 
corn  to  thofe  afi^irs  which  more  immediately  coocern 
Ireland.—^ 

Sir  AnihoAy  Lncy  being  fcnt  Over  terd  chief  jiiftice  a.  o. 
I^roughc  with  him  Hugh  de  Lacey,.  who  was  now  '^^'* 
pardoned  and  received  ipto  favour. 

In  bis  admiQtftratioo  a  parliament  was  fummoned 
to  meet  at  Dublin,  which  was  adjourned  to  Kilken- 
ny»  where  it  was  accordingly  aflfembled ;  and  thitbev 
the  earl  of  Kildare  and  others  who  had  been  con^ 
ceraod  in  levying  ibldiers  againft  cheir  neigbboura 
and  countrymen  came,  and  received  thejr  pardpi), 
on  condition  of  renewing  their  allegiance  and  fwear^ 
ing  to  keep  the  king's  pesf e  for  the  future. 

And  in  the  beginning  of  March  this  year  the  kin|^ 
and  parliament  of  England  framed  certain  article* 
for  the  tranquility  of  Ireland^  which  they  fent  thither 
dirodtly.^ 

Af 


^  The  faKfttHGc  of  thde  aiticlei 
^TM  as  followt : 

Rex  jttiHc.  Cane,  lb  TkeT.  hh 

Kibcrn.  ialutem.— Mandamot  vobLs, 
^«od  titicBloa  fupcrfcriptosy    ^uot 
pro  cRKodatio  ftaCM,    Tcm  no^ 
trz  Hiberniae  ^uiete  Sc  tran^uilitaie 
populi    noiiri  ibidem^    fwr  winfa- 
-mentnin  conciUi  noftri  in   pkdmo 
parKameoto  noftro  apud  Weftxnoo. 
tefto;  ordmavimtta    in  difia   tena 
Hibenia  quantttm  ad  voa  attinety 
tencatis  &  obTcnratio  &  par  alioa  ii- 
4clea  noftroa  di^c  terrae^  tcneri  <b 
<»bfenrari  faciatii  :   tenor  aitem  ar- 
^culoram  pnedi^nim  talis  eft. 
*  Imfirrmu    Jufticiariai  qni   nvnc 
eft,  vel  pro  tempore  f  uerit,  non  cod- 
cedat  cnartaa  pardonatia    de   morie 
lioiiUDia^  nee  KoberMS  fr  incendiis^ 
niii  de  Roberiit  &  incendita  ante 
feftnm  Pafcba;^  anno  regoi  domiai 
Edwatdi  regis  Anglic    tcrtti    poft 
coQ^ueftum  ^uiiito  pcrpcttataa:  fit 


^vov  ve  c^ieiu  ccnmcec  icguu  w 
nominibof  buj^froodi  pardosationei^ 
potentium  U  de  aviramento  Tuo  He 
«oo4  rex  faciat  inde  voIontBtaD|l 
loain,  it  quod  nanus  in  tern  Hi* 
bernie  ex  nunc  faciat  talsa  pardona- 
^iofns  infra  Kbertatem  ft  extra,  fi^b 
^avi  forisfaftura  domini  regie. 

lum,  'Quod  diOus  juftic.  de  cae^ 
tero  non  conceaat  tuitionem  pacit 
fcionibuf  ad  itlvam  exiftentibua. 

/fiw.  Quod  una  &  eadexn  lex  ftit 
tarn  Hibemiie  quam  Anglicia,  ex- 
cepta  fercepu  fenritnte  batagionmi 
penea  dominoa  fuos  eodem  modo  quo 
ulitatum  eft  in  Anglia  de  viUanio. 

bem.  Quod  juftic.  nee  aliquia  m!« 
'»lAer  de  c«te»  det  aiicui  cufi«. 
diam  rel  maritagium  alicujus  hxre<* 
die  ad  regem  pertinentis  aec  pardo- 
•setdeUu  regis  fua  fineSj  aroerci* 
aaaenta  vel  catalla  foris  nee  pardoikt 
debit  a  regis  feu  fines^  amercfanienta 
vci  cataUa  a  larisfaaa,  ^«d  qvtfd 
'j^ftiictaAi 
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As  the  parliament  had  been  very  thin,  the  tofd 
lieutenant  hearing  that  the  Irifh  being  up  in  arms 
had    burned  the  caftle  of  Femes,  entertained   a 

fuf. 


jnftkluii  Se  alii  mmiftri  bojafmodi 
Cttftodios  Sc  mariugia  vendant  Se 
cevnmodam  regis  indefac  juxia  dif- 
cittioois  fuoi. 

Jttm,  Quod  vie.  te  coronatoret  de 
cett^o  ligantur  per  eomratttiitatii 
comlu  te  non  alio  modo^  Se  quod  ca> 
talla  forUfa£ta  rediaoeant  an  cuftodia 
iriilar^ 

Jftu,  QjioA  jttftic.  feu  altquit  aliU 
inimfter,  non  redplet  aliquem  mag- 
siatem  in  pteg.  rtl  minacaptor.  rer^ 
fus  fub  dominum  regem,  nifi  quatenut 
pro  cofiimodo  Itgta  viderinc  fadcn- 


Irem,  Quod  juftic.  obfidea  pro  con- 
icrvatione  pacit^  five  liberates  in 
carceris  domini  regis  fae.  ialvo  cuf« 
todire,  ad  fumptoa  fuos  propriot^  Se 
^uod  li  ipfi  ^tti  pofucrunt  hajuf- 
modi  obfides,  conditionesj  Se  cooven* 
tiones  quas  facerimt  non  obrervent, 
Jaftic.  faciunt  judicium  de  hujuf- 
nodi  obAdibus. 

Ittm,  Quod  juftic  feu  aliquii 
magnua  Hibcrn.  non.  concedat  pro- 
Cediones  alacui  contra  pacem  regit 
cxiftant* 

Jrrm,  Quod  nuHus  miAiftcr  legii 
4e  cztero  recipiatur  In  pleg.  vel  ma* 
Aucaptiorem  vtrfus  dominum  regcm. 

Ittm,  Quod  fines  de  vacco  de  cse- 
tero  pro  redemptione  non  capiaatur, 
fed  denarii.- 

Irm,  Qjiod  treuga  capra  ie  capien- 
da  inter  Anglicoa  Sc  Hibemico  de 
cseteroobfcrvetar,  Sc  quot  nentra  part 
damnum  alteri  durante  hujulmodi 
treuga  inferat^  Sc  ii  fecerit  pro  fe- 
lone  habeatur. 

Jim,  Qjiod  nuUus  otlagatvis  in 
gildibili  rcccptatur  infra  libcrtates 
pec  e*  converfo  )  Sc  inde  fiat  ov- 
dinanti.  juftica,  Sc  alios  mimftroa 
Sc  dominoSf   libertatum. 

Jtgm,  Quod  vie.  et  alii  miniftri 
computent  quolibet  anno  femel  ad 
siinua  fi  commodo  fieri  potent. 

//Ml.    Qspd.  Sencfcallus  alicujus 
domini  in  Hibern*  non  ponatur  ia 
•liquu  officio  regis. 
Itm,   Quod  Thef.  vel  aiiut  mi- 


Aifte^  regis  uli  ipfe  imei^cre  non 
poteft  fupervideat  quolibet  anno  caftr* 
regis  &  ftatum  tonindem  Sc  qnotf 
cmendare  fac.  defc£tas  eorondesn. 
Item,  Quod  vie.  in  turris  qiicr 
faciunt  de  brevibus  domini  regiis 
pooaut  nomine  foa  its  oood  qnili- 
bet  vie.  de  eztii^us  foriifa^uria 
S:  aliit  profieiis  quss  leqtF^sito^ 
fub  nomine  vie.  oneierur  ad  Scac 
pro  tempore  fuo  proprio. 

himh  Qgod  estnn^  non  affi^ 
nentur  ad  eas  colligendas,  Sc  hoc 
fiat  de  potentiortbus  difefttioribos, 

Ittm,  Quod  juftic.  fac  inqiurct« 
quolibet  anno  de  mintfh-ia  domini 
legisy  et  eorum  h€da,  Sc  qood 
puniat  dctinquentes  per  concilium, 
St  advifamentum  cane.  Se  xhet,  Se 
aliorum  de  toncilio  regis  A  amo  cat 
infufficientcs. 

Itiin,  QOod  nttUut  manutcncat 
nee  ducat,  Sc  kerne*  nee  genies  v»s 
catl  uUi  mtn  nifi  in  marches  tidt 
properiis^  Se  ad  cuftus  corandcm, 
nee  faciat  priaas. 

Item,  Quod  omnes  miniftri  regis 
qui  teneatua  ad  computandum  fc 
non  inbellt  terras  feu  tenemenu 
fufficienta  in  Hibernia,  invcoiaot 
manucaptionem  in  Hibern.  ad  re- 
ij>ondeadom  fcgi  de  compotis  fuis 
ibidem. 

Itim.  Qood  habentes  terras  Sk  t»> 
nemeota  in  Hibernia  tarn  rebgiofi 
quam  alii  pra;nlumiantur  quod  re- 
fidcMt  in  ufdem  fi  fiat  in  Marchi^ 
vel  aiibi|  vel  ponent  fufficicntem 
cuftodiam  pro  conferratione  pads 
in  iifdem  citra  fcft.  S.  Petri  ad 
•Vincula  pn>x  futur.  Sc  fi  nca  fe- 
cerint  quod  rex  in  corum  defcAuifi 
•terras  Se  tenementa  iUa  in  manmn 
fuam  capiat,  Se  de  lufficienie  cuft»* 
dia  eorundcm  ordinabit. 

Itrm,  Quod  nullus  cujuicnnqiie 
ftatus  fco  conditionit  manuteneat^ 
foveat  *icc  defeneat  Hiberaicoay  fea 
alium  quemeunque  contra  paccn 
domini  regis  infurgcntcm  >  &.  fi  *^'' 
quia  fie  fecerit,  Sc  inde  conviftni 
inerit^^pro  fclonc  habebctor.  && 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    Of    IRE  LAN  D,        |o|5 

fufpicion  chat  fofne  of  the  ab^nt  lords  were  leagued 
with  the  enemy,  and  this  fufpicion  occafioned 
him  who  was  naturally  of  a  very  ftern  and  fevere 
difpoGuon  to  give  orders  for  the  arrefting  of  fe-^. 
vend  perfons,  among  whom  were  Walter  Buries 
and  his  brother  Maurice  Defmond,  Henry  Man* 
devil,  and  lord  William  and"  Walter  Birmingham^ 
Lord  William  was  aftcrward$  executed  (nocwith* 
(landing  «ll  his  former  fervices)  as  a  traitor  to 
the  Englifh  government ;  but  Walter  efcaped  on 
account  of  his  being  in  holy  orders. — And  as  for 
Maurice  Defmpnd,  after  having  been  a  year  in 
priibn,  he  was  difgharged  upon  bail  at  the  end  of 
that  term,  and  fent  over  into  England. 

But  notwlthftanding  thefe  executions,  and  all 
the  care  taken  by  the  lord  juftice,  the  Irifhin  thfii 
foUowtng  fummer  rafed  the  caftle  of  Bonratty  to  the 
ground  -,  while  the  hoftages  that  were  kept  at  Lime-* 
rick  and  Nenagh,  feized  on  both  thofe  caflles  \  hown 
ever  they  were  expelled  by  the  Englifli  who  put 
thofe  of  Limerick  to  death,  and  thofe  who  were 
concerhed  in  th^  affair  of  Nenagh  were  kept  In' 
dofe  confinement 

Many  more  jScirmKhes  now  happened  as  ufual 
between  the.Engliih  and  Irifli ;  but  ampngft  all 
thefe  troubles  one  of  the  nK)ft  vexatious  matters  ttf 
the  former  was  that  William  Burk,  eari  of  Uliler 
having  been  murdered  by  his  own  fervants,  bis 
wife  and  daughter  being  gope  over  to  En^and, 
where  the  letter  was  married  to  the  duke  ot  Cla- 
rence,— two  of  the  Burks  feized  on  the  greateft 
part  of  the  eftate,  and  divided  it  between  them  ^ 
and  then,  moir  eflfedually  .to  fuppctft  their  ufurpa- 
tion,  they  went  over  to  the  ancient  Irilh  for  wlK>ic 
cuftoms  and  language  they  exchanged  their  own  ; 
not  even  retaining  their  names,  but  varying  them 
accordi/ig  to.  the  genius  of  that  people.  Never^ 
thckfs  fome  of  the  country  people  revenged  the 

murder 
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mwder  of  the  eu*!,  but  that  did  not  make  amcada 
for  the  other^s  defodon. 

Before  this  time  it  was  idblved  ia  England,  lAiaC 
the  king  ihoukl  pafs  over  to  Irdand  in  pcrfon ;  uad 
an  who  had  effects  in  that  countiy,  Deiog  ablexity 
received  orders  to  repair  thither ^—but when  this 
was  determined  upon,  the  feaibn  of  theyetf  didnoc 
jtttt  fuch  a  voyage;  and  now  the  Scotch  had  cut; 
him  out  fo  much  work,  that  he  could  not  dink  ol 
making  the  excurfion,  nor  even  of  fen^ng  thither 
a  cotifiderable  fupply  of  oien. — ^Neverthelefs  I  "find 
it  recorded  that  the  Englifli  overthrew  the  Irilh  in 
Connaught  with  ib  great  (laughter,  that  the  latter 
had  ten  thoufand  flain,  while  the  former  loft  bat  one 
man ;  but  we  are  not  furntfhed  with  the  particulars 
of  this  great  engagement; — ^indeed  it  would  be 
wonderfill  if  we  fhould.*-- The  reader  has  already 
heard  many  ftrange  things  relative  to  the  numbers 
of  the  Irifh  flain  in  baSe  by  a  mere  handful  of 
£nglifh«~Doubdefs  for  the  reaibns  which  I  havt 
already  afiigned,  many  of  thefe  relations  regarding 
the  firft  iettlers  were  true— But  the  afiair  b«Mt  us 
is  too  ba|efaced  an  impofition  ever  to  be  received 
by  the  candid  and  judicious.    The  time  b  too  iH 
tudnd,  and  the  difproportion  too  great,  to  bear  a 
Vr^^blance.    The  Iriih  had  by  this  time  made 
Ibme  improvenmits  in  the  manner  x)f  their  actackS| 
and  were  rather  better  acquainted  with  tho^:  wh6 
came  to  oppofe  them  than  formerly  they  had  been  f 
and  confequently  though  ftill  iiifferior,  there  could 
not  be  ib  wide  a  dtlTenence  between  them  i  but 
ten  thoufand  is  as  eafy  to  fay  as  tea  hundred^ 
and  while  men  love  to  read  extraordinary  tales 
riiere  will  never  be  wanting  thofe   who  love  t^ 
trn>  them.    It  is  likely  however  that  the  Iri(k 
received  a  great  check  in  Connaught  at  this  time 
and.  were  routed  and  difperfed  by  their  adverfik 
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Sir  John  Chatham  was  the  next  lord  jufticc, 
who  arrived  in  Ireland  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred 
and  thirty-fcven,   bringing  with  him  his  brother 
Sir  Thomas  bifhop  of  Hereford,  lord  chancellor 
Rice  lord  treafurer,  and  two  hundred  Welch  fol- 
dicrs.     This  chief  ma^iftrate  called  a  parliament 
to  which  the  archbilhop  of  Ardmagh  intended  to 
come  I    but  when   great  preparations   had    been 
made  for  that  purpofe,  the  archbilhop  of  Dub- 
lin would  not  fuffer  him  to  advance  his  crofs  in 
that  diocefe,   till  the  king  himfelf  fent  his  writ, 
abfolutely  commanding  that  the  primate  fhould 
not  be  molefted. — A  very  hard  winter  clofcd  this 
year,  and  the  next  there  was  a  great  rifmg  of  the 
IriQj ;   but  the  earl  of  Defmond  flew  about  five 
hundred  men  in  Munfter,  and  took  captive  Ni- 
cholas Fitz  Morris,  the  lord  of  Kerry,  whom  he 
kept  prifoner  all  his  life,  becaufe  he  had  revolted 
and  joined  the  native  Irifli. — The  earl  of  Kildare 
alfo  met  with   fuceefs  in  other    parts,    and  the 
old  cuftom  of  murdering  and  plundering   began 
to  go  brilkly   forward   again  on    all   hands,    to 
which   it  is   likely   the  Irilh  were  the  more  in- 
duced on  account  of  the  fevere  weather  mentioned 
above. 

The  prefent  lord  juftice  going  over  to  Eng- 
land, conftituted  Roger  Outlaw  in  his  room,  who 
dying,  John  lord  Darcey  was  made  chief  magi- 
ftrate  for  life ;  but  yet  he  did  not  go  over  into 
Ireland  himfelf,  but  refted  contented  with  fend- 
ing over  Sir  John  Morris,  who  thinking  himfelf 
defpifed  by  the  great  men  of  his  own  nation  in 
Ireland,  a  plan  was  fet  on  loot  to  make  a  re- 
fumption  or  all  lands,  (igniories,  &c.  granted 
by  king  Edward  the  Third  or  his  father  to  his 
fubjcfts  inhabiting  the  country.  All  fuch  lands 
were  commanded  to  be  fei-^ed  till  the  merits  of 
Vol.1.  X  /*♦ 
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the  perfonsy  and  caufes  and  condilions  of  tbi  gifts 
foould  be  redeemed. 

This  was  as  ra(h  and  ill-timed  a  meafure  as 
ever  was  refolvcd  on,  if  all  circumftanccs  had 
been  duly  weighed  in  fuch  an  unfettled  ftatc  33 
that  of  Ireland ;  and  thoifgh  fome  of  the  grants 
in  themfelves  might  have  been  at  firft  imprudent 
enough  ;  yet,  confidering  the  rights  of  poffeflion^ 
and  the  power  and  coniequence  of  the  men  who 
claimed  upon  them,  it  was  but  endeavouring  to 
amend  one  error  by  another,  and  the  laft  bade 
fair  to  be  the  greater,  for  all  the  ancient  fetdcre 
were  at  once  offended  \  and  even  when  a  parliai- 
ment  was  called  to  meet  at  Dublin,  the  chief  in*. 
tent  of  which  was  to  concilitate  matters  a  lit- 
tle, the  earl  of  Dcfmond  and  many  other  lead- 
ing men  abfolutely  refufed  to  attend,  and  confult-* 
ing  with  other  malecontents,  convened  an  af- 
fembly  of  their  own  at  Kilkenny,  who  ventured 
to  fend  meffengers  to  the  king  himfelf  with  their 
complaints,  which  they  reduced  to  thefe.  three 
queries  : 

1.  How  a  realm  of  war  could  be  governed  by 
a  man  unlkilful  '\n  warlike  fcrVice  ? 

2.  How  an  officer  under  the  king,  that  enterc^ 
very  poor,  could,  in  one  year,  heap  up  more 
wealth  than  men  of  great  eftates  in  many  years  ? 

3.  How  it  chanced,  fmce  they  were  all  called 
lords  of  their  own,  that  the  fovereign  lord  of 
them  all  was  never  the  richer  for  them  ? 

However  thefe  complaints  might  (land  as  to  the 
letter  of  them,  we  find  that  the  king  well  enough 
underftood  the  fpirit  that  animated  them  was 
a  deteftation  of  the  refumption ;  but  without 
letting  the  remonftrants  know  that  he  beftowed  a 
thought  upon  that  matter,  he  tried  by  all  other 
poflible  means,  by  turning  out  the  officers  who 
Wftre  rtioft  obnoxious^  and  certifying  th?  number 
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of  iothers,  with  many  like  orders  to  reform  th^ 
government,  yet  he  was  very  unwilling  to  reftorc 
^he  lands  feized  by  virtue  af  his  writ. 

But  by  degrctps  this  alfo  was  brought  to  bear ; 
though  for  the  prefent  be  only  fent  powers  to- 
tbe  lord  juflice  and  the  lord  chancellor  to  enquire 
into  the  particulars  of  the  refumption,  and  to  renr 
der  John  Darcy  fcnior  his  part  of  tbeip  again.— r 
But  when  all  this  at  laft  would  not  do,  fome 
years  afterwards,  viz.  in  the  twcnty-fixth  of  thi? 
king's  reign  a  general  reftitution  was  made  which 
alone  could  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peopje.    ' 

But  at  the  period  we  ar^  fpeaking  of   a  li^ 
of  grievances    was  fent  oyer    to  the 'king    by 
John  Larchf  prior  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of 
Jcrufalem,    and  Mr.    Thomas   Wogan,    by   th^ 
prelatj^s^  earls,  barons,  and  commons  of  Ireland; 
•^and  foon  aiftcr  the  lord  jufticc  was    removed 
and  Sir   Ralph  Ufford  was    fent   thither,  who, 
however,  was  equally  hated  by  the  old  English  fet- 
tiers,  and  the  native  Irifti.  In  June,  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty-five,  a  parliament  was  fiamm^ned  Jo  meet 
at  Dublin,    but  the  cad  of  Defmoad  ^gain  re- 
fufed  to  come,  and  himfelf  fixed  a  time  for  anor 
tber  ai&mbly  at  Calan,   but  thoiewhom  he  in- 
vited thither  being  prohibited  from  appearing  there 
by  the  king*s  writ,  djfappointed  him. — And  befides 
this,  the  lord  juftice  fet  up  the  royal  ftandard  in ' 
Munfter,  and  feized  upon  his  lands  ;  on  which  he 
furrendered,  beiqg  bailed  by  the  earl  of  Ulftcr, 
and  twentyrfour  knights  ;   but  fearing  to  make 
his  appearance,'  the  recognizances  were  forfeited, 
and  rnany  of  the  knights  concerned   in  bailiff 
him  were  ruined  by  his  defeftjon.-r-The  carl  of 
Kildare  was  likewile  apprehended  ;  but  was  ad? 
mitted  to  bail  by  the  fuoceeding  lord  jufitce;  for 
in  April  the  nejct  .year,  this  ill  beloved,  oaagiftrafe 
dk^   to  the  great  joy  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
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and  bis  widow  was  obliged  to  ftcal  away  as  pri-. 
vately  as  poffible  for  fear  of  being  infuhed  by  the 
populace. 

Sir  Ro^er  Darcy,  Sir  John  Morris,  and  Sir 
Walter  Birmingham  fuccecdcd  each  other  after- 
wards as  lords  juftices,  the  latter  of  whom  pro- 
cured leave  for  the  accufed  earl  of  Definond  to 
go  over  and  plead  his  caufc  in  England,— --And 
this  lord  juftice  with  the  afliftance  of  the  earl  of 
Kildare,  reduced  the  O'Mores  then  in  arms  ;  the  earl 
afterwards  paffing  over  the  feas  to  fcrve  the  king 
in  his  French  wars,  in  gratitude  for  the  indul- 
gence that  was  (hewn  to  his  coufin  Defmond.— » 
And  this  year  was  fought  the  battle  of  Crcfly, 
fo  famous  in  hiftory,  which  was  won  by  Edwan} 
the  Third,  againft  the  king  of  France. 

The  lord  juftice  going  over  to  England  left  Jdin 
Archer,  prior  of  Kilnunhaim  his  lord  deputy,  in 
whofe  tin^e  the  Irifti  prince  of  Leinfter  was  murde- 
red by  his  own  followers.  The  natives  likewifc 
burned  Nenaght  on  St.  Stephen's  day  this  year. 

In  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-eight  Sir 
Walter  Birmingham  returned  again  to  his  office^ 
after  having  obtained  for  himfelf  the  barony  of 
Kenlis  in  Upper  OfTory,  and  things  were  tolerably 

Quiet    in  Ireland. To  Sir  Walter  fucccedcd 

tne  lord  Carcw,  Sir  Thomas  Rokeby,  and  occa-j 
fionally  Maurice  de  Rochford  his  deputy  ;  and  af- 
ter thefe  Maurice  Fit2  Gerald  earl  of  Defmond, 
who  notwithftanding  the  accufations  laid  againft 
him  was  reftored  to  favour,  and  thought  deferving 
of  the  high  office  of  lord  jqtticp  \yfich  Ke  fillcq 
with  equal  equity  and  moderation. 

After  him  Sir  Thomas  Rokeby  was  again  ap- 
pointed chief  magiftrate,  in  whofe  time  king  Ed- 
ward made  many  wife  regulations  relative  toth  to 
the  civil  an4  ^cclefiaftical  fta^e  of  Ireland,  autho? 
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riling  him  (with  the  advice  of  the  chancellor  and 
trciafiircr)  to  pardon  all  manner  of  crimes  and  mif* 
demeanors,  treafon  only  excepted. — ^The  next  year 
was  fought  the  battle  of  Poifters,  in  which  £d^ 
ward  prince  of  Wales  took  king  John  of  France 
prifoner,  and  conveyed  him  to  London. 

James^  earl  of  Ormond,  was  the  next  lord  juf* 
tice,  and  in  his  abfence  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  was 
appointed  deputy.— About  this  time  the  king  had 
fome  thoughts  of  fending  over  the  prince  his  fon 
into  Ireland. Next  came  Lionel  duke  of  Cla- 
rence as  lordjuftice,  bringing  with  him  an  army 
of  fifteen  hundred  men. — At  firft  this  governor 
carried  things  with  a  high  hand,  making  pro- 
clamation that  none  of  the  old  Englilh  ihould 
approach  his  camp  ^  but,  marching  againft  O'Brian 
he  was  ibon  put  to  fuch  ftraits  that  he  was  ob- 
liged to  call  in  their  afliftance  before  he  could 
fubdue  that  chieftain,  which  however  was  at  length 
by  that  means  efie&ed. 

James  Butler,  carl  of  Ormond  was"  left  lord 
deputy,  when  the  duke  of  Clarence  went  over 
to  £ngland  for  the  firft  time.— Then  the  duke 
returned,  made  but  a  fhort  ftay,  and  going  over 
again,  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Dade  to  fill  that  of- 
fice.'—And  laftly,  the  duke  returned  once  more, 
and  held  a  full  parliament  at  Kilkenny^  where 
many  bilhops  being  prefent,  denounced  excommu- 
nication againft  fuch  as  fhould  tranfgrefs  a  famous 
ftatute  then  enadted,  the  principal  heads  of  which 
were  thefe  that  follow :  *— "  That  the  Brehon  law 
was  an  evil  cuftom,  and  that  it  ihould  be  trea«» 
fon  to  ufe  it.  That  marr)'ing,  and  nurfing,  and 
goffipping  with  the  Irifh  Ihould  be  treafon.—— 
That  the  ufe  of  Iriih  name,  apparel,  or  language 
ihould  be  puniihed  with  the  lofs  of  lands  or  im« 
prifonment,  unlefs  the  party  ihould  give  fecurity 
to  conform.  That  the  Engliih  ihould  not  make 
X  3  war 
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i¥ar  upon  the  Iri(h  without  order  of  the  ftstes* 
That  the  Enghlh  fhould  not  pcraait  the  Irilh  U) 
grate  upon  their  land,  nor  prcfent  an  Infhman 
(ikeugb  at  tbst  time  both  ciarcbes  were  the  fiam  in 
tffeff)  to  an  ecclefiafticftl  benefice,  nor  receive 
them  into  monafteries  or  religious  ho^^es  y  nor  en- 
tertain any  of  their  minftrek,  rhymers^  or  news- 
telltrs^  nor  cefs  horfe  nor  foot  upoa  the  £ng- 
li(h  fufc^ft  againft  his  will,  en  pain  of  felony. 
And  that  (heriffs  might  enter  any  liberty  or  fnm- 
chife  CO  apprehend  felons  or  traitors.  And  that 
four  waniens  of  the  peace  fliould  be  appointed 
in  every  county,  .to  affe&  every  man*s  proportion 
of  the  public  charge  for  men  and  amwur/* — 

However^  we  ate  told  that  this  ftatute  little  of- 
4e£ted  the  Irifti,  living  out  of  the  pale,  who  ftill 
retained  their  own  manners  andcuftems  ;  ^But 
yet  this  flaiute  enforced  by  the  prefence  of  the 
king*s  (on  (fays  my  author)  and  the  diicipline  fae 
ufed,  very  much  reformed  the  degenerate  Engliih^ 
lb  that  the  revenues  of  Ulfter  and  Coimaught 
were  thenceforward  accounted  for  in  the  exchequer^ 
'and  the  king's  writ  ran  in  both  xhefe  provinces^ 
and  thetefore  this  ftatuoe  was  revived  in  the  xtign 
•of  Henry  the  Seventh." 

.  Gerald  Fit^  Maurice,  eari  of  Defmond,  was 
again  chief  juftice,  but  was  fuperfeded  by  Sir 
William  de  Windfor.  Having  wars  as  ufual  with 
the  natives,  the  Englifh  in  his  time  were  ove^ 
thrown  by  O'Brian  in  Limerick,  the  earl  erf  Def- 
^mond  flain,  *and  Jolin  Fitz  Nicholas,  lord  of  Fer- 
ny, lord  Thomas  Fkz  John,  and  many  others tdccn 
captives. 

•  After  this  the  lord  juftiee  marched  to  the  de- 
fence of  Munfter^  where  he  obliged  John  Mac- 
namara,  a  great  chiefiam  among  the  Iriih,  to  com 
into  tertns  of  treaty  with  him)  and  so  givebot* 
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tages  for  the  performance  of  leveral  articles  highly 
advantageous  to  the  Engliih   in  thofe  parts. 

Being  fent  for  to  England^  this  gentleman  left 
Maurice  earl  of  Kildare,  cuftos  of  Ireland,  who 
continued  to  govern  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Robert 
Afhton.  About  this  time  the  famous  caufe  of 
Sir  Richard  P)!mbridge  was  determined  •,  He  be- 
ing  warden  of  the  Cinque  Pores,  when  com- 
manded to  go  over  to  Ireland  as  lord  deputy  to 
Ireland,  refufed  to  obey  the  mandate. — And  it 
appeared  that  he  was  coui^tenanced  in  fo  doing 
by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  as  fuch  a  voyage  was 
deemed  only  an  honourable  exile,  and  no  man 
can  be  compelled  (except  for  felony  and  in  fuch 
like  cafes)  to  abjure  his  country* 

In  confequence  of  this  determination  Sir  Wil-  • 
liam  Windfor  came  again,  who  obtained  an  or- 
der.  That  all  men  poflefliing  lands  in  Ireland  fhould 
repair  thither  or  fend  fufficient  men  in  their  room^ 
in  order  to  defend  the  country  \  but  notwith- 
ftanding  this  and  feveral  other  ufeful  inftitutions, 
and  all  his  endeavours  to  fubdue  the  irifh,  he 
found  that  all  of  them  (owing  to  former  bad  po- 
licy) proved  ineffedual ;  and  therefore  he  refigned 
to  James  earl  of  Ormond.— At  this  time  the  cities 
and  boroughs  of  Ireland  fent  over  commiilioners 
to  the  king  to  advife  about  the  affairs  of  that 
country. 

.  — This  magiftrate  was  authorifed  to  difplacc 
any  officer  (thofe  made  by  patent  under  the  great 
ieal  only  excepted)  and  alio  had  power  granted 
him  to  pardon  all  offences  in  general  or  to  particu- 
lar perlons  ;  but  this  power  was  explained  not  to 
extend  to  any  prelate  or  earl  that  was  punifliable 
by  lofs  of  life,  member,  or  goods. 

At  this  time  died  at  Shene,  Edward  the  Third,   a,  d. 
one  of  the  moft  famous  princes  that  ever  filled    *^^^* 
.  the  EngFifh  throne,  in  the  fixty-fourth  year  of  his 
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i|ge,  and  of  his  reign  the  fifty-firft.  Edward* 
called;  the  Black  Prince  dying  before  his  father* 
his  only  fon,  grandfon  of  Edward  the  Thirds 
claimed  the  crown,  tinder  the  name  and  title  of 
Richard  the  Second, 

[It  is  here  to  be  noticed  that  as  the  old  inha- 
bitants of  Ireland,  during  the  reigns  of  Edward 
the  Second  and  Edward  die  Third,  had  often  en- 
treated to  be  admitted  to  the  general  prote^on 
of  the  Englifli  laws,  which  was  in  effeft  as  of- 
ten  rcfufcd  them,  fo  I  find  it  aflerted  that  they 
made  frequent  complaints  abroad,  in  France,  in 
Scotland,  and  laftly  to  the  pope  himfelf,  who  at 
that  time  bore  great  fway,  concerning  the  op- 
preflion  which  they  conceived  that  they  laboured 
under  in  this  particular.— —The  paper  drawn  up 
by  O'Neal  titular  king  of  Ulftcr  on  this  occafion, 
being  fomething  remarkable,  I  have  tranfcribed  it 
in  the  note  below  *  for  the  entertainment  of  the 

curious 


•^*'  SandiMme  in  Chrifto'pttn 
domino  Jobanni,  de  gratia,  fummo 
^ontificiy  fui  devoti  filii,  DonalduS 
t)*NeUy  rex  Ultonlae,  ac  totius  H'u 
berniz,  hereditario  jure  Vfnis  heres, 
necnon  Sc  ejufdem  teme  reguH  Sc 
magnatii  ac  populus  Hiberniacua, 
cum  fui  recommcndatione  hif- 
mtli,  dcvota  pedum  ofcula  bono- 
rum,  (beatorum.j  ^. 

Ex  mordaci  U  Yiperea  Anglorum 
detra^one,  Se  ioi<]ua  minufque 
vera  fuggcftione  contra  nos,  nof^ri 
jurifque  defenfores,  vcder  quod  ab- 
fit,  animus  aUquateniis  concitetur, 
ic  res  incognita  atque  Ti^la  ip- 
lumaccendere  debeat^  ad  Tindi£bm 
aliquam  tamquam  veritate  plena, 
de  ortu  nottro  &  (!atu,  fi  tamcn 
ftatus  dici  debeat,  ac  etiam  de  ih« 
juriii  cfudelibus,  nobis  noftrifquc, 
progenitor! bos  per  nonnullos  regis 
Angliae  ;  eonitnque  miniftrot  ini' 
quos,  Sc  barones  Anglicoc  in  Hi- 
beraia  lutof.     Inhumamter  illatii 


&  coMinaatit  adline^  in  in/ins- 
atlone  piaefentium  ingenti  cum  da- 
more  fcilicet  yeftris  aoribnt  indma- 
mus,  nt  ex  hoc  valeatis  difcendere 
Se  videre,  cujut  partis  damorem 
Veritas  comitetur.  Qjm  diligenter 
&  fuffidentcr  inftru£by  fecundam 
qut>d  rei  popofcerk  quaJitas,  jadi- 
cii  veAri  diftri^s  pai^i  cnlpam 
feriat  feu  corrigat  delinquentis.-- — 
Noverit  igitur  fan^Hfflma  patemitu 
veiha  quod  a  temp<»rCy  quo,  anti'», 
qui  patres  noftri  fcilicct  tres  iilii 
Mileltiy  alias  Micelil,  Hifpani,  cum 
triginta  navium  dafie  a  Cantrabia^ 
civiute  HifpaniCf  in  ripa  Hiberi 
fluminis  lite,  undo  denominationem 
accipimus  quam  habemus,  in  Ibcr- 
niam ;  tunc  omni  carehtem  incola, 
divinitas  dcvehemnt^  trei  mille 
quingenti  U  amplius  fluxerant  an- 
m,  $e  ct  ipfis,  fine  admixcione 
(anguinii  alieni,  totSus  HibemisB. 
ceperunt  monarchiam  regit  centum 
triginto  (ex  ofque  Logarium  rcgvmj 
I  quo 
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curious  reader^  whereby  he  may  the  better  under- 
fta&d  the  fcope  of  their  complaints,  and  judge  the 
propriety  of  them  accordingly.] 

Richard 


3^^ 


a  quo  cfD  Dooaldus  prsdi^i  in 
lincA  re&  carailcm  tmct  origknc^i, 
Jt  in  cujus  diebas  San^hii  Patricto% 
pnecipuuB  apoftolus  nofter  it  patro- 
Bttty    a  Celeitinoy  praedecefloR  Tef- 
tro,    fpiritu  fan^lo    iafpirante,     ad 
aos  dominica  incarnationis  CCCC. 
XXXV,    anno   patret  noftros  eiE- 
eacifllxne  docuh  cachoHca  fidet  ve- 
ntatexn.    Et  poft  prxdicationam  ^ 
fidri  fufctptionem.  Tub  humili  Ro- 
Biajue    ecckfic     obedieotia^    regis 
de  codem  fanguine,    fine    anterpo- 
ficione  fangttinio     alieai,     in  fide 
Chnfti  ezcellenter  adopti,   ac  cha- 
ritatis    operibai    pleni,    nullum  in 
tcmporalibas    recognofcentet    fupe- 
norem,    reges  icxaginu  unui  af^ue 
ad  miUdimam  CLXX.  annum  do- 
mini  ibidem  coptinue  regnavenint. 
£t  hi  funt  non  AngUci  ncc  alte- 
riuB  aationta  aliqui,  qui  ecclcfiam 
Hiberniflt  territ,    largis  poiTcflioni- 
boSy  ac  pliiribas  libeitatibui  excel- 
lenter   dotavenint,    licet    modernis 
tenporibui    per    Angiicos  iUis  ut 
plorimum     territ    tc    libertatibut 
danuubiliter   fit  privata.    Et  cum 
tsiDto  tempore  di^ti  reges,  conta  di- 
verfanim  regionum  tyranno*  &  reget 
conceflam  a  Deo  fibi>   hereditatem 
propriit  Ycribut  ftrenue  defendiflent 
innatem  liberta^em  Temper  teoentes 
iUtf&m    tandem    Adrianut    papa, 
praedcce^Tor  vefter  non  tantem  ori- 
fine,  qaaatttm  afte£Uona  8c  condi- 
tiene,  Anglicus,  anno  domini  M.  €• 
UCX     ad  faliam.  &  plenam   ini- 
qttieatCy  fuggeftionem  Henrici,  regit 
Anglisy  quo,  &  foftaflit  per  qnem, 
lanSus  Tliomat  Cantuanc  eodem 
anno,  pro  juftitla  fr  defenfione  ec- 
defije,  mortem  fuftinuit,  ficot  fcitua^ 
dominium  regni  noftrt.  Tub  quadam 
certa  Terborum  forma,  eidem  quem 
potius,   ob  di^ra   culpam,  proprto 
debuit  privafle  regno  defa^lo  contu- 
lit  indebite,     ordine    juris    omtilb 
•m^ino,  Attglicana  affedione,  proh ! 
dolor !     excoecanti    tanti    pontificit 
taitiMicm    ficque    privant    hoaore 
rcgio,  aoftrt  ablque  ealpay   U  6010 


ratlonabiii  caufa,  crudeliotibut  oni<* 
nium  beftiamm  dentibui  tradibic 
lacerandoi,  Et  qui  ex  nobis  do- 
lofiinim  vulpium  3e  guloforum  la- 
porum  excoriate  denies  mortiferot 
fetiociter  femivivi  evaTerent  in  do- 
lorofae  fcrvitutis  vtolenter  defcen* 
deruat  abiiTumk  Ab  iiJo  enim  tem*>- 
pore,  que  Anglici,  occafione  colia* 
tionis  prardidlar,  fub  quzdam  exte« 
riori  fan^Htatis  ac  religionis  fpede^ 
regni  noftri  fines  nequiter  intra- 
runt,  totis  viribus  omnique  perfidia^ 
quapoterant  ante,  noftram  genten 
delere  penitus  &  extirpare  radieitot 
funt  conati,  &  per  turpis  &  fraudu* 
Icntas  haftucias  in  Untum  cootra 
nos  prarraluerunt,  quod,  eje^lio  no- 
bis violenter,  fine  fiiperiorii  auto* 
rxtatt,  de  ipaciofis  babtutionibus 
noftri  hersdiute  paterna  montana, 
fylveftila,  ac  paludofa  loca  8e  inuti- 
lia  etiam  petrarum  cavemat,  profal- 
▼anda  vita  nos  petere,  Se  longo 
tempore  adinftar  beftianun  in  eif- 
dem  habitare,  coegerunt,  fed  Se  in 
talibus  locio  not  inceflanter  inquie* 
tant.  Se  quantum  pofitint,  nitun- 
tiar  8c  omnem  locum  noftrse  habi- 
tationis  fibi  indebite  ufurpare,  ac 
profunda  cociutis  infiuiia  menda- 
citer  aflferentes.  nallum  locum  ha- 
bitationis  libemrn  nobis,  in  Hi- 
berni  deberi:  fed  fibi  ipfis  diifta 
Urra  totaliter :  et  propur  hac  8b 
multa  alia  fimilia  inter  nos  8c  11- 
los  implacabil^  inlmicitiae  8t  quer- 
rae^  perpetuse  funl  exons.  Ex. 
quibus  fecuta  funt  occifiones  mutuc 
depnedationet  afiiduc^  rapinje,  con- 
tinuae.  fraiides  8e  nimis  crebrae* 
fed  proh !  dolor !  ex  defe^la  capitis 
omnia  corre^io  nobis  deficit  Sc  de- 
bita  emenda.  Ex  hoc  clerus  Hi- 
berniacus  8c  populus  multis  ide» 
annis  periclitabatur  nimis  graviter- 
8e  horrende,  non  folum  in  rebus 
cadacis  8e  corporalibus,  qoinymmo 
ex  eodem  defeare  maximum  eit 
imminet .  periculum  aninurum.  8c 
hoc  plus  folito.  Pro  firma  enlm 
veritafie  tenexnas.  quod  occafione  pna- 
dia« 
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mickaxd  n.     Richard  the  Second  was  crowned  at  Wcfttnin- 
fter,  on  the  fixcecnth  of  July,  in  the  year  thirteen 

hundred 


flli£t«  ruggeftipiiii  falfsy  &  doAt- 
tioni'i  inde  fecutt,  ploi  ^am  quiii« 
^ua  ginta  miUia  boroiAum  a  tempore, 
^uo  fraAa  eft,  ufqoe  in  pntiens,  de 
mraque  natioiie  preter  confomptit 
iMtie,  et  afBi£Hone  et  carcere  de 
f  Udto  ctddenint.  Hcc  pauca  de  ge- 
neral! progenitonim  noftroram  ori- 
gine,  ft  mirerabili  in  quo  Romanva 
pondfex  ftata  nos  pofuit,  fufficient 
tfta  vice,  Sdatls,  pater  (an^ffime, 
^ood  Henricuty  rex  Anglie,  eoi  Hi- 
liemitim  ingrodi  modo,  quod  prsdi- 
citor,  fbit  indnltum,  necnon  it 
quatuor  reges  fucceHbrct  dufdem 
metat  con^j9ionis  fibi  fra^at  per 
^«llam  papalem,  ftib  tertis  articu- 
fit  ex  ipfa  haWx  feric  eridenter  ap- 
paiet,  iUnpIidter  funt  trangrefii. 
rronii/tc  entm  di^hii  Hcnricuty 
fTOut  in  di£U  bulla  continetnr,  quod 
occleiis  Hibemica  rcrmina  ditalaret 
tjufdcm  jora  iHibata  &  Integra 
coAfervarety  &  populum  Icgibus  fob- 
dcrct  ac  botti  moribufl  informaret, 
irirtQtei  inlcreret  Se  phntarfa  Tict- 
Arum  ettirpareti  &  de  finguHi  do- 
mibus  uniot  denarii  annuatitn  beato 
Petro  A{>oAolo  folveret  penfionera. 
Hanc  fi  quidem  promifiionein  tarn 
ipfe  quam  praedi^i  fui  fuccetrores, 
corumque  mini  (In  inlqut,  &  Aib- 
doH  Anflicij  de  Hibcrnia  in  nullo 
tenentes  &  a  conceffionit  forma  pe- 
Attus  recedcntei,  fhidiofe  Jlr  ex  in- 
teatione  homm  omnixim  praemiflb- 
rum  oppoTita  opere  complcverunt. 
Nam  ecclcAie  termim  in  tantum 
per  ipfos  funt  refiridiy  iincopatt, 
4c  deti-uncatiy  quod  nonnulUe  cathe- 
diAlcs  ccckii«e  mediatae  terrum  t: 
poiieflkmum  fooram  vtolenter  funt 
l^liate  omni,  fere  ecckftafttca  li- 
bcrtate  per  eofdem  omnino  foluta. 
Per  miniftroa  eoim  regU  AagUs  in 
Hibemia  ciuntvr,  arreftantur  in- 
differenter  epifcopi  ft  praelati,  ft 
cum  hujofmodi  crebras  ft  fiafcs  pa« 
ttAAtcr  tnjariasy  taoto  fenriU  timore 
ftant  opprefliy  quod  eas  fan^Utati 
veArae  nuUatenus  audent  intinarc  ; 
*  AAS  fiieit  wiufQQi  ia  hac  parti* 


Item  poptflaio  IfibermcDiir»  qvea 
bonis  mocibas  iafoaaafe  ac  legibus 
fobdere  ex  oondi^  promifennty 
taliter  informant,  qood  UniBtA  ft 
cohtmbina  ejua  fimpKcStat,  ex  co« 
habitatione  ft  excmpio  reprobo,tA 
Itrpentinam  cal>idateai  mirabiliier 
aft  mutata,  legibufl  etixm  feriptiiy 
qnibus,  ut  plurlmum,  priuteegeba* 
tur,  omAiquc  alia,  ntfi  a  qua  ctdfi 
Hon  potent,  lege  priYaruot,  quo 
gentis  noftrae  extitminatione  Icgtf 
peBinat  ftatveotei^  jiiama  reprobn 
ft  iniquas,  quamm  aliquae,  exem- 
pli caofa,  bic  fiAC  lAicrtae.  Ia 
curia  emm  regis  AngHae  ia  Hiber« 
Aia  iftae  legct  invioUbttcr  obfer- 
rantur,  vie.  C^od  Acmii  boouoi, 
Aon  Hibemico,  liocT,  foper  qua- 
cumque  iodifiirrenter  a£tione,  con- 
venire  Hibenricom  qucnDeacAnqury 
lied  Hibernicut  quiiibety  6ift  deii- 
ctas  fit  five  laicut,  f<^  pnebtif 
exceptifl,"  ab  omni  repolkur  acdone 
CO  ipfo.  Item  ficut  pleniroqnc  no* 
bilem  ft  lAnocenlem,  Ato  regnb- 
rem  five  occolanm,  ctiamfi  pneb* 
t«t  Hibcrmcut  iAtcffii^his  Ibcrit^ 
AoUa  corredio  Yel  emeadA  fit  in 
di£bi  Ittria  de  tali  nefarie^  •cd' 
fores.  Quinymmo  quanto  ineKor  eft 
oecifus,-  ft  majorem  inter  foosob- 
tinet  locum  $  tanto  plus  ocdckiat 
bonoratur,  ft  prcmiator  ab  Aa- 
gHcioB  ft  maxime,  ab  illat,  qaibvt 
fiadoribus  juftam  corredioaeai  fit* 
cere  ft  dcbltam  emeadam.  Iteo, 
omnia  moUcr  Hibeiaica,  five  Bobt« 
lis  five  alia,  quae  nubit  Anglico 
cuicumque,  poft  deceiTum  laariti, 
tertia  parte  terraram  ac  pofifefio« 
num  viri  fui,  eo  iplb,  quod  Hi- 
bemica eft,  omnino  peivamr.  baai 
AngHci,  ubi  potfnAt  HiberoscAdi 
violenter  opprimerc  n«Uo  ntodoper* 
mittunt,  quod  in  nlttsuf  vohiiiia* 
tibus  Hiberoici  dt  fuis  rebus,  dtf* 
ponat  aut  tefiamentum  condat  quo* 
quo  modo  immo  omniA  boAa  tpibi- 
rum  appropriaot  fibt  tpfis,  piiTiAte* 
acclefiam  juae  fun  ft  CABguiaeat 
ab  anciqao  Isbvuai  MieaDamau 
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hundred  and  (evei^ty-ievch,    he  being   then    no 
more  than  eleven  years  old,  the  care  of  the  king 
and  of  the  realm  was   committed  to  his  uncles 
the  duke  of  Lancafter   and   the  earl  of   Cam- 
bridge, the  former  of  whom  had  in  his  hands  al- 
mod  all  the  power  of  the  kingdom. 
-    James  earl  of  Ormond  was  (till  continued  in 
the  government^  who  did  all  in  his  power  to  efta- 
blifli  the  peace  of  the  country  for  the  fhort  time 
that  he  Remained  in  office.    He  was  fucceeded  by 
Alexander  Bailfcott^  and  after  him  John  de  Brom- 
wick  Was   made  lord  jufticc. — And  the  earl   of 
•Warwick  being  made  fole  protestor  of  the  realm 
of  England,  an  aft  of  Ordinance  againft  ablentees 
'was  made  by  the  advice  of  the  lords  and  nobles 
of  England,  aflembled  in  parliament. — ^By  this  aft 
it  was  ordained.  That  all  who,  had  lands,  rents^ 
or  offices  in  Ireland,  fhould  return  thither,   but 
if  they  had  reafohable  caufc  to  abfent  themfelves^ 
chat  dien  they  Ibould  fend  fiifficient  deputies  to 
defend  their  caftles  and  eftaies,  or  contribute  two 
•thirds  of  the  yearly  value  towards  the  defence  of 
fhem  I  but  that  ftudents  and  thoie  %in  the  king's 
'fcrvke,  and  thofe  abfent  for  reafonable  caufes  by 

licence 


315 


fitate    propria    Tioknter  femleni. 
Item  per  cocnmune  coofilhun  tftiui 

'resit  AngUft   necnon  U   perquof- 

'^dtm  •pUbopos  An^icM,  inter  qubt 
principaUt  extitit  vir  parvc  pru- 
dcBtia  ft  nulKas  fcientia  arcnte- 
^copot  Ardmanacas,  qtx)ddsin  ini- 
«oain  ftatutum  In  civitate  famfti 
iCetimci  tn  Hibemk  ntiper^  Mt 
ladttfn  f«b  hac  informi  formi|. 
Concordatmn  eft  qood  inhabeatur 
omntbttt  retigiofia,  qui  mancnt  in 
tefta  pacic  inter  Anglicot,  quod 
non   reeiptant  in    ordine  fao,   nee 

*  ariigioae  iua,  nUi  illos  qui  fnnt  de 
jiationc  Xnglorum  5  Sc,  fi  aliter  fa-  ^ 
cetihty  dominut  rex  capiet  ad   eos, 
tamqoam  ad  illoi,  qui  Aint  praecepti 
iui  coatcmpores^  U  eorum  foadau* 


tores  ie  advocatki  capient  ad  eot»  &- 
cut  ad  iUMy  qui  Aint  inobedientea 
Sc  adirocsti  &  contriantes  ift^  ordi- 
natiofUy  h£tm  commune  pef  «oii- 
fititnn  totius  tenrae  Hibemis  inter 
Anglicos.  £t  antequam  hoc  fta- 
tvtum  fiiftnm  foifl'et,  Sc  poft  in* 
tes  prcrdicatorefy  minores,  monar- 
cht  canoniciy  ccterique  Anglici  r»- 
ligtofiipfum  obiervabant  fatii  ftriOs* 
perfonarum  maxime  acceptorea^  mo* 
nacbomm  taincn  Sc  canonicorum 
monafteria^  in  quibut  modemo  tem- 
pore Hibernici  rcfutantur  per  ipibf 
ot  coaununlter,  fuefunt  fundata* 
Item  ubi  virtutes  inferere,  zc  plan- 
taria  Yitiorum  debuerant  extirpare, 
Yitiis  infufis  ^  ipfot  infertif^  Tir> 
tutci  radicitus  amputanint. 
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licence  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  (hoQld 
be  cxcufed  for  one  third  of  the  yearly  profit  of 
their  cftates. 

Many  petitions  from  Ireland  were  at  this  time 
taktn  into  c^onfideration  by  the  Englifh  parliament, 
and  Sir  Nicholas  D^worth  was  fent  over  to  fur- 
vey  the  poflefiions  of  the  crown^   to  call  to  ac- 
count the  affairs  of  the  Englifh  revenue^  and  for 
other  fuch  purpofes. 
^'g^*        ^^   J^^^   ^^  Bromwicik  fucceeded  Mortimer, 
'^  ''    earl  of  March  and  Ulfter. — ^Before  his  arrival  the 
French  and  Spanish  gallies  which  had  done  much 
mifchief  on  the  Irifh  coafts  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire into  the  harbour  of  Kinfale,  where  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Englifh  and   Irifh,  loft  fome  of 
their  chief  captains,  together  with  four  hundred 
men,  and  all  the  Englifh  prizes  which  they  had 
taken  which  amounted  to  twenty-one  in  number. 
After  Edmund  earl  of  March,    John  Cotton, 
dean  of  St.  Patrick's  and  afterwards  archbifhop  of 
Ardmagh,   was  conflituted  lord  juflice;    but  he 
did  not  long  manage  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom. 
Philip  de  Courtenay  was  next  fent  over  lord  lieu- 
tenant, with  a  patent  to   hold  that  office  for  the 
fpace.of  ten  years,  but  behaving  himfelf  very  ill 
in  his  adminiflration,  was  fuperfcded,  arrefled  and 
punifhed   for    many    mifdemeanors    laid    to  his 
charge. 

Previous  to  this,  Richard,  then  but  a  minor, 
had  met  with  many  troubles  in  England.—— 
The  tenants  v/ho  held  their  land  by  villenage, 
and  maay  others  of  the  lower  clafs  had  long  b^ 
inclined  to  mutiny  and  rebellion  9  and  the  more 
diligent  the  parliament  was  in  reprefling  them, 
the  more  eager  were  they  in  proceeding  to  riot 
for  what  they  were  pleafed  to  term  their  rights. 
At  length  they  took   an  occafion  to  break  out 

into 
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into  open  rebellion,  from  fome  indecent  ufage 
which  a  tax-gatherer  gave  to  the  daughter  of  a 
peafant  named  Wat  Tyler,  who,  though  he  inftant- 
ly  murdered  the  officer  on  the  fpot,  thought  his 
revenge  would  not  be  complete  unlefs  he  could 
entirely  ovferturn  the  conftitution.  Accordingly 
he  raifed  a  great  body  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, and  joining  fome  other  malecontents  in  Ef- 
.fcx,  marched  towards  the  capital,  gathering  toge- 
ther as  he  went  all  the  profligate  and  abandoned 
perfons  be  could  find,  till  they  had  increafed 
their  number  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 

fand. Then  halting  on  Blackheath  they  fum- 

xnoned  their  fovereign  to  a  conference  j  but  when 
he  condefcended  fo  far  as  to  go  forth  to  meet 
them,  the  traitors  endeavoured  to  intercept  his  re- 
turn ;  and  his  majefty  was  but  juft  time  enough 
aware  of  their  defign  to  fave  himfelf  by  a  preci- 
pitate retreat  to  the  tower  of  London. — The  men 
of  Eilex  who  were  condufted  by  a  commander 
called  Jack  Straw  were  afterwards  appeafed  by 
the  grant  of  fome  extravagant  charters  -,  and  the 
king  being  willing  to  complete  the  pacification  he 
had  begun,  fent  to  Wat  Tyler,  who  ftill  ftood  in 
arms  with  his  men,  to  offer  him  the  fame  charters 
that  had  juft  before  been  granted  to  his  fellow  re- 
bels ;  but  this  demagogvic  was  fo  infolent  and  fo 
ignorant  that  three  different  ones  being  fent  him, 
were  all  returned  with  his  difapprobation.  Ne- 
verthclefs,  as  in  his  great  wifdom,  he  was  pleafed  to 
fay^  That  he  would  confent  to  a  peace  if  he  liked 
the  -form  of  it,  Richard  invited  him  to  a  confer- 
rence  in  Smithfield,  where  being  arrived  the  rebel 
treated  him  with  the  greateft  difrefpedl,  and  at 
the  fame  time  was  fo  far  from  drawing  to  a  con- 
clufion,  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  that 
Ji^  ajppe^d  to  much  confufed  as  not  to  attend  to 
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what  was  laid  to  him,   medicating  nothing   kft 
than  the  niurder  of  his  fovercign,  againft  whom 
he  often  lifted  up  his  dagger,  and  was  about  to 
plunge  it  in  his  breaft,  when  Sir  William  Went- 
worth,  mayor  of  London,  fuddenly  ftruck  him 
with  his  mace  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  ftun? 
ned  with  the  blow;   immediately  on  which  one 
Fhilpot  ran  him  through  the  body,   and  he  fell 
down  dead  on  the  fpot.— His  affociates,  obferving 
what  had  paffed,  prepared  to  revenge  the  death  of 
their  captain;   but  Richard,  though  not  lizteea 
years  of  age,  had  the  prefencc  of  mind,  inftead  of 
retreating,  to  ride  up  to  them,  telling  th(;m  he  was 
their  captain,  and  commanding  them  to  follow  him, 
promifed  that  he  would  grant  all  their  reaibnable 
delires.     Doubly  confounded  at  the  \ok  of  their 
chief,  and  the  extraordinary  courage  of  their  kin^ 
this  enormous  multitude  attended  on  the  latter^ 
as  it  were  by  a  mechanical  impulfe,  till  on  their 
march  they  were  met  by  Sir  Robert  Knowles, 
and  a  large  body   of  cidzens  and  others,  that 
had    been  levied    againft    them.     At   this,  fight 
they   immediately   threw    down    their    arms  and 
fubmitted,  receiving  from  the  king's  hands  a  ge^ 
neral   pardon,    and  the   fame   charter   that   had 
ieen  granted  to  the  men  of  Fflbc.  —  But  thefc 
charters  were  afterwards  revoked  on  account  of 
new  infurrcftions,  and  the  confederacy  being  bro- 
ken, peace  was  again   reftored  to  the  kingdom, 
— ^Neverthelefs  the  ground-work  of  thofc  trou^ 
hies  had  been  laid  which  fhook  the  conftituuoQ 
to  its   baGs,  and  in  a  future  period  overfet  thp 
royal  power  of  Richard,   which  though  he  had 
fo   gallantly  aflerted  at   the  age  of  fixteen,.  he 
was  pulillanimous  enough  to  abdicate  at  the  ag^ 
of  thu-ty-five,  as  will  be  fccn  in  the  fcquel  of  the 
hiftory. 
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But,  to  return  to  the  Irilh  affairs. — The  kin^, 
though  troubled  with  doubts  and  fufpicions  of  his 
English  fubjefts,  (amongft  which  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cailer  his  uncle  was  included)  on  the  one  hand, 
and  vexed  by  the  depredations  committed  by  the 
Scots  on  the  other,  paid  fo  much  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  that  he  appointed  Robert 
dc  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  to  govern  them,  who  had 
become  a  great  favourice,  and  confequently  was  fo 
difagreeable  to  the  parliament,  that  they  even 
granted  him  a  lar^  debt  due  from  the  French  mo- 
narch, on  condition  of  his  departure.— But  not* 
withftanding  all  this,  and  though  Vere  was  to  be 
fumiflied  with  a  confiderable  retinue  to  attend  him 
in  his  expedition,  in  order  to  recover  the  lands 
which  the  king  had  given  him  in  Ireland,  yet 
he  never  went  over  thither,  becaufe  he  could  "" 
not  be  perfuaded  to  part  from  that  prince  who  had 
come  with  him  as  far  as  Wales.  In  confequence  of 
which,'  Sir  John  Stanley  was  made  lord  deputy  i 
though  Vere  was  afterwards  made  marquis  of  Dub^ 
lin  and  duke  of  Ireland. 

In  Sir  John  Stanley's  time,  Roger  Mortimer, 
earl  of  March,  was  proclaimed  heir  apparent  to 
the  crown ;  foon  after  Sir  John  was  recalled,  during 
whofe  abfence  Alexander  de  Ralfcot,  bilhop  of 
Meath,  was  appointed.  After  his  return,  O'Neal 
and  his  fons  made  a  fubmiffion  in  writing,  and 
gave  hoftages  for  their  allegiance. 

When  at  laft  the  parliament  became  fo  outr^- 
ous  againft  Vere,  on  account  of  the  regard  his 
mafter  (hewed  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fly, 
James  earl  of  Ormond  was  made  lord  juftice,  who 
flew  fix  hundred  of  the  Mac  Mahons  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny.  The  abfentees  were  now  ordered  . 
home,  and  fomc  recruits  fent ;  and  the  duke  of 
Gloucefter  was  to  be  nominated  lord  lieutenant  of 
Jrcland,  but  the  king  rcfolving  to  go  thither  in 
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perfon,  altered  his  mind  afterwards,   and  forbade 
his  voyage. 

Having  fent  Sir  Thomas  Scroop  before  hkn,  the 
king  embarked  with  all  convenient  expedition,  and 
landed  with,  a  great  army  at  Waterford  \  but  find- 
ing that  there  was  a  chance  of  eftablifhing  peace 
without  the  ufe  of  the  fword,  and  that  the  Irilh  had 
fome  caufes  of  grievance,  he  entered  into  negotiation 
with  them,  taking  their  fubmiffion,  and  obliging 
them  to  renew  their  oaths  of  allegiance. — Among 
the  reft,   Mowbray,  earl  of  Nottingham,  receivuig 
a  fpecial  commiffion  to  take  the  homage  of  the 
Irifh  inhabitants  of  Leinfter,  Donald  O'Nolan  and 
many  others    made   their    fubmiffion    near  CaN 
low,  laying  a(ide  their  caps,  girdles,  and  fkeins, 
and  kneeling  down  in  the  field  (as  we  are  told)  be- 
fore the  carl.    And  at  this  time  alfo  they  bound 
themfelves  and  their  defendants  to  ferve  the  king 
in  his  wars,  and  give  up  to  him  all  their  landed 
pofleffions  in  Leinfter,  in  return  for  which  the  earl 
promifed  them  penfions  in  his  mafter*s  name,  and 
alfo  ail  the  eftates  they  fhould  be  able  to  recover 
from  the  revolters  ;   a  piece  of  deep  pohcy,  which, 
by  fetting  the  natives  at  variance  with  each  other, 
and  making  it  appear  their  intereft  to  continue 
fo,\  was  the  ready  way,  if  it  took  effirft,  to  anfwer 
the  end  of  the  Englilh,  whilft  it  fayed  their  blood 
and  treafure.  —  After  this  the  king  removed  to 
Drogheda,  where  he  received  the  oaths  of  O'Neal, 
prince  of  Ulfter,  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  thole 
with  which  the  earl  of  Nottingham  had  received 
thofe  of  0*Nolan  before-mentioned. 

Thefe,  and  manv  other  fubmiffions  of  the  fame 
kind,  the  king  ordered  to  be  enrolled,  and  then 
wrote  to  his  uncle  the  duke  of  York  to  infonn  him 
of  what  he  had  done,  intimating  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  infurredions  of  the  Irifti  did  not  feem  al- 
ways to  have  been  always  without  caufe.-^He  added. 
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that  he  had  granted  them  a  truce  till  Eafter,  and 
defigned  to  give  them  a  general  pardon  *,  at  the 
iame  time  he  paid  the  duke  the  compliment  of  aikr- 
ing  his  advice  in  a  matter,  concerning  which  he 
feemed  already  to  have  formed  his  refolution. 

The  anfwer  was  fuch  as  might  have  been  CK- 
pedlcd  5  namely.  That  notwithftanding  any  coun- 
fcl  that  might  formerly  have  been  given  upon  this 
occafion,  his  majefty  being  prefent  on  the  fpot  was 
certainly  the  bcft  judge  of  what  was  fit  to.be  done; 
they  added.  The  council  faw  nothing  amifs  in 
the  fcheme,  provided  the  rebels  paid  fome  con- 
liderable  fines  in  money,  towards  defraying  the 
cxpences  of  his  majcfty's  voyage,  and  took  out 
their  refpeAive  pardons  within  a  limited  time; 
nay,  fome  of  Richard's  chief  fubjefts  afterwards 
went  fo  ,far  as  to  congratulate  him  on  the  paci- 
fication that  he  had  concluded  in  Ireland  ;  though, 
in  the  decline  of  this  prince's  fortune,  many  of 
thefe  faithlefs  men  made  feveral.  complaints  con« 
cerning '  this  expedition,  from  which  he  now  re- 
turned well  enough  pleafed  to  have'  fettled  mat- 
ters by  the  pen  rather  than  the  fword,  and  to 
have  eltablifhed  many  regulations  both  in  the  ci- 
vil and  military  ftate  of  the  country.  Before 
the  king  left  Ireland,  he  knighted  feveral  great 
men,  and,  among  the  reft,  four  Irifli  kings,-— of 
which  matter  I  Ihall  prefent  the  curious  reader 
with  the  following  account: 

"  Four  kings  of  feveral  provinces  of  Ireland 
that  fubmitted  themfelves  to  Richard  the  Second 
were  put  under  the  care  of  Henry  Caftile,  an 
Hnglim  gentleman  that  fpoke  Irifh  well,  in  order 
to  prepare  them  for  knighthood.  By  the  king's 
command,  he  informed  them  of  the  Englifh 
manners,  in  regard  to  diet  apparel,  and  the 
like;  and  then  alked  them.  Whether  they  were 
willing  to  take  the  order  which  the  king  of  Eng- 
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land  would  give  them,  according  to  the  cuftoms 
of  England,  France,  and  other  countries.  They 
anfwered  at  firft,  that  they  were  knights  already, 
and  the  order  they  had  taken  was  enough  for 
them,  and  that  they  were  made  knights  in  Ire- 
land when  they  were  fcvcn  years  old,  and  that 
every  king  made  his  fon  a  knight,  and  that  if 
the  father  be  dead,  the  next  king  does  it ;  and 
the  manner  of  it  was  thus :  t-  The  new  kni^hr, 
at  his  making,  ran  with  flender  lances  againft 
a  (hield,  fet  upon  a  ftake  in  a  meadow;  and 
the  more  lances  he  broke,  the  more  honour  con^ 
tinued  with  his  dignity.  But  Henry  Caftile  told 
them  they  (hould  receive  a  knighthood  with  more 
4late  in  the  church,  and  afterwards  being  per- 
fuaded  and  inftruded  by  the  earl  of  Ormond  and 
others,  they  received  knighthood  at  Chrift-Church, 
•Dublin,  after  having  performed  their  vigils  in  the 
fame  church,  and  heard  mafi.— There  were  othcn 
alfo  knighted  with  them*;  but  the  four  kings,  in 
robes  fuitable  to  their  ftate,  fat  that  day  at  the 
fame  table  with  the  king. 

Richard,  having  fettled  all  things  to  his  mind  for 
the  prcfent,  returned  to  England,-  and  Roger  Mor- 
timer was  fworn  lord  lieutenant,  who  entered  on 
a  peaceable  government.  Nevertheleis,  the  king 
being  departed,  many  of  the  Irifli  entered  ^ain 
into  a  ftate  of  war  with  the  Engliih,  which  was 
attended  with  confiderable  lois  on  bodi  fides ;  the 
lord  lieutenant  himfelf  being  killed  by  the  O'Brlans, 
on  which  Roger  Gray  was  appointed  to  his  office  as 
locum  tenensr^  till  he  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas 
Holland,  duke  of  Surry,  who  at  length  gave  place 
to  the  kin^  himfelf;  for  that  prince  being  deurous 
of  revenging  his  coufin's  death,  fet  fail  from 
England,  and  landed  at  Waterford  with  a  confidcr* 
able  army,  \n  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
jiine,  from  whence  he  marched  to  Dublin,  without 
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meedng  ^th  any  other  obftacle  than  fuch  as  arofc 
from  p^ng  through  a  waftc  and  dcfert  country, 
^herc  his  troops  were  much  diftrefled  for  the  want 
of  provifions.  His  arrival  imparting  new  fpirit 
to  the  Engliih,  they  attacked  the  enemy  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  gave  them  feveral  checks ;  the 
confcquence  of  which  was,  that  Richard  received 
the  mbmUfion  of  fome  of  the  Irifh  lords  at 
Dublin,  and  flood  a  chance  again  for  putting 
things  into  a  better  pofture  in  that  country,  when 
he  received  news  of^  a  great  rebellion  ratfed  againft 
him  in  England,  which  required  his  immediate 
xleparture. 

The  king,  before  he  failed  for  Ireland,  having 
ieized  the  eftate  of  his  deceafed  uncle  John  of 
Gaunt,  whofe  fon  he  had  bani(hed,  the  latter 
being  informed  of  hb  fovereign's  expedition,  no 
iboncr  heard  of  his  proceeding  upon  it,  than  after 
hscving  prepared  all  things  in  England  fo  as  to 
favour  his  fcheme,  he  embarked  from  Brittany 
with  three  fmall  fhips,  from  whence,  after  cruiling 
for  fome  time  along  the  Englifh  coafts,  he  landed  * 
at  Ravcnfprug  in  Yoi'klhire,  where,  pretending 
that  he  only  came  to  recover  the  eftate  which 
was  his  in  right  of  his  father,  (though  indeed 
be  had  a  much  higher  aim)  he  won  over  to 
his  caufe  the  lords  Rofs,  Willoughby,  and  others. 
—The  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  his  fon  Henry 
Piercy,  furnamed  Hotfpur,  inveigled  by  his  fair 
words,  joined  him  next,  as  did  the  earl  of  Weft- 
moreland,  with  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  their  tenants 
and  valTals  as  foon  made  up  no  inconfiderable 
army. 

-  When  the  duke  of  York  heard  of  this  infurreftion 
.  he  ient  fummonfes  to  the  lord  chancellor  Scrope, 
Sir  John  Buftiy,  Sir  Henry  Green,  Sir  William  Ba- 
got,  the  earl  of  Wiltfhire,  and  others,  to  meet  him 
in  council  at  London,  to  confuk  what  was  to  be 
y  2  done 
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done  to  defend  the  kingdom  from  the  attempts  of 
fo  formidable  an  enemy  as  Henry  of  Lancafter, 
who  was  the  very  idol  of  the  people.  But  un- 
fortunately Bu(hy,  Baeot,  and  Green  being  much 
diflikcd  by  the  rtft  of  the  nobles,  as  well  as  by 
the  people,  the  military  men  afTcmbled  by  York, 
refuled  to  bear  arms  againft  Lancafter,  who  meet- 
ing with  nooppofuion  entered  Loncjon  intrilimpht 
after  which,  hearing  that  his  uncle  had  broken  his 
ilaff  of  office  and  was  retired  to  Berkeley  caftle, 
he  followed  him,  and  by  his  hypocritical  arts  ia- 
veigled  him  over  to  his  party,  and  was  aAually 
joined,  through  his  means,  by  thofe  very  forces 
which  were  levied  againft  him.  After  this.  Hen- 
ry  befieged  and  took  Briflol  caftle,  where  he 
butchered  the  earl  of  Wiltfbire,  Sir  John  Bulhy, 
and  Sir  Henry  Qreen,  under  pretence  of  obliging 
the  people,  while  Sir  William  Bagot  efcaping  to 
(^hefter,  waited  for  the  king's  arrival  to  inform 
him  of  thefe  mifadventu^es. 

Whatever  hafte  Richard  might  fuppofe  he  made 
to  England,  it  is  certain  he  loitered  in  Ireland  too 
long  Tor  his  own  intereft  ;  for  thoi^h  the  earl  of 
Salifbury  whom  he  fent  over  to  colled  an  army 
for  him  in  Wales  had  drawn  together  forty  thou- 
fand  men,  yet  when  this  unhappy  prince  arrived, 
the  firft  information  he  received  was  that  of  their 
difperfion.  Tired  of  waiting  for  him  beyond  the 
time  appointed  for  his  return,  they  could  no  lon- 
ger be  kept  together  by  all  the  art  or  perfuafion 
of  Salilbury,  but  withdrew  every  one  to  his  own 
home.— The  king  therefore,  finding  himfelf  thus 
abandoned,  and  hearing  of  the  great  progre&  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  defertion  of  his  uncle,  be- 
gan to  lofe  all  hope,  and  even  the  neceflary  pre- 
Jence  of  mind  which  alone  could  prcfervc  either 
his  honour  or  his  life  in  fuch  an  exigency. — He 
could  neither  be  perfuaded  to  levy  frelh  troops. 
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and  give  his  rebellious  coufin  battle,  nor  to  quit 
the  country  and  feck  for  fafety  and  afllftance  in 
oiher  places :  on  the  contrary  he  deferted  thofe 
forces  that  ftill  endeavouried  to  fupport  him,  and 
privately  withdrew  himfelf  with  a  few  followers  to 
the  caftle  of  Conway,  from  whence  he  fent  his 
brother  the    duke  of  Exeter,    together  with   the 

duke  of  Surry,  to  treat  with  Lancaften But. 

both  thcfe  noblemen  were  made  prifoncrs.— — 
Afterwards  the  king  was  amufed  with  fair  pro- 
mifes,  till  he  was*  furprifed  by  the  duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and,  in  the,  end  brought  prifoner  to 
London,  where  many  articles  of  accufation  were 
exhibited  againft  fhim,  and  then  he  was  com- 
pelled to  refign  the  crown  which  was  placed  on 
the  head  of  his  artful  and  treacherous  coufin. — 
And  Richard  was  moved  firft  to  the  tower  of 
London,  and  afterwards  from  one  fortrcfs  to  ano- 
ther till  at  length  he  was  ftarved  to  death  in 
Pontefraft  caftle^  by  the  command  of  the  inhuman 
wfurper. 

Henry  of  Lancafter  rifing  upon  the  ruins  ofj^^^^vi. 
Richard's  power,  was  crowned  on  the  thirteenth 
of  Oftober,  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  and  when  he  fucceeded  to  the  crown,  he 
made  Sir  John  Stanley  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, who,  being  called  into  England,  left  his  bro- 
ther Sir  William  his  deputy ;  he  furrendered  his 
office  to  Stephen  Scroop,  a  perfon  chofen  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  Thomas  duke  of  Lancafter,  who 
was  inverted  with  the  dignity  of  high  fteward  of 
England. — He  had  fome  fuccefsful  engagements 
with  the  Irilh  \n  which  many  of  the  latter  were 
flain,  and  many  more  made  prilbners,  and  the 
O'Birnes  and  others  furrendered  their  caftles  to 
him,  and  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  -  promifed 
to  be  good  fubjeds  for  the  future.  He  likewife 
panifliai  certain  enormities  committed  by  the  Eng- 
Y  3  lifh. 
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lUh,  and  feems  to  have  ruled  the  countiy  witk^ 
a  high  hand  •,  but  returning  to  England,  he  kft 
Sir  Stephen  Scroop  his  deputy,  and  he  refigned 
to  Sir  James  Omv^nd,  who  was  appointed  lord 
juitice,  and  held  a  parliament,  at  which  the  fta-^ 
tutes  of  Kilkenny  were  confirmed.  Some  fucceT- 
ks  againft  the  Scots,  who  carried  on  a  fort  of 
piratical  war,  and  fome  depredations  committed 
upon  the  Welch,  mark  the  period  of  his  admi- 
niftration.  He  died  at  Gauran,  and  was  fuccecd- 
e4  by  Gerald  earl  of  Kildare,  who  likewtfe  had 
the  good  fortune  to  vanquifh  the  Irilh  in  feveral 
renncoiuiters,  and  is  faid  with  the  afliftance  of 
twenty  EnglUhmen,  to  have  defeated  two  hundred 
of  them. 
A*^.  Sir  Stephen  Scroop  was  next  made  lord  de- 
puty, who  held  a  parliament  at  Dublin  in  Janu- 
ary, which  was  not  finifhed  till  the  fucceeding 
Lent,  at  Trim.  After  this  he  had  fome  fuccefles 
in  the  territory  of  Mac  Morrough,  and  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. — This  lord  lieutenant  was  recalled  in 
June,  and  James  earl  of  Ormond  was  made  lord 
juftice,  who  held  a  parliament  at  Dublin,  which 
confirmed  the  ftatutes  of  Kilkenny  and  Dublin. 

To  this  gentleman  fucceeded  Thomas  earl  of 
Lancafter,  who  when  he  undertook  the  office  in« 
iifted  on  the  following  terms : 

Firft,  To  hold  the  place  for  fcven  years. 

Secondly,  To  have  five  hundred  men  at  arms, 
and  a  thoufand  archers  for  tliree  years. 

Thirdly,  To  have  a  year's  pay  in  hand,  and  af- 
terwards to  be  paid  every  half-year. 

Fourthly,  To  have  a  thoufand  marks  per  m- 
mm  for  himfelf,  and  to  be  paid  his  charges  to  knd 
from  England. 

Fifthly,  That  there  ibould  be  a  certain  fund  ap- 
pointed for  the  pay. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly,  That  he  might  have  a  family  or  two 
at  the  lung's  charge  out  of  every  pariih  in  Eng- 
land, to  inlubit  Ireland. 

Seventhly,  TJiat  he  might  have  the  power  of 
granting  benefices,  as  well  as  that  of  making  a 
deputy. 

Eifththly,  That  the  demefnc  of  the  crown  might 
be  reuimed,  and  the  afts  of  abfentees  executed.     . 

This  lord  lieutenant,  almoft  immediately  upon , 
his  arrival,  ordered  the  earl  of  Kildare,  ^d  three 
perfons  of  his  family  to  be  arretted,  and  per-' 
mitted  the  earl's  goods  to  be  ipoiled,  keeping  him- 
fclf  in  prifon  till  he  had  extorted  three  hundred . 
roarks  trom  him,— In  the  fpring  having  occafion 
to  go  to  England^  he  left  Thomas  Butler,  prior 
of  Kilmanhaim  his  deputy.  Mac  Gillniore,  a  fa- 
mous Irifli  robber,  being  routed  during  this,  ad- 
miniftration  by  the  Savages,  flew  for  fatety  to  the 
church  of  the  friars  minors  at  Carrickfergus  ; 
but  having  formerly  defaced  that  church,  it  could 
now  yield  him  no  Ihelter  :  he  had  taken  the  iron 
bars  away  from  the  windows,  among  other  things, 
and  that  very  circumftance  proved  his  deftru6tion, 
for  his  purfuers  entering  that  way  flew  him;  and. 
this  death  he  every  way  defervsd  at  the  hands  of 
that  family  ;  for  when  he  had  taken  one  of  them 
prifoner,  agreeing  upon  a  ranfom  of  two  thoufand 
marks,  he  promifed  to  fet  him  at  liberty  if  his 
brother  would  become  hoftage;  but  when  he  had 
found  means  to  get  both  of  them  into  his  power 
and  befijes  received  the  ranfom,  he  murdered  them 
without  remorfe,    and  was  now  overtaken  by  a 

juft  vengeance,  for  the  execrable  deed, -This 

year  the  king  gave  the  fword  to  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, and  changed  their  provoft  into  a  mayor. — 

The  lord  juftice-was  now  cftabliflied,  and  after 

having  fettled  fome  matters  in  parliament  (where, 

amongd  other  ordinances,  it  was  declared  treafon 

Y4  to 
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to  take  Coignc  and  Livery)  he  proceeded  to  befiegc 
fome  of  the  caftles  of  the  Irilh,  which  he  took  •, 
but  fettmg   out  to  invade   the'  country  of  the 
O'Birnes,  at  the  head  of   an  army  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  Irifli    Kerns  j     out  of  fifteen  hundred 
of  thefe^  eight  hundred  going  oyer  to  the  enemy, 
he  was  baffled  in  his  enterprize,  and  returned  with 
niuch  difficulty,  after  having  loft  John  J)r  Patrick^ 
t,  perfon  of  fome  confideration,  and  having  aban- 
doned the  field  to  the  enemy. 
*  In  the  two  facceeding  years  the  Irifli  were  up 
in  arms,  and  O'Tool  and  Thomas  Fitz  Maurice, 
the  fheriflT  of  Limerick  kiBed  each  other  in  fingle 
combat,-*^ 

After  all  that  has  been  faid  concerning  the  Iriflx 

jifFairs  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Fourth  it  is  plain 

tliey  were  but  little  attended  to ;  and  the  caofe  was 

as  it  had   often  been,  that  the    troubles  in  £n« 

gland,  fufficiently  employed  the  king  and  parlia* 

ment  at  home,  of  which  I  ftiall  fpeak  fomething 

before  I  clofe  the  account  of  this  reign. 

'  It  has   been  already  remarked  that  Henry  of 

Lancafter  obtained  the  crown  by  treafon,  by  ufur* 

pation,  and  a  breach  of  the  moil  fokmn  oaths  and 

engagements,  having  publicly  declared  when  be 

landed  at  Ravenfprug,  th4t  he  came  with  no  other 

intention  than  that  of  regaining  the  eftates  of  his 

deceafed  father  John  of  Ghent,  which  were  un- 

juftly  withheld  from  him ;   whereas  he  proceeded, 

as  foon  as  he  found  himfelf  ftrong  enough,  to  feize 

the  king's  towns,    to  inveigle  over  fom^  of  his 

officers,  and  butcher  others,  and  finally  to  imprifon 

^d  contrive  the  death  of  his  fovereign,   which 

was  moft  barbaroqfly  brought  about  by  his  means* 

There  is  no  wonder  that  me  reign  of  this  ufurpcr, 

though  he  had  got  himfelf  artfully  acknowledged  by 

the  eftates  of  the  kingdom,  and  pretended  to  hold 

his  crown  by  th^  fpccioqs  ti;Je  oi  elcAion,  fhouH  be 

full 
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full  of  difordcr  and  roijfufion.-r-Whcn  the  minds  pf 
t^c  people  that  had  been  ftirred  up  by  the  in- 
ftruments  of  faftion  began  to  cool  a  little,  they 
faw,  through  a  different  medium-the  views  and  dc- 
figns  of  this  ambitious  prince.    And,  as  is  ufual  \ 

in  fuch  cafes,  fome'  of  his  former  favourites  who  | 

thought  themfelves  ill  requited  for  their  fervices 
which  had  helped  to  raifc  him   to    the   throne,  I 

were  the  firft  to   come  to  a  rupturp  with  him,  i 

Edmund  earl  of  Mortimer  had  heen  taken  prifon- 
er  by  Owen  Glcndower,  a  famous  Welch  chief- 
tain, and  Henry  rejoiced  at  the  event,  which  he  '     ^     - 
thought  would  remove  a  competitor  for  the  crown 
out  of  his  way,  concerning  whofe  fate  he  there- 
fore gave  himlelf  no  trouble,  but  was  very  fo- 
licitous  about  lord  Grey,  who  had  fallen  into  the 
fame  hands,  and  at  length  obtained  his  ranfom.  ^ 
However  it  was  in  vain  that  the  king  levied  his 
troops,"  to  revenge  the  difgrace  of  the  Englifh  up* 
on  the  Britons ;    he  was  thrice  baffled,   and  ob- 
liged to  fit  down  with  lofs   and   difappointment. 
— But  in  the  mean  time  the  Englilh  arms  fuc- 
ceeded  better  in  another  quarter,  and  yet  to  the 
confcquences  of  this  fucccfs   the  king  owed^  the 
greateft  difficulties  and  dangers  of  his  reign.- 
Henry  Piercy,  furnamcd  Hotfpur,  the  fon  of  the 
great  Northumberland,   who  had  joined  him  oa 
his  firft  arrival   in   England,    had   at  this  time 
gained  a  viftory  over  a  body  of  Scots  at.  Holme* 
don  hill,  and  had  made  Archibald  ^arl  of  Doug« 
las,  Mordake  earl  of  Fife,  and  fome  other  perlbas 
of  note  prifoners. — The  king,  when  he  received 
the  news  of  this  aftion,  difpatched  ameffage  to  the 
Piercies,  forbidding  them  to  ranfom  their  captives, 
and  fome  time  after  even  went  fo  far  as  to  fend 
an  order  to  deliver  them  up  to  him.     As  the  dif* 
pofai  of  fuch  prifoners  was  at  that  time  a  matter  of 
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honour  and  suivantage,  and  a  right  underftood  to 
be  lodged  in  the  vi&ors,  Northumberland,  when 
next  he  met  the  king,  inftead  of  complying  with 
his  demand,  expoftulated  with  him  on  the  injuf- 
eke  q£  it ;  but  he  foon  found  he  was  not  now 
fpeaking  to  Henry  of  Lancafter,  but  to  the  king 
of  England,  whoexprelled  the  greatefl:  di£^pro- 
bation  of  his  condud,  and  even  checked  him  for 
his  freedom  of  dilcourfe.  Northumberland  juftly 
offended  at  this  arrogance,  withdrew  in  diiguft^ 
and  concerting  matters  with  his  fon  Piercy,  and  his 
uncle  Thomas,  earl  of  Worcefter,  they  eftaUifl^ 
a  correfpondence  with  Mortimer,  who  had  by  this 
time  married  Owen  Glcndower's  daughter,  pro- 
mifing  to  fet  him  on  the  EnglUh  throne,  which 
he  was  really  heir  to )  and  inftead  of  delivermg 
tip  their  Scotdih  prifoners  to  the  king,  releaied 
them  without  ranibm,  on  condition  of  their  levying 

men  to  fcrve  them  in  their  wars  againft  him. 

in  efied,  having  taken  all  poffible  precautions  to 
contrive  a  jundion  of  the  fcveral  bodies  of  troops 
they  could  raiie,  by  an  appointed  time,  the  con- 
federates at  length  openly  renounced  their  all^i- 
ance,  avowed  their  purpofe  of  dethroning  Henry, 
and  publiflied  manifeftos  which  contained  many 
juft  accufarions  againft  him,  though,  probably  aggra- 
vated by  the  hatred  they  had  conceived  of  lilm 
for  his  ungrateful  bdiaviour.  The  king  anfwercd 
thefemanircftos  as  well  as  he  was  able,  and,  having 
collected  a  body  of  troops  for  an  expedition  in- 
to Wales,  he  uied  them  on  this  occafion  to  op- 
pofe  the  confederates ; — his  whole  fortune  now  de- 
pended'on  one^caft,  and  if  he  had  not,  luckily  for 
himielf,  followed  the  advice  of  a  Scotch  retugee 
to  march  inftantly  to  Shrewft)ury  with  his  army, 
Picrcy,  who  had  adually  inverted  that  places 
would  foon  have  been  joined  by  Owen  Glcndower, 
and  then  it  is  probable  their  fortune  would   have 
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iBcreaicd  as  his  declined,  and  he  muft  have  taken 
leave  of  his  iU-gotten  toy^Xf.  But  havii^  adopted 
this  falutarjr  counfeU  he  came  in  time  to  raiie  the 
fieg^  and  Piercy  retiring  from  the  town,  pre- 
pared for  a  general  battle^  being  too  ardent  to 
enga^  his  enemy  to  wait  for  any  re-inforcements. 
Henry  was  now  llruck  with  fear,  and  almoft  hum^ 
bkd  to  the  duft ;  he  would  gladly  have  come  to  an 
acoommodation  with  the  confederates,  and  demand*, 
ing  a  parley,  fent  fuch  offers  to  Piercy,  by  his  un- 
cle  the  eail.  of  Worcefter,  as  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility have  been  accepted,  but  that  the  latter,  (as 
he  thought  very  prudently)  did  not  properly  re- 

Erefent  them  to  his  nephew,  who  inftantly  Rave 
attle  to  the  royaliils  ;  but  having  feparated  him* 
lelf  from  his  troops,  in  order  to  make  fure  of 
the  king's  deftru&ion  by  breaking  in  upon  his 
guard,  he  was  flain,  his  ally  Dox^las  taken  pri- 
Kmer,  and  the  army  routed  with  a  terrible  flaugb* 
ter  \  though  not  without  leaving  lafting  marks  of 
their  ven^ance  among  their  enemies,  who  loft 
many  perlons  of  great  valour  and  diftindion,  and 
had  above  fifteen  hundred  men  killed,  and  near 
three  thoufand  miferably  wounded  in  this  batde. 
The  king  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped  with  life  at 
the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  and  the  prince 
of  Wales  was  hurt  with  an  arrow  in  the  fields 
while  he  was  defperately  fighting  in  defence  of 
his  father. — ^Worcefter,  Sir  Richard  Vernon,  ainl 
others  of  the  confederates  who  were  taken  priib- 
ners  in  this  a&ion  were  put  to  death,  but  Doug- 
las was  once  more  fent  ranibmlefs  home,  on  ac- 
count of  his  extraordinary  valour. 

Henry  having  been  fo  near  lofin^  his  crown 
and  life,  in  return  for  his  ingratitude  to  the 
Piercies,  began  now  toaffed  a  (hew  of  moderation, 
as  he  well  knew  the  baule  of  Shreibury  could  not 
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hkve  extinguUhed  the^mben of  civil  war  iofuch 
a  manner  but  that  the  breath  of  refentment  might 
blow  them  apin  into  a  flame.  .  He  thoribre  took 
Northumberland  a^in  Into  favour,  even  afilfted 
in  reconciling  him  with  ibme  of  his  private  enemies, 
and  afieded  to  treat  with  great  moderation  all  the 
confederates  who  weare  not  adually  found  in  arafis 
s^ainft  him.-— But  as  the  poc^le  were  bf  this  time 
acquainted  with  the  kin^  temper,  they  rishtty 
judged  all  thefe  favours  to  be  mere  virtues  of  ne- 
ceflity,  and  received  them  accordingly.     The  re- 

g>rt  conftantly  circulated  ^ong  the  people,  that 
ichard  was  (till  aKve,  though  Henry  well  enough 
knew  it  to  be  falfe,  yet  worked  turn  great  an« 
noyance. ^Therc  were  many  grievances  com- 
plained of  by  the  nobles,  and  whenever  any  thing 
was  ftarted  againft  the  government,  it  was  fure  to 
find  abettors. — Another  infumrdion  wai  raifcd,  in 
which  the  archbilhop  of  York,  Thomas  Mowbray^ 
and  the  lord  Haftings  and  others,  once  monc  at* 
tempted,  under  the  luifpices  of  Northumberland, 
to  dethrone  the  king ;  but  the  principal  c{  thefe 
noblemen,  together  with  the  archbilhop,  were  en- 
trapped in  a  ihare  by  a  ftratagem  of  the  earl  of 
Weftmoreland,  and  afterwards  executed  as  traitors. 
— Yet  even  after  this,  a  battle  was  fought  ^inft 
the  king  at  Bfamham  Moor,  wherein  the  earl  of 
Northumberland  loft  his  life*,  and  Owen  Glendowcr 
contmued  ftill  very  troublefome ;  though  at  length 
being  reduced  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  being  de- 
fcrtcd  by  his  followers,  died  in  obfcurity.— Befidcs 
all  this,  Henry  was  often  embroiled  abroad,  and  ne^ 
ver  knew  what  it  was  to  enjoy  the  comfort  and  fa* 
tisfaftion  of  that  ftate  which  he  had  facrificed  every 
tie  of  honour  and  humanity  to  get  poflfeflion  of. 

His  troublefome  reign  was  at  laft  fhorteoed  by 
death,  at  a  time  when  he  entertained  the  thoughts 
of  expiatbg  his  crimes  by  taking  part  in  the  holy 
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war,  which  was  fo  much  the  falbion  of  thofe  dajrs« 
As  he  grew  nearer  to  his,  ^nd,  he.  never  would 
wSL  without  the  crown  being  placed  by  l^im, 
whick  hi&  (on^  the  prince  of  Wales^  one  day  tock 
away,  imagining  him  to  be  dead,  whereupon,  reco- 
vering froov  a  long  fwooa,  he  caufed  the  prince 
to  be  called,  and  rebuked  him  for  his  hafte  in 
taking  away  the  crown,  who  in  his  defence  al- 
ledged,  what  was  really  the  truth,  adding, — ^*  I 
took  the  crown  as  my  inheritance,  but  now  I  fee 
you  alive,  I  reftore  it  with  much  more  pleafure, 
and  may  God  .grant  you  many  happy  days  to  enjoy 
it  with  peace."  On  which,  it  is  faid,  Henry  ex- 
damed,  ^^  O^  my  fon,  God,  whp  knows  how  I 
came  by>  it,  I  hope  will  pardon  me."— The  fon  re- 
pEed,  in  the  fpirit  of  a  warrior.  That  he  had  little 
bufinefs  to  enqinre  into  that  matter ;  but  as  it  now 
descended  to  him,  he  was  reiblved  to  defend  it 
as  his  father  had  done,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the 
fword. 

Henry,  who  was  at  the  fame  tioie  a  very  wife 
prince,  and  a  verv  wicked  man,  died  at  lafl  in  great 
iaemingconcern  for  thofe  crimes  which  he  had  never 
fcrupled  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of. — He  expired  in  the 
Jerufalem  Chamber  at  Weftminfter,  in  the  year 
fourteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  thereby  fulfilling,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  an  idle  prediction.  That 
he  Ihould  die  in  Jerufalem,  which,  however,  Hfcnry 
had  always  underftood  to  mean  the  Holy  Land, 
whither  be  was  on  the  point  of  making  an  expe« 
didon  in  perfon. 

Henry  of  Monmouth  next  fucceded  his  fa-  "*^  ^* 
ther  on  the  Englifh  throne,  by  the  title  of  Henry 
the  Fifth,  and  refting  hb  claim  on  his  fucceflion  to 
the  h&,  pofiefibr  o£  the  crown,  which  he  received 
on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  ^mldft  the  general  ac- 
clamatM)ns  of  tl^  peopk,  who,  notwithftanding  the 
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wildne6  of  his  youth,  promifed  diemlclves  much 
happinds  under  nis  government 

To  return  to  the  afimm  of  Ireland.*-Soon  after 
die^uxeflkm  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  the  prior  of  Kil- 
manfaaim  gave  place  to  Sir  John  Stanky,  who  was 
made  lord  lieutenant ;  but,  dying  at  Ardee  oh  the 
iiicceedin^  fummer  the  nobility  ekded  Thomas 
Cranley  k>rd  juftice,  who  had  been  twice  chan- 
cellor, and  was  then  archbiihop  of  Dublin,  and 
who  bekl  a  pariiament  at  Dublin  that  year. 

The  Iriin  were  up  in  arms  as  ulual,  and  the 
lord  juflioe  marched  s^ainft  them  i  but  beine  more 
accufton^  to  praying  than  to  fighting,  he  left 
others  to  engage  the  enemy,  while  he  attended  to 
his  devotions.  However,  his  people  gave  them  a 
check  for  that  time }  but  it  was  foon  found,  by 
their  fuccefles  in  other  parts,  that  a  military  and  an 
aftive  man  was  neceflary  to  keep  order  in  fuch  a 
ftate  as  that  of  Ireland. — And  fuch  a- one  was  fent 
over  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  John  Talbot  lord  Fur- 
nival,  who  was  next  made  lord  lieutenant,  and 
immediately  upon  his  arrival,  made  a  kind  of  mi* 
litary  progrels  through  the  Pak,  and  reduced  fome 
of  the  Infli  chieftains  to  fue  for  peace ;  but  the 
army  being  ill  paid,  and  he  having  brought  no 
force  from  England,  no  great  things  in  the  mi- 
litary way  could  either  be  atchieved  or  expeAed. 

In  the  mean  time  king  Henry  was  employed 
on  his  expedition  to  France,  and,  in  the  year  four« 
teen  hundred  and  fifteen,  gained  a  great  viAory 
over  the  French  at  Agincourt,  while  the  native 
Iriih  were  employed  in  burning  and  plundering 
the  pofleflions  of'^  his  fubje£ls  in  Ireland,  during 
the  teflion  of  the  parliament  at  Dublin,  which  was 
afterwards  adjourned  to  Trim,  where  it  lat  for 
^en  days,  and  granted  his  m^efty  a  fubfidy. 

There  had  been  an  aft  pa0ed.for  the  return  of 
Jbifhmen  of  fcveral  denominations  to  their  own 
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country,  and  now  there  was  another,  whereby  it 
Vas  ordained,  ^*  That  all  archbifhQps,  bUhops 
abbots,  and  priors  of  the  Irilh  nation,  rebels  to  the 
king,  that  ihould  make  any  collation  or  prefent* 
ment  to  benefices  in  Ireland,  or  bring  with  them 
any  Iri(h  rebels  aniong  the  Engliflimen  to  the  par* 
liament,  councils,  or  other  aflemblies,  within  the 
fame  land,  to  know  the  ftate  of  the  Engliflunen, 
their  temporalities  ihould  be  feized  till  they  fine  to 
.the  king,  and  that  the  governors  of*  Ireland  be 
defended  and  retrained  m>m  granting  fuch  bene- 
iEces  or  pardons  in  the  cafe,  to  Iriih  perfons  not 
Engliih,  and  that  fuch  licences  fliould  be  void.*' 

In  the  year  fourteen  hundred  and  nineteen  the 
lord  lieutenant  razed  the  caftle  of  Kenur.  He  had 
alfo  taken  Mac  Morrough  prifpner,  as  did  alfo  lord 
William  Burgh  by  O'Kelly,  and  killed  a  number 
of  Iriihihen  in  Connaught. 

But  now,  being  fent  for  to  England,  the  lord 
Jieutenant  fubftituted  his  brother  Richard  Talbot, 
archbiftiop  of  Dublin,  lord  deputy,  who  held  a  par- 
liament at  Naas,  which  gramid  another  fubfidy. 
'   James  earl  of  Ormond  coming  over  lord  lieute-  a.  d^ 
hant,  firf):  held  a  council  at  Dublin,  which  met  ^^i 
him  accordingly  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  was 
very  liberal  in  granting  larger  fubfidies  than  the 
former  one. 

This  year  he  took  Golmolin  caftle,  and  the  par« 
iiament  met  again  according  to  adjournment,  and 
appointed  commifiioners  to  go  to  the  king,  to  defire 
retorm^Bon  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland  j— the  bifhop  of 
Cattiell  was  likewife  accufed  before  the  parliament, 
and  thirty  articles  exhibited  againfi:  him.  And 
there  was  alfo  a  great  difpute  between  Adam  Pory, 
bifhop  of  Cloyne,  and  another  biihop ;  but  it  ap« 
pears  that  the  former  accuiation  was  fupprefiSed, 
and  the  other  bufinels  was  referred  to  Rome  for  a 
determination* 
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Ac  this  time  the  lord  juftice's  fcrvants  were  at- 
tacked and  defeated  by  the  Irifh ;  but,  in  revenge 
for  this  affront,  the  lord  juftice  invaded  the|country 
of  CMore  and  routed  his  people,  obliging  thcrft 
to  come  and  fuc  for  peace. — But  O'Dempfey  in^ 
vaded  the  Pale,  and  took  a  caftle  from  the  earl  of 
Kildare  i  and  Mac  Mahon  burned  and  deftroyed 
Urgyle,  till  the  lord  juftice  gave  hini  a  check  and 
obliged  him  to  fubmi]Qion. 

While  things  were  thus  fituated,  in  the  ycair 
fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  Henry  the  Fifth 
died  in  France  of  a  dyfentery.  He  exhibited  as 
great  an  example  of  courage  in  death  as  he  had 
done  in  life,  and,  declaring  that  he  had  a  cleir  con* 
fcience,  he  preferved  a  chearful  countenance  to  the 
laft,  and  expired  with  the' greatcfl:  fereniry,  making 
it  his  boaft,  that  his  reign,  though  fhort,  had  been 
glorious,  and  excufing  the  fcenes  of  bl6odfh63  he 
had  occafioned  in  France;  by  laying  them  to  the 
charge  of  the  natives  of  that  nation,  who,  as  he 
allcdged,  had  drawn'  all  thcfe  evils  upon  them- 
felves,  by  controverting  the  juftice  of  his  title*. 
Though  this  was  falfe  rcafoning,  yet  it  is  certain 
that  Henry  was  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  tranquility 
iis  to  the  concerns  of  his  confcience,  though  he*ex- 
J)refled  fome  uneafinefs  with  regard'  to  the  heir 
of  the  crown,  who  was  then  a  minor. 

That  prince  was  proclaimed  by  the  nattfcT  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  when  he  was  no  more  diaA  hitit 
months  old,  and  writs  for  the  calling  of  a  parlia-, 
mcnt  were  iffued  in  his  name,  by  hh  uncle  the  duke 
of  Gloucefter.  But  though  Glouccftcr  had  been 
appointed  regent  by  the  dcceafed  king,  yet  the 
parliament  beftowed  this  office  on  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  who  was  his  elder  brother.^^And  Thomas 
Beaufort,  duke  of  Exeter,  and  his  brother  Henry, 
bifhop  of  Winchefter,  were  nominated  to  take  chalrgc 
of  the  youBg  king's  education* 
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James  carl  of  Ormond  was  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  at  the  acceflion  of  Henry  the  Sixtfi,  but 
foon  after  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  Marchj  came 
over  in  the  fame  capacity ;  he  died  of  the  plague^ 
and  now^  during  the  fucceffion  of  five  different  pcr- 
fons  to  the  fame  high  office-^*  Nothing  remark- 
able occurs  in  the  hiftory^  except  the  caie  of 
the  prior  of  Lanthony.*— The  cafe  was  this :  A 
judgment  in  the  Common  Pleas  being  removed  to 
the  Irijlh  parliament,  was  affirmed  there ;  on  which 
a  writ  of  error  was  fent  from  England ;  but  the 
king*s  bench  in  England  would  not  take  cognifancd 
of  a  judgement  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  rc;- 
vcrfe  it  I  and  therefore  the  prior  petitioned  the  king 
that  the  record  might  be  tranfmitted  to  the  houte 
of  lords  in  England,  there  to  be  examined- 

Scveral  other  gentlemen  were  appointed  lord 
lieutenants,  of  whom  wc  hear  as  little  as  of  the 
former.f  But  James  earl  of  Ormond  being  ap- 
pointed in  the  year  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty** 
three,  received  a  writ  to  ejcft  John  Corriwallh,  and 
to  place  Michael  BrafHn  chief  baron  in  his  room^ 
becaufe  the  king  had  granted  him  that  office  for 
life,  though  the  other  had  received  a  patent  of  a 
prior  date  from  Ormond. — At  this  time,  James  earl 
of  Defmond  obtained  a  ftrange  privilege  5  for  after 
having  received  the  cuflody  of  the  towns  of  Wa- 
terford,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry,  he  had  full 
fcave  granted  him  to  abfent  himfclf,  during  life, 
from  all  future  parliaments,  on  account  of  the 
neceffity  there  was  for  him  to  attend  his  Vrharge,  and 
the  danger  that  he  niight  be  in  from  the  king's 
enemies,  if  he  fhould  conftandy  appear  in  thofe 

*  John  lord  Talbot^  Jimes  earl  of  Ormondy  Sir  John  Grey,  Edward 
D^ntzy,  Sir  John  Sutton,  ttid  Sir  Thoipas  Strange,  whom  the  laft  mca* 
tioned  left  his  deputy. 

-f  TheU  wen  Sir  Tfiomas  Stanley,  and  Sir  Chriflophtf  Plunket,  Richftrd.l 
Talbot,  archbilkop  o^  OablLa,  and  lord  WcUs. 
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public  affcmblics.  At  this  time  there  were  likcwife 
great  difturbancei  between  the  Talbots  and  the 
Butlers.  -^And  fome  who  wanted  to  have  the  lord 
lieutenant  removed,  fucceeded  fo  well  in  their  com* 
plaints  againft  him,  that  they  got  him  removed, 
though  with  honour,  and  John  Talbot,  earl  of 
Shrewfbury,  eftablifhed  in  his  place,  who  going  oVer 
to  England,  accufed  Ormond  of  treaibn,  but  the 
accufation  was  void.  This  matter  produced  much 
ill  blood  between  the  two  parties,  and  one  challenge 
to  the  combat;  but  the  king  interpofing,  put  a 
fiop  to  it. 

Richard  duke  of  York  was  removed  from  the 
r^ncy  of  France  to  be  appointed  lord  Lieu^ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  which  was  done  in  order  to  fend 
Somerlet  over  in  his  room  to  France — Before  the 
duke  accepted  the  place  he  cauied  an  inftrumenc 
to  be  drawn  up  to  bind  the  kine  and  government 
fo  certain  conditions,  of  which  £e  following  is  the 
iubftance. 

Firft,  That  he  (houkl  be  the  king^s  lieutenant 
itf(Ireland  for  ten  years. 

Secondly,  That,  to  fupport  the  charge  of  that 
country,  he  fhould  receive  the  whole  revenue  with- 
out account. 

Thinily,  That  he  (hould  be  fupplied  with 
treafure  out  of  England  in  this  manner :  four  thou- 
£knd  marks  for  the  firft  year,  of  which  he  ihould 
have  two  thouiand  pounds  before  hand  ^  and  re« 
ceive  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  durix^  the 
nine  fucceeding  years. 

Fourthly,  That  he  might  let  the  king's  lands  to 
farm,  and  place  and  difplace  the  king's  o^ers  at 
his  pleafure. 

Fifthly,  That  he  might  levy  what  number  of 
foldlers  he  thought  fit. 

Sixthly,  That  he  might  make  a  deputy,  and  re- 
turn at  his  pleafure. 
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Yet  after  all  thefe  flipulations,  it  neither  appears 
that  the  diike  brought  over  a  great  army  nor  thait 
the  government  enabled  him  to  fupport  one  in  the 
ifland^  ho\v^vcr,  though  he  complained  loudly  of 
thefe  things  yet  it  is  probable  that  he  faw  there  was 
a  likelihood  of  their  ferving  his  purpofes  at  fomc 
future  period. 

As  he  Was  a  nian  of  valour  and  addrefs,  he 
loon  began  even  with  all  thefe  difadvantages  to 
make  a  figure  in  Ireland— -and  he  held  two  parlia* 
tncnts  in  the  year  fourteen  hundred  fifty,  which 
icemed  to  tend  to  a  reformation  of  many  evils 
in  the  civil  government^  to  which  fome  hiftori^ns  fay 
they  were  partly  ftimulated  by  a  complaining  letter 
fenc  the  lord  lieutenant  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mun- 
fter,  to  which  being  fomewhat  remarkable  I  (hali 
give  a  place  in  this  hiftory — It  is  as  follows  : 

**  It  may  pleafe  your  wifdoms  to  have  pity  of  usf 
the  king's  poor  fubjefts  within  the  county  rf  Cork, 
or  elfe  we  be  qaft  away  for  ever ;   for  wher^  there 
was  in  this  county  thofe  Ibrds  by  name,   befides 
knights,  efquires,  gentlemen  and  yeomen,  to  a  great 
number,   that  might  fpcnd  yearly  eight  hundred 
pounds,  fix  hundred  pounds,  four  hundred  pounds^ 
two  hundred  pounds,   two  hundred  pounds,   ond 
hundred  pounds,    one   hundred  marks,    twenty 
pounds,  twenty  marks,   ten  pounds,  fome  more^ 
fbmeiefs,  to  a  great  number,  befides  thofe  lords 
fpUowing  i  firft  the  lord  marquis  Carew,  his  year- 
ly revenues,  were,  befides  Darcey  Haven  and  other 
creeks,  two  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  ftcrling. 
The  lord  Barnewale  of  Bear-haven,  his  yearly  reti- 
nue befides  Bear-haven  and  other  creeks,   fixteen 
hundred  pounds  fterling.     The  lord  Uggan  of  the 
great  callle,    his   yearly  revenues  were,    befides 
havens  and  creeks,  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
pounds  fterling.     The  lord  Bulram  of  Emfarle,  his 
yearly  revenues  were,  befides  havens  and  creeks, 
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-onethoufand  three  hundred  pounds  fterling.  The 
lord  Gburcfof  KiHbreton,  his  yearly  revenues,  be- 
fides  iiwcns  and  creeks,  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  fterling.  The  lord  Mandevil  of  Barnhely, 
his  yearly  revenues  befidcs  havens  and  creeks,  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  fterling-  The  lord 
Arundel  of  the  Strand,  his  yearly  revenues,  bcfides 
havens  and  creeks,  were  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  fterling.  The  lord  Baron  of  the  Guard, 
his  yearly  revenues  befides  havens  and  creeks,  one 
thoufand  one  hundred  pounds  fterling.  The  lord 
Sieynie  of  Baltimore,  his  yearly  revenue  befidca 
havens  and  creeks  amounted  to  eight  hundred  pounds 
fterling. 

The  lord  Roche  of  Pool  Caftle,  his  yearly  re- 
venues, befides  havens  and  creeks,  one  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.  The  king*s  majefty  hath  ihe  lands 
of  the  late  young  Barry  by  forfeiture,  the  yearly  re- 
venues whereof  befides  two  rivers  and  creeks,  and  d\ 
other  cafualties,  is  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds 
fterling.  And  at  the  end  of  this  parliament  your 
lordlhip  with  the  kings  moft  nobie  council,  may 
come  to  Cork,  and  call  before  you  all  thc(e  lords  and 
other  Iridimen,  and  command  in  pain  of  lofs  of  life 
lands  and  goods  that  never  any  of  them  do  make  war 
upon  another  without  licence  or  commandment  of 
you  my  lord  deputy  and  the  kings  council ;  for  the 
utter  deftrudion  of  thefe  parts  is  by  that  only  caufcj — 
and  once  all  the  Jrifhmen  and  the  king's  enemies 
were  driven  into  a  great  valley,  called  Glanchought^ 
betwixt  two  great  mountains,  called  Maicorte  or  the 
leprous  idand,  and  there  they  lived  long  and  many 
years,  with  their  white  meat,  till  at  the  laft,  ihefc 
Englidi  lords  fell  at  variance  among  themfelves,  and 
«  then  the  weakeft  part  took  certain  IriOimen  to  take 
their  fide,  and  fo  vanquifhcd  his  enemy ;  and  thus 
fell  the  Englifti  lords  at  variance  amongft  themfelves 
till  the  Irifhmea  Were  ftronger  .than  they  and  drove 
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them  away  and  now  have  the  whole  country  uftder 
ihem,  but  that  the  lord  Roche,  the  lord  Courcy,  and 
the  lord  Barry,  only  remain  with  the  leaft  part  of 
their  anceilors  poflbflions,  and  young  Barry  is  there 
upon  the  kings  portion,  paying  his  graCe  never  a 
penny  of  rent — Wherefore  we^  the  kings  poor  fub- 
jeds  of  the  ci^y  of  Cork,  Kinfale  and  Youghall,  de- 
firc  your  lordlhip  to  fend  hither  two' good  juftices, 
to  fee  this  matter  ordered,  and  fome  Englifti  captains 
with  twenty  Engl ifhmcn,  that  may  be  captains  over. 
us  all ;  and  we  will  rife  with  them,  to  redrefs  thofe 
enormities,  all  at  our  own  cofts;  and  if  you  do  nor, 
we  be  all  caft  away,  and  then  farewell  Manlier  for 
ever,  and  if  you  will  not  come  nor  fend  We  will  fend 
over  to  our  liege  lord  the  king,  and  complain  of  you 
all."— 

The  k)rd   lieutenant  returning  to  England  left 
James  earl  of  Ormond  his  deputy,  who  being  him-  • 
fdf  afterwards  made  lord  lieutenant,   went  over  to 
England  likcwifc,  leaving  John  Mey,  archbifhop  of  • 
Ardmagh  his  deputy  ;    but  the  Englifti  government  * 
lot  being  pleafed  with  this  appointment,  Thomas 
carl  of  Kildare  was  made  deputy,  who  furrcndcrcd  to  * 
Sr  Edward  Fitz  Euftace,  whom  Richard  duke  of 
lf>rk  thought  fit  to  appoint. 

*)y  this  time  that  ambitious  nobleman  had  got 
hinfcif  declared  protcdor  of  E^ngland-— flenry  who 
wasi  weak  prince  had  very  unadvifedly  firft  entruft-  • 
cd  l>rk  (who  had  a  claim  to  the  crown  which  ht 
coulo  not  be  ignorant  of)  with  great  power,  and 
a ftcr^irds -provoked  him — Somerfct  was  his  great 
rival— They  had  impeached  each  orhef,    and  the  ' 
weaknft  of  the  king,  inftead  of  Handing  neuter,  had 
led  hin  fo  ftiew  a  partiality  in  favour  of  the  latter  > 
who  watone  of  his  queen's  minions — York's  high 
fpirit  no  brooking  this,  led  him  to  aflbciate  with 
the  earl  o  Warwick,  and  fcveral  difconrented  lords 
v/hQ  at  Icgth  gave  battle  to  their  fovcrcign,  whom  ' 
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they  defeated  at  St.  Albans,  and  lod  him  to  Loiidoi^ 
Socnerfec  beiog  flain  in  the  engagement.  After  tbis^ 
a  parlUment  being  called  beftowed  the  office  of  pn>- 
t€&or  of  the  kingdom,  as  memioived  above,  upon  the 
dukf,  who  now  held  bis  (bvereign  in  eSc&  a  prifoner 
ia  his  capital  city,  a  diigrace  which  his  queea,  Mar- 
garet of  Anjoo,  could  never  endure  to  ttunk  of,  and 
that  princcfs  accordingly  fet  berfelf  to  work  to  aboliih 
ibis  new  form  of  government,  firft,  bccaufe  (be  had 
penecrarion  enough  to  fee  that  how  fairly  foever  tho 
lords  carried  it  to  the  kiiig,  tha  appointment  of  York 
to  fuch  an  high  office  mad  needs  prove  fatal  to  tha 
interefts  of  her  hulband  and  his  family,  and  fecondly, 
becaufe  Ihe  was  exprefsly  accufcd  by  the  parliament 
of  having  miOed  the  king  in  matters  which  concern- 
ed his  government.  And  all  thefe  circumftances 
g#ve  birih  to  that  civil  war  which  marked  this  reiga 
as  a  fipeno  of  horror  and  unnaxural  commoiiof). 

While  Sir  Edward  Fir^-Euftacc  was  lord  deputy 
at  a  parliament  held  in  Dublin  the  following  ordi^ 
nances  were  enacted. 

I.  That  ail  ftatutes  agaipft  provifors  in  England, 
or  Ireland,  (hould  be  heki  in  farce. 

II.  That  inquefts  before  coroners  (hould  bedifchaiig* 
ed  after  a  fccond  verdift*  that  they  do  know  tin 
fdlon. 

III.  That  no  appeals  (hould  be  to  England,  ^f  o^ ! : 
for  treafon  againft  (he  king^  perfon,  and  \n  eA\  ffy 
appeals  the  ^aintiff  (hall  pay  daniagts^  and  tWty 
pound  and  one  hundred  (billings  Bne. 

Thomas  earl  of  Kiklare  as  the  duke  of  York'  dc^ 
pury  called  a  parlian^itnt^hich  enacted 
'        I,  That  no  exigents  nor  outlawries  be  m^  by, 
comnfii(rioners. 

IL  That  tha  recorder  of  Dublin  and  Driieda, 
have  but  two  pence  for  every  plaint. 

III.  Thac   every  man  anfwcr  fof  bis  in  and 
vagcd  oxco, 
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IV.  An  aft  about  efcbaitors, 

V.  That  a  parliament  (hould  be  held  every  year. 
And  at  another  parliament  at  Naas,   thefe  ordi* 

nances  were  eftabliihed. 

L  That  aU  ftrangers  pay  forty  pence  per  pound 
cuilom  for  tranfporting  (ilver. 

IL  That  every  man  anfwer  for  his  fons,   ex**    , 
cept  in  capital  cafes. 

Iir.  That  no  perfon,  not  amenable  to  law,  (hall    ' 
diftroin,  without  licence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  his 
title. 

And  aiiother  parliament  being  convened  at  Dub« 
lin,  Friday  after  the  purification,  made  the  foU 
lowing  regulations  : 

I.  That  beneficed  perfons  fhould  refidc. 

II.  That  the  inhabitants  to  enclofe  the  village^ 
might  remove  the  highway  forty  perch. 

Sir  Andrew  Trollop  and  others  defcrting  the 
duke  of    York    when    he  had  levied   an    army 
againft  the  king,  that  prince  fied  to  Ireland ;  but 
foon  afterwards  returned  with  his  fon,  the  earl  of 
March,  and,  after  many  ftruggles,  defeating  Hen- 
ry in  a  pitched  bs^tle,  he  called  a  parliament  be* 
X)re  whom  he  claimed  the  crown,  which  was  fet- 
t^d  on  him  and  bis  heirs  •,  but  to  remain  withi 
fcenry  during  his  natural  life,  who  if  he  had  had 
•^er  a  wi^  nor  a  child  would  really  have  been 
hajpy  enough  in'  the  agreement,  but  as  the  cafe 
ftod   both  parties  were  fax  from  feeing  an  end  of 
the}  troubles.     At  length  the  queen   having,  in 
licr  orn,  defeated  and  took  Richard  duke  of  York 
prifoer,  and  fet  his  head  upon  the  gates  of  York  j     ,^ 
but  hs  fon  Edward  was  fo  far  from  being  intimi-  '?./ 
dated  by  this  proceeding  that,  being  joined  by  the 
earl  ol  Warwick  and  c^her  lords,  he  never  ceafed 
perfecuing  the  houfe    of  Lancafter,   till  at  laft 
be  had  Italiy  defeated  king  Henry,  took  him  prifo-* 
ner,  anokepc  him  confined  in  the  tower,-  and  ob* 
.    Z  4  liged 


^Digitized  by 


Google 


344      HISTORY    op    IRELAND; 

ligcd  queen  Mafjgaret,  who  was  a  woman  of  yni 
4auntcd  courage,  to  fly  for  fafcty  to  foreign 
lands. 

All  this  while  though  the  deceafed  Richard  had 
behaved  himfclf  both  bravely  and  difcreetly  as  tha 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  yet  the  troubles  hi 
England  gave  the  natives  an  opportunity  of  re- 
gaining great  part  of  the  country,  and  evdi 
thofe  places  which  rennained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh,  werefubjcded  to  certain  fubfidies^  which 
they  paid  to  the  Iruh  for  th^  fake  of  peaceable 
poflefTion  *, 

Such  are  and  fuch  ever  muft  be  part  of  the 
fruits  of  civil  difllntions  j   but  what  was  all  this 
compared  to  what  paflTed  in  England  at  this  time, 
where  the  father  fought  againft  the  fon,  the  bro- 
ther againft  the  brother,  agriculture  and  all  the  arts 
of  peace  were  negleftcd,  prnices  were  lurking  in  dif- 
guife,  great  l^rons  begging  rhcir  bread,  and  the  land 
from  end  to  end  deluged  with  the  blood  of  the  un-r 
happy  fubjefts,  who  tor  the  moft  part  could  be  lit- 
tle gainers  either  by  the  houfe  of  York  or  that 
of  Lancaftcr,  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were 
almoft  certain  of  being  deplorable  lofers  by  both 
A.  D.        Edward,  by  the  deccafe  of  his  father,  duke  q 
gjJ~^^Yorjc,  was  proclaimed  king,  by  the  name  of  E^ 
ward  the  Fourth,    and  was  certainly   the  law^I 
heir  to  the  crown  j  though   it  is  highly   profc-r 
tie  that  this  claim  >Yovild  have  flept  a  great  wHe 

loijcr. 


*  The  fbllov^Bg  it  a  lift  of  fomt  The   klng^t    ftxobe^es  >  Mao 

of  them,  Morrough  80  marl^ 

The  barony  of  Lecak  to  O'Neal  The  county  of  Wexfof/lo  Mac 

of  Clondeboy  20  1.  per  annum.  Morrough  40  U 

The  county  ofUriel  to  O'Neal  4^1.  The  counti^  pf   KilV^nT  3°4 

The  coun^  ofMeath  to  O'Con-  Tippcrary  to  O'Ctrrol  f  li 

'por  20 1.  The    county    of     ijtnck    ta 

Tl^e  couiity  fff  JWd?'*  to  0*CoQ-  0*Brijn  40  ]. 

nor  ^0  If  The  county    oC  Co^   to   Moo- 

p4it^  01  Muflteny  4a 
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longer,  and  might  even  perhaps  have  been  buried 
in  oblivion,  if  it  had  not  b^  for  the  pufiHanU 
mity  of -Henry,  mid  the  arbitrary  meafurcs  of  his 
minifters,  Edward  was  rather  inclined  to  tyran* 
ny  that  to  weakhefe,  and  having  experienced  the 
temper  of  the  Eng!i(h,  feemed  refolvcd  at  his  firft 
letting  off  that  they  (hould  never  ferve  hini  as 
they  had  dofie  his  rifvat ;  though  they  played  him 
a  trick  of  the  fame  fort  not  many  years  after, 
from  the  ill  effedrs  of  which  it  was  rather  owing, 
to  chance  than  to  any  thing  elfe  ^t  he  found 
inean'5  to  extricate  himfelf. 

Edward  fucceeding  to  the  crown,  Thomas  earl 
of  Kildare  eonunuecl  lord  juftice^  till  Sir  Row- 
land Fitz  E^ftace  was  appointed  deputy  to  the 
duke  of  Clarence,  the  kind's  brother,  who  was 
made  lord  lieutenant  for  lite  ;  to  whom  Sir  Row- 
land refigned  the  government,  on  which  Clarence- 
appointed  another  deputy  ;  iand  that  was  the  earl 
ef  Defmond,  his  godfather.  Mints  Were  now  efta- 
blifhed  at  Dublin,  Drogheda,  Waterford,  and  Gal- 
way,  and  it  was  now  firlt  ordered  that  Englilh- money 
ihould  be  advanced  in  Ireland  one  fourth  abovq; 
ks  current  value  in  England,  fa  that  nine  pence 
IwUTed  for  a  (hilling.  •  Several  parliaments  were 
called,  and  the  regulations  they  made  were  in 
general  fuch  as  tended  to  the  well-being  of  the 
Itates,  and  the  benefit  of  the  individuals. 

But  among  the  parliaments  there  is  mention 
made  gf  one  held  at  Drogheda,  where  John  I^ord 
Tiptoft-earl  of  Worcefer  bein^  Iwd  deputy, 
it  was  refolved  that  the  earls  ot  Defmond  and 
Kildare  and  Edward  Plunkett,  efq;  fho^ild  be  at- 
tained of  treafon  for  their  alliance  with  the  Iti0i,  and 
furnilhing  them  with  arms,  which  were  ufed  to 
fhe  detriment  of  the  king's  fubje6^s  ; — and  on  this 
^ccufation,  and  others  of  a  like  fort,  the  earl  who  is 
piid  to  hj|ve  been  the  firft  perfon  that  introduced  the 
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cuftom  of  Coisne  and  Livery  isunong  the  Eog* 
lifh  was  beheaaed.-«-And  as  fooa  aj  he  was  eze* 
cuted  the  loid  deputy  fet  obt  for  Eogklid,  Kil- 
dare  not  only  being  pardoned  but  left  lord  jui^ 
dee  in  his  lOom ;  and  he  alfo  held  a  parliament 
at  Dublin  for  the  r^ulatioh  of  many  matters  of 
public  and  private  concern.    Amongit  other  things 
this  parliament  enadted  a  fraternity  of  arms  to 
be  eftablifhed,   who  were  yestfly  t6  aflfembre  at 
Dublin  on  St.  George^s  day,  the  captain  of  whom 
was  to  have  a  band  oi  an  hundrra  and  twenty 
archers  on  horfeback,  and  was  empowered  to  ap- 
prehend all  outlaws,  and  others  that  wens  not  an- 
fwerable  to  the  laws  of  the  land.    And  on  this 
footing  was  the  brotherhood  of  St.  George  efta* 
blilhed. 
William  of  Sherwood  bifliop  of  Meath  being  de** 
A.  D.    puty  to  the  duke  of  Clarence,  held  a  parliament, 
H7S*    in  which  it  was  enafted.  That  it  ihould  be  trca- 
fon  to  bring  bulls  from  Rome,  and  which  enaft- 
ed  that  the  lords  of  parliament  fhould  wear  robes 
6ti  pain  of  forfeiture  of  one  hundred   fhillings, 
dnd  the  barons  of  the  e)cchequer  were  alfo  to  wear 
tfieir  habits  in  term-time.     And  it  was  declared 
Ikwful  for  any  Englifhman  being  injured  by  an 
Irifhman  not  anfwerable  to  law  to  avenge  fuch  in- 
jury uport  the  whole  fept  or  nation.     [An  inftitution 
equally  impoliric  a$  unjuft,  and  which  tended  to  the 
kindling  ftrife  aAd  ariimolity,  and  the  confound- 
ihg  every  idea  of  moral  right  and  juftice]   And 
it  was  declaitkl  foloiVy  to  take  a  diftrefe  contrary 
to  the  common  law. 

But  Henry  lord  Grey  of  Ruthen  hckig  made 
deputy,  held  a  patliameht,  which  repealed  all  the 
afts  of  the  twelfth  year  of  Edward  the  Fourth. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Robert  Prcfton,  who  gave 
place  to  Gerald  earl  of  Kiidare,   and  he  remained 
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lord  deputy  at  th^  ^ith  of  Edward  the  Fburtfi,- 
who  expired  on,  the  ninth  .day  ojf  April,  in  the 
year  fourteen  hundced  and  eighty  three,  after  having 
flied  more  Wood  than  any  qf  the  princes  of  his 
time,  ..after  having  rifen  from  the  ftation  of  a  baron 
to  a  throne,  after  having  been  depofed  for  his  ingra- 
titude to  him  who  fet  him  up,,  and  after  having  again 
regmned  by  his  brother's  pcriidy  what  he  had  loft 
by  his  own. 

Henry  the  Sixth  having  been  ftabbed,  or  dying  Edwaid  v. 
of  grief  in  the  Tower,  and  his  fon  having  becit 
(lain  in  cool  blood  after  the  laft  batde  fought  at  ^ 
Tewkfbury,  Edward,'  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  deceaEfed 
king,  confequendy  claimed  the  crown ;  butthe  f^me 
a«9:ion,  which  had  loft  his  father  the  heart  of  the  earl 
of  Warwick,  nanielv,  his  marriage  with  the  widow- 
Widevillc  while  that  earl  was  foliciting  in  alliance 
with  the  French  king,  that  very  aAion  difplcafed 
his  brother  and  relations,  and  occa6oned  faftions 
aniohg  thofe  who  w^re  the  moft  ze&loufly  attached 
to  the  interefts  of  his  houfe.  Richard,  who  was 
declared  protefbor.of  thd  kingdom,  took  advan*: 
tage  of  thfifc  differences,  and  though  he  preteaicd 
to  wiih  a  perled!  redoncifiation  n&tght  be  brought 
about  between  the  chiefs  of  the  faftions,  yet  be 
managed  matters  ib  as  to  play  them  ofi*  in  fuch; 
a  manner  as  to  rid  hlrfifelf  of  thofir  who  werc*mofli 
hkely  co  oppbfe  his  meafunes.and  intimidate  ther 
reft;  .after  which  he  got  the  two  fons  of  £d-> 
ward  declared  illegitimate  and  fet  afide  by  par-* 
]iamen&(  and  not  contented  wkh  chat,  caufed^ 
them  alfo  to  be  .removed:  out  of  the  way 
in  fome  private  manner,  either  by  death  or  h^ 
nilhment,  fa  that  nobody  knew  what  was  be- 
come of  them,  and  then  he  afiumed  die  cfo^ni' 
wd  took  the  title  of  Richard^  the  Third. 

This   ufur^ing  prince  confirmed  his  power  inRichaidUi. 
the  fame  maimer  as  he  bad  eftabfiibed  it,   by: 
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oppreflion  and  bloodflied^   and  was  difliked  by 
^>od  men  of  all  parties  and  perfuafions. 

He  continued  Gerald,  earl  of  KildarCi  in  the 
lieutenancy  of  Ireland,. not  being  willing  to  oieddle 
with  affairs  there  when  be  had  fo  much  work 
at  home  as  his  fubjedbs^  foon  began  to  cut  out 
for  him.  Engaging  with  Henry,  earl  of  Rich- 
mond, of  the  line  of  Tudor,  who  caipe  to  claim 
the  crown,  Richard  was  defeated  in  Bofworth 
field,  by  means  of  the  defertion  of  lord  Sunlcv, 
after  having  exhibited  more  proofs  of  valour  m 
a  few  hours  in  the  field  than  he  had  fhewn  of 
virtue  during  the  three  years  of  his  reign. 

The  earl  of  Richmoxid  fucceeding  by  con- 
queft  and  a  diftant  claim  derived  from  the  houfe 
of  Lancafter,  and  befides  getting  his  title  re-^ 
cognifcd  by  an  a&  of  parliament,  afcended  the 
throne,  was  crowned  by  the  name  of  Henry 
the  Seventh; — he  afterwards  married  Elizabeth^ 
the  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of  York,  as  he  had  fo- 
lemnly  engaged  that  he  would,  and  faw  himfclf 
in  full  poiTcflion  of  all  the  royalties  of  £og» 
land. 

He  Continued  Gerald  earl  of  Kildare  as  de* 
puty  of  Ireland,  as  he  did  alfo  many  other 
great  officers  of  ftate-,  nor  did  he  negkft  the 
houfe  of  Ormond,  who  had  been  friendly  to  Aa 
that  of  Lancafter,  but  reftored  them  to  their 
eftates  and  honours,  as  was  likewife  the  cafe  of 
the  family  of  Defmond ;  as  to  Sir  Thomas  But- 
ler he  was  not  only  reftored,  but  alfo  taken  into 
favour,  and  fwom  a  member  of  the  privy  coun^  lu 
cil  in  Ireland,  } 

But  Henry,  who  was  a  man  of  great  penetration, 
was  not  long  before  he  difcovenS  that  the  houfe 
of  York  had  yet  fome  remaining  hopes  in  Ire* 
land,  he  therefore  fent  over  for  the  lord  deputy ; 
but  he  excufed  hinrfclf  from .  coming  upon  dis: 
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fummdiis,    which    how    fpecioufly  foever  he  ar-  ' 

gued  in  his  own  defence,  miift  needs  have  ftrength- 
cncd  the  Huig's  fufpicions-,  and  in  the  fequel  it 
appeared '  that  he  had  placed  them  rightly,  for 
a  ftorni  foon  appeared  ready  to  break  over  him 
from  that  quarter* 

As  the  Irilh  had  always  entertained  a  refpeA  for 
George  duke  of  Clarence,   becaufe  he  was  born  in 
their  country,  a  certain  pried  tutored  one  Lambert 
Symnel,  a  youth  of  a  good  addrefs  to  perfonace  the 
young  earl  of  Warwick  the  only  fon  of  rhac  duke. 
He  was  taken  notice  of  by  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy, 
who  promised  to  fupport  his  intereft,  and  was  receiv-' 
ed  with  great  kindnefs  by  the  lord  deputy  and  moft 
of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  people  of  Ireland.     In 
the  mean  time  Henry  (hewed  the  real  earl  of  War« 
wick  whom  he  had  in  his  hands  through  the  ftreets  of 
London,  and  befides  got  a  bull  from  the  pope,  re- 
quiring the  clergy  to  excommunicate  the  rebels,  both 
which  plans  were  well  concerted  and  could  not  fail  in 
many  refpcAs  of  anfwering  the  purpofe  intended  by 
ihem,  which  they  did  'with  all  but  the  Iriih,  who 
feeing  that  Lambert  was  furniflied  with  an  aid  of  two 
thoufand  Germans  by  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  who 
was  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Laocafter, 
refolved  to  drain  every  nerve  to  carry  matters  in  his 
favour,  and  to  fee  him  upon  the  Englifli  throne.    In 
Cbrift-Church  Dublin,  he  was  crowned  with  great  fo- 
femnity,  the  lord  deputy himfelf,  and  many  of  the  prin* 
cipal  nobility  being  prefent  and  exprefllng  the  great- 
eft  joy  at  the  celebradon  of  this  ceremony  ;  and  pre- 
fently  after  they  called  a  parliament  in  the  name 
of  their  new  king,  and  the  clergy  granted  the  pope  a 
fobfidy  to  abfolvc  them. — And  now  projeding  an  in- 
vafion  of  England,  the  lord  chancellor  reHgned  his 
office,   in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  ot  joining 
Symnel,  who  embarking  with  the  principal  of  his 
followers,  and  an  Irilh  army  under  the  command  of 
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the  earl  of  LiDColn^  landed  fafe  m  Lancafhire.  Tbey 
at  firft  intended  co  enter  Newark  i  t>ucth«kingfeav« 
iDg  taken  very  prudent  meafures  to  prevent  the  eteeu* 
tion  of  that  de^ni  they  turned  afide  towards  Not« 
tingham(bire,  and  the  next  day  haviog  poftad  tbem« 
felves  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  near  Stoke,  diey  per- 
ceived that  the  king  who  waar  by  this  time  conae  up 
with  them,  had  drawn  up  his  troops  in  order  of  bac« 
tie,  whereupon  they  did  the  fame,  and  as  the  roy* 
alifts  though  excecKling  them  in  number,  had  the 
difadvantage  of  a  narrow  plain,  which  wouM  not 
at  all  permit  them  to  extend  their  front  and 
make  ufe  of  that  fuperk)rity,  but  were  obliged,  09 
the  contrary,  to  form  tliree  li^es,  the  ear4  hoped  if 
he  could  break  the  firft  of  thefe  they  would  fsil 
back  upon  the  others,  and  fo  put  the  whok  ar^ 
my  into  confufionr.  This  he  endeavoured  with 
all  his  might,  and  was  well  leconded  by  the  Iriflx^ 
men,  who  fought  with  amazing  courage  and  re» 
iblution,  thou^  ill  armed,  and  galled  perpetually 
by  the  Englifli  archers, — ^Howcver,  their  attempt 
of  breaking  Henry's  line  failing,  which  was  con^ 
tinualiy  fupplied  from  the  rear  as  from  a  never 
failing  fountain  ;  and  being  charged,  in  their  turn 
with  great  impetyoOty,  they  were  at  laft  defeated^ 
but  not  till  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  with  four  thoth 
&nd  of  his  followers  were  {lain,  and  Martin  Swart; 
the  commander  of  the  Germans  with  the  braved 

of  his  veterans  cut  to  pieces.- To  render  tte 

vidory  complete  Lambert  Symnel  and  his  tmor 
were  made  prifoners.  The  pricft  was  conunirtcd 
to  prifon,  and  poffibly  there  fccre<:ly  made  away 
with ;  and  as  to  Symnel,  inftcad  of  executing  ot 
imprifoning  him,  Henry  made  him  one  of  his  fcul* 
lions,  in  contjjmpt,  but  afterwards  promoted- him 
to  the  office  of  his  falconer. 
Cox.  When  the  rebellion  was  thds  cru&cd,  the  carl  of 

Kildare,    and  odiers  of  the  great  men  ansQojg 
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the  Iriihi  who  had  favoured. the  infurgents,  fent 
to  folicic  their  pardon  at  the  court  of  England, 
in  confequence  of  which  iubmiffion  the  lord  de- 
puty wa3  continued  in  his  office,  and  the  king 
fent  over  Sir  Richard  Edgecomb  with  power 
to  grant  their  requeft,  after  having  obliged  them 
to  r^D<:w  their  oaths,  ^nd  bind  themfelves  ia  re- 
cognifance?  for  their  future  good  behaviour.— — 
He  embarkmg  with  five  hundred  men  on  board 
five  ihips,  arrived  at  Xinfale,  where  he  accepted, 
in  the  king's  namie,  the  fubmiilion  of  the  lord 
Thomas  Barry,  and  afterwards  that  of  James  lord 
Courcy,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kin- 
falc,  •r Sailing  to  Waterfoi;d,  he  highly  com- 
mended the  people  of  that  place  for  their  fide- 
lity which  they  had  mainlined  amidft  the  ge- 
neral disfeftion,  and  promifed  that  his  matter 
would  not  forget  to  reward  them  for  it.  When 
he  reached  Dublin*  in  his  progrefs  the  earl  a£ 
Kildare  was  abfent ;  but,  on  his  return,  he  fent 
for  Edgecumbe,  who  delivered  the  king's  letters 
to  him  with  a  ftern  afped.  After  this  they  had 
a  private  conference,  and  then  feparated  for  that 
time.  On  the  following  Sunday,  a  revocation 
of  the  excommunications  denounced  againft  the 
revolters  was  read,  (which  the  king  had  pur- 
pofely  lent  over,  to  fhew  his  moderation)  and 
then  the  nobility  and  clergy  took  an  oath,  where- 
Jby*  among  other  promifes,  they  engaged  not  to 
hinder  the  excommunication  of  all  fuch  as  Ihould 
oppofethe  king,  and  the  clergy  promifed  that  they 
would  publifh  the  pope's  excommunication  againft 
all  the  king's  enemies  in  Ireland,  as  often  as  they 
Ihould  be  required  fp  to  do.— Thefe  ceremonies 
being  finiihed,  Edgecomb  proceeded  to  another; 
for  the  earl  of  KUdare,  being  firft  ahfolved  from 
his  excommunication,  did  homage,  renawed  his 
oath  of  idle^nce,  and  entered  into  recognifances 
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for  keeping  it  Invbhte ;  after  which  he  ndt  onty 
'  received  his  pardon,  but  the  commiffioncr  alfo  put 
a  gold  chain  round  his  neck,  which  Henry  had 
lent  him  as  a  token  of  his  thorough  reconcilil* 
tion. 

The  Seventh  Henry  was  always  iceouhttd  a  wfe 
J:)rince,  and  his  conduit  through  this  whole  bu- 
finefs  approved  him  fuch.  The  ^atly  intelligence 
he  found  means  to  procure  of  the  rebels  dc- 
iigns,  the  expedition  with  which  he  fruftrated 
themj  and  above  all,  his  moderation  after  he 
had  defeated  their  power,  fhew  the  depth  of  his 
policy  in  a  moft  confpicuous  light.— Bcfides,  a^ 
to  the  Irifh,  the  defedion  had  been  lb  general 
among  them,  that  if  he  had  proceeded  to  ex* 
tremities,  he  muft  have  ruined  almoft  all  the 
great  men  of  Englifti  defcent  among  them^  a  ftcp 
which  would  have  been  likely  to  prove  the  dc*^ 
ftruftion  of  the  colony.  He  theretore  prudcndy 
avoided  the  trial  i  and,  whilft  in  his  heart  he  ftill 
entertained  fufpicions  of  the  people  of  that  couii'^ 
try,  he  chofe  at  this  time  to  make  them  believt 
that  notwithftanding  all  that  had  palled,  he  was 
ftill  difpofed  to  place  a  confidence  in  them,  which 
he  entertained  hopes  they  would  for  the  future  en* 
deavour>to  defervt. 

*— And  though,  fome  time  after,  he  fent  for 
many  of  the  nobility  over  to  England,  making 
Lambert  Symnel  fervc  as  butler  before  them  ( 
yet,  after  fome  rebukes,  he  difmifled  tbeiti  again> 
with  prefents,  "and  other  marks  of  his  favour? 
nor  could  the  Archbilhop  of  Ardmagh,  who  had 
all  along  ftood  firm  to  the  king's  intereft,  though 
he  ufcd  all  his  endeavours  to  obtain  the  grant  of 
the  chancellorfhip  from  the  king,  who  did  not 
chufe  thereby  to  offend  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and 
.  hazard  a  renewal  of  troubles  in  the  kirqgdom. 

However 
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However  Edgccomb  ftill  continued  his  pro* 
grcfs  thrt)ufeh  Dublin,  and  vifitpd  all  the  itftof 
the  pale,  where  he  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
nobles  and  the  people  in  the  manner  above  re- 
cited ;  and,  on  thefe  masters  being^fettkd,  the  lord 
deputy  began  making  reprifals  upon  Macgeoghen^ 
and  took  a  caftle^  and,  having  done  much  mif^ 
chief  in  the  country,  returned  loaded  with  fpoth 
to  Dublin.  And  Bukagh,  earl  of  Defmond  otK 
tained  two  vidtories  over  the  Irifli — in  one  battle^ 
Murroueh  0*Carrol  and  his  brother  Moyl  Murry 
Were  flain,  and  in  the  other  fell  DernrKxi  Mac 
Teige  Carthy* 

In  the  year  fourteen  hundred  and  feventjr-two^ 
the  earl  ot  Kildare  was  recalled,  and  Walter  Fit:4 
Symons,  archbifliop  of  Dublin,  was  made  deputy 
to  Jalpcr,  duke  of  Bedford,  while  Euftace,  lord  of* 
Portlefter  was  removed  from  the  office  of  tfeafurer 
to  make  room  for  Sir  James  Ormondj  and  thd 
latter  coming  over  with  a  military  attendance^  i 
quarrel*  happening  between  him  and  the  earl  of 
Rildarc  occaiioned  a  fkirniilh  between  their  fol- 
lowers, which  threatened  very  difagreeable  confe-^ 
tjuences  :  Yet  more  changes  were  ftill  made  irt 
the  adminiftration^  which  would  by  ho  means  have 
been  deemed  cgnfiftent  with  found  policy,  but  ort 
account  of  fome  intelligence  the  king  received^ 
tiiat  the  dutchefe  of  Burgundy^  who  had  favoured 
Symneli  was  at  this  time  contriving  another  fch^mtf 
of  the  fame  nature,  in  order  to  raifc  a  rebcHion  in 
Ireland. 

— The  plan  of  this  bufinefs  was  infinitely  hcu 
ter  laid  than  that  of  the  former;  for  whereas 
3ymnel  pretended  to  be  earl  of  Warwic(c  while 
Henry  had  the  real  earl  in  his  hands ;  a  perforr 
how  appeared'  who  took  upon  himfclf  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Richard  duke  of  York,  feeond  fon  o!^ 

Vol.  f.  A  a  Edward 
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Edward  the  Fourth,  whom  nobody  knew  what 
ivas  become  of.  He  came  originally  from  Lilboa 
where  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  lain  concealedi 
and  arriving  at  Cork  was  ^  there  courteoufly  re- 
ceived by  the  inhabitants,  one  of  whom,  a  great 
merchant,  John  Walter  by  name,  wrote  to  the 
carls  of  Kiklare  and  Defmond  in  hb  favour  -,  but 
in  the  interim  this  youth  (known  fince  by  the  name 
of  Perkin  Warbeck)  went  over  upon  invita* 
tion  to  the  king  of  France,  and  ftayed  at  his 
court  for  fome  time,  but  retreated  to  Flanders, 
when  that  prince  and  king  Henry  came  to  an  ac« 
comodation,  and  was  well  received  by  the  dutchefi 
of  Burgundy,  who  acknowledged  him  as  her  re- 
lation, and  did  all  that  was  in  her  power  to  pro* 
mote  his  intereft. 

A  parliament  being  held  at  Dublin,  qua&ed 
fome  indiftments  whicn  had  formerly  been  fet  on 
foot  againft  the  lord  deputy  by  the  lord  Portleftcr, 
who  fince  that  time  had  himfelf  been  queflioned 
concerning  his  difcharge  of  the  office  of  treafurcr 
at  the  council  board  ;  a  former  act  made  againft 
the  city  of  Waterford  was  repealed,  and  one 
pafled  for  a  general  refumption  of  all  the  crown 
lands  that  h^  been  alienated  fmce  the  firft  year 
of  king  Henry  the  Sixth. 

In  the  September  following,  Robert  Prefton, 
lord  Gormanftown,  was  made  lord  deputy,  who 
called  a  parliament  without  having;  authority  to 
do  fo,  and  procured  feveral  of  the  nobility  at 
Trim  to  fign  articles  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace  of  that  kingdom, 
tos*  Fitz  Symonds  pafiing  over  into  England  to  give 

an  account  of  his  government,  as  well  as  the  ftate 
of  the  kingdom,  the  earl  of  Kildarc  not  long  af- 
t^  hearing  that  he  was  impeached,  went  into  Eng- 
land alfo  i  but  the  lord  deputy  leaving  the  go- 
vernment 
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vernmcnt  in  the  hands  of  his  fon,  followed  him 

thither^  and  fo  far  prevailed  that  the  earl's  jufti-  -^ 

fication,  was  rcjedtcdj  and  he. was  fcnt.,oy^rprifo-  p^^) 

ner  to  ircland^   the  matter  being  referred  thither 

for  examination. 

Sir  Edward  Poyhings  knight  of  the  Garter  was 
the  next  I6rd  deputy^,  who  &t  himfelf  about  fup- 
prefling  by  all  poflilble  means  the  adherents  of 
rerkin  Warbeck,  who  as  fbon  as  he  arrived  made 

Scat  changes  in  the.  adminiftration  of  affairs.— 
e  made  Henry  Dean,  biftiop  of  Bangor,  lord 
chancellor.  Sir  Hugh  Conway  treafurer,  Thomas 
Bourin  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  Bench^  and  Sir 
John  Topcliff  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas^ 
while  Walter  Ever  was  made  chief  baron  of  the 
Exchequer  j  all  of  whom  were  Englifhmen  born^ 
land  were  fworn  members  of  the  Irifli  privy  coun- 
cil. ' 

In  conjundtion  with  the  earl  of  Kildarc  this  lord 
deputy  undertook  to  invade  Ulfter,  whither  fomc 
ofPerkin  Warbeck's  friends  had  retired,  and 
did  great  execution  among  the  Irifh,  neverthelefs 
<he  carl,  who  indeed  fcemed  deftincd  to  be  al- 
ways in  fome  embarraflment,  was  fufpefted  of  a 
confpiracy  with  0*Hanlon  to  deftroy  the  lord  de- 
puty; but  of  this  accufation,.  after  a  full  hearing 
he  was  afterwards  acquitted. 

However^  it  is  certain  that  the  earl  of  Kildare's 
brother  feized  at  this  very  time  on  the  caftle  of 
Caterlogh  ;  and  on  this  account  the  lord  deputy 
was  obliged  to  make  a  peace  with  0*Hanloh, 
and  the  Irilh  at  any  rate,  and  taking  their  oaths 
and  hoftages,  marched  to  that  caftle  and  invaded 
it,  which  furrcndcred  to  him  after  a  fiege  of  ten 
days,  and  the  affair  fcrved  to  prejudice  men  in 
their  opinion  concerning  the  fufpefted  earl,  of 
whohi  It  muft  be  thought  very  extraordinary  in- 
A  a  2  deed 
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deed  that  he  was  joined  with  the  lord  deputy  at  all 
in  this  expedition  againft  the  Iriih,'when  "^e  con- 
fider  all  that  had  paffed  before,  and  Hie  v^riotis 
fufplcicns  of  'and  acctrfarions  againft  ;hjni,  'tvhich 
feem  .to  render  him  an  unfit  perfon  to  te  em- 
ployed in  a  matter  of  fiich  a  natijre,  at  k^ft  at 
the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of. 

In  the  month  of  November^  In  the  year  four- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-four,  the  famotis  parlia* 
ment  fat  at  Drogheda,  which  cn^dted  the  follow- 
ing ordinances  : 

I.  That  the  treafufe^r  might  appbiht  bis  undif 
officers  here,  as  is  ufual  in  "England,  and  fhall  ac- 
count once  a  year  here  before  the*  baron?  of  the 
exchequer,  and  fuch  Of  the  council  as  'the  lord 
deputy  fliall  appoiht  %  and  the  fame  acobiints  to 
be  certified  into  Eti^lartd,  and 'fhiaH;^' determined 

,  and  fettled  there.     .  ' 

II.  That  r>o  minifter  of  juftice.  Viz.  the  chan- 
cellor, treaiifrer,  judges,  clerks,  or  mafter  of  the 
rolls;  nor  any  officer,  accomptant  fliall  have  their 
places  but  during  the  king^s  pleafutc. 

III.  An  .aft  annulling  a  prefcription  which  trai- 
'  tbrs  and  rebels  claimed  in  Ireland. 

[The  r^afon  of  which  aft  ^as  beCaUfe  RkhaAT 
duke  of  York,^  at  his  laft  being  in  Ireland,  cauftd 
a  law  to  be  made.  That  Ireland  ftiould  be  a  fan€- 
tuary  for  refugees,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  treafoft 
to  diftufb  any  body  there  byany  writ,  privy  fcal 
'  or  other  matters  from  England.] 

ly.  The  famous  ftatute,  commottly  called 
Poyning'^  aft,  that  no  parliament  ihouM,'  forthefCr- 
ture,  be  hofden  in  Ireland  until  the  chief  governor 
and  council  do  firft  certify  the  king  torrder  tfcc 
great  kiad  of  that  land^  as  well  the'catifes  tod  coft- 
fiderations,  as  the  afts  they  defign  to  pafe,  arid 
till  the  farht' be  approved  by  the "  king  Sfhdcouh?- 
*  cil,  and  a  licence  thereupon  do  iffuc  from  the 

king 
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king  ta  fummoQ  a  parliament  >  ^d  th^t  all  par- 
liaments hereafter  holdcn  in  other  manner  be  void 
and  of  none  effeft.  And  it  i$  to  be  noted,  That 
this  a£t;  waia  bjt  the  ftatute  of  28  Henry  VIII. 
c.  4.  and  c,  20.  fufpended  as  to  that  parliament, 
aud  by  the  ftatute  of  3,  4,  Philip  and  Mary  it  ^ 
is.  at  large  explained,  and  by  the  ftatute  of  1 1 
Elizabeth,  Poyning*s  adt  was  again  fufpended  or 
fyperieded,  as  to  that  parliament,  but  upon  fe-  * 
cond  thoughts,  and  in  another  feflion  a  law;  was^ 
ipadc  (11  JEUz,  c.  8.)  That  no  bill  Ihould,  for 
the  future,  be  certified  into  England,  for  the  re- 
peal of  Poyning's  aft,  until  firft  fuch  bill  fliould 
be  approved  ot  by  the  majority  of  both  hpufes  of 
parliament  in  Ireland. 

V!  That  all  the  ftatutes  againft  provifors  made 
in  England  pr  Ireland  be  put  in  execution  here. 

VI.  That  no  citizen  nor  townfnun  receive  li- 
very or  wages  from  any  nobleman  or  gentleman, 
neither  engage  themfelves  by  indenture  or  other- 
wife  to  any  lord  or  gentleman,  on  pain  of  being 
disfranphifed  and  expelled  the  corporation ;  and 
the  chief  magiftrate  tp  forfeit  twenty  pounds  if 
he  fails  to  puniflx  the  tranfgreffors  of  this  law  ; 
and  that  no  lord  or  gpntleman  ftiajl  retain  any, 
other  but  his  oHicecs  and  menial  fervarits,  on  pain 
of  twenty  pounds. 

Vlf.  That  none  JDC  aldermen,  jurors,  or  free- 
men 10  any  town,  but  fuch  as  have  bcen^  appren- 
tices or  conftar^c  iiihabicancs  there:  and  that  no 
plan  be  m^ypr  but  one  known  to  be  loyal,  nor 
any  lord  or  p[ther  be  made  privy  to  their  cbnfu.lta^ 
tion,  except  their  recorder,  on  pain  of  an  hun- 
dred anarks  ^-^and  all  their  by?-iaws  contrary^  t6 
the  king's  prerogative  and  jurifdiftion  to  be  void  j 
and  that  this  ad  be  recorded  in  every  .  corppra- 
tton.     .  ,  .   ,      ■ 

.       A  a  3  Yin.  nat 
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VIII.  That  the  ftatutes  of  Kilkenny  be  con- 
firmed and  executed,  except  thofe  about  ;he  Irift 
language,  and  riding  on  faddles. 

JX.  That  the  Ibbjefts  keep  bows  and  arrows. 

X.  That  the  captains  of  marches  do  prcfcnt 
the  names  of  their  retinue  by  indenture,  that  they 
may  anfwer  for  their  defaults  %  and  that  it  be  fe- 
lony to  fuccour,  or  wittingly  to  fuffcr  rebels  or 
enemies  to  pafs  the  marches,  and  that  every  pro- 
prietor of  land  in  the  marches,  do  refide  thereon, 
or  appoint  a  fufficient  deputy  fo  to  do,  on  pain 
of  lofiqg  his  eltate  during  his  abfence  ;  and  that 
all  people  near  the  marches,  from  fixteen  to  fixty 
be  ready  on  warning,  in  their  beft  defenfible  ar- 
ray, to  defend  the  fame. 

Xi.  That  no  man  compound  for  the  death  or 
murder  of  his  friend  or  relation,  nor  revenge  ie 
but  according  to  law. 

XII.  That  no  man  keep  firerarms  after  procla- 
mation, on  pain  of  twenty  pounds. 

Xill.  That  it  be  trcafop  to  ftir  up  the  Irifh  to 
make  war  on  the  Englifh,  or  any  body  to  make 
war  againft  the  chief  governor  of  Ireland. 

XIV.  That  pne  of  the  realm  of  England  be 
conftable  of  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  and  the  like  of 
Trim,  Lcxlip,  Rithfale,  Wicklow,  Green  Caftle, 
C^rlingford,  and  Carrickfergus  (rejpealed  ii  Car, 
I.  c.  6.) 

XV.  An  aft  concerning  the  records  of  Ulftcr, 
Connaught  and  Trim. 

Xyi.  That  the  lords  apjsfar  in  their  robc3 
every  parliament,  on  pain  or  one  hundred  ihil- 
Jings. 

XVII.  That  no  man  (hall  make  peace  or  war 
withoqt  the  confent  of  the  chief  goyernor,  on 
pain  of  one  hundred  pounds,  &c, 

XV|II,  That  no  man  take  money  or  horfc- 
ipcat  by  colour  of  cift,  reward  or  pthcrwife,  by 
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reaibn  of  any  menace  j  and  if  he  do,  the  giver  is 
to  forfeit  ^n  hundred  ihillings,  unjefs  he  com-r 
plains  feafonably ;  and  the  taker  is  to  fuffer  the 
punifhment  appointed  for  the  takers  of  Coigne  and 
Livery. 

XIX.  That  the  foldier  (hall  pay  three  half* 
pence  a  meal,  and  his  map  a  penny,  and  a  penr 
ny  for  fix  field-flieaves  of  oats,  and  litter  accord- 
ingly 5  and  whofoevcr  refules,  to  quarter  foldiers  at 
this  rate,  forfeits  twelve-pence  a  time,  unlcfs  he 
be  a  man  of.  twenty  marks  eftate  per  annum^  and 
except  (Titles  and  corporate  towns^ 

XX.  That  the  words  Cromambo  and  Butlerabo, 
and  fuch  like  words  of  fa&ion,  be  abolilhed. 

XXL  That  wilfyl  murder  be  high  treafon. . 

XXIL  That  all  the  ftatutes  lately  made  in  Engr 
land  concerning  or  belonging  to  the  public  weal, 
be  henceforth  good  and  effectual  in  Ireland.— « 
And 

XXIIL  That  the  ftatutes  made  by  the  lord  Gor^ 
manftown  aforefaid,  be  repealed  and  null. 

Befides  all  this,  it  was  enafted  alfo  by  this  par* 
lian^ent.  That  the  lord  treafurer  fhould  rule  the 
kingdom  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  furrender  of  the 

chi^  magiftr^te. That  the  king  (hould  have  g 

certain  fubfidy  out  of  every  fix  fcore  acres  of 
Jand. — That  all  the  aleniated  poflcflions  of  the 
knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  fhoujd  bq  re- 
fumed,  another  aft  was  made  for  a  farther  refump- 
tion  of  crown  lands,  and  one  for  attainting  Kildare 
for  correfponding  with  O'Hanlon  and  otjier  mifde- 
meanors  (though  he  was  afterwards  cleared  in  Eng- 
land, as  has  been  already  recited)  all  which  a& 
made  this  parliament  famous,  and  deferve  to  be 
faken  fome  notice  of  in  hiftory.  .; 

Perkii>  Warb^ck,  whom  we, left  in  Flanders,  at 

g  convenient   time   fct  fail  from   thence,  and  r^- 

fplved  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Kejit ; 

A  a  4  hm 
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but  the  people  cf  that  pounty  taking  arms  vxAtf 
pretence  of  joining  him,  fell  upon  a  body  <rf  his 
foHowens  whcHn  he  had  lent  on  (hore,  and  flew  aU 
bf  them  eicept  a  hundred  and  fifty  whom  they 
fent  prifoners  to  London,  which  Perkin  viewing 
from  his  rtiip$,  jioifted  fail  immediately  m  ordcF  to 
TttOTh  to  Flanddrs,  rejoicing  that  he  had  not 
hasar^ed  his  own  peribn,  as  at  firft  he  iiitcnde4 
|DdO|  among  thclfefecret  enemies. 

After  this  the-ydung  adventurer  landed  in  Mun- 
Ifter  -,  but  Poyniogs  having  taken  fuch  prpdent  mea» 
fures  that  he  was  not  likely  to  denve  any  con- 
siderable ainftance  from  the  Irifli,  he  altered  his 
plan,  and  paflM  over  %o  Scotland,  where  he  fo 
far  j^ailned  upon  king  James  that  he  undertook 
IX)  defend  his  caufe,  and'  gave  him  the  lady  Ca- 
dicrinfe  Gordon j  his  own  kinfwoman,  the  beauti* 
itil  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Hundyt  in  marriage, 
^nd,  in  confequence  of  his  promifc  that:  prince  did 
^ftually  invade  England  in  favour  of  Perkin, 
but  as  he  found  none  of  the  Northern  Englift 
JDitled  him  he  contented  himfelf  with  laying  waftc 
■Northumberland,  and  at  Henry's  approach  re- 
treated y^ith  all  fpeed  in  order  to  fecure  the  booty 
lie  had  taken  which  amounted  to  fomcthing  very 
cortfiderabte. — -i 

'When  Pc<'kin  was  quite  driven  out  of  Ireland 
-aAd  i\t!  (late  of  that  country  fomething  regylatfd 
by  the  cafe  of  Pbymngs,  the  king  repealling  him, 
fttade  him  a  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  appointed 
ttenry  Pean,  bifhop  of  Bangor,  chancellor  of  Ire-, 
land,  lord  juftice  in  his  room,  in  yHbofe  time  Hugh 
0*Donnel  having  defeated  O'Connor  near  SHgo, 
ttefic^ged  the  eaftle,-  but  hearing  that  the  Burks  ot 
Clanrickard  Y^ere  approaching,  made  a  hafty  re* 
trelit,  on  which  they  burned  and  deftroyed  his  ter- 
Tjtosries  in  reyenge  for  thebold^efs  of  his  attempt. 
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In  tii6  mean  time  the  earl  of  Kildare  was  kqit 
prifbnct  in  £n^ahd,  but  gave  fuch  blunt  and 
|mple  ahr\^ers  to  the  accuiations  laid  to  his  charge, 
is  induced  Henry  to  thinlc  he  was  belied,  becaulb 
he  feertied  (b  attlefs :  on  which  account  be  wai 
not  6nty  fyt  at  liberty,  but  fent  to  Ireland  lord 
^euteitant,  which^  it  is  fatd^  was  occafioned  by  ono 
0f  his  accuferS  faying  **  Ail  Ireland  cailnoii  go- 
vern this  man^"— -To  which  Henry,  who  did  not 
want  ready  wir,  replied,  "  Then  is  this  man  the 
more  fit  to  govern  all  Ireland."  And  fo,  n6t  wil^ 
Ting  to  lofe  the  jeft,  he  made  him  chief  magi&cate 
accordingly. 

When  he  arrived,  he  s^proved  himfelf  a  loyal  A.  i>, 
fubjeft  to  the  king,  be  took  and  razed  tte  caf-  ^^^ 
ties  of  feveral  of  the  Irifh  who^wcrc  in  arms,  and 
was  reconciled  to  his  old  enemy  the  archbiQiop 
of  Ardmagh.— By  his  advice  tte  king  pardoned 
thofe  great  men  in  Ireland  who  had  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  Ferkin  Warbeck^  which  was  a  very  po- 
litic ftep,  as  it  prevented  them  from  engaging  in 
tinother  rebellion  through  defpair : — Among  thefc 
were  the  earl  of  Defmond,  the  archbifhop  of  CafhcU, 
the  bjfliops  of  Cork,  and  Waterford,  and  many 
others  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Munfter, 
who  probably  did  not  expeft  fuch  clemency  at 
^he  hands  of  Henry, 

When,  after  many  difputes  and  bickerings,  the 
kings  of  England  and  Scotland  at  lafl:  came  to 
^  accomodation,  Henry  woqld  not  aliow  that 
jerkin  (hould  remain  with  his  new  protedbor,  and 
James  would  not  deliver  up  his  gucft  to  his  enc* 
my,  it  was  therefore  agreed  that  this  young  adveni- 
Twrer  and  his  lady  ftiould  be  difmifled  with  honour 
^nd  fefety,  ^d  conveyed  wherever  they  ^leavfed^ 
Pn  which  he  chofe  to  withdraw  to  Cork  v  but  on 
1)is  arrival  th^e  finding  h©  had  lefs  than  qver  to 
pc|^  fro Jn  the  Irifh,  after  ^nlilling  «  few  ioU 
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diers,  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  (bme  of  the 
Coniifh  men,  whom  the  weight  of  taxes  bad  oc- 
cafioned  to  take  up  arms,    came  over   to  head 
them,  and  took  upon  him  the  naine  and  tide  cf 
Richard  the  Fourth,  king  of  England,  &c. — ^ 
And  whether  he*  were  a  prince  or  not,  it  is  ccn 
tain  that  he  a6bed  the  part  of  one  fo  well  that  if 
the  land  had  not  been  ruled  by  one  of  the  wifcft 
kings   that  ever  fat  upon  any  throne,  he  would 
have  flood  a  fair  chance  of  fucceeding.     But  I^en- 
ry  had  fo  well  eft^blilhed  civil  government,  and 
lo  efieftually  clipped  the  wings  of  rebellion  among 
the  nobles  by  abolilhing  military  foUowings,  an4 
other  fuch  regulations,  and  was  withal  fo  vigilant 
and  fo  fortunate,  that  pe<^le  were  afraid  to  de-i 
clare  againft  him.-^Nor  would  Perkb  ever  have 
had  that   body    of   men  under   his    command, 
amounting  to  about  Gx  thoufand,  who  now  hailed 
him  monarch  of  the  ifland,  and  fet  him  up  in  a 
kind  of  mock  ftate,  if  the  king's  greatefl  vice  and 
weaknefs,  namely,   his  avarice,  had  not  created  4 
diflike  to  him  among  fome  of  the  people,  whq 
yet  were  generally  kept  far  more  under  than  they 
had  been  for  the  three  or  four  preceeding  reigns, 
— But  even  wh«i  Perkin  by  taking  this  advan^ 
tage  had  gathered  this  power  together,  he  found 
himfelf  unable  to  take  Exeter,  though  h^  aflaulte4 
it  with  great  fury,  which  difpiriting  his  followers, 
he  raifed  the  fiegc  and  withdrew  %q  Tauntcm,  where 
hearing  that  the  royalifts  under  the  command  of 
the  lord  Daubeney  were  in  full  march  to  give  him 
battle,  he  ftolc  away  from  his  forces,  and  took 
refuge  in  the  fanftuary  of  Beaulieu  in  Hampfhirc, 
on  which  the  infurgents .  finding  themfelves  aban* 
doned  by  their  leadS?r,  furrcndered  at  difcretionj 
fome  of  the  ring^aders  were  hanged  and  t^e  reft 
were  pardoned  and  li'perfed. — The  lord  Daube- 
ney afterwards  took  i?dy  Catherine,  t^i?  wife  of 
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Perkin,  who  being  brought  before  king  Henry 
5von  fo  much  upon  him   by   the    beauty  of  her , 
pcrfon,   and  the  modefty  of  her  deportment  that 
he  fent  her  to  attend  on  the  queen,  and  beftowed  on 
her  a  confiderable  penfxon. 

As  for  Perkin  himfcif,  a  pardon  being  proffered 
him,  he  furrendered,  and  was  condufted  to  Lon^ 
don,  through  which  city  he  rode  amidft  the  hiflcs 
and  derifion  of  the  populace,  which  he  bore  with 
gres^t  fortitude,  while  Henry  viewed  him  froin  z 
window  though  he  never  would  admit  him  into 
his  prefence.     After  this  unworthy  infult,  he  was 
committed  prifoncr  to  the  tower,  where  his  cap- 
tivity   was    rendered    rather  cafy    to    him  froni 
motives   of  policy,  which  ferved  two  ends  ^  the 
firft  was    that    01    obtaining    a    voluntary    con- 
feflion  from  him  that  he  was  an  impoftor  ;    the 
fccond    that    of  furnifliing  means  at    fome   fu- 
ture period  of  taking  away  his  life  with  a   co- 
lour of  law  and  juftice,    whereby  Henry,  as  he 
thought,  might  gratify  all  his  own  wiflies,    quiet 
his  fe^rs,  and  y^t  ft^nd  acquitted  of  the  charges  of 
cruelty  and  oppreflion.     The  fqbftance  of  the  con- 
feflion,   which  w»s  a  ftrange  one,  was  as  follows  : 

"  1  being  born  in  Flanders,  in  the  town  ofcampiom 
Turney,  put  myfelf  in  fervice  with  a  Briton  cal- 
led Pregent  Menp,  the  which  brought  me  with 
him  into  Ireland,  ^qd  yrhen  wc  were  there  ar-» 
rived  in  the  town  of  Cork,  tljey  of  the  town 
(becaufe  |  was  arrayed  with  fome  plothes  of  filk, 
of  my  faid  mailer's^  threeped  upon  m^  that  I 
Ihould  be  the  duke  of  Clarence's  fon,  that  was 
before  time  at  Divclin  \  and  forafmuch  as  I  de- 
nied it,  there  \fas  brought  unto  me  the  Holy 
i&vangelifts,  and  the  Crow  by  the  maypr  of  the 
town,  called  Ino  Lavallin,  and  there  I  took  my 
path.  That  I  was  not  the  faid  duke*s  fon,  nor 
pone  of  his  blood.    After  this,  came  to  me  an 
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Ergliibmars    whefc  name  wis  .StcjAen   Poytofw* 
wkh  one  John  Walter*  and  fwore  to  mc*  That 
they  knew  well  tjiat   I  was  king .  Richard's  bas- 
tard fon,   to  whom  I  anfwered  wkli  like  oaths,, 
that  I  was  not :  then  they  adviicd  tne  not  to  be 
afraidy  but  that  Ifhovild  take  it  upon  nie  boldly*, 
and  if  I   would  do  fo,  they  wpuld  aflift  me  widi 
all    their  power  againft  the  king  of   England  •, 
and  Aot  only  they^  but  they  were  aflured  that  the 
carls  of  Delmond  and  Kildare  Ibould  do  the  famc> 
for  they  pafled  50t  what  part  thcy^  took  fo  they 
might  be  avenged  oa  the  king  (^  England  v  and 
fo,   againil  my   will,  they  made  me  learn  Englilb, 
and  taught  me  what  I  mould  do  and  fay  ; — an4 
4ft^r  this  they  called  me  Richard  duke  of  York, 
fccond  fon  to  Edward  the  Fourth,  becaufc  king 
Richard's  baftard  fon  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
kir^  of  England.     And  upon  this,  they  entered 
into,  this  fall^  quarrel,  and  within  (hort  time  af- 
ter, the  French  king  fent  ambafladors  into  Ire- 
land, viz,  Lyot  Lucas^  and  Stephen  Frayn,  aD4 
fo  I  went  into  France,  and  thence  into  Flanders, 
and  thence  into  Ireland,  thence  into  Scotland,  and 
fo  into  England  again.'* 

'  One  cannot  read  the  above  with  ajiy  degree  of 
attention  without  perceiving  that  it  is  futile,  vague, 
and  even  in  fome  parts  contradiftor)'  •,  and  indeed 
it  is  ftr^ingc  th^t  a  man  of  Henry's  penetradoo 
fhould  not  have  obferved  it  likcwife.  iBut  perhaps 
the  reafon  why  he  did  not  make  an  objedion  to 
the  fqrm  of  it,  though  the  party  that  drew  it  up 
was  in  his  hands,  was  ^hat  as  he  had  given  Perkia 
to  underftand  he  fxpefted  him  to  make  a  ccu> 
feffion,  but  had  left  the  manner  of  drawing  it 
up  to  himfelf, .  in  order  to  avoid  the  ieaft  impu- 
tation of  compulffon,  though  it  did  not  prove 
what  it  was  exjX.^Sted  io  be,  the  fame,  reafon  he)d 
jgood'  for  lettiqg  the  failitre  p^s  unnoticed. — But 
whatever 
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'n^h^^cr  wtfc  Henry's  motives,  it  is  (Certain  mem 

were  little  fatisfied  with  the .  arguments  made  ufe 

^f  in  this  Inftruiiicnt,  and  wepe  r^thfcr  confirmed 

*than  ftaggci^ed  in  their  belief  of  this- impoftpr^  if 

l^e  ieaily  were  one. As  the  effedts  cements 

c^n  aftions  often  remain    when   they  themfclvcs 
arc  no  more, .*fq  it  happened  with  regard  to  Rich- 
ifd  the  Third,     The  myfterious'  manner  in  which 
'hiedifpofed'ofhis'brother's  children  occalioning  all 
"this  corffufion  in  a  ftiture  reign.  ,  Indeed  there  hav,c^^J^™^ 
1)ecn  many  'weighty  reafons   urged    in    modern 
"timfes  to  prove  that  the  perfon  called  Perkin  was 
the  real  duke  of  York,    though  in  that  cafe  it 
'tauft  be  allowed  .very  ftrange  that  he  ftiould  havp 
laiii  fo  long  concealed. — ^But,  without  entering  fat- 
her into  this  matter  we-  may  fairly  conclude  th^ 
whoever  this  pretender  to  the  crown  was,  H^ry 
'himfelf  was  -  by  no  means  aflured  he  was  an  im- 
:poftor,  otherwife  how  came  it  that  he  did  not  endea* 
•vour  to" bring  more  ftriking  proofs  that  he  was  fo,  as 
fee  had  done  in  the  cafe  of  Symnel,  who  was  firft- 
fet  up  in  all  probability  only  to  found  the  tem- 
pers of  the  people  before  the  Other  made  his  appear- 
ance, moll  certainly  the  matter  lay  heavy,  iipon  tHc 
fpirlts  of  Henry,  who  at  length  caufed  both  Perkiji 
and  the  real  earl  of   Warwick  to  be  executetj, 
lirhile  he  prud-ntly  affefted  to  defpife  the  falfeonr. 
There  is  little  more  on  record  concerning  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  in  this  reign,  except  two  or  jthrqe 
inconfiderable    (kirmilhes,    and    one  'great  battle 
which  Kildare  fought  in  Connaught  agairift  Ulicjk 
Burk,  and  his  Irifli  allies,  and  which  the  former 
ilcrtainly  won  ;    but  it  is  not  fo  certain  that  he 
could  have  flain  nine  thoufand  of  the  enemy  in 
a  battle  that  lafted  fome  hours,  without  having  one 
manon  his  own  fide  either  killed  or  wounded ;  j'ct 
.this  is  the  Englifli  account  of  the  matter,  which  I 

(hali 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S66      HISTOKY    or    IRELAND. 

fhall  rejeft  widiout  (crupk,  as  being  partial,  falfc^ 
;and  *^furd.    ' 

However,  the  earl  haid  the  ofdct  of  the  gartif 
conferred  upon  him  in  return  fbr  his  fervices,  awl 
remained  lord  juftice  at  the  death  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  which  happened  at  his  palace  at  Rict 
mond,  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  nine.. 

Henry  VIII  Arthur,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  king  dying  be- 
fore his  father,  and  leaving  no  iflue,  his  feond 
fon  fucceeded  to  the  crown  by  'the  name  of  Hen- 
ry the  Eighth,  king  of  England  and  France,  and 
lord  of  Ireland,  &c.  in  which  latter  country  he 
chofc  to  corttinue  the  great  officers  of  ftate  as  they 
ftood  at  his  aCceflion,  as  rightly  judging  that  i 
change  of  them  Would  be  more  likely  to  unhinge 
the  government  than  to  prove  any  way  fcrviccabfe 
to  its  interefts. 

On  this  account,  the  fucfceeding  year  the  cari 
was  made  lord  deputy. — About  the  fame  period, 
marching  into  Munfter  with  an  army  that  he  had 
levied  for  that  purpofe,  he  burned  and  ravaged 
the  country,  and  took  a  great  booty ;  but,  on  his 
return  from  this  expedition,  James  earl  of  Dcf- 
mond  Turlough,  0*Brian,  and  Mac  William,  i 
lord  of  the  Burks  fell  in  with  him  in  the  cOuntv 
of  Limerick,  and  after  a  defperate  battle,  in  which 
•both  parties  fuffered  much,  the  latter  obliged  thfe 
lord  deputy  to  make  a  retreat,  which  he  was  glad 
to  do,  nis  troops  being  fatigued  and  burdened 
with  the  fpoil  they  had  takert.— But  the  next 
fpring  he  made  a  more  fuccefsfiil  expedition  intio 
Ulfter. 

All  this  time  the  aftimofity  between  the  Gmld- 
ines  and  the  Butlers  had  continued,  which  firft  took 
birth  from  faftion,  and  afterwards  was  encouragpl 
by  envy* — And  at  one  time  it  went  fo  far,  twit 
James  earl  of  Ormond,  was  obliged  to  fly  to  a 

^  church  for  a  fanftuary ;    but  Kildaft  permitfitfg 
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him  to  come  out  unharmed,  a  kind  of  reconciliar 
tion  was.  made  for  that   time    between  die  two 

noblemen.- As  to  the  lord  deputy,   he  dying 

in  fifteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  his  fon  Gera)4 
already  lord  treafurer  fucceeded  Jiim  in  his  ofece, 
as  it  was  enadbed  by  parliament,  and  in  the  fuc* 
ceedihg,  year  he  defeated  fevcral  of  the  Irilh  chiefs, 
and  obliged  them  to  fly  to  their  woods  and  bogs 
for  Ihelter. 

To  him  fucceeded  for  a  time,  (probably  as  his 
fubflitute,)  William  lord  Gormanfton ;  but  we  hear 
of  nothing  worth  note  during  his  adminiilration, 
but  when  Gerald  returned,  being  made  lord  de- 
puty by  the  king,  he  fummoned  a  parliament, 
which  pafled  fome  good  a<^s  for  the  eafe  and  he* 
nefit  of  his  majefi:y*s  fubjecbs  refiding  in  Ireland. 

After  this  the  lord  deputy  invaded  Imaly,  flew 
Shane  O'Tool,  and  then  pafled  on  to  Clonmel 
and  other  places  where  he  had  equally  good  fuc- 
cefs  ;  neverthelefs  fome  of  the  citizens  of  Dub- 
lin attempting  to  follow  his  fteps  were  defeated 
and  obliged  to  retreat  with  more  hafte  than  they 
had  advanced  to  the  charge. 

This  period  was  marked  by  great  contentions 
between  Sir  Pierce  Butler  and  Sir  James  Or- 
tnond,  concerning  the  earldom  of  Ormond,  which 
the  former,  though  not  the  right  heir,  feized  and 
would  not  allow  the  latter  any  thing  towards  his 
fgbfiftance.  The  confequence  of  which  was  that 
Sir  Pierce  not  enduring  to  fee  his  wife,  who  was 
pregnant,  reduced  to  the  want  of  common  ne- 
ccflaries,  lay  in  wait  for  Sir  James,  whom  he  kil- 
led with  his  fpear,  and  enjoyed  the  efliat^  peace- 
ably ever  afterwards. 

In  the  mean  time  nothing  was  heard  in  £ng« 
land  but  complaints  about  the  mifmanagement  of 
the  carl  of  Kildare,  who  was  recalled,  and  Tho- 
mas Howard,    carl  of  Surry,    fubftitutcd  in  his 
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robTDj  in  whole  time  Con  Buckagh  0*Ncal  \n- 
Vaded  Mcath,  btit  irtipcd,  on  the  lord  lieutenant's 
approach,  and  aftenv^rds  ftnt  to  folidt  a  por- 
tion, "which  accordingly  was  granted  him.  «*—*-* 
And  Surry  was  x)rdcTTd  to  knight  him,  and  the 
kinjg-lcnt  hiro  a  collar  of  gold,  and  invited  him 
over  to  England. 

The  earl  of  KildareS  accufers  not  being  able 
to.  prove  apy  thing  againft  him  in  England,  he 
wasr  fct  at  liberty,  and  attended  Henry  to  France, 
where  he  was  prefcnt  at  the  pompous  meeting  be- 
tween the  two  kings,  which  at  that  time  made 
fuch  a  noife  over  Europe* 

While  Surry  was  chief  magiftrate,  he  gained 
rtany  advantages  over  the  Jrilh,  whom  it  'was  prc- 
ten^kd  Kildare  himfelf  had  Simulated  to  take  up 
arms  ;  but  this  was  an  aifertion  without   proof. 

Pierce,  earl  of  Ormond,  was  the  next  lord  de- 
puty I  aod  in  his  time  O'Neal  and  CyDonnel  wailed 
and  fpoiled  each  others  lands  in  Munfter,  and 
could  by  no  means  be  brought  to  a  reconcilia- 
lion,  and,  befides  this,  the  plague  raged  in  the 
ifland. 

The  earl  of  Kildare  returning,  there  were  great 
^^  jy  jealoufies  between  him'ind  the  earl  of  Ormonde 
Uzb!  and  a  favourite  of  the  latter's  being  flain  by  a 
follower  of  the  former,  on  this  occafion  the  com- 
plaints were  renewed  againft  Kildare  >  artd  after- 
wards were  brought  to  a  plain  impeachment  of 
treafon,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  being  Ibppofed 
to  favour  his  coulinj  the  earl  of  Defmonc^  in  a 
rebellion  he  had  planned. — And,  in  conicquencc 
of  thefe  matters,  the  earl  went  over  again  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge  in  Englartd. 

When  he  came  thither  he  was  impriibned  in 
the  tower  J  nevcrthelefs   he  made  a  bdd  defence 
before  cardinal  Wolfey  at  the  council  boards 
•  In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  earl  had  appointed  his 
uncle  Fitz  Gerald  his  deputy  in  Ireland  ;  but  he 
Was  obliged  to  furrendcr  to  Richard  Nugent^  lord 
of  Delvin,  who  having  fufpended  a  penfion  that 
was  formerly  paid  to  O'Connor  for  making  ir* 
ruptions  into  the  Pale,  the'  IriQi  chief  invited  him 
to  a  conference  in  order  to  prefer  his  complaint ; 
but  inftead  of  that,  he  took  the  deputy  prifoner, 
to  whom  Pierce,  earl  of  Oflbry  fucceeded  \  but 
he  could  not  get  his  prcdeceiror*s  releafe  granted 
b^  O'Connor,  whereupon  the  penfion  was  fuf- 
pended by  aft  of  parliament. 

But  all  this  while^  Kildare  was  iuppo^ed  to  car* 
ty  on  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  Defmond,  by 
means  of  the  lady  Slane,  his  daughter  -,  and  be- 
ing at  enmity  with  the  deputy,  every  thing  was. 
exaggerated  by  means  of  the  latter  at  the  court 
of  England,  whither  Kildare  repairing,  procured 
tKe  prefent  deputy  to  be  fuperfeded,  and  got 
liimfclf  appointed  chief  magiftrate  in  his  (lead, 
but  when  he  had  got  the  power  into  his  hands 
then  he  was  rafh  enough  to  turn  it  againft  all 
Uiofe  whom  he  adeemed  his  private  enemies,  con- 
federating with  the  Irifh  againil  them,  to  burn 
and  deftroy  their  lands,  and  perfuading  his  un- 
cles to  do  the  like  ;  the  confequence  of.  which 
Was^ — that  he  was  impeached  again  in  Eng- 
land, whither  he  would  this  time  have  excufed 
himfelf  from  going,  but  when  he  found  he  mult 
depart,  he  took  care  to  fortify  his  caftles,  and 
being  ordered  by  the  kirtg  to  leave  a  deputy,  for 
whole  conduft  he  could  be  anfwerable^  he  left 
his  own  fon  in  that  office,  after  giving  him  ibme 
good  advice,  which  however  he  had  not  modera- 
tion enough  to  follow,  the  want  of  which  proved 
his  ruin,  and  that  of  his  family. 

For,  fbme  time  after  the  earPs  departure,  a  re- 
porif  being  fpread  in  Dublin  that  he  w^s  beheaded 
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in  the  tower,  the  young  lord  deputy  immediately 
entered  into  a  confederacy  with  O'Connor  and 
others,  and  rode  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  armed 
men  to  Dublin,  where  entering  the  council  cham- 
ber with  this  crowd  at  his  hedbs,  inftead  of  taking 
his  place  at  the  board,  when  the 'members  rofc 
to  receive  him  he  thus  addreffed  *  them  : 

"  However  injurioufly  we  be  handled,  and  forced 
to  defend  ourfelves  ifi  arms,  when  neither  our 
fcrvicc  nor  good  meaning  towards  our  princess 
crown  availeth ;  yet  fay  not  hereafter,  but  in  this 
open  hoftility  which  here  we  profefs  and  proclaim, 
we  have  (hewed  ourfelves  no  villains  nor  churls, 
but  warriors  and  gentlemen.  This  fword  of  eftatc 
is  yours  and  not  mine  \  I  received  it  with  an  oath, 
and  ufed  it  to  your  benefit :  I  fhould  ftain  mine 
honour  if  I  turned  the  fame  to  your  annoyance:  Now 
have  I  need  of  mine  own  fword,  which  I  dare  truft; 
as  for  the  common  fword,  it  flattereth  me  with  a 
painted  fcabbard,  but  hath  indeed  a  peftilcnt  edge 
already  bathed  in  the  Geraldines  blood,  and  now 
is  newly  whetted  in  hopes  of  a  farther  deftruaiwi. 
Therefore  fave  yburfdves  from  tis,  as  from  open 
enemies.  I  am  none  of  Henry's  deputies,  I  am  his 
foe ;  I  have  more  mind  to  conquer  than  to  govern ; 
to  meet  him  in  the  field,  than  to  ferve  him  in 
office.  If  all  the  hearts  of  England  and  Ireland 
that  have  caufc  thereto  would  join  in  this  quanclt 
(as  T  hope  they  will)  then  fhould  he  foon  be  made 
fenfible  (as  I  truft  he  (hall)  of  his  tyranny  and 
cruelty,  for  which  the  ages  to  come  may  lawfully 
fcore  him  up  among  the  ancient  tyrants,  of  moft 
abominable  and  hateful  memory.'* 

To  which  extraordinary  fpcech  the  lord  chan- 
cellor made  the  following  reply  : 

*'  My  lord.  Although  hatred  be  commonly  the 
handmaiden  of  truth,  becaufe  we  fee  him  that 
plainlv  cxprcfTcth  his  mind,  to  be  for  the  more  part 
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of  moft  men  difliked  ;  yet  notwithftanding  I  am  fo 
well  aflfured'of  your  lordihip's   good  inclination 
towards  me,  and  your  lordfhip  fo  certain  of  my 
entire  afFcftion .  towards  you,  as  I  am  emboldened , 
(notwithftanding    this  company  of  armed  men) 
freely  and,  frankly  to  utter  that  which  by  me  de- 
clared and  by  your  lordfhip  followed,  will  turn . 
(God  willing)  to  the  avail  of  you,  your  friends,! 
allies^  and  this  country.    I  doubt  not  (my  lord) , 
but  you  know  that  it  is  wifdom  for  any  man  to 
look  before  he  leap,  and  to  found  the  water  before . 
his  fhip  hull  thereon ;  and  namely,  where  the  matter 
is  of  weight,  there  it  bchoveth  to  follow  found, 
fage,  and  mature  advice :  Wherefore  (my  lord)  fith 
it  is  no  may-game  for  a  fubjcft  to  levy  an  army . 
againft  his  prince^  it  lieth  your  lordfhip  in  hand . 
to  breathe  longer  on  the  matter,  as  well  by  fore- 
cafting  the  hurt,  whereby  you  may  fall  as  by  re-* , 
volving  the  hope  by  which  you  are  fed.     What 
fhould  move  your  lordfhip  to  this  fudden  attempt, 
I  know  not ;  if  it  be  the  death  of  your  father,  it 
is  as  yet  but  fccretly  muttered,  not  manifeftly  pub-^ 
lifhed  ;  and  if  I  fhould  grant  you,  that  your  zeal 
in  revenging  your  fathcr*s  execution  were  in  fome 
refpedl  to  be  commended  ;  yet  reafon  would  that  you 
fufpend  the  revenge  >intil  the  certainty  were  known. 
And  were  it  that  the  report  were  true,  yet  it  fland-- 
eth  with  the  ^uty  and  allegiance  of  a  good  fubjeft, 
(from  whom  I  hope  in  God  you  mean  not  to  difTcver 
yourfelf)  not  to  Ipurn  and  kick  againft  his  prince ; 
but  Gontrariwife,  if  his  fovercignbc  mighty,  to  fear, 
him ;   if  he  be  profitable  to  his  fubjcdts,  to  ho-, 
nour  him  j  if  he  command,  to  obey  him  •,  if  he 
be  kind,  to  love ;  if  he  be  vicious,  to  pity  •,  if 
he  be  a  tyrant,  to  bear  with  him  5   conudering, 
that  in  fuch  cafe  it  is   better  with  patience  to 
bow,  than  with  fiubbornnefb  to  break :  For  fa-, 
cred  is  the  name  of  a  king,  and  odious  is  the 
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name  of  rebcliion ;  the  one  from  Heaven  derived^ 
and  by  God  fhickied ;  the  other  forged  m  hcB 
and  by  the  devil  executed :  and  therefore  whofo 
vrill  obferve  hHlories,  or  weigh  the  jtifticc  of 
God  in  punUbing  malefaftors,  ihall  cafily  fee 
that,  albeit  the  fun  fliincth  for  a  time  on  them 
that  are  in  rebellion,  yet  foch"  fweet  beginnings 
arc  af  length  cla^)ed  up  with  Iharp  and  four 
ends.  Now  that  it  appeareth  you  otjght  not  to 
bear  armour  againft  your  king,  it  refteth  to  dif- 
cufs  whether  you  be  able  (though  you  weit 
willing)  to  annoy  your  king:  For  if  among 
mean  and  private  foes,  it  be  reckoned  for  f(rfly 
in  a  fecret  grudge  tp  profefs  open  hatred^  and 
where  he  is  not  able  to  hinder,  there  to  (hew 
a  willing  mind  to  hurt ;  much  more  oirght  your 
lordfhip,  in  fo  general  a  quarrel  as  this,  that 
concerneth  the  king,  that  touchedi  the  nobility 
that  appertaineth  to  the  whole  commonwealth, 
to  fordce  the  king's  power  on  the  one  fide,  and 
your  force  on  the  other,  and  then  to  judge  if 
you  be  able  to  cope  with  him,  and  to  put  him 
befide  the  cufhion ;  and  not  whilft  you  ftrive  ta 
fit  in  the  faddle,  to  lofe  (to  your  own  undoing) 
both  the  horfe  and  the  faddle, 

**  Kmg  Henry  is  known  to  be,  in  thefcour  days, 
fo  puiflfeit  a  prince,  and  fo  v^orious  a  worthy, 
that  he  is  able  to  conquer  foreign  dominions*, 
and  think  you  that  he  cannot  defend  his  own? 
He  tameth  kings,  and  judge  you  that  he  may 
not  rule  his  own  fubjefts?  Suppofe  you  con- 
quer the  land,  do  you  imagine  that  he  will  not 
recover  it  ?  Therefore  (my  lord)  flatter  not  your* 
felf  over  much ;  expofe  not  fo  great  affiance  either 
in  your  troop  of  horfemen,  or  in  your  band  of 
foptmen,  or  in  the  multitude  of  your  partakcr$» 
what  face  foever  they  may  put  now  on  the 
matter,  or  what  fuccefs  foever  for  a  feafon  thcf 
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have,  becaufe  it  is  eafy  for  an  army  to  vaftquiftx 
them  that  do  not  refill ;  yet  hereafter,  when  the 
king  fhall  lend  his  power  into  this  country,  you 
(hall  fee  your  adherents,  like  flippery  changellings, 
pluck  in  their  horns ;  and  fuch  as  were  content 
to  bear  you  up  by  the  chin,  as  long  as  you 
could  fwim,  when  they  efpy  you  finking,  they 
will,  by  little  and  little,  fhrink  from  you,  and 
perchance  will  duck  you  over  head  and  eard. 
As  long  as  the  gale  pufieth  full  in  your  fails,  doubt 
not  but  divers  will  cleave  unto  you,  and  feed  on  you, 
as  crows  on  carrion ;  but  if  any  dorm  happen  tt> 
bluiter,  then-  will  they  be  fure  to  leave  you  poft 
alone  fticking  in  the  midft  of  fands,  having  leaft 
help  when  moft  need.  And  what  will  then  en^ 
fue  of  this  ?  The  branches  will  be  pardoned,  the 
rootapprehendcd,  your  honour  diftained,  your  houfe 
attainted,  your  arms  reverfed,  your  manours  razed, 
your  doings  examined ;  at  which  time,  God  know- 
eth  what  a  heart*burning  it  will  be«  when  that  with 
no  colour  may  be  denied ;  which  without  (hame  can* 
not  be  confelTcd.  My  lord,  I  pour  not  out  oracles 
as  a  foothfayer  $  for  I  am  neither  a  prophat  nor  fon 
of  a  prophet :  But  it  may  be  that  I  am  fome  frantic 
Caflandra,  being  partner  of  her  foirit  in  telling 
the  truth,  and  partaker  of  her  misfortune,  in  that 
I  am  not,  (when  I  tell  the  truth)  believed  of 
your  lordfhip,  whom  God  defend  from  being 
Priamus. 

'•  Weigh  therefore  (my  lord)  the  nobility  of 
your  artccS?ors',  remember  you  father's  late  exhorta- 
tion V  forget  not  your  duty  to  your  prince  %  con-i 
fidcr  the  eftate  of  this  poor  country  -,  with  what 
heaps  of  curfes  you  fhall  be  loaded,  when  your 
foldiers  fhall  rifle  the  poor  fubjeft^,  and  fo  far  en- 
danger the  whole  realm,  as  they  are  not  yet  born 
that  fhall  hereafter  feel  the.fmart  of  this  uproar. 
You  have  not  gone  fo  far  biu  yQu  may  turn  home  y 
B  b  3  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


374         HISTORY    of    IRELAND. 

the  king  is  merciful;  your  offence,  as  yet,  not 
over  heinous,  cleave  to  his  clemency :  abandon  this 
headlong  folly}  which  I  crave  in  moft  humble  wife 
of  your  lordfliip ;  for  the  affe^ion  you  bear  the 
country,  and  tor  the  rcfpcft  you  have  to  your 
own  fafcty,  whom  God  defend  from  all  traitcrous 
and  wicked  attempts/' 

But  this  fpeecn,  how  moving  foever,  had  no 
other  eQe(5i;  than  occafioning  Fitz  Gerald  to  tdl 
the  chancellor,  that  he  did  not  come  thither  to  aik 
counfel,  but  to  make  them  acquainted  with  his 
intentions,  and  on  the  whole,  that  he  loved  and 
revered  his  father,  and  would  revenge  his  cauic 
t— Having  faid  this,  he  furrendered  the  fwonl 
and  departed  abruptly  with  his  guards  from  the 
council  chamber,  being  willing,  if  he  were  a  rebel, 
9t  kail  to  (hew  himfelf  an  open  one. 

Having  thus  declared  war  with  his  prince,  think- 
ing there  was  now  no  time  to  be  loft,  he  firft  in- 
vaded Kilkenny,  and  afterwards  Fingal,  defeating  a 
body  of  men  chat  fallied  out  of  Dublin  to  intercept 
fome  provifions,  and  killing  eighty  of  them  in  the 
rncounter. -^Immediately  upon  this  viftory,  Fita- 
Gerald  fent  the  citizens  word,  that  though  he  couid 
deftroy  Dublin,  he  would  not,   if  they  would  fuSer 
him  to  befiege  the  caftle  without  any  interruption  on 
their  parr,  which  they  accordingly  agreed  to,  at  the 
fame  time  difpatching  an  account  of  the  matter  to 
the  king,  and  having  ^befides  furnifhed  the  caftle 
wiih  ammunition  and  provifions;  but  thearchbifhop 
not  chufing  to  truft  to  (he  ftrength  of  the  fortrefs, 
ftole  Qut  in  the  night,  and  embarked  for  England, 
but  the  veflcl  being  ftranded  atCIontarf,  was  forced 
to  go  to  the  village  of  Torcain,    whither  Fitz* 
Gerald  4nd  his  uncles  came  foon  after,  and  caufed 
\kim  to  be  taken  out  of  bed  and  brought  before  him 
in  his  (hirt,   who  fupplicated   them   in   the  moft 
moving  terms  to  fpar^  bis  life,    Qn  which  Fitz- 
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Gerald,  turning  away,  faid  in  Irilh,  Btr  worn  a 
hiddagh,  which  fignifics,  **  Remove  the  clown  j" 
meaning,  that  the  prifoner  (bould  be  taken  out  of 
his  Gght  5  but  (bnfie  of  his  followers  affefting  to 
mifundcrftand  their  matter,  immediately  fell  upon 
the  archbilhop,  atid  beat  his  brains  out  upon  the 
fpor.  The  rebels  afterwards  took  captives  fomc 
oiher  perfons  of  note,  and  having  obtained  the  con- 
fent  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  fet  themfelves  to  work 
to  befiege  the  caftle,  and  alfo  committed  great 
depredations  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny.  But  al- 
derman Herbert,  who  had  been  fcnt  to  the  king, 
returning  with  encouragement  from  his  majefty  to 
the  Dublin  men  to  defend  themfelves,  they  made  a 
refolution,  That  no  faith  was  to  be  kept  with 
traitors,  and  ordering  the  gates  to  be  (hut,  fell 
upon  the  beficgers,  feme  of  whom  they  made  pri- 

foners. Fitz-Gerald  hearing  of  this,  marched 

from  Kilkenny  towards  Dublin,  and  in  his  paf- 
fage  rook  fevcral  children  belonging  to  the  people  of 
that  city,  who  were  then  at  fchool  in  the  country, 
and  fent  to  expoftulare  with  thofe  who  had  broken 
the  league,  and  to  demand  that  his  men  (hould  be 
fet  at  liberty,  which  being  refufed,  he  detained  the 
children  in  revenge,  and  begun  to  difpofe  matters 
for  rhc  renewal  of  the  attack  upon  the  caftle,  in 
which  artempc  however  he  was  baffled  and  forced 
to  retreat,  his  foops  being  routed  in  a  fally  of 
the  Englifh,   and  himfelf  with  difficulty  efcaping. 

Aft^r  this  defeat^  he  fent  again  to  treat  with  the 
citizens,  making  the  following  demands  upon  then\: 

I.  That  his  men,   whom  they  had  taken  prifonecs 
(hould  be  releafed. 

II.  That  the  citizens  (hould  pay  one  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  and  five  hundred  pounds  in  wares. 

III.  That  they  (hould  furnifti  him  with  artillery 
and  ammunition. 

•  IV.  That  they  (hould  maksintcrcelTlonwirhtheking 
(0  cbtain  pardon  for  himfelf  and  his  followers. 
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To  which  the  citizens  returned  this  anfwer : 

L  That  they  would  reloUe  his  meo,  if  be  woqkl 

fee  their  children  at  liberty. 

If.  That  being  impoveriQied  by  his  w^^rst  they 

could  neither  fparc  w^rcs  nor  money. 

III.  That  if  he  int^mjed  (o  fubmif»  he  couk}  bai^ 
no  need  of  them. 

IV.  That  they  would  make  all  the  int^rcdSoo 
they  could,  either  by  word  or  letter. 

On  which  Fit:t-Ger^d  agreed  to  the  citizei^ 
terms,  and  the  matter  was  fo  far  fettled.  But 
;though  be  hinted  his  intention  of  fubmitting,  yet 
he  ilood  ifi  arn)s,  taking  and  deftroying  things  as 
in  an  enemy's  covintry,  ^qd  vanquiftied  a  rc^inforce- 
ment  that  came  from  England,  and  were  con>« 
manded  by  the  two  Hamertons,  as  they  were  oo 
their  road  to  Dublin. 

—  Soon  after,  befides  many  levies,  Sir  WilUam 
SkefSington  arrived  at  Dublin,  who  was  appointed 
to  take  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  lord  deputy,  and 
ibme  of  the  Englifh  fleet  encountering  Brade  the 
pyrate,  ran  his  veflel  on  fhore,  and  took  himfelf 
imd  nine  of  his  men,  whom  they  fcnt  prifoners  to 
publin  •,  on  which  Fitz-Gerald  threatening  to  be- 
fiege  Tredagh,  Skeffington  marched  that  way, 
proclainKd  the  late  lord  deputy  a  traitor,  and 
ftaid  in  that  quarter  as  lon^  as  he  found  it  nc^ 
feflary  to  av^rt  the  danger. 

In  the  mean  time  Fitz-Gerald,  having  feeh  that 
fix  ftrong  caftlcs  he  ooflSeflS^d  ini  Ireland  were  well 
garrifoned  and  provided,  went  into  Connaught,  in 
prder  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  by  an  alliance  with  the 
antient  natives  •,  but  whilft  he  was  gone,  the  lord 
deputy  laying  fiegc  to  Minooth,  tlwt  fortrefs  was 
furreadered  to  him  by  the  perfidy  of.  one  Farefe, 
ipho  h^d  made,  what  he  thought,  advantageous 
terms  for  himfelf  with  the  befiegers;  but  as  he 
iiad  forgotten  to  ftipulate  for  the  fftfety  of  his  per- 
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fen^  tjne  )ord  d^uty  ordered  his  demands  to  be  firft 
paid  h^m,  and  then  had  him  executed  as  a  traitor. 

Thp  rumender  of  this  caiftle  proved  the  ruin  of 
Fitz-Ger^kl's  affairs,  for  though  he  had  concluded 
his  intended  alliance^  yec  had  ftajred  too  long 
^bout  it  for  his  intereft ;  for  his  a^y,  though  it 
amounted  to  feven  tboufand  men,  being  difpirited 
.  fijt  what  had  happened,  began  to  fall  away  from  him  1 
and  the  lord  deputy  afterwards  defeating  him  in  a 
pitched  battle,  he  could  no  more  appear  at  the  head 
of  any  confiderahle  body  of  troops,  but  carried  on 
a  piratical  war,  ruining  and  fpoiling  the  countr^^ 
till  at  length,  being  grown  quite  weary  pf  thtt 
fort  of  life,  he  furrenderttl  at  dilcrecipn  to  Sir 
William  Brereton,  and  rode  with  him  txx  Dub* 
lin. 

This  prompt  fubmiflion  feems   to  have  been 
made  by  Fits    Gerald,    in  hopes  that  by   thus 
throwing  himfelf  voluntarily  into  the  king's  power 
he  niight  in  fome  meafuic  atone  for  hisrebeL- 
Vion ',  but  he  was  deceived  in  Henry ;  for  an  cx>- 
x)Qfition  to.  the  will  of  that  prince  in  matters  nur 
lefs  flagrant  was  not  fo  eafy  to  be  forgiven,  and 
as  this  revolt  ,had  vexed  him  to  the  heart,  he  re- 
folved  that  the  author  of  it  fhouid   not  efcape 
his  vengeance,     He  therefore  ordered  Fit2 '  Ge. 
raid  to  be  arretted  on  his  way  to  Windfor,  and 
be  and  his  five  uncles  to  be  hanged,  though  three 
of  them  had  long  oppofed  their   nephew^s  pro- 
ceedings*— As  to  the  old  earl  of  Kildare,  he  died 
in  priion  of  grief,  as  it  is  laid,  £br  his  fon's  vio* 
lent  behaviour,  who  had  neither  loyalty  fufficicnt 
to  keep  meafures  with  his  prince,  nor  prudence 
enough  to  retain  that  power  in  his  hands,   which 
might  have  rendered  his  attempts  fuccefsfuL^^**^ 
And  thus  ended  this  revolt,  with  great  trouble  to 
(be  kin^  aad  his  fubje^ts  on  the  one  hand,  apd 
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with  the  almofl:  total  ruin  of  z  noble  family  on 
the  other. 

The  lord  deputy  dying  at  Kilmanhainit  Leo- 
nard lord  Grey  fucceed^  to  his  place,  during 
whofe  adminiftration  part  of  the  army  being  ill- 
paid^  mutinied,  and  lome  of  the  ringleaders  d 
the  infurredion  were  hanged,  on  which  fome  re- 
gulations relative  to  the  troops  and  other  mat- 
ters of  importance  were  propofed  and  fubmitted 
CO  the  judgment  of  the  king  and  council. 

—By  this  time  k'mg  Henry  having  quarrel- 
led with  the  pope  on  account  of  his  holineis*s 
dilapprobation  of  his  divorce  from  Catherine  of 
Arnigon,  hadhaniihed  the  pontiff's  authority  out 
of  England,  and  every  where  favoured  the  preachers 
of  the  new  doftrine,  one  of  whom,  George  Brown, 
was  this  year  confecrated  archbilhop  of  Dublin. 

And  belid^  this  th^  king  had  fent  commiflioners 
into  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  banifh  the  pope^s 
authority  out  of  that  country,  on  which  the  arch- 
bilhop above-mentioned  fent  the  following  letter 
to  Cromwell,  whp  was  lord  privy  feal  at  that 
time  in  England  : 

My  mod  honoured  lord, 

•'  Your  humble  fervant  receiving  your  mandate 
by  one  of  his  highnefs's  commiflioners,  hath  en- 
deavoured almoft  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  to  pro- 
cure the  nobility  and  gentry  to   due  obedience, 
in  owning  his  highnels  tor  their  fupreme  head,  as 
well  fpiritual  as  temporal,  and  do  find  much  op- 
pugning therein,   efpecially  by  my  brother  Ard- 
magh,   who  hath  been  the  main  oppugner,  and 
fo  hath  withdrawn  moft  of  his  fufllragans  and  cler* 
gy  within  his  fee  and  jurifdidHon.     He  made  a 
fpcech  to  them,   laying  a  curie  upon  the  peoph 
whofoever  Ihould  own  his  highnels's  fupremacy, 
faying.  That  this .  iOc,   as  is  in  the  Irifh  chronic 
clc,  Infula  Sacra,  belongs  to  none  but  the  bifliDp 
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bf  Rome,  and  that  it  was  the  bifliop  of  Rome's 
predeceflbrs  gave  it  to  the  king's  anceftors.— — 
There  are  two  meflengers,  by  the  ^;/iefts  of  Ard- 
xnagh,  and  by  that  archbilhop,  now  lately  fent  to 
the  bifliop  of  Rome.  Your  lordlhip  may  inform 
his  highnefs,  that  it  is  necefTary  to  call  a  par^ 
liamentin  this  nation  to  pafs  the  fupremacy-aft ; 
for  they  do  not  much  matter  his  highn^fs's  com- 
.miflion  which  you  fent  oven  This  ifland  hath 
be^  for  a  long  time  held  in  ignorance  by  the  Romiih 
orders,  and  as  for  their  fecular  orders,  they  are, 
in  a  manner,  as  ignorant  as  the  people,,  being  not 
.able  to  fay  mafs,  or  to  pronounce  the  words, 
they  not  knowing  what  they  themfelves  fay  in  the 
Roman  tongue.  The  common  people  in  this  ifle 
are  more  zealous  in  their  blindnefs  than  the  iaints 
and  martyrs  were  in  the  truth  at  the  beginning 
of  the  gofpel.  I  fend  to  you,  my  very  good  lord, 
.thefe  things,  that  your  lordfhip  and  his  highnefs 
may  confult  what  is  to  be  done.  It  is  feared 
O'Neil.will  be  ordered  by  the  bifhop  of  Rome 
to  oppofe  your  order  from  the  king's  highnefs ; 
for  the  natives  are  much  in  number  within  his 
power.  I  do  pray  the  Lord  Chrift  to  defend  your 
JordOiip  from  your  ene;Tiics/* — 

The  parliament  meeting  in  May  was  adjourned 
to  Kilkenny,  and  afterwards  to  Cafhell  and  to 
Dublin ;  but  while  the  members  of  that  aflenibly 
were  bufied  in  cnading,  there  were  others  of  that 
country  who  were  no  lefs  buly  in  breaking  the 
laws,  and  anwngft  other  things  O'Connor  took 
this  opportunity  of  invading  the  Pale,  to  draw 
him  from  whigh*the  lord  Trimlctftown  entering 
Ophaly  burned  and  laid  waftc  the  country. 

The  parliament,  in  the  mean  time,  after  many 

E'orogations  and  adjournments  had  paffed  the  fol*- 
wing  afts  : 

L  An 
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L  An  ad  for  the  attainder  of  the  carl  o^Kil- 
tiarc  and  his  aflfociates. 

n.  An  2&  coafirmin^  the  kill's  marriage  with 
Ann  BuUea,  and  legitimatii^  the  iflue  of  fudi 
marriage,  as  alfo  making  it  trcafon  to  aft  or 
write,  and  a  mifprifion  of  treafon  to  fpeak  againft 
it,  depriving  the  offender  of  the  benefit  of  fane- 
tuary  ;  and  fettling  the  fuccefl9on^  (in  which  the 
princeis  Elizabeth  was  comprehended  by  name,) 
prefcribing  an  oath  to  be  taken  refpe&ing  foch 
Settlement,  which  k  was  made  mifprifion  of  treafM 
to  rcfiife. 

III.  An  aft  relative  tx>  abientees,  by  which  the 
eftates  of  fevcral  noblemen  and  others  were  vcfted 
in  his  majefty. 

IV.  A  fufpenfion  6f  Poyning*s  aft, 

V.  An  aft  confirmipg  tte  king^s  ecc][efia(bc4 
as  well  as  civil  fupremacy,  and  declaring  that 
there  was  a  -power  veiled  in  the  king  to  reform 
and  redrefe  herefies,  errors,  &c. — And  that  hit 
commiffioners  fhould  take  no  proxies  for  their  vi- 
Station  y  but  convenient  meat,  drink,  and  k>d^ng, 
Qia  pain  df  four  times  the  value. 

Yl.  That  there  (houkl  be  no  appe^  to  Rome^ 
on  pain  of  preminure-,  and  that  the  chancellor^ 
with  the  conlent  of  the  two  chief  julHces,  the 
softer  of  die  rolls,  and  the,  vice-treaiurer,  or  any 
two  of  them,  m^hc  aflign  delegates  to  hear  and 
determine  aU  appeals  to  the  cbieif  governor. 

VII,  An  aft  agunft  flandering  the  king^or 
queen,  or  their  title,  &c.  and  that  thofe  guilty 
oi  high  treafon  IhouM  not  have  the  benefit  of 
^ftuary  ;  and  that  treaibns  conmiicted  beyond 
^a  might  be  tried,  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  all  eftates 
af  inheritance  ihodd  be  fi)rfeiced  for  high  tiea- 

VIIL  Tha« 
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'  Vni.  That  the  cfcrgy  pay  annates  or  firft  fruits,  . 
f .  t.  a  year's  prpfir,  and  pay  or  compound  before 
pbfleAion :  the  chancellor,  matters  of  the  roils, 
and  vicc-trcafurcr,  or  any  two  of  them  wfiarof 
the  vicc-treafufer  to  be  one,  or  any  others  com- 
miflioned  by  the  king,  naight  compound  a!hd  gire 
inftalmenrs.  That  the  bonds  ibt  ftrft  fruits  fhould 
have  the  elfefts  of  bonds  of  the  ftaple,  and  ei^t 
pence  to  be  p^d  for  a  bond,  and  tour  pence  for 

an^oqtiittance,  andnamoie. 

IX.  An  aft  to  veft  in  the  kin^  Sir  Walter  Dfe* 
lahtde's  lands  in  Carbry,  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
dare.  # 

X.  That  if  the  robber  or  felon  be  found  guilty 
upon  an  indiftment,  by  means  or  proiecutton  of 
the  party  robbed,  that  dien  he  (hould  have  refli- 
tution  as^  if  rt  had  been  done  upon  an  appe^ 

*  XL  An  aft  to  fupprefs  all  tributes,  penfions, 
and  Irifh  exaftions  claimed  by  the  Irifh  from  towns 
or  peribns  for  protcftion. 

XI.  An  iaft  agaihft  the  pope,  to  fopprcft  h« 
ufurpations,  and  to  make  it  premunire  to  defend 
ofr  aflert  his  ufurpcd  authority  or  jurifdtftion  5 
and  that  all  perfons^  ecclefiaftic^  or  laymen,  that 
have  office  or  benefice,  fhould  take  the  oath  of 
fupremacy  mentioned  in  the  aft,  and  the  refufal  of 
the  oath  to  be  treafon, 

XIII.  That  the  king  and  his  heirs  and  fuccet* 
fol^  for  ever  fhould  have  the  twentieth  part  of  the 
yearly  profits,  revenues, .  rents,,  farms,  titles,  of- 
fering's, and  emoluments,  fpiritual  and  tempofal, 
belonging  to  any  archbiftioprick,  bilhoprick,  ab- 
bacy, monaflery,^  priory,  arch-deaconry,  deanry, 
hofpital,  comandry,  college,  houfe  coUegatc,  pre- 
bend, cathedral  church,  collegiate  church,  con- 
vtrtual  church,  parfonage,  vicarage,  chauntry,  or 
free  chapel,  or  other  promotioli  fpiritual,  what-- 
ieever. 

XIV.  That 
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XIV.  That  no  fubjccc  fiiould  be  fliavcd  above 
his  ears,  or  wear  glibbs  or  crom-meals,  i.  t.  hair 
on  the  upper  lip  *,  or  linnen  dyed  in  faffron,  or 
above  feven  yards  of  linnen  in  their  Ihifcs  ;  and 
that  no  woman  wear  any  kirtle,  or  coat  tucked 
up,  or  embroidered  or  gamifhed  with  (ilk,  or 
coached  or  laid  with  ulker,  after  the  Irilh  falhion, 
and  that  no  perfon  wear  mantles,  coats,  or  hoods 
after  the  Iri(h  fafliion  (except  women,  horie^boys, 
cow-boys,  and  foldiers,  at  the  rifings-out  and  hoft^ 

I  ings,  which  may  all  wear  mandes)  and  that  every 

body  endeavour    to  learn  the  Englifh  language, 
and  conform  to  the^Engllfti  falhion,  &c, 

XV.  That  bencnccs  Ihould  not  be  given  to 
any  that  could  not  fpeak  Englilh,    (unlets  after 
four  proclamations  in  the  next  market  town  to 
the  benefice,  on  four  feveral  market  days)  a  per- 
(on  that  could  fpeak  Englifh  could  not  be  got  ;* 
but  that  then  an  honeft  able  Irifhman  mi^ht  be . 
admitted,  on  his  oath  that  he  would  do  nis  ut- , 
moft  endeavour^  to  learn  the  Engtifh  language, 
and  obferve  the   Englilh  order  and  falhion,  and 
teach  thofe  under  him  to  do  the  like }  and  he  was 
to  keep  an  Englifh  fchool  in  his  parilh  for  that  pur^ 
pofe,  ccc. 

XVL  An  aA  for  the  fupprcflion  of  abbeys. 

XVII.  An  a£t  againli  tranlporting  of  wool  and 
flocks. 

Xyill.  An  aft  about  the  proof  of  tefb- 
ments. 

XIX.  The  aft  of  faculties,  prohibiting  the  fub« 
cdts  from  paying  any  penfions,  portions,  Peter- 
pence,  or  any  other  impofitions  for  the  ufe  of  the 
pope,  and  extinguilhing  and  rup[Sreffing  them  for 
ever;  and  authorifmg  commilTioners  appointed  by 
the  king  to  grant  faculties  and  difpenfations -,  as- 
the  archbiihop  of  -Canterbury  did  in  England. 

XX.  That 
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XX,  That  Poyning's  aft  be  fufoendcd. 

XXL  An  aft  for  limitation  ot  adion  on  pe- 
nal ilacutes,  viz.  that  actions  in  the  king's  name 
be  commenced  within  three  years  after  the  of. 
fence,  and  aftions  popular  within  one  year. 

XXII,  An  adt  for  proftrating  the  wares  on 
the  river  Berrow,  &c. 

'XXIIL  An  a&'  for  uniting  and  annexing  the 
parfonages  and  vicarages  of  Dungarvin,  &c.  to 
the  crown. 

XXIV.  That  no  body  fhould  prefume  to  leafe 
com  whilft  there  were  any  ftacks  or  ricks  of  corn  in 
the  field  ;  and  that  every  man  that  could  keep  his 
child  at  fchool  (hould,  at  ten  years  of  age,  put 
him  to  handicraft  or  huibandry. 

XXV.  That  the  leafes  made,  or  to  be  made  by 
the  king's  commiffioners,  viz.  Saintleger,  Paw- 
let,  &c.  be  good  and  valid,  any  defeft  of  inqui- 
firion  or  office,  &c.  notwithftanding. 

XXVI.  Laftly,  An  a&  for  the  firft  fruits  of 
the  great  abbeys  and  monafteries,  &c.  which  were 
not  veiled  in  the  king  by  the  above  ad." — 

James  earl  of  Defmond  fucceeding  to  his  fa- 
ther, began  to  occaGon  more  troubles  at  this  tim^ 
in  Munfter ;  but  he  received  feveral  checks  from 
the  lord  Butler,  who  wafted  his  lands  iand  proceed- 
ed to  reduce  feveral  places;  although  a  muti- 
ny among  his  troops  put  him  afterwards  to  many 
ftraits,  and  in  a  great  meafure  prevented  him 
from  reaping  the  miits  of  his  enterprife.  Ano- 
ther expedition  he  made  into  Connaugh,t  met  with 
little  fuccefs.  It  was  undertaken  ^gainft  O'Conr 
nor,  who  had  made  fuch  depredations  as  amount- 
ed to  the  damage  of  five  thoufand  marks ;  yet 
the  lord  deputy  being  hindered  by  tke  heavy  rains 
from  profccuting  his  defigns,  compounded  for 
eight  hundred  beeves,  or  fix  and  eight  pence  for 
tach  in  money  in  their  room. 

After 
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After  thiS|  reCeiviRg  inftrudions  from  t£e  En^lh 
C6drc  t6  ftitCt  m  the  IriOi  to  acknowledge  the  kiog^a 
Ibpfi^hiacf,  and  t6  contribute  men  and  money  to^ 
Wird%  (he  ibppOrt  of  the  governmenr,  he  made  t 
progreft  thrdUgh  fcveral  of  their  territories,  whert 
ne  obtairi^d  (he  fobmiffioh  of  ilvany  of  them,  whpm 
he  bound  by  oath  and  indenture,  yet  When  he  fctii 
H^nry;  dn  atcfoUht  of  his  fucceG,  that  prince  is 
fkid  (0  have  obferVed  thit  thefe  oaths'ahd  indenture^ 
were  of  little  worth,  becaufe  they  had  not  givcii 
hoffagW  fof  the  keeping  of  them* 

Ithin  teMrniflldners  wcrt  appointed  to  treat  witn 
th^  earl  of  D^cdond,  at  dlonmel  i  but  ht  refuGi^ 
ro  ^nter  a  walled  town,  according  to  the  ancient 
privilege  granted  his-  family,  they  were  obliged  to 
(Wat  v^lth  hitli  \t\  hii  caiftp,  where  they  received  bi$ 
6a(hs  at)d  fubmiffio'n,  and  PheHm  Roe  and  Mao 
Murrough,  and  at  Idhglh,  O'Neal  followed  ihetf 
example ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  fear  of  the  lord 
deputy's  forces  reducled  him  to  do'  fo  j  however,  lib 
fubmillioh  was  received,  and  he  fwore  to  fight  fof 
the  king  a^lt^ft  th):  whole  world. 
'  Afxerwirds  cotntt^iflioners  were  fent  oveftb  enqt)ift 
eoncernitig  the  abettors  of  the  late  rebellion,  who 
vttre  empowered  to  gfaiit  general  pardons^  and  to 
be  adUlant  tb  itit  lofd  demity  and  council  in  fettlioa 
the  revenue  i  artd,  in  the  February  following,  the  ean 
of  OJTofy  whbfe  fannily  was  at  entQity  with  the  lohl 
deputy,  was  rcftorcd  to  the  title  of  earl  of  Or« 
ttlbnd. 

In  the  iMan  time  thd  deputy  intended  an  expe* 
dition  agnihft  O'Reyley,  which  his  fubmiflion  pre* 
venting,  he  marched  againft  one  Savage,  into  Aids 
and  L^e,  took  feveral  cadles,  and  wafted  and 
dcfftroyed  the  country,  not  fp^ring  cVcn  thechurcba 
and  their  facred  orciaments,  npr  the  monuments  de* 
cHcared  to  the  memory  of  dc^rtcd  worthies  i-^bist 
the  chief  magiftrate,  being  thus  bufied,  O^Conncir 

and 
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and  O^Toelc  entered. tbc  Paie,  and  in  their  torn 
carried  defolation  wherever  they  came ;  however  thei 
deputy  hearing  of  this,  marched  into  Ophaly,  and  fub- 
duedCXBrian  and  Cahh*  0*ConiK>r,  one  of  whom 
iubmitted  in  the  open  field,  and  the  other  caipe  and 
took  his  oarlis  at  Dublin,  at  which  fuccefs  be  wa^ 
fo  much  elated)  that  he  told  the  king  in  his  letters. 
That  he  was  now  fo  well  acquainted  both  with  the 
country  and  with  the  nature  of  the  Irilb,  that  if  be 
had  but  money  fenc  him  he  could  manage  thcta 
juft  as  he  pleafol  \  yec  the  bufinefs  of  the  fuprcmacy 
feems  to  have  gone  on  but  flowly  there;  and,  in  ef^ 
fed,  moft  of  the  nacive  Irifli  were  at  (av  as  ever  from 
t  real  fubmifljon. 

A  commiffion  had  come  over  at  that  period  fronar  ^ 
the  pope,  prohibiting  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
from  owning  Heory^s  Supremacy,   aiKl  fixing  a  curfe 
upon  all  fuch  as  (houk)  not,  within  forty  days,  own 
that  they  had  done  ami  fs  if  they  had  ever  taken 

if. The  tenor  of  the  inftrument  fent  over  was 

as  follows : 

**  I  A,  B»  from  this  prefent  hour  forward^  in  the 
prefence  of  the  bieflfed  Trinity,  the  blefied  Virgin 
Moth^  of  God,  Sec.  (hall  and  will  be  always  obe-i 
dient  to  the  holy  fee  of  St.  Peter  of  Rome,  and  to 
my  holy  lord  the  pope  of  Rome  and  his  fucceflbri^ 
m  all  things^  as  ioell  fptritual  as  Ump9raly  not  con- 
ienting  in  the  lead  that  his  bolined  (hall  lole  thd 
lead  tide  or  dignity  belonging  to  the  papacy  of  our 
mothier  church,  or  to  the  reg  Jity  of  Sc.  Peter. 

^^  I  do  vow  and  fwear  to  maintain,  help,  and  afllfl: 
the  juft  laws,  liberties,  and  rights  of  the  mother 
church  of  Ron^e. 

*'  I  do  likewife  promiie  to  confer,  defend,  and 
promote,  if  not  perfonally  yet  willingly  as  in  ability 
able,  cither  by  advice,  (kill,  efiate,  money,  or  other- 
wife,  the  church  of  Rome  and  her  laws,  againft  all 
tohaifoever  refifting  the  fame* 

Vol.  I.  C  c  *'  I  far- 
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•'  I  farther  vow  to  oppugn  all  heretics,  cither  in 
making  or  iecung  forth  edidts  or  cooimands  contrary 
to  the  mother  church  of  Rome ;  and  in  cafe  any 
fuch  be  made  or  compofcd,  lo  rcfift  it  to  the  uitcr- 
moft  of  my  power,  with  the  firft  convenience  or  op- 
.  portunity  I  can  poflibly, 

"  I  count  all  afts,  made  or  to  be  made,  by  hereti- 
cal powers,  of  no  force,  nor  to  be  pradlifcd  or  obeyed 
by  myfelf,  or  by  any  other  fon  of  the  mother  church 
of  Rome. 

*•  I  do  farther  declare  him  or  her,  father  or  mo- 
ther, brother  or  (ifter,  fon  or  daughter,  hufband  or 
wife,  uncle,  or  aunt,  kinfman  or  kinfwoman,  mafter 
or  miftrefs,  and  all  others,  neareft  ^nd  deareft  rela- 
tions, friends  or  acquaintances  whatfoeyer  accursed, 
that  either  do  or  (hall  obey,  for  the  time  to  corner 
any  of  her  the  mother  church's  oppofers  or  enemies^ 
or  contrary  ro  the  fame  of  which  I  have  here  fworn 
unto. So  God,  the  blcffcd  Virgin,  &c.  help 


me.'* 


And  the  form  of  this  oath  was  fent  over  to  the 
lord  Cromwell  in  England  •,  whereby  the  king  might 
be  well  apprized  of  their  intentions,  that  (truck 
direftly  at  the  root  of  his  favourite  aft  of  fupremacy, 
which  he  was  determined  in  all  his  realms  to  main*; 
tain. 

A  letter  from  the  bifhop  of  Mets  was  foon  after 
found  upon  a  Francifcan  friar  (who  being  confined, 
had  murdered  himfclf  in  thecaftle  of  Dublin)  which 
was  diredted  to  O'Neal,  exciting  him  to  fuppre(s  all 
herefy  as  hr  as  lay  in  his  power,  in  which  it  was 
laid  down  as  a  maxim,  *^  That  while  the  mother 
church  had  fo  wonhy  a  fon  as  himfelf,  and  tbofc 
that  (hould  fuccour  and  join  him,  it  was  not  doubted 
by  the  cardinals  but  chat  (he  would  never  fall,  but 
have  more  or  lefs  holding  in  Britain  in  fpite  of 
fate.'' 
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O'Neal,  who  was  thus  pitched  upon  as  a  champioa 
of  their  caufe,  thought  be  (hould  defend  it  beft  bf 
taking  incurfions  into  the  Pale,  which  he  accord* 
ingly  invaded  in  conjunftion  with  O'Donnel,  Mac 
Ginnis,  0*Hanlon,  and  others,  and  carried  fire  and 
fword  through  the  country.  But  the  lord  deputjr 
fent  to  England  for  aid,  and  then  muftered  an  army, 
with  which  he  encountered  and  defeated  O'NeaPa 
forces,  and  recovered  all  the  booty  they  had  taken ; 
but  whilft  he  was  abfent  in  Ulftcr,  O'Connor  and 
O'Tool  invaded  the  Pale  likewlfe ;  and  befides,  a 
fickly  autumn  and  a  fcvere  winter  helped  to  depo^ 
pulate  the  country. 

The  next  lord  juftice,  when  lord  Grey  was  re-t 
moved,  was  Sir  William  Brereton,  who  found  things 
in  a  bad  (ituation  in  his  government,  moft  of  the 
Irilh  potentates  owning  themfelves  the  pope's  cham« 
pions  5  many  of  whom  being  joined  in  one  confe- 
dferacy,  which  was  chiefly  condufted  by  O'Neal^ 
O'Brien,  O'DonncI,  and  O'Carrol,  met  in  Weft 
Mcath  -,  but  the  lord  juftice  hiving  diligently  levied 
an  army  to  oppofe  them,  we  find  that  they  thought 
proper  to  defift  from  their  defign,  and  for  the  moft 
part  CO  withdraw  to  fuch  places  where  they  knew 
they  could  not  be  attacked,  without  manifeft  danger 
and  difadvantage  to  the  afiailants.  But  yet  the  lord 
juftice  followed  O'Connor  into  Ophaly,  where  he 
reduced  him  fo  far  as  to  oblige  him  to  give  his  own 
fon  as  an  hoftage  for  his  future  good  behaviour. 

To  this  lord  juftice  fucceeded  Sir  Anthony  Saint* 
leger,  who  took  much  pains  in  attending  to  the 
affairs  of  the  revenue,  which,  with  proper  alliftance, 
he  is  faid  to  have  brought  into  much  better  order 
than  it  was  in  during  his  predeccflbr's  adminiftra* 
tion ;  and  therefore  he  certainly  delcrved  fome  Iharc 
of  praife,  a  good  financier  being  at  that  time,  at  leaft 
as  ferviceable  as  a  good  general  to  the  gove/noientof 
Ireland. 
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Vfkilt  tfccfc  ^birvgs  were  pafling  thccc,  tb^  lord- 
Qney,  after  all  his  gpod  fervices,  w^s  fpilawe4^ 
inco  &«gj^d  by  ^me  of  bis  epen^i^s,  who.  no£4vkh*i 
ft»DdiQg  tiir  i^ing'$  good  rccepdoji  of  hio)  ac  bis  ar-; 
fivali  gpc  blip  afiei-wards  imprifooed  in  tji^  tower, 
e^bibijtjng  a  long  accu'ation  againft  hirp,  t))e  ftrcngiji 
pf  wbich  mft^d  -^biefiy  upon  the  following  fdlcga- 
tiom: 

Fir(t,  that  O'Connor  feafied  him,  and  mended 
TaghererAgh^B  tor  bim,  and  that  in  favour  of 
O'MoUoy,  a  rebel,  he  tx)ok  a  c^flle  from  Dernpod 
O'M^lloy,  wbpft?  father-in-law  O'Carrol,  was  » 
good  fubjedl*,  for  which  the  lord  Grey  had  a  bribC} 
aed  StephoQ  ^p  H^ry  had  iveoty  cows. 

Sec<H)dly,  That  be  took  the  caftle  of  Bir  from  4 
loyal  Q'Caro),  and  gave  it  to  a  rcJbd  O" Carols 
^ho  married  the  earl  of  Kildare's  daughter  ;  an4 
alfo  took  MDderhem»  a  caftle  belonging  to  ibe 
^rl  of  Orniond  and  gave  it  (o  ^^e  ret)el  O'Car 
roly  and  wa^d  the  earl  of  Ormondes  iiands ;  fpf 
which  be  had  an  hundred  and  forty  kine,  and  Sto 
phen  ap  Harry  had  forty,  .and  jQerald  Mac  Genxv 
iiad  a  black  hackney. 

Thirdly*  That  he  took  forty  kine  froa>  Q^Kcni- 
nedy,  a  ten?^  <<>f  the  carl  of  OrmQAd'$>  and  by 
ion  for  homage. 

Fonrdily,  That  he  held  fecr^  and  private  cor<> 
ffctpoodtiMce  with  Jjwcs  of  pcfmondi  i^nd  mot 
to  vifit  him  in  his  teat  in  his  night  gpwii,  ^ 
forced  the  abbot  of  Owoy  to  give  hifn  forty  pounds 
ilerltag  to  pelerve  xhe  abbey  from  ruin  y  aad 
O'Brian  to  give  htm  thirty  kine,  and  boftages  ^  aa^ 
Ulick  Burk,  a  baftard,  gave  him  one  hundred  f«ad(a 
4o  hai«  Ballimacleere  caftle,  and  to  be  made  Msf 
WiUiam;  and  that  he  carried  xbe  ar{iUay;io  a 
£nall  voflel  to  Galway*  and  tn^de  tl\P  lown  «f 
Calway  pay  thirty-fpur  poui)d$  iifv  that  f^ifi^gh 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY    OP    IRELAND.        589 

'  Fifthly,  That  the  expbits  ac  Brian's  Bridge, 
&c.  were  in  favdor  of  O'Brian,  a  rebel,  Defmoocf  s 
fon-in-law,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  Donough  O'Bri- 
an^ a  good  fubject  ;  and  that  he  took  a  bribe  of 
Cfighry   kine  from  Macnemarra.  .    • 

Sixthly,  That  trufting  Defmond  and    O'Brian,  ' 

iie  haearded  che  king's  army  in  a  long  and  dan<* 
gcrouff  joomey,  wherein  Defmond  quarrelled  and 
dtferxed  him,  and  O'Brian  fent  but  one  man  with 
a  battle  axe  to  gnide  him* 

'  Scfeothly,  That  he  rifled  the  abbey  of  Bally* 
dare,  and  left  neither  chalice,  crofs,  nor  bell  in  \u 
,  Eightbiy,  ThatT  he  dcftroyed  the  caftles  of  Lc- 
<agh  and  Derriviclaghny  in  favour  of  Ulick  Burk^ 
though  (he  rightful  proprietor  offered  fubmiffion  and 
uTcnt  to  ih^king. 

Ninthly,  That  he  had  fccret  conference  with, 
•and  received  a  horfc  from  O'Connor  Roe,  who  wafe 
•the  chief  inftroment  in  conveying  away  the  young 
Fitz  Gerald. 

Tenthly,  That  he  took  eighty  kine  from  O'Madr 
din,  and  forced  O'Malghlin's  fon  from  Mr.  Dil- 
lon, whofc  lawful  prifoner  be  waSj^  for  which  he 
thad  ferenty  kine. 

He  was  alfo  accufcd  of  his  partiality  to  his  ne- 
phew Firz  Gerald*  afterwards  earl  of  Kildare.— * 
It  was  alicdged  that  his  (ervants  pillaged  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Munfter,  who  entertained  them, — That 
he  had,  by  means  of  falfe  promifes,  for  which  he 
had  no  commiffion,  prevailed  on  Thomas  Fi<z  Ge- 
fald  to  fubmit,  in  order  to  deftroy  him ;  that  his 
own  nephew  might  fucceed  to  the  earldom  of 
•Kildarc. — And  he  was  lifcewife  charged  with  a  fa- 
crilrge  at  Down,  that  appeared  only  to  be  added 
.  to  fwcU  the  number  of  accufations,  which  upon  the 
whole  are  far  from  feeming  to  be  either  coftiiftent, 
or  well  fupponed. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  obferve,  once  for 

all,  That  moil  of -the  impeachments  of  the  go- 

C  c  3  vernorsji 
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vernors  and  great  men  of  Englifli  cximdion  in 
Ireland  generally  took  their  firft  rife  from  private 
piques  and  animqfities,  though  the  efTcft  of  that 
was  indeed  fometimes,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  earl 
of  Kildarc,  that  of  making  a  rebel  of  a  good  fub^ 

)c&. If  any  one   would  wifli  to  trace   thefe 

evils  to  their  fource,    he  will  find  them  to  arife 
from  the  manner  of  conducing  the  government 
of  the  country.     Let  fuch  an  one  remember,  that 
(as  has  been  already  ftated,)   the  land  was  firft 
conquered  by  private  adventurers,    whofe  power 
cafily  rendered  them  not  only  indepcndant  of  each 
other,  but  in   a  great  meafure  of  their  prince,  or, 
which  was  much  the  fame,  of  his  viceroy  or  de- 
puty.— Let  it'  be  obferved.  That  notwithftanding 
the  introduction   of  a  code  of  Englifti  laws  into 
the  Pale,  moft  of  thefe  chiefs  behaved  much  like 
feudal  lords  ;  or  to  fpeak  plainly,  bein^  furround- 
cd  with  petty  monarchs  or  fovereigns  or  the  coon* 
try,  they  wifhed  to  become  petty  fovereigns  them- 
felves.— They  imitated  thofe  in   their  fway,  and 
they  imitated  them  likewife  in  their  manners,  of- 
ten making  wars  as  motives  of  revenge  or  ftill 
more  powerful  intereft  pfompted  them^  which  fell 
upon  the  I  rift  or  upon  their  own  countrymen,  as 
opportunity  ferved  j    by  which  means  thofe  who 
fliould  have  fet  an  example  of  good  government 
became  plain  inftances  of  the  country..    ■     If  it 
be  afked  how  it  came  that  the  kings  of  England 
did  not  redrefs  thefe  grievances  for  k>  many  ages  ? 
The  anfwer  is  obvious — They  did  endeavour  fo 
to   do,    when   they   had  opportunity  ;    but  they 
were  generally  too  far  removed  to  be  able  to  com* 
plete  fo  falutary  a  work.    Befides,  when  fome  of 
them  obje<5led   to  the  frequent  feuds   in  Ireland, 
.« — If  thefe   were  raifed    by    the    natives   againft 
each  other,  they  were  told,  1  hat  it  was  right  to 
fuflfer  the  rebels  to  deftroy  each  other. — If  by  the 
Engliih  againft  the  natives,  even  though  without 
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caufe, — It  was  expedient  to  humble  thofe  revolt- 
crs,  and  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  injure  his 
majefty*s  liege  fubjefts. — And  even  if  the  accu- 
fation  lay  againft  the  Englifhmen  for  attacking 
Englifhmen,  there  was  always  fome  flaw  found 
out  by  the  parties,  either  in  regard  to  the  advcrfary*s 
title  or  charafter  j  whilft  the  real  truth  was,  that 
generally  fpeaking  there  was  an  almoflt  univerfal 
corruption  of  manners  amongft  the  great  men 
refident  there,  in  regard  of  what  related  to  af- 
faulting  and  plunde,ring  other  people  -,  infomuch  that 
both  parties  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  would  call  in 
the  native  Irifti  to  their  afliftance,  do  all  they 
could  towards  the  improvement  of  the  latter  in 
arms  and  difcipline,  teach  them  how  to  defpife 
thofe  whom  once  they  (tood  in  awe  of,  and  after- 
wards wonder  that  they  neither  could  make  friends 
nor  fubjefts  of  thofe  men  to  whom  they  had 
fet  fo  bad  an  example.—^ — In  the  mean  time; 
through  the  courfe  of  many  fucceeding  reigns, 
though  the  chief  governors  had  exafted  the  oathd 
of  allegiance  from  the  Irilh,  and  put  them  often 
to  death  as  rebels  and  traitors,  when  taken  in 
arms  againft  the  Englifh ;  yet  the  Englifh  laws, 
to  fay  the  moft  of  them,  extended  no  farther  than 
the  Pale,  and  the  Irifh  were  fo  far  from  being 
confidered  as  bound  by  them,  that  they  could  not 
be  admitted  to  (hare  in  their  benefits,  when  they 

repeatedly  and  earneftly  defired  it. All   thefe 

things  then  it  muft  be  owned  contributed  to  the 
evils  that  reigned  in  the  kingdom.  And  on  this 
account,  it  was  rare  for  a  great  lord  or  officer  to  ^ 
be  blamelefs,  if  there  were  an  enemy  found  to* 
accufe  him. — To  fuch  policy  as  this  it  is  likely 
that  the  lord  Grey  fell  a  viftim,  who  being  exe* 
cuted  upon  the  charges  above-mentioned,  his  eftate 
was  feizcd  for  king  Henry's  ufe,  who  feldom  cared 
how  dearly  his  fubjefts  paid  for  fuch  a  purchafe, 
But  CO  iCturn  to  the  affairs  of  the  hiftory, 

C  c  4  Sir 
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A-  D.  .  Sir  William  Brcrcton,  marihal  of  Irekad^  be 
*^^  ing  feat  into  Munfter  to  take  the  fubmiflion  o 
the  carl  of  Defmond,  died  at  Kilkenny,  before  he 
could  execute  his  .commiflion  •,— notwithftanding 
wJiich  the  earl  came  according  to  appointment, 
lenewed  his  oath  of  allegiaik:e,  took  that  of  fu- 
premacy  likewife,  renounced  his  privilege  of  not 
appearing  in  parliament,  and  gave  his  fon  as  hof* 
tage  for  the  performance  of  his  promifc,  which 
he  finally  renewed  before  the  lord  deputy  and 
the  council,  and  agreed  to  pay  fuch  taxes  to  go* 
vernment  as  the  other  nobles  ufually  did* — Hugh 
Burk  alfp  made  his  fubmiflloR  about  the  famo 
lime,  and  m  the  fame  manner  }  and  iikewile  co- 
venanted by  indenture  to  pay  the  king  forty 
pounds  for  the  c  ommand  of  the  Burks  country, 
as  a)fb  to  raife  and  maintain  a  certain  number  of 
Gallowglaflcs  and  horfejnen,  for  fix  weeks,  for  the 
king's  fervice,  and  to  keep  his  whole  force  toge- 
ther for  the  fpac-c  of  three  days,  at  any  time  for 
the  fame  purpose,  whenever  the  lord  deputy  Ihould 
require  it, — And  feveral  other  chieftains  followed 
his  example,  took  the  oaths,  and  fubnr>itted  to 
A.  D.  pay  taxes  to  the  government. — And  the  parlia-. 
'543-  ment  meeting  at  Dublin,  after  feveral  proro- 
gations, having  eftabliflicd  a  number^  of  good 
laws,  among  which  was  one  whereby  Henry  and 
his  fucceflbrs>  inftead  of  lords,  were  declared  kings 
of  Ireland,  was  diflblved  this  year  in  the  month  of 
November. 

But  notwithftandlng  all  the  care  of  the  king, 
his  deputy,  and  the  parliament,  it  aptJears  that 
the  defigns  of  the  pope  ftiU  went  lorward  in 
Ireland,  and  the  jefyits  were  inti^oduced  into  the 
country  to  fupport  his  power,  while  the  oppofcrs  of 
k  Were  bufied  in  exafting  the  oaths  of  fupremacy 
of  all  fuch  of  the  natives  as  made  their  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  Englilh  gpv^rnment.— Conomifliooeri 
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were  likewife  appointed  to  decide  the  controycrfies 
in  every  province,  in  the  room  of  the  Brchons;  and 
moft  or  the  Irifli  chiefs  fubmitting,  many  of 
them  applied  to  court  for  patents  and  titles.— -The  cox, 
moft  remarkable  Irilhman  of  this  kincf  was  O'Neal, 
who  came  over  ^o  England  with  the  bilhop  of 
Clogher  and  a  numerous  train  of  attendants,  and 
being  received  by  the  Wng  at  Greenwich,  furrcn- 
dered  up  his  eftate,  and  agreed  to  the  following 
articles. 

That  he  fhould  renounce  the  name  of  O'Neal.— 
That  he  and  his  followers  fliould  adopt  the  Epglifh 
manners,  language,  and  habit. — That  dieir  chil- 
dren Ihoukl  learn  Englifh. — That  they  Ihould  build 
houfes,  and  hufband  their  land  in  the  Englifh 
jnanner. — That  they  Ihould  obey  Englifh  laws^ 
and  not  cefs  their  tenants,  nor  entertain  a  greater 
number  of  GallowglaflRrs  than  (hould  be  approved  ^ 
of  by  the  lord  deputy. — And^  That  they  fhould 
anfwer  all  general  hoftings,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  of  the  Pale  did,  and  (hould  not  yiekl  fuccour 
to  the  king's  enemies. 

Thefe  terms  being  ratified,  this  great  Irifh  chief- 
tain had  his  eftate  returned  to  him  by  patent,  and 
was  created  earl  of  Tyrone,  with  remainder  to  his 
Jon  Matthew  \  and  twp  of  his  followers  were 
knighted ;  the  bifhop  of  Clpghcr  was  confirmed,  and  / 

the  earl  himfelf,  after  his  return  to  Ireland,  was 
fworn  one  of  the  privy  council  of  that  nation. 

The  earl  of  Defmond  coming  over,  and  making 
his  fybmiflion,  likewife  mcc  with  the  fame  treat- 
ment, and,  as  well  as  the  carl  of  Tyrone,  returned 
with  orders  to  be  admitted  of  the  privy  council  of 
Ireland. 

The  O'Birnes  likewife  came  into  terms,  and  de- 
fired  their  country  might  be  reduced  into  a  county, 
by  the  naiiie  of  the  county  of  Wicklow, — a  re- 
ftuefl  which  however  fcems  ftrange,  if  we  confidcr 
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their  manners  and  the  fway  they  bore  among  the  na- 
tive Irilh. — O'Brian  and  Ulick  Burk  likewifc  came 
in ;  the  former  obtained  a  grant  of  all  the  lands 
in  Thomond,  and  the  latter  was  made  earl  of  Clan- 
rickard. — The  king  likewife,  in  order  to  encourage 
them  to  appear  at  the  Irifh  court,  granting  to  the 
faid  earl  of  Clanrickard,  as  well  as  to  the  earls  of 
Tyrone,  Defmond,  and  Thomond,  a  houfe  and  a 
pircel  of  land  each,  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin. 

The  lord  deputy  being  recalled,  SirWilliam  Bra- 
bazon  was  fworn  lord  juftice  in  his  room,  in  the  thir- 
ty-fifth year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  to  him  were 
fent  new  feals,  the  old  ones  being  recalled,  which 
was  done  on  account  of  the  alteration  in  the  king's 
ftyle  from  that  of  Lord  to  King  of  Ireland  ;  which 
change,  it  was  fuppofcd,  would  fix  many  who  wa- 
vered in  their  allegiance. 

But  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger,  who  for  his  good 
fervices  had  been  made  a  knight  of  the  garter,  now 
fucceeded  as  lord  deputy,  who,  by  a  very  wife 
policy,  endeavoured  to  break  the  dependancies  of 
the  Irifh  families  one  upon  another,  and  amons 
the  reft,  he  took  care  to  break  that  of  O'Donnd 
upon  O'Neal,  and  obliged  them  to  fubmit  their 
difpu^es  to  his  decifion.  During  his  adminiftra- 
tion  the  Irifh  fent  fifteen  hundred  men  to  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  earl  of  Lenox,  who  was  favoured 
by  king  Henry  in  an  attempt  to  recover  his  inhe- 
ritance in  Scotland ;  neverthelefs,  being  difap- 
pointed  in  fome  expeftations  of  affiftance  in  that 
country,  their  arnw  returned  home  without  having 
cfFedbed  the  purpofc  for  which  they  were  defigned. 

But  though  all  things  at  this  time  appeared  to 
wear  a  face  of  peace  and  tranquility  in  the  countr)', 
yet  it  feems  many  of  the  Irilh  were  defirous  of  re- 
newing thofe  difturbances  by  which  all  parties  h^d 
fuflercd  fo  much,  and  had  abfolutdy  made  ap- 
,  plication 
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iplication  to  the  kiog  of  France  for  that  purpofc, 
offering  to  become  his  fubjeds  if  he  would  effe<5tual- 
iy  fuccour  them  againft  the  Englifh.  This  prince 
over  the  bifhop  of  Valence  to  treat  with  them,  and 
fee  what  was  to  be  done  in  the  affair,  who  was 
lodged  at  the  houfe  of  one  O'Dogharty,  where  he 
met  with  but  little  good  cheer,  and,  as  it  is  faid,  in- 
tending to  feduce  the  Iriftiman's  daughter,  was  fe- 
duced  into  an  amour  with  a  harlot,  who  deftroyed 
for  him  a  pot  of  precious  balm,  which  he  valued 
at  two  thoufand  crowns,  and  which  was  the  means, 
by  the  ecclefiaftic's  anger,  of  expofing  the  amour. 
—Afterwards  he  had  a  private  conterencc  with 
O'Neal,  and  departed  with  overtures  to  the  French 
king ;  but  whether  it  were  that  the  bilhdp  was  not 
pleafed  with  his  treatment,  or  that  going  after- 
wards to  Rome,  he  found  it  impracticable  to  fe- 
parate  the  pope  from  the  interefts  of  die  emperor, 
this  great  negotiation  came  to  nothing. 

Though  1  have  related  this  ftory  as  I  found  it, 
yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  fatt  a  little  fufpir 
cious.  That  the  Irifli  were  at  that  time  endeavouring 
.to  call  in  the  affiftance  of  foreign  powers,  is  not 
fo  improbable ;  but  the  affair  of  the  bi/hop,  the 
harlot,  and  thb  pot  of  balm,  is  rather  a  little  ro- 
mantic, and  fecms  calculated  to  throw  a  fcandal 
on  the  pretenfions  of  the  eccleliaftics  to  chaftity 
-and  a  life  of  celibacy  ;  and  the  whole  treaty  feems 
to  have  been  carried  on,  according  to  the  defcrip- 
tion,'  in  a  very  confufed  and  impolitic  manner; 
ncverthelefs  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  the  relation  is 
falfe ;  I  only  think  it  is  improbable- 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  natives  at  this  time  be- 
gan again  their  depredations  upon  each  other, 
which  were  generally  the  prelude  to  a  revolt  againft 
theEnglilh;  who,  on  their  part,  were  not  with- 
out their  private  quarrels  and  difputes. — The  ex- 
chequer being  empty,  and  the  lord  deputy  intend- 
ing 
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ing  to  rcplcnifh  i^  bjt  levying  a  new  tax,  he  was 
oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Ormond ;  whereapon,  rc- 
folving  to  impeach  each  other,  they  both  went  over 
to  England,  which  journey  proved  fatal  to  the 
latter  -,  for  though  the  king  reconciled  their  dit 
ferences,  yet  Ormond  and  thirty-five  of  his  fervants 
were  poifoned  either  by  accident  or  dcBgity  (moft 
likely  by  the  latter)  as  they  were  feafting  at  ahoufe 
in  Holborn. 
^-  ^'  Sir  William  Brabazon  was  then  fworn  lord  juf- 
*^  '  rice. —  And  Patrick  and  foian  O'Connor  invaded 
Kildare,  and  burned  Athy;  but  the  lord  juftke 
purfuing  them,  obliged  O'Connor  to  fly  into  Con- 
naught  for  fafety. — And  during  his  adminiftration 
the  lame  neceffities  of  government,  which  had  givctt 
birth  to  the  propofal  above-mentioned  of  Fevyinff 
new  taxes,  now  occafioned  the  king  to  coin  bafe 
mixed  money,  and  ftamp  it  for  currency  in  Ire- 
land, a  method  more  difagreeable  than  the  other, 
and  which  occafioned  great  murmunngs  both 
among  the  foldiery  and  the  people 

Sir  Anthony  Saintleger  returning,  fucceeded  Sir 
William  Brabazon  in  his  oiffice.  Sir  Richard  Read, 
who  came  with  him,  being  made  ford  chancellor. 
^•~And  this  was  the  ftate  of  the  government  of 
•Ireland  at  the  death  of  king  Henry  the  Ei^th, 
which  happened  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  ot  Ja- 
nuary, in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the 
eightieth  of  his  age,  ^ 

^  This  prince,  who  came  to  the  throne  at  a  very 
happy  period;  was  at  firft  a  prodigal,  and  at  laft  a 
tyrant.  Out  of  fix  wives  he  repudiated  two,  two  he 
-beheaded,  one  died  in  child- bed,  and  one  furvived 
him. — In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  his  chief  minU 
fter  was  cardinal  Woifey  (the  fon  of  a  batcher  at 
Ipfwich^  who,  though  proud  and  overbearing,  and 
juftly  difliked  by  the  nobility,  had  probably  more 
virtues  than  his  mafter^  lefs  have  fetdom  fallen  to 
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the  (hare  of  any  chriftian  priocc  or  potentate.  This 
WoUey  he  difcard^d  and  difgraceil,  doc  fpr  bis. 
crimes,  for  in  chefe  be  hitniclf  was  often  coo  deeply 
concerned,  bur  for  oi^^Ting  his  marriage  with  Anne 
BuUep,  whom,  nocwuhftaodiog,  I^^nry  afcorwardt 
beheaded. 

Aftor  having  written,  a  book  in  favour  of  the  Ro- 
span  church,  a^inft  the  errors  fas  he  called  them)  of 
Martin   LAuher,    he  broke  with  that  chprch  and 
avowed  nearly  the  fame  doctrines,  with  Luther  thougb 
ifi  his  heart  he  fgarcely.  believed  them,  beca«>fe  the 
pope  would  not  allow  of  his  divorctment  from  bia 
lawfuland  much  injured  queen  .Catherine  of  Arragon^ 
The  Turns  which  the  leventh  Henry  had  amaflfec) 
by  his  avarice,  Henry  the  Eighth  quickly  diflipatrd 
by  his  profuQon^  and  then  fet  bis  enginea  to  work  to 
fqueez^  more  from  his  futyedtsbythe  moft  arbitrary 
'^nd  wicked  extortion. — It  was  to  bis  rapacioufoe(i4 
not  to  bis  virtue  or  his  wifdom,  that  the  diflblutioo 
gi  the  oKinafteries  was  owing  ^   it  was  to  his  love  of 
lyranoic  fway,  not  to  his  ju(^  fenfe  pf  chrHlian  libera- 
ty  that  his  renunciation  of  the  pope's   fapi^macfr 
pnuft  be  attributed  ;  and  though  both  theCe  meafures 
were  certainly  excellent  ooes^  and  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  productive  of  the  greateft  good  to  thefe  king- 
doms, yet  he  defervcs  no  praife  for  them^  becaufe  he 
nbfolutely  had  rK>  other  motive  for  bringing  theoa 
^bout  than  his  own  private  interefls. 

If  ever  he  feemed  to  exhibit  «any  fagns  of  virtue, 
there  was  the  greatieft  reafon  to  believe  it  like  \vb 
jearning,  to  be  all  o^ere  oftentation;  if  ever  he 
/hewed  any  regard  for  true  religion,  tbeK  was  the 
fame  reafon  to  conclude  that  it  was  only  hypocrify  % 
and  ^  to  cendernefs,  he  was  in  bis  nature  Co  much  a 
itranger  to  it,  that  if  ever  h^  pra6lifed  it  10  the  leaft 
(legree,   it  feemed  as  if  he  had  forgotten  hifafolf. 

His  behaviour  towards  Cromwell  in  England,  and 

the  Fiu  Geralds.in  Ireland,  were  alone  (u^icicnt  to 

baye  jSUmped  him  tyrani  \  but  y^im  a  nuiobor  of 
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other  opprcftjons  he  added  to  thefe,  the  annals  of  hiJ' 
own  country  and  reign  will  fufficiently  teftrfyi 
yet  this  was  the  great  reformer  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, this  was  the  prince  to  whom  both  nations 
bowed ;  though  the  former  had  often  removed  moo- 
archs  whofe  crimes  were  no  more  to  compare  to 
Henry's  than  fcarlct  to  the  fnowy  fleece.  To  fay 
truth,  without  eicher  the  wifdom  or  qualifications  (^ 
his  father,  he  found  theans  to  tyrannife  more  efllc- 
tually  •,  but  the  reafons  were,  Firft,  that  Henry  the- 
Seventh  had  laid  the  foundation  of  his  power  by 
humbling  the  nobles  and  the  people  did  not  yet  feci 
their  own  power  and  confequence — Secondly,  That 
the  parties  which  at  this  time  divided  the  nation 
thought  it  their  intereft  to  court  him,  whereby  h^ 
was  enabled  to  rule  them  all  with  a  rod  of  iron—* 
Probably  had  he  lived  at  any  other  period  his  tyrant 
ny  would  have  been  but  of  (hort  duration  in  foch 
a  country  as  England,  and  his  life,  irftead  of 
being  furrcndercd  up  on  a  royal  couch,  would  havft 
been  taken  from  him  iti  a  dungeon  or  on  a  pub- 
lie  fcafFoW, 

If  any  think  this  character  too  ftrongly  marked; 
if  at  the  fame  time  they  are  not  bigoited  by  reli- 
gious or  party  prejudice^  let  them  read  his  afts,  and 
judge  for  themiclves ;  let  them  fee  how  much  in* 
noccnt  blood  he  (hed,  how  many  fell  viftims  to  hb 
ambition,  luft,  or  avarice,  how  many  protcftants 
and  papifcs  indifcriminatcly  were  facrificed  to  the 
rage  of  one,  who  ar  latl  died  a  papift  or  nothing 
and  they  will  not  think  that  thofe  fpeak  too  hardly 
of  him,  who  fay,  that  he  was  a  wicked  prince,  a 
bad  hufband,  and  a  ftill  worfc  chriftran; 
Wwaidvi.  Dying,  he  was  fuccecded  on  the  throne  by  his  onlf 
fon  Edward,  whom  he  had  by  Jane  Seymour,— 
This  prince  was  proclaimed  at  the  age  of  nine  ycari, 
by  the  ftyle  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  king  of  England 
and  France,  and  lord  of  Ireland. — Edward  ScymoUr 
his  uncle  by  the  mocber'a  fide  was  made  proce^or  of 
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the  kingdom,  and  the  young  prince  was  crowned  at 
Wcftnninftcr,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  in 
ihe  year  fifteen  hundred  and  forty  fix. 

He  continued  Saintlegcr  lord  juftice,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland^and  afterwards  made  himlo'rddeputy, 
by  whom  the  new  monarch  was  proclaimed  in  the  latter 
end  of  February  5  Sir  Richard  Read  was  fir  ft  made 
lord  keeper,  and  afterwards  lord  chancellor,  the  earl 
of  Dcfmond  was  conftituted  lord  ircafurcr  of  Ireland, 
and  the  privy  council  was  fwom  on  the  feventh  day 
of  April. 

A  change  of  government  the  Iri(h  thought  too  fair 
an  opportunity  of  making  an  inliirre&ion,  to  be  by 
any  means  pafied  by,  and  therefore  the  O'Birnes 
made  an  infurreftion,  in  which  however  they 
proved  unfuccefsful,  being  repulfed  by  the  lord 
deputy,  and  having  their  captain  flain,  two  of  the 
Fitz-Gcralds  likewifc  who  had  been  formerly  pre- 
fcribed,  were  now  brought  prifoners  to  Dublin  ai^d 
there  executed, — Patrick  0*More  and  Brian  O'Con- 
nor having  invaded  Kildare,  received  likewifc  a  check 
from  the  fame  quarter,  and  having  loft  two  hundred 
men  were  obliged  to  fave  thcmfelvcs  by  flight. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Englifh  government  fearing 
an  union  between  the  old  and  new  Irifh  and  a  total 
defe£tion  of  that  kingdom,  fent  over  Sir  Edward  Bel- 
lingham  with  a  re-inforcement  of  fix  hundred  horfe 
and  four  hundred  foot,  who  landing  at  Waterford, 
invaded  Leix  and  Ophaly,  proclaimed  O'More  and, 
O'Connor  traitors,^  and  at  length  obliged  them  to 
make  fubmiflion,  at  the  fame  time  that  Brabazon, 
in  fpite  of  the  oppofirion  of  the  chief  men  of  Con- 
naught,  caufed  the  caftle  of  Athlone  to  be  repaired 
and  garrifoned  with  a  proper  force. 

Yet  even  in  the  Pale,  two  fons  of  the  lord 
Baltinglafs  were  about  railing  an  infurreftion  which 
might  have  proved  of  dangerous  confequence,  if 
tiie  prefence  of  the  lord  deputy  had  not  put 
a.  ftop  to  it.~— — And  indeed  he  was  obliged 
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to  be  very  vigilant  at  this  time,  fince  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  the  new  religion  in  Engird  becoming 
fuch  that  it  began  to  be  car/ied  farther  than  in 
Henry's  time,  many  of  the  fubje&s  in  Britain 
would  not  fubmit,  but  raifed  tun^ults  upon  this 
account,  and  the  Irilh  were  ftiU  more  avcrie  to  the 
innovation  which  difpofition  of  theirs  in  after- 
times  produced  moft  deplorable  confequencts  in 
their  country. 

Sir  Edward  BcUingham,  who  went  over  to  Eng- 
land, to  give  an  account  of  the  fubmifljon  of  the 
county  of  Kildare,  being  now  fent  back  lord  de- 
puty, mcirched  into  Leix  and  Ophaly,  forced  Ca- 
hir  O^Connor  to  a  {ubmiffion,  deftroycd  the  country 
of  Macjoghlans,  ;ind  enlarged  the  Englifti  Pak. 
But  pne  Sir  Francis  Brian,  marfhal  of  Ireland, 
according  to  the  cuftom  too  prevalent  among  the 
great  officers  of  that  nation,  thought  fit  to  im- 
peach the  lord  deputy, .  who  to  anfwer  the  mat- 
ters alicdgcd  a^^aintl  him  was  obliged  to  go  over 
in  perfon  to  England. 

While  thefe  things  were  paffing,  the  old  Irifli 
quarrelled  with  each  other  in  foms  parts  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  Englifh  in  others ;  and 
Cormac  Roe  O'Connor,  who  after  a  fubmiffion 
to  the  governpicnt,  revolted  again,  was  taken  and 
hanged  at  Dublin. 

The  lord  deputy  had  furprifed  the  earl  of  Dcf- 
mond  in  his  own  houfe,  (who  though  he  was  lord 
high  treafurer,  yet  lived  after  the  manner  pf  the 
mere  Irifh)  becaufe  he  refufed  upon  a  fummons 
to  repair  to  Dublin  at  fo  critical  a  time  ;  how- 
ever, he  received  the  king's  pardon,  and  was  other- 
wife  fo  well  treated,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
thankful  for  the  force  ufed  with  him,  which  pre* 
ferved  him  from  falling  into  greater  ili.^i. 

The  deputy  and  council  likewife  fetdcd  fomc 
difFerenges  which  were  referred  to  their  arbitration 
by  the  earl  gf  Tyrone,  Phelim  Roc  O'Neal,  and 
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6thers,  and  ordered  independency  on  0*Neal.^ 

O'Donnel  and  his  fdns  applying  on  account  of  a 
like  difpute  O'Donnel's  anthoricy  was  limitted. 

Some  parties  of  the  Scotch  invading  Ulftcr^ 
were  at  this  aime  defeated  by  Andrew  Brcreton, 
and  peace  reftored  in  that  province.-^Atid  the 
lord  deputy  preparing  to  go  over  to  England  had 
,  the  offer  of  teftimonials  of  his  good  adminiftra- 
tion  from  the  government  i  but  he^  refting  his  fate 
entirely  on  the  innocence  of  his  conduct,  he  re- 
fufed  them^  and  would  moft  probably  have  cleared 
himfelf  of  any  thing  that  might  have  been  laid 
to  his  charge,  if  death  intervening  had  not  at 
Once  prevented  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
innocence  from  appearing. 

Sir  Francis  Brian  was  chofen  lord  juftice  by  a.  d, 
the  council,  but  died  on  an  expedition  againft  *^*®* 
feme  revoltcrs  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  on 
which  Sir  William  Brabazon  was  elefted,  Who 
made  a  journey  to  Limerick,  where  he  reduced 
O'Carrol  to  fubmiflion,  who  renouncing  his  ti- 
tle to  the  barony  of  Ormond,  and  furrendering 
up  his  own  lands  to  the  king,  had  the  latter  re* 
ftored  to  him,  and  was  created  baron  of  EFy, 
and  Mac  Murrough  O'Kelly,  and  0*Maghfin  were 
by  his  means  pardoned  and  alfo  taken  into  pro- 
teftion^  But  Charles  Mac  Art  Cavenagh  being 
in  arms,  was  purfued  by  the  deputy,  who  wafted 
his  country,  and  killed  feveral  of  his  followers* 

A  French  fleet  was  at  this  time  Ihipwrecked 
on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  the  deftination  of  which 
was  to  fuccour  the  Scotch ;  but  the  Englifli  go- 
vernor finding  they  had  a  navy  on  foot,  ftationed 
twenty  veflcls  to  guard  two  of  the  harbours  on 
the  irilh  coaft,  in  order  to  prevent  the  evil  de- 
figns  of  their  neighbours. 

Sir  Anthony  Saintleger,  lord  deputy,  returned  Waw, 
to  Ireland,    and  Thomas  Cufack  was  made  lord 
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*  chancellor,  and  Mac  Carthy,  making  a  fubmiflion 
to  Saintlcger,  was  pardoned.  It  was  very  remarka- 
ble, that  Arthur  Mac  Gcnnis  being,  by  means  of 
the  pope  made  bifliop  of  Dromore,  was  confirmed 
fo  by  the  king,  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  Thomas 
Lancafter,  a  proteftant,  was  made  billiop  of  Kil- 

^    dare. 

But  the  king,  notwithftanding  thefe  matters, 
fcnt  over  an  order  for  the  Englifli  liturgy  to  be 
read  in  that  language  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
the  form  of  which  was  as  follows  : — 

"  WHEREAS  our  gracious  father,  king  Henry 
the  Eighth  of  happy  memory,  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the  bondage  and  heavy  yoke  that  his 
true  and  faithful  fubjedts  fuftaincd  under  the  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  as  alfo  the  ig- 
norance the  commonalty  were  in,  how  fevcral  fa- 
bulous ftories  and  lying  wonders  mifled  our  fub- 
jefts  in  both  our  realms  of  England  and  Ireland, 
erafping  thereby  the  means  thereof  into  their 
Kands,  alfo  difpenfmg  with  the  fins  of  our  na- 
tions, by  their  indulgences  and  pardons  for  gains, 
purpofcjy  to  cherilh  all  ill  vices,  as  robberies,  re- 
bellions, thefts,  whoredom,  blafphemy,  idolatry, 
&c. — He,  our  gracious  father,  king  Henry,  of  hap- 
py  memory,  hereupon  diflblved  all  priories,  mo- 
nafteries,  abbeys,  and  other  religious  houfes,  as  be- 
ing but  nurferies  for  vice  and  luxury,  more  than 
for  facred  learning.     Therefore,  that  it  might  more 

•  plainly  appear  to  the  world,  that  thofe  orders  had 
kept  the  light  of  the  gofpcl  from  his  people,  he 
thought  it  mod  fit  and  convenient  for  the  prc- 
fervation  of  their  fouls  and  bodies,  that  the  holy 
fcripture  fliould  be  tranflated  and  placed  within 
all  the  parifh  churches  in>his  dominions  for  his 
faithful  fubjefts  to  increafe  their  knowledge  of 
God,  andour  faviour  Jefus  Chrift. — WE  therefo;e 
for  the  general  benefit  of  our  well  beloved  fub- 
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jcfts  underftandings,  whenever  affembled  or  met 
together  in  the  faid  feveral  parifh  churches,  cither 
to  pray  or  to  hear  prayers  read  5  that  they  may 
the  better  join  therein  in  unity,  heart,  and  voice, 
have  caufed  the  Liturgy  and  prayers  of  the  church 
to  be  tranjlated  into  our  mother  tongue  of  this  realm 
of  England^  according  to  the  affembly  of  divines  ^ 
lately  met  within  the  fame  for  that  purpofe.— ^ — 
We  therefore  will  and  command,  as  alfo  autho- 
rife  you.  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger,  knight,  our 
viceroy  of  that  our  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  give  fpc- 
cial  notice  to  all  our  clergy,  as  well  archbifliops^ 
bittiops,  deans,  arch-deacons,  as  others  our  fccu- 
lar  parifli-priefts  within  that  our  faid  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  perfeft,  execute,  and  obey  this  our 
royal  will  and  pleafure  accordingly." — 

On  the  receipt  of  this  order,  however,  Saintle- 
ger called  an  aflembly  of  the  archbifhop^,  bifliops^ 
and  all  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  to  whom  he  com- 
municated both  his  majefty*s  order,  and  the  opi- 
nions of  fuch  of  the  clergy  of  England  as  had 
confented  to  it,  adding,  that  it  was  his  majefty's 
will  and  pleafure,  confenting  to  their  ferious  con- 
fiderations  and  opinions,  then  afted  and  agreed  on 
in  England,  as  to  ecclcfiaftical  matters,  that  the 
fame  fhould  be  in  Ireland  fo  likewifc  celebrated  and 

performed. George    Dowdal,    the  primate  of 

Ardmagh,  on  this  arofe,  and  obferved,  if  this  or- 
der ftiould  take  place  then  every  illiterate  prieft 
would  take  upon  him  to  read  the  fervice.  But  Sir 
Anthony  retorted  this  anfwer  upon  him,  reply- 
ing,— "  No  ;  your  grace  miftakes  ;  for  we  have 
too  many  illiterate  priefts  amongft  us  already,  who 
neither  can  pronounce  the  Latin,  nor  know  what 
it  means,  any  more  than  the  common  people  that 
hear  them  ;  but  when  the  people  fhall  hear  the 
Liturgy  in  Englilh,  they  and  the  prieft  >vill  then 
undcrftand  what  they  pray  for." 
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And  after  fome  more  altercation  Dowdal  and  fc- 
veral  of  the  fuflfragan  biihops  under  him  retired^ 
t)nly  the  bifhop  of  Meath  ftaying  with  the  reft  of 
thc^clcrgy  then  affembled.  Then  Sir  Anthony  took 
up  the  order,  and  holding  it  out  to  George  Brown^ 
trchbilhop  of  Dublin,  (who  received  it  ftanding 
up)  faid,  **  This  order,  good  brethren,  is  from 
our  gracious  king,  and  from  the  reft  of  our  brethren, 
the  lathers  and  clergy  of  England,  who  have  con- 
fulted  herein,  and  compared  the  hoJy  fcripturea 
with  what  they  have  done  ;  unto  whom  I  fubmit, 
as  Jefus  did  to  Cseiar  [A  ftrange  fimile,  but 
fpoken  according  to  the  fpirit  of  thofe  times]  in  all 
things  juft  and  lawful,  making  no  queftion.  Why, 
or.  Wherefore,  as  we  own  him  our  true  and  law- 
ful king.** 

And  in  confequencc  of  this  order,,  wc  find  that 
the  liturgy,  in  the  Englifh  tongue  was  read  in  Chrift 
Church  Dublin,  on  the  Eafter-Sunday  enfuing, 
trchbifhop  Brown  preaching  a  fermon  from^  this 
text.  Open  thou  mim  eyes  tkat  I  may  fee  the  win- 
ders of  thy  law, — But,  however  it  happened,  the 
archbifhop  and  the  deputy  not  agreeing^  the  for- 
mer preferred  ibme  complaints  againft  the  latter, 
on  which  he  was  recalled,  and  Sir  James  Crofts 
made  lord  deputy  in  his  room,  who  received  the 
folbwing  inftruftions  : 

To  props^te  the  worftiip  of  God  in  the  Ei^- 
lifh  tongue,  and  to  get  the  fervice  tranflated  affo 
intolrifti  in  thofe  places  which  needed  it. — -To  pre- 
vent the  lale  of  bells,  church  goods,  chantry- 
lands,  &c.  To  execute  ths  laws  juftly. — ^To  col- 
led the  revenue  carefully,  and  to  mufter  the  ar- 
my honeftly.— To  get  the  ports  into  the  king's  pof- 
feflion,  that  his  cuftoms  might  be  duly  anfwered. 
— ^To  fearch  for  an  allum  mine. — To  lett  the  king's 
lands,  efpecially  thofe  of  Leix  and  Ophaly,  for 
twenty-one  years  to  fuch  perlbns  as  would  rcfidc 
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upon  them.— To  enquire  into  the  conveniences 
for  building  fhips  in  Ireland.— To  endeavour  to 
perfuade  the  nobility  to  exchange  fome  Irilh  lands 
for  the  like  value  in  England. — Not  to  fuffer  fol- 
diers  to  be  fued,  except  before  the  deputy  or 
marefchal  ;  but  if  juftice  were  not  done  within 
three  months  time,  then  to  remit  them  to  the  com- 
mon law, — ^To  allow  trade  to  all  foreigners,  even 
though  enemies. — And  above  all,  to  reduce  the 
Birnes  and  Tdoles,  and  their  country. 

This  lord  deputy  being  a  firm  proteftant,  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  iSowdal  to  comply  with 
the  order  about  the  liturgy,  which  when  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  do,  the  king  and  council  of 
England  deprived  him  of  the  title  of  Primate  of 
all  Ireland,  which  they  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Dub- 
lin •,  on  which  Dowdal  quitted  the  country,  and 
Hugh  Goodacre  was  made  archbifhop  of  Ardmagh 
in  his  room. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lord  deputy  marched  his 
troops  into  Ulfter,  againft  the  Scotch  iflanders, 
and  the  iQe  of  Raghlin  was  alfo  invaded  by  the 
Englifti,  who,  however,  were  obliged  to  retreat  with 
the  lofs  of  one  of  their  (hips,  and  feveral  men, 
amongft  whom  was  captain  Bagnal,  who  was  af- 
terwards exchanged  for  one  Mac  Donald,  then 
prifoner  in  Dublin  5 — and  fo  ended  that  expedi- 
tion. 

When  the  lord  deputy  returned  out  of  Ulfter, 
Matthew,  baron  of  Dungannon,  fon  of  O'Neil,  earl 
of  Tyrone  (who  had  made  his  fubmiflion  to  Henry 
VIII.)  complained  againft  his  father,  on  which  the 
latter  was  imprifoned,  and  Matthew  was  aflifted  by 
the  Englifti  with  fome  troops  to  fubdue  his  bro- 
thers, who  were  in  arms  againft  him  on  this  ac- 
count ;  but  he  and  his  allies  were  defeated  and 
hinifelf  flain  in  the  aftion  fome  time  after,  on  which 
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as  his  accufer  was  no  more,  the  earl  of  Tyrone 
was  releafed  from  his  confinement,  on  giving  hoC- 
tages  for  his  good  behavionr.  And  thus  the  Eng* 
lilh  in  Ireland  afFefted  a  part  like  that  of  the  an- 
cient Romans,  taking  cognizance  of  the  caufes  of 
their  tributaries,  and  by  the  fame  kind  of  policy, 

generally  taking  the  part  of  the  weaker  againft  the 
rongen  At  mis  period  Mac  Coghlan  fubmitting 
was  reftored  to  his  territory  of  Delvin.  About 
the  fame  time  in  England,  the  duke  of  Someriet* 
proteftor  of  the  kingdom,  being  accufed  by  a  fac- 
tion, was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  his  own  nephew, 
king  Edward,  figning  his  death  warrant.-— —And 
this  year  the  young  titz  Gerald,  heir  to  thehoufe 
of  Kildare,  whofe  life  had  been  preferved  almoft 
miraculoufly,  was  received  into  favour,  had  the 
greateft  part  of  the  family  cftate  reftored  to  him, 
and  was  at  length  created  earl  of  Kildare,  and  ba- 
ron of  Ophaly,  to  the  great  joy  and  furprife  of 
his  friends. 

The  lord  deputy  marched  again  into  Ulfter,  but 
took  with  him  only  a  fmall  force,  expefting  to  be 
joined  by  the  baron  Dungannon,  who  endeavoured 
to  do  fo,  but  was  prevented  by  his  brother  3hane 
O'Neal's  furprifing  his  camp  in   the  night,    and 
flaughtering  his  troops,  on  which  news  the  lord 
depujcy  returned  to  Dublin.     Sir  Nicholas  Bagnal 
and  Hugh  Mac  Murrough  had  encountered  each 
other  before  this  time,  but  neither  part  obtained 
a  vidory.     In  the  mean  time  the  garrifon  of  Ath- 
loan  at  Cluan  Macnoife  pillaged  and  deftroyed  all 
that  come  in  their  way.     Donough,  earl  of  Tho- 
mond,  notwithftanding  the  fettlement  made  upon 
him  and  his  heirs,  had  great  contefts  with  his  un- 
cles, and  was  at  laft  murdered  and  fucceeded  by 
his  fon  Cnogher. 

The  lord  deputy  departing  for  England,  Sir 
Thomas  Cufack  ^d  Sir  Gerald  Ailmer  were  chofen 
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lords  juftices  by  the  council,  to  whom  Mac  Neal 
Op;e,  of  Clandcboy  made  his  fubmiflion,  but  the  con- 
tcfts  between  the  earl  of  Tyrone  and  his  fon  Shane 
O'Neil  ftill  fubfifted,  in  other  parts-,  TeigeRoe 
O'Mlaghlin  murdered  Neil  Mac  Phelimy,  and  was 
afterwards  himfclf  flain  by  the  baron  of  Delvin 
and  the  garrifon  of  Athlone;  whilft  in  Connaught 
Richard  Burk  had  wars  with  the  fons  of  Thomas 
Burk,  the  former  of  whom  was  taken  prifoner, 
having  loft  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  followers  ; 
and  Richard,  earl  of  Clanrickard  befieged  the 
caftle  of  John  Burk,  but  could  not  take  it,  be- 
caufe  Daniel  0*Brian  marched  to  its  relief. 
Thus  were  the  Irifli  all  at  variance  amongft  them* 
fclves,  and  provifions  being  fcarce,  the  country 
was  threatened  with  the  evils  of  famine  as  well  as 
the  fword  5  when,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  confufions, 
the  king  died  at  Greenwich,  in  the  fixteenth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  feventh  of  his  reign,  on  the 
fixth  day  of  July,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
not  without  fome  fufpicion  of  poifon.— 

During  the  whole  of  his  reign  both  himfelf  and 
his  people  had  been  the  dupes  of  an  ambitious  and 
fa£tious  nobility. — Twooppofite  parties  were  ftriig- 
gling  for  power,  and  religion  was  occafionally  made 
the  ftalking  horfe  of  either. — Edward  was  himfelf 
reckoned  an  amiable  prince,  yet  he  had  put  to 
death  his  own  uncle,  and  been  the  caufe  of  the 
deftruftion  of  fome  thousands  of  his  deluded  peo- 
ple.— And  being  over-perfuaded  by  thofe  about 
him,  the  laft  aftion  of  his  life,  though  well  meant^ 
was  likely  to  have  proved  the  worft,  namely,  that 
of  bequeathing  the  crown  to  lady  Jane  Grey,  daugh^ 
ter  of  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  in  injury  to  both  his 
fitters,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  which  might  have  in- 
volved this  land  in  all  the  miferies  of  a  civil  war.  ^-^ 
Upon  the  whole,  it  feems  that  ihis  prince  was  of 
a  very  good  difpofition,  and  had  excellent  talents  for 
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learning,  but,  whether  from  his  being  furn)unde4 
by  evil  counfellors,  or  on  account  of  his  tender 
years,  he  certainly  ex|^ibited  none  for  government. 
His  heart  was  fet  upon  ^  thorough  reformation, 
which  his  theological  knowledge  led  him  to  judg^ 
neccflary  j  but  he  was  much  too  hafty  in  endea? 
vouring  to  eflFeft  it. — Had  he,  inflead  of  im^ 
merGng  himfelf  in  divinity,  ftudied  the  humaii 
heart,  he  would  have  confidered  it  as  a  hard  mat- 
ter at  once  to  eradicate  prejudices  from  the  minds 
of  a  multitude,  cfpecially  fuch  whereon  they  imar 
gined  their  falvation  itfclf  to  depend. — But  per-r 
haps  he  was  too  young  to  confider  thefe  things  -,  and^ 
in  confequence,  his  reign  fumilhed  fome  ftrilynj^ 
inftances  of  the  unhappinefs  of  a  nation  that  ii 
fubjeft  %o  a  minor  king. — 

The  death  of  Edward  being  concealed  by  the 
duke  of  Northumberland,  whofe  fourth  fon,  lorcl 
Guildford  Dudley  was  married  to  lady  Jane  Grey^ 
the  princefs  Mary  was  advanced  within  fevcntcea 
miles  of  London  before  ihe  heard  of  her  brother's 
deceale,  and  when  ftie  was  informed  of  that  evtnt, 
(he  at  the  fame  time  received  intelligence  of  her 
being  excluded  from  the  fucceffion  by  the  council, 
whereupon  fhe  wrote  to  them  to  complain  of  the 
injury,  and  immediately -,  afterwards  withdrew  to 
the  fea  coaft  of  Suffolk,  there  to  w^it  the  event  of 
things,  and  prepare  againfl;  the  worft  that  might 
happen. 

The  dukes  of  Suffolk  and  Northumberland 
then  caufed  Jane  to  be  proclaimed  queen  of  Eng-r 
land,  fetting  afide  Mary,  on  thatunjuft  pretence  of 
her  beiqg  the  offspring  of  an  inceftuous  marriage, 
gnd  of  her  mother,  the  injured  Catherine's  having 
b^n  divorced  from  the  king  her  father :  never- 
thelefs  this  flimfy  pretence  could  not  blind  the  p^o» 
pie,  who  after  twelve  days  fpent  in  mock  royalty, 
dctfirpncd  the  ufurper,  and  placed  th?ir  rightful 
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queen  upon  the  throne, I^dy  Jane  Grey  aFrer- 

wards  fuffcred  decapitation  (to  fpcak  truly)  for  faults 
not  her  own,  being  ever  averfc  to  the  ufiirpatioh 
her  relations  obliged  her  to  conform  to.  She  was 
one  of  the  nDoft  virtuous,  beautiful^  and  accom- 
plifhed  young  ladies  of  the  age,  and  certainly  would 
not  have  been  put  to  death,  even  by  Mary  her- 
felf,  had  (he  not  been  terrified  into  that  cruel  mea- 
fure  by  a  fubfequent  rebellion. — Indeed  it  is  plea- 
fant  to  obferve  to  what  (hifts  fome  furious  bigots 
to  a  party  are  driven  to  prove  the  nullity  of  Ma- 
ry's right ;  but  as  thefe  difcullions  are  not  to 
my  purpofe,  having  much  matter  to  bring  into 
fmall  compafs,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  them  than 
that  the  arguments  are  aftually  falfe  and  abfurd  ia 
themfelves,  and  Mary  being  poflcflTed  both  of  he* 
reditary  and  ele&ive  right,  mod  of  thofe  who  have 
ufed  them  mud  have  known  them  in  fafb  to  be  fo. 
But  to  proceed. — 

On  queen  Mary*s  accefllon  to  the  throne.  Sir  ^;^f- 
Thomas  Cufack,  and  Gerald  Ailmer  wercconti-- 
nued  lords  juftices,  and  her  fuccedlon  being  noti- 
fied, wherein  (he  was  ftyled  Supreme  Head  of  the 
Church,  liberty  of  mafs  was  granted  to  thofe  who 
chofc  to  ufe  it,  and  the  queen  being  crowned, 
granted  a  general  pardon  to  all  her  fubjcfts  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  which  is  genetally  a  political 
ftep,  where  any  potentate  fuccecds  after  a  reigii 
that  has  been  marked  with  any  inreftine  broils 
pr  civil  commotions. 

Yet  O'Connor  was  in  this  time  invading  Ophaly 
and  O'Neal  was  at  arms  in  the  county  of  Louth, 
but  both  were  fuppreffcd  by  the  lords  juftices,  and 
the  latter  receiving  a  great  overthrow  near  Dun- 
dalk  where  he  lolt  many  of  his  men,  was  pre- 
vented from  becoming  farther  iroublefomc. 

— ^  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger,  lord  deputy  arriving 
m)w  took  the  ttfual  oaths,   and  received  the  fword 

at 


M'^^' 


Maiy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


410       H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    o  F    I  R  E  L  A  N  D. 

at  Chrift  Church.  At  this  time  the  baron  of  DeU 
vin,  and  the  Mac  Coghlans  made  war  upon  each 
other,  which  proved  very  tedious  and  ruinous  to 
the  territory  of  Dclvin.  And  Owen  Mac  Gennis 
was  confirmed  chief  of  his  fcpt  or  iribr,  on 
making  fubniiflion  to  the  queen's  deputy*  and 
agreeing  to  certain  conditions. 

The  archbifhop  of  Ardmagh,  who  had  fled,  was 
now  re-called,  and  reftored  to  his  primacy. 
The  n^rried  clergy  were  deprived  ;  and  Lancaf- 
ter,  bifhop  of  Kildarc,  and  Traverfe,  bifhop  of 
Leighlin,  Bale,  bifhop  of  Oflfory,  and  Cafy,  bi* 
(hop  of  Limerick,  being  all  proteftants,  fled  in 
their  turn  to  foreign  climates,  catholic  prelates  be- 
ing inftituted  in  their  room.  Dr.  Wal(h  was  made 
bilhop  of  Meath,  Hugh  Carvin  of  Dublin,  and 
Thomas  Levereute  of  Kildare  :  the  pope  alfo  niade 
Thomas  0*Fihely  bifhop  of  Leighlin,  and  Hugh 
Lacy  was  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Limerick*  and 
John  Thonory  got  poflfefllon  of  the  bi(hopric  of 
Ophaly,  though  bis  leafes  were  afterwards  voided, 
becaufe  Bale  was  never  deprived. 

Gerald,  earl  of  Kildare,  having  been  reftored  in 
May,  came  over  this  year  to  take  pofiefiion  of  his 
eftates,  with  whom  alfo  came  Brian  Fitz  Patrick, 
the  late  king  Edward's  favourite,  and  Thoinas, 
earl  of  Ormond,  who  had  behaved  themfelves  well 
in  the  aflPair  of  Wyatt*s  rebellion,  which  was  raifed 
in  England  on  account  of  the  queen's  marriage  with 
Philip  of  Spain, 

At  this  time  her  majefty  fent  orders  to  rediKe 
the  army  in  Ireland,  which  was  done,  but  not  ex- 
;i(£tly  according  to  her  eftimate,  and  in  the  fequel 
it  appeared  the  deputy  and  council  were  right  in 
their  judgement,  for  it  was  not  long  before  they 
were  obliged  again  to  augment  their  forces^  and  like* 
wife  to  fend  tor  fre(h  fuccours  from  England — 
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The  difputes  among  the  native  Iri(b  ftill  con- 
tinuing— Daniel  O'Brian,  who  claiming  by  Taniftry, 
had  long  contcfted  the  right  to  the  earldom  of 
Tbomond,  and  had  flain  the  prefent  earl's  father^ 
ftill  kept  up  the  difpute  with  the  Ton  ;  and  chough, 
by  mediation  of  the  lord  deputy  and  council  thefe 
rivals  were  apparently  reconciled,  yet  the  quarreU 
ibon  broke  out  again,  as  feems.to  have  been  the 
cuftom  of  the  natives  of  that  unhappy  country. — 
Charles  O'Cafrol,  who  had  killed  Teig  of  the 
fame  name,  was  bimfclf  murdered  by  William 
O'Dar,  O^Carrol,  and  the  murderer  feized  upon  the 
feigniory.  The  earl  of  Kildare  and  the  baron  of 
Delvin  going  into  Ulfter  to  aflift  Shane  0*NcaI 
againft  Phelim  Roe  O'Neal,  reaped  little  fruit  from 
iheir  expedition,  but  returned,  after  they  had  lofl: 
about  an  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  a  flcirmifii.— 
But  foon  after  the  earl  of  Tyrone  engaging  Hugh 
Mac  Neal  of  Clandeboy,  was  defeated,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  three  hundred  men ;  and  all  parties 
continued  as  ufual  to  wafte  and  fpoil  each  other's 
land,  CO  the  great  detriment  of  agriculture,  trade^ 
and  commerce,  in  the  ifland. 

At  this  time  Brian  O'Connor,  then  in  the  hands 
of  the  queen,  who  allowed  him  a  penfion  in  Eng- 
land, obtained  leave  to  come  over  to  Ireland,  IliU 
retaining  his  penfion,  This  was  a  great  mark  of 
her  majefty's  confidence  in  him,  but  he  had  not 
been  long  in  the  ifland  before  he  was  accqfed'of 
having  little  defer ved  it,  and  being  taken  up  on 
fufpicion  of  forming  fome  confederacies  againft  the 
ftate,  was  committed  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  Dub- 
lin ;  but  on  giving  his  fon  Roderic  as  an  hoftage, 
for  his  peaceable  behaviour  he  was  at  length  fet  at 
liberty. 

The  queen  chofe  at  this  time  to  make  fome  pro- 
motions both  in  church  arid  ftate  -,  — ^nd  this  year 
C^rrickfcrgus  was  befieged  by  the  Scots,  who  com- 
mitted 
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micted  divers  other  depredations  in  Ireland,  while 
the  Cavenaughs  invading  the  countjr  of  Dublin, 
were  defeated,  and  feventy-four  of  them  being  made 
prifoners,  were  banged,  by  order  of  the  lord  de- 
puty. 

Thomas  Ratdiff,  lord  Firz- Walter,  was  next 
made  lord  deputy,  who  defeated  the  Scotch  in  Ul- 
fter,  and  took  Shane  O'Neal  and  feveral  others  of 
Che  Irifh  into  his  proteftion,  but  Shane  rifing  in 
arms  foon  after  his  fubmilfion,  was  proclaimed  i 
traitor,  and  flain  in  confequence  of  his  revolt. 

The  new  lord  deputy  went  into  Ulfter,  where 
he  fought  to  engage  the  rebels  as  his  predecefTor  had 
done,  burned  Ardmagh,  and  proceeded  to  Ncwry ; 
but  being  ordered  into  England,  was  obliged  to 
depart,  after  having  taken  hoftages  from  many  of 
the  Irilh  for  their  good  behaviour  ;  and  in  his  room, 
Hugh  Curvin  and  Sir  Henry  Sidney  were  made 
lords  juftices. — Sir  Henry  attacked  Arthur  MoUoy, 
and  over-run  his  country.  At  this  time  Shane 
O'Neal  invading  Tyrconnel,  had  his  camp  furprifed 
in  the  i>ight  by  Calvagh  O'Donnel,  and  was  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  flight  to  fave  himfelf  amidft  the 
general  rout  and  flaughter. 

The  next  deputy  was  Thomas,  earl  of  Eflcx, 
who  marching  into  Munfter  againft  Daniel  0*Brian 
took  the  caftles  of  Bunratty  and  Clare,  and  reftored 
the  country  to  the  earl  of  Thomond,  who  fworc 
to  continue  loyal  to  the  queen,  and  to  perform  ar- 
ticles with  the  lord  deputy,  to  whom  the  earl  of 

Defmond  alfo    made  his    fubmillion ; he   alfo 

wafted  Cantire  in  Scotland,  and  reduced  feveral 
parts  of  Ulftcr,  through  which  he  returned,  to  obe- 
dience to  the  Englifli  government. 

Sir  Henry  Sidney  being  fworn  lord  juftice  bad 
a  new  great  feal  fent  him,  as  had  three  other  great 
officers  of  ft  ate,  and  held  the  government  at  the 
death  of  the  queen,  which  happened  on  the  fcveo- 
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tecnth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  £frecn  hun- 
dred  and  fifteen,  in  the  forty-third  year  of  her  age, 
and  the  fixth  of  her  reign,  and  with  her  expired 
the  chief  hopes  of  the  catholics  in  England,  who 
under  her  protedtion  had  proceeded  againfl:  the  pro-* 
teftants  with  all  the  brutal  rage  that  ignorant  zeal 
and  the  fury  of  religious  bigotry  could  infpire. 

Elizabeth  fuccccdcd  her  fitter  Mary  on  the  Eng-    .  ^^ 
lifh  chrone,  but  was  too  politic  to  adopt  a  religion 
by  the  rules  of  which  (he  muft  have  acknowledged 
her  own  birch  to  be  illegitimate.     She  viewed  both 
the  contending  parties  with  a  cautious  eye,  and        /  s  /  / 
having  firft  partly  availed  herfelf  of  the  intereil  of        /V/^*  -> 
one  to  gain  the  crown,  Ihe  afterwards  declared  in     ^^-  ^   {j" 
favour  of  the   other',   and  yet  had  the  good  po-  '?  / 

licy  to  (ecure  herfelf  in  the  government,  notwith* 
Handing  any  of  the  efibrts  of  either  %  —her  fud- 
den  breaking  with  Philip  of  Spain»  who  had  mar* 
Tied  her  fifter  Mary,  was  not  perhaps  the  moft 
prudent  meafure  fhe  could  have  adopted,  as  it  rent 
Calais  ("loft  in  the  former  reign)  for  ever  from  the 
Knglifh  crown,  and  created  her  a  formidable  ene* 
iny,  who  ever  after  fought  her  ruin  ;  never thelefs, 
ihe  fo  abundantly  made  amends  for  this  falfe  ftep, 
by  her  wife  choice  of  able  counfellors,  who  found 
means  to  cut  out  work  for  her  enemies  abroad,  and 
by  the  uniform  conduft  fhe  obferved  with  refpedi; 
to  checking  factions  at  home,  that  (he  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  reign  no  lefs  glorious  to  herfelf, 
than  advantageous  to  her  people,  over  whom, 
notwithflanding,  fiie  (hewed  a  moft  ardent  defire 
as  ever  prince  did  to  play  the  tyrant. 

This  queen,  who  was  proclaimed  immediately 
upon  her  fitter's  death,  was  crowned  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  January,  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and 
fifty-eight,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  and 
having  by  her  wifdom  obviated  every  obftacle  that 
could  arife  to  prevent  her  alfoming  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment, 
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vcrnment,  was  received  by  the  people  with  i\:t 
grcatcft  tokens  of  joy  and  fatisfaftion. 
'  Thomas  carl  of  Soflcx,  being  at  that  tiaie  lord 
deputy  of  Ireland,  the  queen  for  a  while  continued 
him  in  his  office,  fending  him  a  fet  of  inftruAions 
relative  to  the  relation  of  certain  affairs,  which 
however  they  might  concern  the  good  govern* 
mcnt  of  the  country,  arc  of  too  little  confequencf, 
as  to  the  matter  of  them,  to  be  recited  in  this  bii- 
tory. 

When  he  was  re-called,  Sir  Henry  Sidney  was 
made  lord  deputy,  who  found  himfelf  fomewhat 
cmbar raffed  in  fettling  the  fucceflion  of  the  CyNcal 
family.— ^For  Shane,  legitimate  fon  of  the  carl  of 
Tyrone,  took  upon  him  the  name  of  0*Nea!, 
Which  his  father  had  difclaimed,  and  with  fome 
Ihew  of  reafon  difowned  the  Englrfh  juriftliftion, 
being  incenfed  at  thofe  laws  by  which  he  faw  him* 
felf  cut  off  from' his  inheritance,  his  brother  Mat- 
thew, who  was  a  baftard,  having  been  preferred 
before  him,  whom  Shane  on  that  account  put  to 
death,  and  imprifoned  his  father  for  his  partiality, 
who  ended  by  grief  a  life  that  had  been  full  of 
troubles. 

Sir  Henry  Sidney  marching  to  Dundalk,  (cnta 
fummons  to  this  Shane  to  appear  before  hiro, 
which  the  latter  declined  complying  with,  but  to 
fhew  the  defire  he  had  of  being  upon  good  terms 
with  the  chief  governor,  courteously  invited  him 
to  come  to  his  houfe,  and  become  his  goffip.  Sir 
Henry  accordingly  accepted  the  invitation  ;  but 
when  he  began  expofl-Ulating  with  Shane  concerning 
the  daring  fteps  he  had  taken,  the  Irilh  chief  ob- 
ferved.  That  his  father's  furrender  was  void ;  becaufb 
in  effeft  he  had  but  an  eftate  for  life  in  his  prin- 
cipality by  Taniftry,  nor  could  make  a  furrender  with* 
out  the  concurrence  of  the  lords  of  his  country  ; 
moreover,  he  urged  that  the  letters  patent  muft  be 
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void  by  the  Englifh  laws,  becaufe  no  inquifition 
was  rakcn  before  they  were  pafTed,  and  none 
could  be  taken,  unlefs  Tyrone  were  made  (hire- 
ground.  He  concluded  with  urging  his  own  leg!- 
limacy,  and  infiding  chac  what  he  held  was  by 
prefcripcion.  As  there  was  fome  colour'  of  argu- 
ment in  what  Shane  had  advanced,  the  lord  deputy 
contented  himfclf  with  faying,  "  That  the  matter 
being  of  great  confequence  there  was  no  doubt  but' 
when  it  (hould  be  referred  to  the  queen  (he  would 
give  a  right  determination,'*  in  the  mean  time  ad- 
vifing  Shane  to  remain  quiet,  and  wait  the  event 
with  patience ; — and  fo  they  parted  friends,  though 
without  having  determined  upon  any  thing. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Suflcx,  knight  of  the  garter,  a.  j>. 
this  year  came  over  as  lord  deputy,  who  brought 
ouer  with  him  feveral  inftrnflions  concerning  the 
viftualling  of  the  army,  the  holding  of  Irilb  eftatea 
after  the  £ngli(h  manner,  &c.  and  fome  which 
related  to  the  fetting  up  the  worfhip  of  God  in 
Ireland,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  was  praftifed  in 
England. 

For  having  employed  Dr.  Parker  privately  to 
reform  the  liturgy,  the  queen  had  publilhed  a  pro- 
clamation allowing  divine  fervice  to  be  performed 
in  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  giving  leave  to  her  fub- 
jeds  CO  read  the  fcriptures,  which  proclamation  did 
but  forerun  many  things  of  more  confequence, 
which  (he  had  determined  to  eflfeft. — The  parlia- 
ment  of  England  meeting  after  this,  among  many 
other  ftatutes  enafted  the  following, — That  the 
fuprcmacy  of  the  church  (hould  be  vefted  in  the 
foverclgn. — That  thofe  afts  which  had  palTed  in  Ed- 
ward the  Sixth's  reign,  relative  to  religion,  (hould 

be  confirmed  and  eftablifhcd. That  the  queen 

(hould  have  the  power  of  nomination  to  bifhoprics. 
7— That  no  pcrfon  fliould,  by  writing  or  fpcaking,  fa- 
vour 
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vour  foreign  authorityi— That  there  ftiould  bctn 
uniformity  of  worfhip. — That  the  queen,  on  iheVA^ 
cancy  or  any  biOiopric  might  refume  its  tempo- 
ralities.--That  (he  Ihould  be  put  in  poOeffion  of 
all  religious  boufes.  And,  that  the  condemnation 
of  the  Romifh  bifhops,  in  the  reign  of  Bdward  the 
Sixth,  was  abfolutely  juft  and  le^. — 

From  ihefc  ftatUtes  it  .was  cafy  to  fee  how  lit- 
tle the  catholics  had  to  hope  or  expt&  from  Eli- 
zabeth I  but  thdr  experience  came  too  late.  That 
princels  had  carried  herielf  fo  artfully  that  the 
Romanifts  who  were  in  pofieffion  of  moft  of  the 
power  in  the  kingdom,  at  the  thne  of  Mary's 
deceafe,  had  fet  her  Gfter  up  as  a  favourer,  •  or  at 
leaft  not  a  perfecutor,  of  their  religion ;  nay  (be 
had  even  pretended  to  be  a  catholic.  But  now  ith 
cenfcd  at  her  proceedings,  the  lower  houfc  of  convo- 
cation, in  a  petition  to  her  majefiy,  op^itly  efpooted 
the  caufe  of  the  catholics.  A  public  difpute  was 
:^terwards  propofed  between  feveral  learned  dodon 
of  boih  perfuafions,  which  however  canne  to  no- 
thing :  the  reafon  for  which  is  faid  to  be  that  tbi 
catholic  champions  declined  engaging  in  the  cod« 
iroverfy  without  the  pope's  permi(Iion,  which  they 
were  not  fu^ni(hed  with.  But  in  confequence  of 
thefe  proceeding^,  founeen  bt(hops,  artd  a  great  nunn 
ber  of  the  inferior  clergy  refigned  their  fees  and 
^)cntlices,  which  were  immediately  filled  up  wich 
prote(lants»  a  circumftance  that  (erred  ftill  more 
to  weaken  the  caufe  chat  the  others  (trove  to  dc^ 
fcnd. 

—To  return.— The  chief  of  the  lord  deputy's 
inftruftions  were  thefe  : — 

Firft,  That  the  army  (hoold  be  three  hundred 
and  twenty-fix  horfe^  eight  hundred  and  fixty-fou' 
foot,  and  three  hundred  Kerns. 

Secondly.  That  port-corn  (hould  be. referred  to- 
wards vidualling  the  army. 

Thirdly, 
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'  Thirdly^  That  he  fcould  endeavour  to  people 
Ulfter  with  Englilh,  and  to  recover  Lecale,  New- 
ry,  and  Carlin^ord,  from  the  Scots,  and  ihoul4 
rccompencc  Sir  Nicholas  Bzgnal  for  his  intcreft 
in  Ulftcr. 

Fourthly,  That  Mac  Carthy  Ihould  be  ordered 
to  hold  his*  eftate  after  the  Engliih  manner,   as 

the  earls  of  Thomorid  and  Clanrickard  did. r 

And  he  had  alfo  other  inftrudions  to  himj  and 
the  courtcili  to  fet  up  the  worlhip  of  God,  as  it 
-Was  in  England,  and  to  make  fuch  ftatutes  next 
parliament  as  were  lately  made  in  England  ^tt/4- 
//>  mutandis  and  to  difpofe  of  Leix  and  Ophaly 
to  the  bcft  advantage  of  the  queen  and  the  coun- 
try. 

And  the  deputy  afterwards  held  a  parliament  at 
Dublin^  on  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  which 
cnafted  the  following  laws,  and  then  was  ^if* 
folvcd  on  the  tweUth  of  February. 
'  Firft,  That  the  ancient  jurifdiftion  over  the 
ftate,  ecclefiaftical  and  fpiritual  fhould  be  reftored-  to 
the  crown,  and  foreign  authority  abolifhed-,  and 
that .  the  ads  of  appeals  and  faculties  be  revived  ; 
and  alio  as  much  of  the  aft  of  marriage  as  concerns 
confanguinity.— 'And  the  aft  of  repeal  made  the 
third  and  fourth  of  Philip  and  Mary  repealed.—^ 
And  an  aft  of  the  third  and  fourth  of  Philip  and . 
Mary  to  revive  three  ftatutes  concerning  herefy ; 
and  the  three  ftatutes  therein  named  to  be  repealed, 
except  fo  much  thereof  as  concerns  premunire.-^ 
And  that  the  queen  and  her  fuccefibrs  may  appoint 
commiffiorters  to  exercife  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftion. 
And  that  all  officers  and  mlnifters  ecclefiaftical 
or  lay,  all  ecclefiaftical  perfons,  and  every  one 
that  has  the  queen*s  wages  ftiall  take  the  oath 
of  fupremacy,  on  pain  of  lofing  his  office,  and 
that  he  ftiiall  be  incapable  of  bearing  any  .office  ec- 
clefiaftical or  temporal,    if  he  obftinately  refufes 

Vol  I.  *  E  c  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4i8         HISTORY    ofr    IRELAND. 

the  oath  tendered  to  him.-^He  that  fucd  Livery 
or  took  orders  was  to  take  the  oath  ;  and  a  pe^ 
nitent  upon  taking  the  oath  was  to  be  rtftorcd 
to  his  office  of  inheritance. 

He  that  did  extol,  mainuin  or  advance  foreign 
jurifdiftion  was  for  the  firft  offence  to  lofe  his 
goods :  and  if  they  were  not  worth  twenty  pounds 
then  a  year's  imprifonment  without  bail,  befides ; 
and  if  it  were  an  eccleilaftical  perfon,  he  was  like- 
wife  to  Ic^e  all  his  benefices,  and  the  fecond  of- 
fence to  be  premunire,  and  the  third  high  trea- 
fon,  provided  the  profecution  for  words  was  with- 
in half  a  year  after  the  fpeaking.  Nothing  was 
to  be  adjudged  herefy  but  what  had  been  fo  by 
the  fcripturc,  the  firft  four  general  councils,  or 
fome  other  general  council,  by  exprcfs  words  of 
fcripture>  or  fhould  be  by  ad  of  parliamenL— — 
That  there  muft  be  two  witneffes. — And  no  man 
to  beefteemed  as  acceffory  till  two  witneffes  proved 
he  knew  the  guilt  of  the  principal  before  he  re- 
lieved  him,  &c. 

Secondly,  An  adt  for  uniformity  of  common 
prayer. 

Thirdly,  An  aft  for  reftitution  of  the  firft 
fruits,  and  twentieth  part  of  the  fpiritual  benefices 
to  the  crown. 

Fourthly,  An  aft  for  confecrating  archbifhops 
ahd  bifliops. 

Fifthly,  An  aft  of  recognition  of  the  queen's 
title. 

Sbcthly,  To  make  it  premunire  to  fay  the  queen 
had  no  right  to  the  crown,  and  trcafon  to  write 
it. 

Seventhly,  The  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem 
be  united  to  the  crown.— ^— 

The  Irilh  parliament  being  diffolved,  and  the 
lord  deputy    embarking  for  England,    in   order 
to  give  an  account  of  their  proceedings.  Sir  Wil- 
liam 
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liam  Fitz-Williams  was  left  to  fupply  his  place, 
who  found  that  Shane  O'Neal,  though  he  had 
been  quiet  during  the  remainder  of  his  prede- 
ceffor^s  adminiftration,  did  not  chufe  to  remain 
fo  in  his.— For  he  now  levied  forces,  with  which 
he  defeated  O'Reyley,  took  the  chief  of  Tyr- 
connel  prifoner,  together  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, feized  upon  his  lands  and  goods,  an^  car* 
ried  all  before  him  in  Ulfter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  Suflex  came  back 
from  England,  whither  he  had  orders  to  fend  over 
the  earl  of  Kildare  •,  after  which  he  made  a  fe- 
cond  voyage  to  England ;  but  when  he  returned, 
he  found  Shane  again  in  arms,  whom  he  again  forced 
to  a  fubmifllon,  which  he  repeated  in  England^ 
and  received  fome  prefents  from  the  queen,  be- 
fides  borrowing  of  her  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  obtaining  a  commiflfion  to  be 
fcnt  over  to  examine  into  fonic  complaints  of 
his,  which  her  majefty  was  willing  to  take  cog- 
nizance, of. 

.  And  Shane,  on  his  return,  feemed  willing 
enough  to  prove  loyal  5  for  he  drove  the  Scots 
out  of  Ulfter,  and  maintained  good  order  in  his 
diftrift;  but  being  rather  imperious  to  his  vaf- 
fals,  Mac  Guire  complained  of  him  to  the  govern- 
ment, Shane,  when  inftead  of  fubmitting  his  claims 
to  their  decifion,  invaded  Fermenagh,  expelled 
Mac  Guire,  burned  the  church  of  Ardmagh,  and 
beficged  Dundalk,  from  which  laft  place^  though 
he  was  repulfed,  he  fpoiled  and  wafted  the  coun  - 
try  the  lord  lieutenant  being  recalled  before  he 
could  aft  againft  him. 

Sir  Nicholas  Arnold  was  next  made  lord  juf- 

tice  5  but,  foon  after,  he  refigned  his  office  to  Sir 

Henry  Sidney,  who   was  now  again  made  lord 

deputy,    and,  like  the  reft,  brought  feveral  in- 

£  e  2  ftru£tion» 
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ftruftions  over  with  him,  which  tended  to  the 
well  being  of  the  church  and  ftate. 
"  And  inUeed  there  was  occafion  for  thefe  and 
more,  things  being  in  great  confufion  in  the 
country,  notwithftanding  all  the  care  government 
at  this  time  took  to  fet  them  in  order. 

In  Connaught,  the  earl  of  Clanrickard  and  Mac 
William  Outer  fpread  defolation  over  the  face  of 
the  country. — The  Birnes,  the  Tools,  the  Cavan- 
fiaghs  O'Murroughs  and  O'Mores  wafted  Lcinftcr. 
— Munfter  was  nearly  ruined  by  the  dlflentions 
between  the  earls  of  Ormond  and  Defmond,  the 
latter  of  whom  had  lately  received  an  ovenhrow, 
in  which  he  had  loft  two  hundred  and  eighty 
of  his  men  •,  Sir  Daniel  O'Brian  and  the  ean  of 
Thomond  over-running  the  country  known  by  the 
latter  name. 

Ormond  and  Defmond  however  thought  proper 
to  lay  their  caufe  before  the  queen  in  coun- 
cil ;  but  her  penetration  being  fo  great  that  fhe  faw 
their  difputes  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  fettfed 
in  another  country  without  farther  enquiries,  Ac 
reiblved  to  fcttle  the  matter  by  commiffioners, 
who  were  accordingly  fent  over,  and  in  veiled 
with  the  powers  neceflary  for  that  purpdfe,  and 
'  the  two  lords    were   bound   in  recognifantes  or 

no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds  each,  to 
ftand  to  the  queen*s  determination. 

About  this  time  Mac  Carthy  More,  of  Mnn- 
fter,  went  over  to  England,  and  there  fubmittcd 
and  furrendered  his  ertattj  into  the  hands  of  Eli- 
zabeth, who  reftorcd  it  to  him  again,  by  letters 
patent,     creating    him    earl    of    Glencar,    and 

baron  of  Valentia. O'SulIevan  likewiie  took 

a  patent  for  his  eftate  Which  was  granted  him, 
among  other  ftipulations,  oh  condition  of  hb 
paying  the  rents  and  fervices  due  to  the  above 

men- 
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meiKioncd  earl  of  Glencar,  which  rents  and  fer-r 
vices  were  as   folJow: — 

Firft,  To  aid  him  with  his  whole  ftrength  on 
fummons,  and  fco  be  the  marefchal  of  his  army, 
r  Secondly,  Every  arable  or  plow  land  to  furnilh 
five  Gallowglafles  or  Kerns,  or  to  pay  fix  (hil- 
lings and  eiglit-pence,  or  a  beef  for  each,  at  thq 
election  of  a  Mac  Carthy  More, 

Thirdly,That  Mac  Carthy  (hould  have  half  a  crown 
for  every  fhip  that  came  to  filh  or  merchandize  in 
0'Sullivan*s  harbours. 

Fourthly,  To  have  merchandife  brox^ht  tbir 
ther  at  the  famp  rate  as  O'Sullivan  had  his. 

Fifthly,  To  entertain  Mac  Carthy  More  and  his 
train  two  days  and  nights  at  Dunboy  ;  and  at  all 
other  times  he  had  occafion  to  travel  that  way^ 
to  cnteruin  Mac  Carthy  and  his  body  fcrvancs, 
and  to  quarter  the  reft  on  the  country. 

Sixthly,  He  was  to  fend  horfc-meat  to  Pallice, 
for  Mac  Carthy's  (addle-horfes,  and  pay  the  groom 
three  fl^illings  and  four-pence  out  of  every  arable 
plow-land. 

*  Laftly,  He  was  to  find  the  hounds^  grey-hounds, 
and  fpaniels  of  Mac  Carthy,  whenever  they  came, 
and  to  pay  one  fhilling  and  eight- pence  per 
annum  to  the  huntfman  out  of  every  arable  plow- 
laod. 

But  Shane  was  much  difpleafed  with  Elizabeth 
for  having  ennobled  Mac  Carthy  More,  and  ufed 
to  fay,  •'  That  though  the  queen  had  made  that 
chief  an  eatl,  yet  he  kept  as  gopd  a  man  as  he  s 
that  for  his  own  part,  his  blood  was  better  than 
the  beft,  as  he  was  defcended  from  kings;  and 
as  he  had  won  Ulfter  by  the  fword,  fo  he 
would  alfo  keep  it  by  the  fame  means.*' — Such 
are  the  anfwcrs  he  is  faid  to  have  given  to  thofc 
who  aflured  him  that  if  he  would  lay  down  his 
i  ^ms,  the  queen  would  make  him  carl  of  Ty- 

Ee  3  rone.-— 
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rone.  —  The  Irifti  writers  applaud  him  for  this 
fpirit;  certainly  it  ill  agreed  with  his  repeated 
fubmiflions. 

In  order  to  fupport  his  words  with  aftions, 
O'Neal  kept  on  foot  near  five  thoufand  men, 
and  made  an  attempt  upon  Dundalk,  which  was 
in  his  neighbourhood,  but  was  repulfed  with  lofe, 
notwithftanding  which  check  he  made  inroads  in-^ 
to  the  Pale,  and  could  not  but  be  confidcred 
as  a  formidable  enemy. 

Mean  while  the  queen  fcnt  a  pe-inforcemcnt 
from  England,  who,  under  the  command  of  co- 
lonel Randolph,  arrived  at  Deny,  where  the  lord 
deputy  joined  them,  and  having  left  them  fomc 
of  his  own  foldiers,  furnifhed  them  with  pro- 
vifions,  and  regulated  matters  as  well  as  he  could^ 
he  returned  to  Dublin,  little  conceiving  what 
would  be  the  fate  of  thofe  he  left  behind  him* 

The  Englilh  writers  fay  that  0*Neal,  having 
provoked  the  garrifon  to  make  a  lally,  loft  four 
hundred  men  by  a  furious  attack  they  made 
upon  him,  which,  on  their  fide,  coft  them  their 
colonel,  who  was  the  only  Englifhman  flaio  in 
the  encounter  •,  but  this  ftory  fecms  improbable; 
nor  is  it  of  much  confequcnce  to  afcertdn  the 
truth  or  falfify  of  it,  fince,  whatever  fuccefs  co- 
lonei  Randolph's  men  might  have  in  a  fally,  it 
is  certain  that  foon  after  the  powder  magazine 
blowing  up,  both  the  fort  and  town  of  Deny 
were  deftroyed,  a  great  part  of  the  foldiers  mi- 
serably perifhcd,  ajid  the  reft,  being  left  deftitute 
of  ammunition  and  proviiions,  were  obliged  to 
return  to  Dublin. 

At  the  fame  tin^e,  the  lord  deputy  received 
intelligence  that  the  earl  of 'Defmond  was  up  in 
arms  in  Munftcr,  and  that  it  was  feared  he  in- 
tended to  join  O'Neal ;  on  which  he  fcnt .  him  a 
fummons  to  appear   immediately,   and  the  earl 
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obeying  accordingly,  was  fent  with  Sir  Warham 
Saindeger,  and  a  party  of  horfc,  to  guard  the 
Pale  from  incurGons,  .     . 

In  the  month  of  September,  the  lord  deputy 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  through 
TJlfter  to  Galway,  the  Irilh  fometimes  appearing 
in  his  rear,  but  nothing  except  a  few  flight  fkir- 
rniflies  enfuing. — He  eftablifticd  Sir  Edward  Fitton 
prefident  of  Connaught,  took  the  caftle  of  Rofcom- 
mon,  and  garrifoned  it.  In  lus  progrefs,  he  rcftored 
O'Donnel  to  the  poffeflion  of  his  two  caftles  of 
Ballyfhannon  and  Donnegal,  and  received  the  fub-^ 
miflions  of  feveral  chiefs  that  were  formerly  de- 

fendant  upon  O'Neal;  —  he  having  difcharged 
is  army  at  Athlone,  as  foon  as  he  returned  from 
his  ,  expedition,  the  enemy  appeared  again  and 
invaded  the  Pale ;  but  finding  it  well  garrifoned, 
wa(^d  the  open  country,  and  returned  again  to 
the  fiegc  of  Dund^lk*  from  which  place  they  were 
again  repulfed. 

And,  in  th^  end,  without  any  great  atchieve- 
ments  by  the  fword,  the  lord  deputy  fo  dit 
treflcd  O'Neal  by  ftirring  up  enemies  againft  him, 
and  making  incurfions  into  his  country,  that,  at 
length,  he  thought  fit  to  throw  himfclf  upon  the 
Scots  for  fuccour. — In  confequence  of  this  refo* 
lution,  he  made  a  journey  to  Clandeboy,  where 
Alexander  Oge  commanded  a  party  of  them,  and 
having  firft  rcftored  him  his  brother  whom  he  had 
taken  prifoner,  was  afterwards  received  by  this 
chief  with  great  fecming  cordiality ;  but  the  per- 
fidious Scots,  remembering  the  mifchiefs  he  had 
done  them  when  he  fought  on  the  queen's  be^ 
half,  bafely  took  this  opportunity  to  revenge  • 
themfelves,  and  falling  upon  him  and  his  com* 
pany,  flew  them  all,  and  fent  his  head  to  Dub- 
lin* 
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We  have  already  ken  the  carls  of  Ormond 
^  and  Defmond  in  open  contention  :-rat  laft  die 
complaints  of  the  former  being  conveyed  to  the 
queen,  the  lord  deputy  was  ordered  to  appre- 
hend the  latter,  which  he  did,  and  having  con- 
veyed him  priibner  to  Limerick,  knighted  his 
brother  John,  and  made  him  fenefchal  of  Def- 
mond.— Like  complaints  were  preferred  by  Oli- 
ver Sutton  againfl:  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and  by 
fome"  others  againft  Sir  Edmund  Butler,  which 
the  queen  was  rcquelted  to  fend  over  fome  fit 
lord  chancellor  to  fettle. — As  for  the  lord  deputy, 
after  Shane  CNeal's  death,  he  marched  imme- 
diately into  Ulfter,  where  Turlogh  Lynogh,  aiid 
mod  of  the  gentry  of  Ulfter  made  their  fubmif- 
fion  to  him. 
^  But  finding  that,  notwithftanding  all  he  could 

Ho,  the  court  ofEngbnd  was  little  Tatisfied  with 
liis  government, -this  deputy  fclicited  letters  of 
recal,  and  having  obtained  them,  *dir^£tly  paff- 
ied  over  into  England,  taking  with  him  rfie  ead 
bfpe(mond,  the  baron  of  Dungannon,  O'Connor 
31igo,  0*Carol,  and  fome  others.  The  two  firff 
pf  thefc  were  impriforied  in  the  Tower,  and  Sir 
John  Defmond  fent  for  tb  accompany  them.— 
But  O'Connor,  making  his  fubmifllon,  was  en- 
larged i  and  afterwards  the  earl  of  Defmond  laid 
his  ^hole  eftate  at  her  nriajefty's  feet,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  forfeited  the  recogni- 
zance he  had  entered  into  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  by  levying  war  in  her  majcfty's  king- 
dom of  Ireland. 
•  Neverthelefs  that  country  remained  in  as  mir 
ferable  a  ftate  as  before.— Sir  William  Fitz- Wil- 
liams and  doftor  Wefton  (chancellor)  being  left 
Jords  jufti*:es,  faw  the  land  involved  in  civil  war, 
phiefly  on  private  pretences. — James  Fitz-Maurice 
pf  Defmond,  and  the  lord  of  Lixnaw  Mac  Wil- 
liam 
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iktm  Outer,  and  OXTonnor  of  Sligo,  vwre  von- 
fending  with  all  their  might  in  diflferent  pmts; 
^ — Dauiel  Mac  Carthy  More,  defoifinghis  title  of 
^earl  of  Glencar,  ityled  himfclf  king  of  Munfter^ 
^nd  began  to  invade  the  neighbouring  lajids,^-*- 
Torlogh  Lynogh  took  upon  him  the  tide  cff 
0*Neal  in  Ul|ter,  ^nd  though  he  had  flain  Alex* 
ander  Oge,  yet  prevailed  on  a  tboufand  Scots  td 
receive  his  pay,  and  invade  the  Ferny.— Aadi 
^  to  the  O'Connors  and  O'Mores,  they  ^ut  them*- 
felves  at  the  head  of  a  thoufahd  Gallov^glafies^ 
threatening  to  fprcad  devaftation  over  0*Caror$ 
country,   and  wlierevcr  elfe  they  came. 

In   this  fituation   did  Sir  Henry  Sidney  -find 
the  country,   at  his  return  to  the  government,—- 
f^or  was  matter  for  diJpute  wanting  in  the  ca* 
binct  any  more  khan  in  the  field.-r-At  the  coun* 
til  board  fome  contefted  claims  occafioned  much 
difcuflion.  —  The  parliament   bemg  called  toge- 
ther, Stainhurft,  the  recorder  was  chofen  fpeaker^ 
whom  the  catholics  not  approving,  as  they  wanted 
Sir  Chriftopher 'Barnwell  to  be  chofen,   they  be- 
^an  to  raile  many  objections^  the  chief  of  ^Wiich 
.refted  *  on  the  non-refidence  of  members,  and  om 
their  aflTertion  that  feveral  mayors  and'  (heriffs  had 
returned  themfelves.     However,  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  and  of  the  attorney-general  and  folicitor 
being  againft  them,  in  regard  to  the  queftion  of 
non-refidence,  they  were  obliged  to  comply,  but 
did   it   with  much   murmuring,  and  feemcd  in- 
clined to  obftruft  the  bufinds  for  which  the  af- 
fembly  Was  called  together,  whereupon  one  Hooker 
got  up,  and,  perhaps  with  too  much  acrimony, 
rebuked  the  difcontented  members,  fpoke  much 
in  favour  of  the  queen*s   prerogative,   upbraided 
the  Irifh  with  that  ungrateful  and  rebellious  dif- 
pofition,  for  which,  he  obfcrved,  they  tiad  "ever 
been  remarkab^  and  concluded  witJi  comparing 
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their  prcfcnt  oppofiuon   to   that  of  the  fcdirious 
liraelites  againft  Moles. 

All  this  was  but  adding  fuel  to  fire ; — the  mem- 
bers alluded  to,  ^rofe  in  a  tumult,  and  the  per- 
fon  who  had  uttered  thefe  things  was  obliged  to 
be  guarded  to  Sir  Peter  Carew's  houfe,  for  fear 
any  violence  ihould  have  been  offered  to  his  per- 
fon:  whilft,  on  the  other  hand.  Sir  Chriftophcr 
Barnwell,    whom    the    catholics   wifhed  to  have 
had  for  their  fpeaker,   rofe  up   to  anfwer  thefe 
matten  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Iriih,  and  de- 
clared that  had  fuch  calumnies  been  thrown  upon 
them  in  any  other  place  than  in  that  houfe,  they 
would  have  died  rather  than  have  fuffcred  them. 
-    However,  when  thefe  affairs  were  a  little  more 
fettled,  the  parliament  at  laft  proceeded  to  pais 
the  foUowing  afts  : 

Firft,  An  ad  relative  to  privileged  places.^— 
To  fiipprefs  Coigne  and  Livery  j  and,  for  the  aueen's 
affiftance,  to  grant  her  certain  fubfidies  m  the 
room  of  it. 

II.  A  limitation  of  places  for  tanning  leather. 

III.  An  ad  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  at- 
tainders. 

IV.  An  ad  ordaining.  That  five  of  the  chief  of 
every  tribe  or  family  fhould  anfwer  for  the  da- 
mages that  fuch  tribe  might  commit. 

V.  A  revival  of  the  ads  relative  to  forcftallers, 
fervants  wages,  and  Jeofails. 

Then  the  parliament  adjourned  to  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  February,  and  afterwards  to  the  twen- 
ty-third of  the  fame  month,  when  they  enadcd 
thefe  ftatutes: 

I.  An  ad  for  the  attainder  of  Shane  O'Neal, 
and  the  extindion  of  the  name  of  O'Neal,  and 
to  entitle  the  queen  to  the  country  of  Tyrone, 
and  other  lands  in  Ulfter. 

II.  An  ad  to  nuke  Trinity  term  (horter. 

III.  An 
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III.  An  aft  to  entitle  her  majjefty  to  the  cftate 
of  Thomas  Fitz-Gerald,  knight  of  the  Glin, 

IV.  An  a£fc  for  the  prefervation  of  Salmon  and 
Eel  fry. 

V.  An  a£t  againft  laying  hemp,  flax,  lime  or 
hides  in  any  frefh  river  or  running  water. 

VI.  That  whereas  perfons  had  been  admitted 
to  ecclefiaftiical  dignities  who  had  neither  legiti- 
macy, learning,  Englifh  habit  or  Englilh  language, 
but  were  the  iflue  of  unchafte  and  unmarriec^  ab- 
bots, deans,  priors,  canons,  and  fuch  like,  getting  • 
into  the  fame  dignities  by  force,  fymony,  or  other 
tindue  means  i  therefore,  the  chief  ggvcrnor  of 
Ireland  for  tep  ye^rs  to  come  was  to  have  the  fole 
liomination  pf  all  deans,  arch-deacons,  chanters, 
chancellors  and  treafurers  of  cathedral  churches  in 
Munfter  and  Connaught,  (thofe  of  Waterford, 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Cafliel  excepted,)  and  no  man 
was  to  be  prefcnted  unlefs  he  were  of  fuU  age, 
and  in  orders,  and  could  read  and  fpeak  £ng- 
lifli,  and  would  refide. 

VII.  That  no  man  fhould  take  upon  him  to 
be  captain  of  a  territory  without  a  ^patent  for  it; 
or  ufe  any  fort  of  Irifli  exaftion,  on  pain  of  an 
hundred  pounds  for  a  lord,  and  an  hundred  marks 
for  a  commoner. 

VIII.  That  ho  bill  to  repeal  Poyning's  aft  was 
certified  into  England,  until  it  was  firft  agreed 
upon  by  a  majority  of  the  parliament  of  Ire* 
land, 

IX.  That  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  was  to  be 
fiividcd  into  fhires. 

X.  That  no  wool,  flocks,  flax,  yarn,  flieep-flcins, 
gp^t-flcins,  calves-fkins,  or  deers-lkins  unwrought, 
nor  beef,  tallow,  wax,  or  better,  fhould  be  tranf- 
ported  until  it  paid  the  cu^om  in  the  aft  men- 
tbned,  and  the  dutie$  to  cprporations  in  the  aft 
Ji^ewife  pieptioned,  on  the  penalties  therein  con- 
tained : 
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rained  ;  provided  pmfecutions  wcvt  made  widiin 
nine  months  after  the  offence  was  committed. 

XI.  An  aA  for  the  impoft  on  wines. 

XII.  An  aft  to  reftore  the  earl  of  Kildarc'$ 
brother  and  fillers  in  blood. 

And  to  thefe  itatutes^  the  fame  parliament  meet- 
ing again  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May^  added  the 
following : 

That.fchools  (hould  be  erefted  in  the  /hire* 
town  of  every  dioccfc  by  the  diredion  of  riic  bi- 
Ihop  and  Ihcriff,  and  the  chief  governor  was  to 
nominate  an  EngUfh  fchool-mafter,  and  appoint, 
his  falary,  whereof  the  bifhop  was  to  pay  one 
third,  and  the  reft  of  the  clergy  the  other  two 
parts ;  the  bifhops  of  Ardmagh  and  Dublin, 
Meach  and  Kildare  were  to  name  Englilh  fchool- 
matters  for  their  refpeftivc  diocefes. 

That  all  exemplifications  under  the  great  feal, 
and  the  feals  of  the  king's  bench,  common  pleas, 
apd  exchequer,  fubfcribcd  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
both  the  chief  jufticcs,  and  the  chief  baron, 
fhould  be  as  effoftual  in  all  courts  as  the  origi- 
nal record,  if  it  contained  a  claufe  fpecifying  that 
all  thofe  feals  were  affixed  to  it. 

An  a<S:  concerning  the  ftandard  for  corn  mea* 
fures. — And  laftly. 

An  a6t,  impowering  the  chief  governor  and 
council  to  grant  patents  to  fuch  of  the  Irifli  as 
the  queen  ftiould  direcb. 

Befides  five  other  afts  not  of  confequencc  fuf- 
ficient  to  be  here  recited. 

But  it  feems  that  many  of  the  Irifli  lords  were 
fo  much  difgufted  at  the  lofs  of  their  Irilh  chief- 
ries,  and  the  impoft  at  this  time  laid  upon  wine, 
that  they  refolved  to  refcind  them  (lays  Qox) 
and  to  make  religion  the  Pretence  for  their  op? 
pofition.  Whether  thofe  were  the  true  caufcs  or 
not  I  fliall  not  hei$  itop  to  difcufs,  but  rather 

proceed 
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proceed  to  relate  the  matter  of  fad,  and  draw 
the  concluiions  afterwards. 

One  of  the  chief  of  the  malecontents  was  Jamei 
Fitz-Maur}ce,  who  to  the  general  complaints  joined 
his  own  particular  ones,  the  greateft  of  which 
was  the  imprifonment  of  the  earl  of  Defmond, 
and  his  brotKer  Sir  John.  The  earl  of  Glencar 
being  drawn  over  by  his  meahs^  moft  of  the 
Mac  Carthies  foUowea,  as  did  alfo  Fitz-Gerald, 
icnefchal  of  Jnfkilly.  Sir  Edmund  Butler  alfo» 
laying  afide  his  hatred  of  the  Defmond  family,  and 
facrificing  his  own  private  refentments  to  the  com- 
mon caufe,  as  it  was  called,  joined  the  revolters^ 
and  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  their 
intercfts. 

But  this,  was  not  all  5— in  order  the  more  ef- 
fcftually  to  carry  their  point  into  execution,  the 
confederates  fent  the  catholic  bilhops  of  Emly  and 
Cafliel,  together  with  the  earl  of  Defmond's  youhg- 
er  brother,  as  their  ambafiadors  to  his  holi« 
nefs  and  the  king  of  Spam,  complaining  of  dd 
tyranny  of  the  quetn  ot  Endand,  and  the  perfe. 
cution  raifed  againft  their  religion  by  her  and  her 
tninifters. 

The  lord  deputy  obferving  thefe  commotions 
rifing,  endeavoured  to  crufh  them  in  their  birth. 
He  proclaimed  the  confederates  traitors,  and  by 
his  orders  Sir  Peter  Catew,  governor  of  Leighlin, 
began  hoftilitics  againft  them.  He  firft  took  one  of 
Sir  Edmund's  caftlcs,  which  he  gave  up  tobeplun* 
dered  by  the  foldiers,  then  headvanced  into  Kilken- 
ny, and  within  three  miles  of  that  city  defci^ed  three 
thoufand  men  in  arms,  with  the  lofs  (if  we  may  be*- 
lieve  the  Englifli  writers)  of  only  one  man,  wh© 
was  a  fcrvant  to  one  captain  Malbyj — ^But  I  am 
led  to  think  the  fuccefs  not  fo  great  as  it  is  here 
fcprelcnted,  becaufe  foon  after  I  find  that  Jame4 
Fitz  Maurice  laid  fi<^  to  Kilkenny,  and  thougb^ 
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he  there  met  with  a  repulie^  wafted  the  villages 
and  the  country  round  about ;  wbilft  another  par- 
ty defpoilcd    Wexford  j    Watcrford   was    in  the 
fame  fituation,  and  devaftation  was  carried   eren 
to  the  gates  of  Dublin.     The  earl  of  Ormond 
who  was  in  England^  undertook    to  bring  back 
his  brethren  to  the  aucen's  intereft,  either  by  fair 
means  or  foul,  and  tor  that  purpofe  was  pennit- 
ted  to  fail  unto  Ireland,  and  arrived  at  Water- 
ford  in  the  month  of  Auguft.     In  the'mean  time, 
the  lord  deputy  marched  towards  Cork,  and  coming 
to  Clonmel,  was  entertained  in  the  town  houfe  ; 
he  next  came  to  Cafhell,  and  having  taken  a  caf- 
tie  of  Sir  Edmund  Butler's,  paflTed  from  thrice 
to  Cork,  where  he  found  fome  recruits  newly  ar- 
rived from  England,    He  then  proceeded  into  Of- 
foiy,  arid  took  Buttivant;  but  when  he  came  to 
Killmallock,  he  found  that  James  Fitz  Maurice 
had  taken  that  town,  and,  defpairing  of  keeping 
it,  had  burned  it.    However,  the  lord  deputy  idt 
a  garrifon  there,  giving  all  manner  of  encourage- 
ment for  the  repairing  it,  and  having  taken  hcf^ 
tages  from  the  lords  Roch^  Courcy^  and  others, 
he  direfted  his  courfe  towards  the  city  of  Lime- 
rick,   having  made  a  very  profperous  progrels. 
Near  this  place  the  earl  of  Ormond  came  to  him, 
bringing  with  him  his  brother,  Sir  Edmund  But- 
lerj  who  making  his  fubmiflion,  and  funenderjng 
himielf,  was  fet  at  liberty,  upon  the  earPs  binding 
himfelf  in  recc^nizances  for  his  appearance  at  Dub- 
lin,   whither  he  came  accordingly,  but   making 
fome  raih  fpeeches  to  the  lord  deputy,  ;he  was 
committed  prifoner  to  the  caftle,  from  whence  he 
let  himielf  down  with  a  rope,  and  with  great  dif- 
ficulty made  his  efcape;  neverrhelefs,  three  months 
afterwards,  the  earl  brought  him*  again,  tog^her 
with  the  reft  of  his  brothers  before  the  lord  de- 
puty, who  after  their  fubmiffion,  and  a^fhort  com- 
mitment. 
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mitment  granted  them  all  a  pardon  ;  for  which 
Heps  he,  doubtlels,  had  authority  from  the  queen, 
^vrho  loved  the  family  of  Ormond,  from  which 
ihe  herfcif  by  the  mother's  fide  was  defcended. 

Mac  Donough  and  his  chief,  the  earl  of  Glen- 
car,  fubmitted  in  Munfter  to  colonel  Gilbert, 
gave  hoftages,  and  afterwards  renewed  their  fub- 
inifTion  at  Dublin. — In  Leinfter,  the  Cavenaghs  did 
the  fame  to  Sir  Peter  Carew,  whilft  Sir  Edward 
Titton,  by  his  feverity  endeavoured  to  keep  all 
quiet  in  Connaught,  neverthclcfs  the  earl  of  Tho- 
mond  firil  objected  to  his  government,  and  af> 
terwards  complained  of  it  to  the  lord  deputy, 
who  fent  the  earl  of  Ormond  to  parley  with  him^ 
but  thefe  noblemen  agreeing  upon  nothing,  and 
Thomond  being  afterwards  worftcd  in  the  field,' 
he  fled  into  France,  wheft  meeting  with  the  Eng- 
lilh  ambaflddor,  he  was  by  his  means  reconciled 
to  the  queen,  and  lived  as  her  fubjedt  ever  after- 
wards.    *    ^ 

Turlogh  Lynogh,  who  aflumed  the  name  of 
O'Neal  in  Ulfter,  and  who  had  a  number  of  Scots 
amongfl:  his  foldiers,  having  defigned  to  make  a 
great  expedition  againft  the  Englifb,  was  prevented 
by  an  accident ;  for,  as  he  was  fitting  at  fupper 
with  his  wife,  (the  earl  of  Argyle's  aunt,)  he  was 
wounded  with  two  balls,  (hot  at  him,  as  it  is  faid, 

by  one  who  was  entertained  as  a  jefter. And 

though  the  wound  did  not  prove  mortal,  yet  the 
dangerous  condition  he  was  in,  occafioned  the  Scots 
to  begin  deferring  him,  while  his  own  country- 
men bufied  themfelves  in  fetting  up  another  O'Neal 
in  his  room  ; — and  though  he  afterwards  recovered 
and  prepared  to  invade  the  Pale,  yet  he  declined 
it,  on  receiving  propofals  froqi  the  queen  by  juf- 
tice  Dowdall  and  the  dean  of  Ardmagh,  who 
came  to  an  agreement  with  him  in  his  camp,  on 
terms  which  were  afterwards  confirmed  and  rarified 
by  the  lord  deputy. 

And, 
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And  m  all  probability,  the  governraem  would 
have  had  much  Icfs  trouble  with  the  Irifh,  if 
their  embaffies  to  pope  Pius  had  not  produced 
a  bull  from  that  pontiff^  in  which  he  excorrr 
municatcd  Elizabeth^  and  abfolved  her  fubjctts 
from  obedience.  To  men  who  believed  the  ca- 
,  tholic  doftrines,  and  held  the  popc*s  fupremac}-, 
it  is  cafy  to  conceive  that  this  bull  would  be 
ground- work  fufficient  for  a  revolt,  and  according! y 
we  find  it  laid  a  foundation  for  a  vaft  pile  of  ir  ii- 
chief,  great  part  of  which  tumbled  in  ruinous 
heaps  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  who  raifcd    it. 

Birt  Sir  John  Perrot  found  tlie  means  to  keep 
the  inlurgents  under  in  Munftcr,  and  reductd 
James  Fitz-Mauricc  himfclf  to  obedience,  who 
Surrendered  at  difcretioh ;  befides  which  he  brought 
fcveral  of  the  Irifti  lords  to  an  acknowledgement 
of  allegiance,  and  a  promife  of  furnilhing  each 
his  paiticular  qu$(a  cowards  the  expencc^s  of  the 
war.  •  • 

A.  D.  •  On  the  13  th  of  December  this  year,  the  lord 
'^7'*  deputy  received  permiflion  to  return  to  Eng;land, 
wkh  orders*  to  fubftitute  his  brother-in-law,  Wil* 
liam  Fitz- Williams  in  his  place,  during  whok 
adminiftration  Brian  Mac  Cahir  Cavenagh  took 
arms  and  flew  one  Robert  Brown,  on  which 
Sir  Nicholas  Devereaux  engaged  him,  at  the 
head  of  the  people  of  Wexford,  but  was  routed 
with  the  lofs  of  thirty  gentlemen,  befides  com- 
mon fqidiers,  who  were  flain  upon  the  fpot. — 
In  Connaught,  the  fons  of  the  earl  of  Clanrickard, 
impatient  of  the  government  of  Sir  Edward  Fit- 
ton,  (who  was  inveighed  againft  by  mahy,  and  feems 
to  have  been  a  .  mofl  arbitrary  man)  broke  out 
into  open  war,  and  hired  a  thoufand  auxiliary 
Scots,  in  order  to  fupport  the  conteft.  The  earl 
of  Clanrickard,  then  prifoner  in  Dublin,  under* 
took  to  bring  them  back  to  their  allegiance,  but 
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he  did  not  perform  his  promifc.  However,  an 
JEnglifli  writer  fays,  the  fame  thing  was  in  a 
great  meafurc  effefted  by  a  ftupendous  viftory 
obtained  by  captain  Collier,  who,  with  one  com- 
pany of  foot,  defeated  and  killed  thefc  thoufand 
auxiliary  Scots.  This  was  a  ftupendous  victory 
indeed  •,  it-  is  a  pity  he  did  not  add,  *'  without 
having  one  man,-  on  his  fide,  killed  or  wounded.'* 
— ^This  would  have  completed  the  matter,  and 
given  the  ftory  its  proper  ftamp  at  once,  which, 
however,  even  without  that  addition,  is  likely  tcJ 
gain  but  little  credit  with  the  judicious  and  un- 
prejudiced reader. 

The  0*Mores  and  O'Connors  now  made  incur- 
fions,  and  burned  Athlone,  while  Brian  Mac 
Phelimy  took  and  burned  Carrickfergus,  and  not- 
withftanding  all  the  caution  of  the  government, 
the  rebels  were  every  where  in  motion. 

About  the  fame  time,  a  natural  fon  of  Sir 
Thomas  Smith  was  encouraged  by  the  queen  to 
go  over  and  make  a  fettlement  in  the  Ardes, 
in  the  eaftern  part  of  Ulfter,  '*  in  order  (fays  an 
Englifh  author)  to  humanifc  the  barbarous  peoplS 
of  that  country  ;**  an  expreflion  which  has  given 
the  Iriflimen  offence,  and  which  had  been  better 
omitted  by  any  hiftorian.  —  However  this  humane 
defign,  which  certainly  turned  upon  nothing  elfe 
than  accumulating  wealth  to  Smith,  mifcarried  mi- 
lerably  for  himfelf  5  for  Brian  Mac  Art  O'Neal, 
the  Irilh  proprietor  of  the  lands  he  went  to 
take  pofleffion  of,  met  and  flew  this  adventurer 
in  a  fkirmifli,  and  fo  his  followers  were  difperfed 
without  having  cfFefted  any  thing. 

But   a  greater  defign  than   this    was  formed,  a.   d. 
and  by  a  greater  perionage ;  for  Walter  Devereaux     '^^^' 
fays  Cox)  lately   created   earl  of  Elftx)  obtained 
'a   grant  of  queen  Elizabeth,   of  one  moiety   of 
the  fcigniorics  of  Clanderoy,   Ferny,   &c.     And 
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the  carl  bound  himfelf  by  mdenture  to  gp  over 
to  Ireland  before  Michaelmas,  with  two  hundred 
horfe  and  four  hundred  foot,  whom  he  was  to 
maintain  for  two  years^  and  afterwards  he  was 
to  keep  as  many  fold^ers   as  the  queen  ihould 
keep  for   the   defence  of  her  moiety,  (prot?ided 
that  the  number  of  them  did  not  exceed  fix  hun- 
dred J —  And  it  was  agreed.  That,  for  the  firfl; 
two  year.s  the  queen  mould  likewife  keep  two 
hundred  horfe  and  four^  hundred  foot  under  the 
command  of  the  carl}  and  every  horfeman  vo- 
lunteer  that  would  fervc  gratis  for   two  years^ 
was  to  have  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  a 
foot  foldier  two  hundred  acres,  at  two-pence  ouit- 
rent  for  each    acre;  and  if  any  of  them  hap- 
pened to  die  within  the  two  years,  his  heir  might 
fupply  his  place  within  fix  months. — ^And  it  was 
farther  agreed  between  the  parties.  That  necef- 
fary  fortifications  ihould  be  made,   at  the  equal 
charge  of  the  queen  and  the  earl,  and  afterwards 
a  divifion  ihould  be  made  by  commiifioners ;  afr 
ter  which  divifion  each  mighty  for  twenty  yean 
<o  come,  build  on  his  or  her  refpedkive  (hare  at 
'pleafure.     The  earl  was  likewife  to  have  timber 
out  of  Killala  woods,  and,  for  feven  years,  might 
tranfport  the  growth  of  the  country  without  pay- 
ing any  cuftom ;  and  for  twelve  years  more  he  was 
to  pay  no  more  cuilom  than  was  paid  in  England; 
— and  he  had  alfo  liberty  to  tranfport  arms,  mo- 
ney, and  all  neceiTaries  out  of  England,  cuilom- 
free,  upon  giving  notice  to  the  oificcrs  of  the 
ports. —  Each  might  difpofe  of  five  thoufand 
acres  at  pleafure,    but  more  than  that  quaatiry 

was  not  to  be  given  to  Irifh  or  Scots. And, 

finally,  the  carl  was  to  be  captain-general  for 
ieven  years,  and  was  to  plant  bis  part,  as  well 
as  the  queen  flnould  hers,  till  there  ihould  be  t 
thoufand  Englilh  inhabitants  on  each  moiety'/' 
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Th^fe  articles,  being  agreed  upon,  the  earl  of 
l^fle?  was  made  earl-niarihal  of  Ireland,  and  bor- 
rowed ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the  queen,  in  order 
to  equip  him  for  the  cjqpedicion. 

Bur,  as  a.  prcfagc  of  its  ill  fucccfs,  the  lord  de* 
pury  was  the  firft  to  exprel's  his  dilfatisfaftlon  at  it  •, 
—indeed  he  oppofcd  the  undertaking  as  far  as 
it  lay  in  his  pciwci\  being  much  difgultcd  at  the 
thought  of  fuch  a  powcrxul  riv^al  in  authority,  till 
at  length  it  was  agreed,  that  tiie  earl  of  iiffcx  iuould 
fake  out  a  com.Tiiflion  from  him  as  governor  of 

Ullter^ And  this  expedient  fettled  matters  for 

tlie  time,  though  iliU  Fit;2- Williams  in  his  Iicart 
was  much  vexed  at  this  ^j^pcdition. 
,  Having  already  iblicited  his  recall  and  complaints 
having  been  made  in  Engbnd  relaetve  la  the  (lacf 
}of  his  government,  the. queen,  in  the  interim,  fcnt 
jover  Mr.  Edward  Trcmain  to  enquire  into  the  many 
pdrifrulars,  among  which  were  the  following : 

Wny  the  lord  deputy  fa  carncftly  dcfircd  to  re- 
turn to  England  ?  . 

What  was  the  yearly  charge  of^  that  kingdom  ? 
What  nucnber  of  men  were  there,  and  bow  difpofe^ 
of?  \  '  . 

What  had  been  received  from  the  import  of  wines 
,Gncc  the  laft  Michaelmas  ? 

What  (tare  Munfter  was  in,  and  how  it  might  beft 
be  prefervcd  ? 

How  Connaught  was  firuare,  how  rhc  caflles  of 
Ahlone  and  Rofcommon  were,  and  what  was  the 
fcate  of  Thomond,  and  of  Clanrickard  and  his  fons  ? 

Bcfkles  thefe,  (here  were  feveral  0(her  particulars 
of  a  more  private  nature ;  and  the  meficngcr  was 
ordered  to  notify  to  the  lord  deputy,  That  the  earl 
of  EHex  would  come  over  in  the  enfuing  Auguft,  « 
with  two  thoilfand  men,  to  inhabit  the  forfeited 
lands  in  theGlins  Ronts  and  Clandeboy  ;  and  in  the 
mtan  time,  to  caution  him  to  guard  the  fionciers  of 
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the  Pale  that  way,  and  to  publifti  that  Eflcx  was 
coming  to  rrpel  the  Scots,  and  not  to  hurt  the  Irifli. 

And  accordingly,  after  all  thcfc  precautions,* the 
carK  accompanied  -by  the  lords  Darcey  and  Rich, 
Sir  Henry  Kno>Vles,  and  four  of  his  brothers,  Mi- 
chael Carves,  and  his  brorheis,  together  with  many 
others  who  were  (limulated  by  the  hopeful  profpcft 
they  imagined  they  faw  before  them,  all  embarked 
in  high  fpiritf;  for  Ireland.  Thefe  landing  at  Car- 
rickfcrgus  in  the  latie*-  end  of  Auguft  were  at  firft 
faluted  by  Brian  Mac  Philemy  and  other  Irilh  chiefs; 
but  perceiving  their  great  military  accompanymenr, 
they  foon  afterwards  thought  proper  to  leave  them, 
and,. as  if  ihey  had  fled  (or  the  fafety  of  their  perfons 
snd  property,  went  arnl  arranged  themfelves  under 
the  banners  of  Tnrlogh-Lynogh  O'Neal. 

Indeed  Eflex  on  his-  arrival  in  Ireland  found 
\A)  things  turn  out  Ids  likely  to  artiwer  his  pur- 
pofcs  than  he  had  •  expected.  While  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Vlfter  were  up  in  arms,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  nobilit)'  and  gentry  of  his  train  deferted  him, 
on  the  other — 'Lord  Rich  returned  to  England 
within  a  month.  Henry  Knolls,  upon  account  of 
fickncfs>  was  obliged  to  follow  his  example,  and 
many  others  founcTijivers  pretences  for  abandoning 
the  expedition,,  whkh  they  had  at  firft  been 
fo  forward  to  undertake.  His  foldiers  were  un- 
difciplined,  his  commiflion  was  delayed,  and  irt- 
ftead  of  increafing,  Ire  found  both  his  wealth  and 
his  force  daily  diminifliing  ;  fo  that  after  having 
taken  a  caftle,  and  fome  prifoners,  and  gained  the  ad- 
vantage in  an  inconfiderablc  Ikirmifh,  he  enter- 
tained a  dcfire  of  returning  to  England,  and  ac- 
cordingly folicited  letters  of  recal,  and  was  glad 
to  be  rid  of  his  bargain.— And  fo  ended  this  great 
enterprlfe,  which  was  productive  of  nothing  but 
exnence,   trouble,  and  diflatisfadk)n. 
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*'  In  the  mean  time  (fays  Cox)  the  earl  of 
Defmond  made  his  /efcape  from  the  caftle  of  Dub- 
lin, though  he  had  promilcd  upon  his  oath  to  be 
a  true  prifuncr." — But  as  this  author  has  been  de- 
fedlivc  in  not  relating  how  he   came  there,    and  ^  / 

why   he   made  fuch    a   promife,    it  may  not    be  ^  ^  ** 

amifs  here  to  advert  to  the  ftory,  as  it  is  told 
by  other  writers,  fince  nothing  appears  to  contra- 
dict the  veracity  of  the  relation. 

Fitz  Maurice,  (fay  they,)  continuing  to  ravage  c^oehcgan, 
the  Englilh  lands  in  Munfter,  and  having  even*"*^' 
fometimes  encountered  the  troops  of  the  prefident 
of  the  province  with  fuccefs,  the  queen  alarmed  at  ^ 

the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  fent  orders  to  the  de- 
puty to  offer  him  conditions  of  peace  4  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  affure  him  that  her  majefty's  in- 
tention was  not  to  perfecute  men  for  the  fake  of  ///?//}<>/? 
their  religion,  but  to  maintain  her  own  royal  au-  Jl^'^ 
thority  in  Ireland.  Fitz  Maurice  accepting  the 
deputy's  offers,  laid  down  his  arms,  on  condition 
that  the  catholics  in  his  province  Ihould  not  be  j^ 

perfecuted,  and  that  the  earl  of  Defmond  and  his">j //^r^*' 
brother  Sir  John  ftiould  be  fet  at  liberty.  Ac-  ^  ^^^ 
cordingly,  the  queen  hearing  that  Fitz  Maurice  had  ^ 
ceafed  from  hoftilities,  ordered  the  two  Defmond's 
to  be  brought  before  her,  whom  ftie  exhorted  to 
do  their  endeavours  to  quell  a  rebellion-that  in- 
terrupted the  public  repofe.  To  which  exhorta- 
tion the  earl  implied,  That  he  had  never  been  pof- 
feflcd  by  the  fpirit  of  rebellion,  and  that  the  loy* 
alty  of  his  anceftors  to  the  Englifh  princes  was 
known  to  all  the  world  ;  but  that  neither  he  nor 
his  family  could  bear  with  the  tyranny  of  thole 
to  whom  her  majefty  intrufted  the  adminillration 
of  affairs  in  Ireland,  and  particularly  in  regard  to 
what  concerned  religion.  The  queen,  ont  his,  dif- 
miffed  them,  promifing  that  the  treaty  made  with 
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Fitz  Maurice  fliould  be  duly  obfcrvcd,  on  her 
part  by  her  n-.inifters,  and  defiring  that  tbcy  would 
go  over  to  Irc'iand  to  fee  it  as  faith  fully  per- 
formed  on  theirs. — Accordingly,  they  embarked,  in 
obedience  to  the  cueen ;  but  the  captain  of  the 
Ihip  that  carried  tnem  over,,  was  commanded  to 
deliver  ihem  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  at  Dub- 
lin, \^  ho  received  an  ordel-  to  detain  the  earl  there 
till  his  brother  had  gone  to  Munfter  and  brought 
Fitz  Maurice  thither  alfo,  which  being  according- 
ly performed,  the  dcfign  was  to  have  ftruck  oJBF 
tJ;e  heads  of  all  the  three,  of  which  the  carl  bc- 
irg  informed,  he  trufted  his  life  to  the  fwiftnefs 
ct  his  horfe,  and  fo  made  his  efcape,  and  joined 
his  brother  and  his  coufin,  who  were  doubly  en- 
raged at  this  breach  of  faith  and  honour  in  Eli- 
zabeth. 

Though  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  trytli  of  this 
ftory,  yet  I  tliink  there  is  nothing  very  impro- 
bable in  It;  nor  is  it  at  "all  inconfiftent  with  the 
charafter  of  Hizabeth,  who  always  had  more  at- 
tention to  advantage  than  honour,  and  ever  ftiewed  a 
greater  regard  to  policy  than  juftice.  However 
the  matter  was,  the  earl  made  his  efcape,  and  was 
very  much  blamed  for  fo  doing—by  ail  who  wiflied 
hisdeftruction. 

The  plague  now  raging  at  Dublin,  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  who  again  came  over  lord  deputy  was  fworn 
at  Tredagh,  to  which  place  be  went  immediately 
from  Skyrries  where  he  landed.  The  firft  tidings 
he  heard  was  that  Surleboy  had  laid  ficge  to  Car- 
rickfergus,  and  flain  captain  Baker,  tt^cther  with 
forty  men,  which  advantage  had  contributed  much 
to  encourage  and  invigorate  the  afiailants.  The  de- 
puty therefore  marched  at  the  head  of  fix  hundred 
men  into  Ulfter,  whkh  he  found  almoft  all  ruined, 
except  Ncwry,  and  the  qaaner  where  the  Scots  le- 
iidedy  and,  in  all  probaf^ility,   he  would  have  been 
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much  cmbarraflfed  in  his  expedirion  if  Turlogh  Ly- 
nogh  had  noc  quarrelled  wi(h  Surleboy,  the  confc* 
qucncc  of  which  was,  that  each  feparaiely  endeavour* 
ed  to  make  peace  with  him.  Sir  Henry  being  th\2S 
lefc  to  his  choice  had  nothing  co  do  but  to  clofe 
with  him  whofe  propofals  appeared  mod  advanta^ 
geous  ;  and,  on  this  account,  he  found  it  mod  reafon- 
able  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Surleboy^  which  be- 
ing concluded,  the  natural  confequence  was,  that 
Turlogh  was  reduced  to  great  ftraics,  and  his  wife, 
the  earl  of  Argyle's  aunt  began  to  negotiate  on  very 
honourable  terms  for  hinif  with  the  lord  deputy ; 
but  before  (he  could  t>ring  her  treaty  to  bear,  her 
hufband  came  and  (iirrendered  himfelf  at  difcretion, 
and  having  ftayed  fome  time,  was  fet  at  liberty.  So 
fay  the  Englilh  writers ;— ^but  the  Iiifh  aflure  us  that 
the  terms  were,  all  fettled  in  his  camp  before  he 
laid  down  his  arms,  which  latter  is  the  moft  proba- 
ble, becaofe  it  was  not  likely  Turlogh  would  hazard 
his  life  if  he  could  do  otherwife,  neither  was  it  ufual 
for  the  Englifh  to  kt  revolters  come  off  fo  cheaply, 
except  where  they  had  a  great  deal  to  apprehend 
froo)  dealing  roughly  with  them,  and  this  feems 
noc  to  have  been  the  cafe  here ;  for  we  Bnd  that  the 
conclttfion  of  thefe  two  treaties  quieted  Ulfter  and 
left  the  lord  deputy  at  liberty  to  vilit  the  other  pro- 
vinces. 

In  tfk6t  he  immdiately  marched  from  thence 
to  Doblin,  where  having  fetded  matters  to  his 
mind,  he  viflted  Leinder,  and  found  the  county 
of  Kildare  laid  wafte  by  Rory  Oge ;  but  this  Rory 
being  perfuaded  by  the  earl  of  Ormond,  made  his 
fubmifHon,  which  reftored  tranquility  to  that  part  of 
the  country.  —  Whilft  Sir  Henry  was  at  Cork,  whi- 
ther he  went  in  this  progrefs,  he  received  the  news 
of  the  revolt  of  the  fenefchal  of  Imokilly,  againft 
whom  he  marched  and  took  a  (Irong  caftle  belong- 
if)g  to  h'un,  Fitz-Qerald  himfelf  being  only  faved  by 
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flight. — Ncjct.hc  proceeded  to  Limerick  and  the 
county  df  Thomond,  where  be  appetfed  fome  feuds 
and  dijOfemions^  and  took  pair>s  to  perfoade  the  grcaf 
lords  to  hold  their  e(la(e&  by  Englilh  tcnorcs. 

When  the  deputy  came  to  Galway,  he  found  the 
country  almoft  dcilroyed  by  Clanrickard's  ions ;  yet 
thefc  (Cox  f4ys)  came  when  leaft  they  were  eypeSed 
and  furrendered  themfelves  at  church  where  they 
made  their  fubmiffion,  and  received  a  pardon  for 
their  Jives,  but  were  put  into  confinement  and  car- 
ried from  chence  to  Dublin  ;  neverthelefs,  after  they 
liad  got  their  liberty  again,  they  paficd  the  Shan- 
non, changed  their  Engiifh  habit  for  that  of  the 
native  Irifh,  made  a  new  alliance  v^ith  the  Scots« 
Und  in  conjun^ion  with  thefe  auxiliaries  (kcked 
Athcnfy  a  fccond  time,  fetdng  *ihc  new  gates  of 
the  town  pn  fire,  and  committing  other  depreda- 
tions. 

However,  the  lord  deputy  marching  againftthe 
infurgents,  they  Bed  to  the  mountains  ;  but  Clan- 
rickard's caftks  were  taken,  and  he  himfelf  was 
fent  prifoner  to  Dublin,  and  then  Caftlcbar  was  ro- 
ftored  to  Mac  William  Oughter  •,  afier  which  he  went 
to  Galway  and  Lim^ricki  and  eftabliOied  many  re» 
gulations  in  thofe  places. 

Munfter  alfo  was  brought  into  fome  order,, ex- 

.  •  cept  the  county  of  Kerry,  which  the  earl  of  Dcf- 
mond  claimed  as  his  palatinate,  but  which  the  pre- 
fident  Drury  intended  to  reduce  to  the  fame  ftatc 
of  dependancy  as  the  reft  of  the  province  ;   but 

^^^  the  Englifh  writer;  fay,  that  the  earl  finding  him 
obftinate  in  infifting  upon  this  marter,  invited  him 
to  a  fupper  at  his  houfe  where  he  had  provided 
kvtn  or  eight  hundred  mm  to  furprife  him  ;  but 
that  Drury  obferving  bis  intention,  and  Ibnding 
upon  his  defence  with  his  train,  amounting  only 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons,  the  Irifh  were 
routed  I   but  the  o^CRPe  was   pafTcd  by  for  th^t 
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time,  at  the  interceffion  of  the  ccuntcfs,  who  in- 
treactd  the  prefident  io  believe  that  this  great 
body  of  men  confiiled  only  of  fome  neighbours 
•whom  her  huiband  had  uficmbled  for  a  general 
hunting,  yet  though  prury  thus  pafled  by  the  fault, 
he  held  court  and  fcfiions  at  Kerry,  which  fo  much 
enraged  D^imond  that  he  impeached  him  to  the 
lord  deputy  of  talcing  ceffe,  and  other  offences 
of  the  like  nature.  If  the  prefident  was  in  danger 
of  being  thus  furprifed,  he  had  indeed  good  luck 
to  vaniKjuifh  fuch  a  fuperior  force  as  was  pro- 
vided to  enfnare  him  ;  but  it  was  a  little  extra- 
ordinary  of  ike  countefs  of  Defmond  to  intreac 
him  not  to  believe  his  own  fenfes,  which  gave  abun« 
dant  teilimony  of  the  treacherous  defign  of  thofe 
Irifhmen  !  and  :t  is  ftill  more  extraordinary  that 
he  did  not  find  the  means  either  by  force  or  law 
V>  puniih  fuch  an  attempt  of  the  earl  of  Def- 
mond's,  who  on  the  contrary  was  afterwards  found 
to  be  the  plaintiff,  not  the  defendant  in  the  cafe* 

Walter,  earl  of  Eflex,  whom  w.e- -mentioned 
above,  having  been  perfuaded  to  make  a  fe- 
cond  expedition  into  Ulfter,  was  no  longer  fup- 
popted  as  he  had  formerly  been,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, rece  ved  many  affronts  from  the  court,  and 
grew  out  of  credit  with  his  friend,  which  plunged 
him  in  an  abyfs  of  grief,  of  the  effects  of  which, 
joined  to  thofe  of  a  dyffentery,  he  died  in  Dub- 
lin, in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  feventy-fix. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  l>fmond's  cauie, 
as  well  as  that  of  feveral  of  the  lords  of  tiie 
f^ale,  was  heard  firft  before  the  lord  deputy,  and 
afterwards  referred  by  appeal  to  England  ;  and  it 
was  given  againft  them,  as  it  concerned  a  fine  cufto- 
mary  to  be  levied,  and  dependant  on  the  queen's 
prerogative.  The  defendants  agents  in  England 
^nd  themfelves  in  Ireland,  were  imprifoned  and 
yfcrt:  ijot  releafcd  till  they  had  fubmittcd  to  this 

opprefTion. 
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opprdlion. The  tax,  however,  was  afccrtained 

and  reduced  to  five  marks  for  every  acre  of 
plow-land  ;  but  the  feverities  praftifed  on  this  oc- 
cafion  were  at  leaft  impolitic,  if  they  were  not  ab- 
Iblutely  unjuft,  and  tlie  court  found  fufficient  oc- 
cafion  to  repent  of  them  afterwards. 

Ireland  had  already  been  reprefimted  to  the 
queen  as  in  a  deplorable  ftate,  and  the  methods 
taken  by  the  adminiftratton  of  that  country,  evea 
under  thofe  who  were  reputed  the  wifeft  of  their 
governors,  were  not  always  the  nK>fl;  politic  ones 
that  could  have  been  hit  upon.  —  At  this  time, 
to  tncreafe  the  public  confofion,  Rory  Ogr, 
the  Irifli  partifan,  levied  an  equal  number  of  men, 
with  whom  he  committed  many  depredations  up- 
on the  Engli/h,  and  was  in  general  very  fuccek- 
ful.  Once,  being  furrounded  unawares,  having 
only  his  wife  and  an  old  man  with  him,  he  cm 
his  way  through  the  troops,  and  made  his  efcape 
vnder  favour  of  the  night,  while  his  Englilh  ad- 
verfaries  were  by  fome  faid  to  have  been  cruel 
enough  to  put  his  two  helplefs  companions  to 
the  fword.  At  length,  however,  endeavouring  to 
furprhc  Fitz  PatricK,  lord  of  Upper  Oflbry,  for 
whom  he  laid  an  am^uQi,  this  extraordinary  man 
was  flain,  and  that  part  of  the  country  deUvered 
•from  their  fears. 

If  the  queen  had  broken  her  faith  to  the  Def- 
mond  family,  they  were  now  refolved  to  turn 
the  tables  upon  her  ;  for  though,  at  this  very 
time,  the  earl  of  that  name  was  intent  upon  en- 
couraging all  the  revolters,  yet  he  afted  fo  cau* 
tioufly  that  it  was  not  eafily  poflible  to  entrap 
him. — He  is  even  faid  to  have  lent  intelligence  ctf 
a  veflePs  arrival  at  Sligo  with  French  and  Irifli 
on   board,    in   order   to  raiie  an  infurredtion  in 

Connaught. And  when  the  prefident  Drury 

went 
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went  to  Ddblb  to  complain  that  the  earl  kept  an 
lintuly  rabble,  and  would  not  appear  upon  hii 
fummons,  »the  lord  deputy  fending  his  order,  Def- 
mond  came  immediately,  and  excufed  himfclf  for 
00c  having  appeared  before  Drury,  becaufe,  he  faidy 
he  was  his  mortal  enemy.  .     . 

The  king  of  Spain  confederating  with  the  pope» 
had  refolved  to  a0ift  the  catholics  of  Ireland^ 
•nd  one  Stukely  having  been  firft  inverted  with 
fereral  titles,  and  furni&ed  with  a  band  of  eight 
hundred  men,  was  defigned  to  have  been  fent  over 
to  thetr  aid  i  but  he  receiving  an  invitation  to  fcrve 
under  Sebaftian,  king  of  Portugal,  who  had  un- 
dertaken his  African  expedition,  confeated  to  go 
with  him,  upon  condition  that  thut  prince,  after 
his  own  war  was  finifhed,  fhould  join  him  in 
his  defcent  upon  Ireland.  The  event  was,  that 
she  Porcuguefe  were  totally  defeated,  their  king 
Sebaftian  (lain,  and  Stukely  and  his  men  cut  in 
pieces;  which  entirely  overthrew  this  grand  plan 
of  operation* 

The  deputy  having  defired  to  be  recalled^  was  a.  d. 
ordered  to  furrendcr  to  Sir  William  Drury,  who  '^^^ 
being  fworn  in  Chrift  Church,  in  the  mi;»Jc  of 
September,  made  a  journey  into  Munfter  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  and  afterwards,  in 
his  way  to  Limerick,  lay  at  Caftleton,  where  he 
is  &xd  to  have  been  much  concerned  when  he 
heard  that  the  tenants  were  ce{£bd  for  his  enter- 
tainment. 

He  found  the  earls  of  Defmond  and  Glencar 
in  high  difputes  about  the  bqundaries  of  their 
knds,  as  alfo  were  the  Botkrs  and  Geraldines, 
and  it  feems  that  thefe  difputes  would  have  been 
determined  by  the  fword,  if  he  himfelf  had 
fiot  interpofed,  and  efiefted  a  kind  of  temporary 
ffecoiKiliation. 

While 
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WhBc  thcfc  things  were  paflitig,  James  Fitz 
Maurice  having  foiicited  aid  of  France  in  vain, 
appfied  himfelf  to  the  Spaniards,  eighty  of 
whom,  together  with  fome  Englifh  and  Irifh  c*- 
tholics,  landed  from  three  flitps  at  Smerwick 
and  s^terwards  drew  up  the  vefleis  under  a 
little  fort,  which  they  had  ereded  with  all  ima- 
nablc  expedition  -,  nevcrthclefs,  thde  vcflcls  were 
taken  foon  afterwards  by  captain  Counenay,  who 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  with  one  of  the 
queen's  (hips  at  Kinfale. 

On  the  other  hand.  Sir  John  and  James  of  Det 
mond  hailened  to  their  coufin  James  Fitz  Maurice, 
as  foon  as  they  had  intelligence  of  this  invafion. 
The  earl,  who  was  bufied  in  building  a  caftlc 
when  he  received  the  news,  difcharged  the  work- 
men, and  made  as  if  he  would  oppofe  the  Spa- 
niards \  yet  he  encouraged  them  underhand  *,  but 
this  did  not  f^tisfv  them,  for  being  difappointed 
in  their  hopes  or  a  powerful  fupport  from  the 
natives,  they  entertained  thoughts  of  returning 
home  5  which  it  is  very  probable  they  would  have 
done,  but  that  James  Fitz  Maurice  promifed  them 
powerful  affiftance  ;  however,  lie  was  prevented 
from  keeping  his  word,  being  flain  in  a  private 
quarrel,  by  the  fons  of  Clanrickard,  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  as  he  was  upon  a  journey,  the  de- 
fign  of  which  was  to  levy  men,  and  join  them 
to  the  forces  of  the  invaders. 

The  lord  deputy  hearing  of  thefe  commotions, 
marched,  accompanied  by  the  marfhal  Bagnal, 
Malby,  Wingfield,  Fitton,  Mafterfon,  and  others,  at 
the  head  of  the  army,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  in- 
fuments.  He  fent  for  the  earl  of  Defmond  like- 
wife  to  come  to  his  camp,  who  obeying  the  fum- 
mons,  was  at  .firft  impnfoned,  but  fct  at  liberty 
^ain,  upon  more  mature  confideration,— — Tbea 
the  royal  army  went  in  queft  of  Sir  John  Dcf- 

mond 
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mond,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  rcvolters,  but 
purlued  him  a  long  time  from  place  to  place  in 
vain. — -'However,  a  detachment  under  the  captains 
Herbert  and  Price^  had  the  ill  fortune  to  fall  in 
with  fome  of  his  troops,  when  they  leaft  exp^dted 
them,  ^d  bein^  enfnared  in  an  sunbulh^  tTye 
(lain  with  moiV  of  their  foldiers^  <% 

But  now  the  deputy  having  made  another  fruilp* 
Icfe  expedition,  hi  which  he  was  unable  to  come  toT 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  finding  himfelffick, 
he  withdrew  from  the  the  army,  which  he  left 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Nicholas  Malby,  and 
foon  after  died,  but  not  before  he  had  knighted 
feveral  gentlemen  for  the  good  fcrvices  they  had 
done  the  Englilh  government. 

It  was  not  long  before  Malby  making  an  in- 
curfion  into  Connilo,  came  up  with  Sir  John  Def- 
mond  at  Monafter  Neva,  whom  he  defeated  af- 
ter an  obftinate  refiftance,  having  flain  about  two 
hundred  of  his  nrien. 

Though  the  earl  of  Defmond  afFe6ked  to  hold 
himfelf  neuter,  and  furveyed  the  battle  from  a 
neighbouring  hill,  nay  though  he  fent  meflcngers 
to  congratulate  Malby  on  his  viftory,  yet  foon  af- 
ter he  made  an  attempt  to  furprize  the  Englifli 
camp  in  the  night,  but  his  defign  being  betrayed 
by  fome  of  his  fcouts  that  were  taken  prifoners, 
.it  mifcarried  ;  neverthelefs  on  account  of  the  de- 
puty's death,  and  poflibly  ftill  more  on  account 
of  the  lofs  fuftained  in  the  night-encounter,  the 
Englifh  ftruck  their  tents,  and  forfaking  their 
camps,  and  removed  to  Afkeaton  being  harrafied 
all  the  way,  and  obliged  to  maintain  frequent  fkir- 
miihes  with  the  enemy. — And  at  length  finding 
little  elfe  was  to  be  done  at  this  time,  Malby 
placing  Sir  William  Stanley  and  captain  Carew  at 
Adare,  fent  the  reft  of  the  army  into  garrifons  in 

different 
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diSecenc  parts  of  tkc  country  ;  whcrreupon  the 
Irifh  (wh(^  biftofians  wiU  not  even  alkxw  that  they 
loft  the  batde  of  Monalbr  Neva)  followed  and 
beiie^  Adare,  the  garrtfbn  of  which  durft  oot 
ftir^»ut,  till  hunger  kfpired  them  with  cou- 
ti^  and  then  they  pafied  the  river  into  the 
light  of  the  GIai*s  country,  where  thry  were 
At^  fiicce&ful,  but  they  flayed  fo  long  that  at 
^length  they  were  encountered  by  the  knight  and 
Sir  John  Deimond  with  a  body  of  Irifh  tad 
Spaniards,  however  they  made  good  their  retreat, 
atter  a  long  and  tedious  difpote,  many  falling  oq 
both  fides. 

Sir  William  Pelham  was  the  perfim  f>itched  upon 
to  fucceed  the  deccafed  deputy,  and  being  fwora 
lordjuftice,  t;he  council  fitting,  di%>atched  letters 
to  all  the  confiderable  men  ^mongft  the  Irifli,  in 
order  to  excite  them  to  loyaky,  among  whom 
Pheagh  Mac  Hugh  and  Turlogk  L7nogh  were  tc- 

membercd. They  likcwife  appointed  the  carl  of 

iOrrhontl  to  be  governor,  and  Warham  Saintlegcr 
froeroft-marihal  of  Ulfter,  and  Defmond  having 
previoufly  given  up  bis  fon  as  an  boftage  for  his 
ftdelity,  they  ordered  the  child  to  be  fafcly  kept  in 
the  cattle  of  Dublin.  The  new  lord  juftice  after- 
wards went  into  M  under,  where  he  held  feflions, 
and  then  reconcikd  the  earl  of  Orroond,  who  came 
to  him  at  Munller,  wich  the  lord  of  Upper  Offoryj 
healfo  fenta  (iiminons  to  the  earl  of  Defmond 
to  repair  to  him,  that  he  might  reconcile  him 
with  Sir  Nicholas  Malby;  but  the  earl  would 
not  come,  yet  he  lent  his  countels  with  letters, 
in  cooiequence  of  which  Ormond  was  difpatched 
to  treat  with  him,  but  the  other  complaining  of 
old  grievances,  they  came  to  no  conclufion ;  and 
the  lord  juftice,  imagining  that  he  was  trifled 
with,  and  fuppofing  Defmond  on  all  accounts  in- 
clined to  favour  the  other  party,  he  proclainKd 
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him  a  traitor,  unlcfs  he  fliould  furrcnder  within 
twenty  days,  which  the  earl  was  lb  far  from  do- 
ing, that  he  new  openly  joined  himfelf  with  ihc 
revolters,  and  wrote  to  the  lord  juftice  to  in- 
form him,  that  he  Was  entered  into  a  league  for 
the  defence  of  the  catholic  faith,  and  exhorting 
him  to  do  the  fame;  befidos  this  he  fent  cir- 
cular letters .  to  as  many  of  the  great  men  of 
Leinfter  as  he  imagined  were  likely  to  favpur 
his  ptirpofe,  exhorting  them .  to  join  him  and  his 
allies,  telling  then)  of  the  great  fupport.  he  ex^ 
pedcd  to  derive  from  king.  Philip,  and  finally 
promifing  if  they  would  come  in,  never  to  en- 
ter into  any  treaty  of  peace  without  them. 

After  thefe  things  were  tranfafted,  both  fides 
prepared  for  war;  on  the  one  hand,  Ormond 
invaded  Conntlo,  and  killed  and  took  prifoners 
molt  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  very  near  fur- 
prifing  the  earl  himfelf  at  Newcaftle-,  and  bc- 
lides  this,  the  foldiers  of  both  chiefs  had  a  fmart 
ikirmiih,  in  which  Ornnond,  having  many  men 
^ain,  in  revenge  burned  thip  country  round,  an^ 

then  marched  to  Cork  with  Jiis  army. Oh 

the  other  hand,  Defmond's  troops  had  taken  the 
town  of  Youghall,  by  fpalade,  the  lofs  of  yrhkh 
fo  exafperated.  the.  Englifii,  that  they  wreaked 
their  revenge  upon  the  mayor,  who  being  taken 
by  Ormond,  was  condemned  and  hanged  l;>efare 
his  own  door,  on  an  accufatiofi  of  having  firit 
undertaken  to  defend  the  tower  againft  the  enemy 
without  a  .garrifod,  and  afterwards  lurrendering 
without  endeavouring  to  pppofe  them.— -Whether 
this  were  true  or  not,  the  fentence  was  executed 
upon  the  vi<5lim,  to  the  great  fatisfa^ftion  (as  wc 
are  told)  of  Elizabeth,  who  could  not  otherwifp 
be  appealed  for  the  difgrace  (he  had  fufFered 
by  the  lofs  of  this  town,  in  which  not  one  perfon, 
except  a  poor  friar,  was  l^ft,  and  to  ^hich  they 
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were  *f>bliged  to  invite  the  old  inhabitants  to  re- 
turn  bjr  proclamation. 

Ormond  now  made  very  gre?it  preparatiorr;  to 
recover  the  caftle  of  Sangically  from  the  Spaniards, 
who  defcrting  it  at  the  fight  of  the  army,  fled 
over  the  water,  but  were  fo  clofely  purlued  that 
the  greater  part  of  fhem  were  flain,-and  a  garrifon 
was  put  in  the  caftle,  in  order  to  hold  it  for  the 
Fnglifh. 

In  January  the  lord  juflice  came  from  Dublin,  by 
chc  fca  coaft  to  Wexford,  where  he  kept  fcffions, 
and  from  thence  to  Watcrford,  where  he  met  Or- 
nK>nd  5  and  there  he  had  information  that  the  in- 
furgcnrs  drew  near  to'Dungannon,  on  which  he  fcnt 
out  Captain  Zouch,  with  a  body  of  five  hundred  men 
to  oppofe  them. 

After  this  the  lord  jufticc  and  Ormond  met  at 
Raccll,  and  afterwards  invaded  Connilo,  burning  and 
fpoiling  the  lands  and  afterwards  dividing,  rhcy 
burned  the  country  of  SIcrclogher,  and  are  faid  to 
have  (lain  four  hundred  men  in  thefe  excurfions. 

Sir  William  next  refolved  ro  befiegc  the  fort 
of  Carrigfoylc  which  was  garrifoned  with  fifty  Irilh- 
men  and  nineteen  Spaniards,  under  the  command  of 
an  Iralian  named  Julio,  which  he  cauftd  to  be  bat* 
tered  till  a  breach  was  made,  at  which  the  Englift 
entering,  put  about  fifty  to  the  fword,  and  having 
taken  fix  others,  executed  them  in  the  camp  ;  put- 
ting to  death  both  Irifii  and  Spniards,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nation  and  in  contradi^ion  to 
every  principle  of  honour  and  humanity.  Thofc 
who  can  tell  fuch  a  ftory,  though  of  their  enemies, 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  muft  be  fo  devoid  of  every 
noble  fentimenr,  that  they  fcarcely  defcrved  to  te 
ranked  among  human  beings. — Julio,  the  comman- 
der, being  taken  among  the  rcP,  was  kept  for  a  few 
days,  and  at  laft  hanged,  to  gratify  the  infatiable 
revenge  of  the  viftors. 
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The  taking  of  Carrigfoylfc  was  followed  likcwife 
by  the  reduction  of  Afkcaton,  which  the  garrifoa 
dcferted  in  the  night,  and  of  Ballyloghane,  which 
was  likewife  abandoned  by  thofe  who  held  it,  but 
not  till '  they  had  laid  a  train  of  gunpowder^  in 
order  to  blow  it  up,,  which  did  fome  mifchief, 
but  failed  of  damaging  the  principal  towers. 

The  lord  juftice  having  thus  deprived  Defmond 
of  all  his  catties,  leaving  four  companies  at  Afkea- 
ton,  returned  to  Dublin,  putting  his  army  in  gar- 
rifon. 

In  May  this  year  the  pope  granted  the  fame  plena- 
ry indulgences  as  thofe  bcftowed  upon  the  Croi- 
faders  to  fuch  of  the  Irifh  as  would  bear  arms 
againft  xjueen .  Elizabeth  -,  and  in  the  fame  month 
the  queen  fcnt  over  a  commiffion  of  maVtial  law 
to  the  lord  Roch  and  Sir  Cormac  Mac  Teig  of 
Mufkerry,  with  a  power  to  give  a  protedtion  for 
fifteen  days  to  any  but  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
revolters* 

A  mutiny  at  this  time  arofe  among  the  foU 
diers,  occafioned  by  the  army's  being  ill-paid  ; 
and  fome  of  them  refufed  to  march  with  Ormond 
ovet  the  mountains  into  Kerny  ;  however  the  lord 
juftice  found  means  to  appeafe  the  tumult,  and 
thought  proper,  from  motives  of  fafcty,  that  the 
mutineers' ^ftiould  be  pardoned. 

And  now  the  popifli  lords  were  fummoned  to 
appear  before  the  lord  juftice  at  Limerick,  to  an- 
fwer  for  a  charge  brought  againft  them  of  negli- 
gence in  prolccuting  the  infurgents,  and  alfo 
of  holding  fecret  correfpondence  with  them  ^' 
all  of  them  however  (the  lord  Barry  ex- 
cepted) promifcd  loyalty,  put  in  pledges,  and 
were  ordered  to  maintain  two  thoufand  men  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Sir  Cormac  Mac  Teig  being  at  that  time  Ihe- 
rifF  of  the  county  of  Cork,   James  of  Dcfnjond 
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invaded  Mulkcrry,  whereupon  Sir  Corniac's  bro- 
ther affembling  a  body  of  men,  attacked  him, 
and .  after  a  very  fmart  baulc,  defeated  the  rc- 
volters,  and  took  James  himfclf  prifoncr,  who  be- 
ing delivered  to  Sir  Warham  Saintlt^er,  was 
hanged  as  a  rebel  at  Cork. 

A  ftrange  fickncfs,  called  afterwards  The  gen- 
tle correftion,  feized  the  whole  Englifh  army  this 
fummer  ;  it  attacked  them  in  the  head,  rendered 
them  fenfelefs  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then 
generally  went  off  of  itfclf,  but  was  fcarcely  ever 
known  to  prove  mortal,  though  its  beginnirtg  was 
fo  violent,  that  there  feldom  appeared  to  be  any 
hopes  of  recovery. — This,  like  many  other  epide- 
mic difcafes,  feems  to  have  arifen  from  vapours 
drawn  up  into  the  air,  fuming  fit>m  fens,  bogs 
and  Handing  waters,  and  other  UQwhoIefome  fpots 
of  an  uncultivated  and  neglected  country. 

The  army  of  Ormpnd  now  fpre^d  ihemlelves  in 
two  divifions  over  different  parts  of  the  revolt- 
crs  lands  5  one  party  directing  their  courfe  to  Caf- 
tknlfland,  and  the  other  to  Traley  in  Kerry  ; 
there  meeting  again,  they  were  divided  into  thrrc 
parts,  and  (as  Cox  phrafes  it)  drove  the  whole 
country  before  them,  taking  eight  thoufand  cows, 
befides  Garrons  (i.  e.  Irilh  horfes)  fheep,  &c. — 
and  killed  many  perfons,  and  would  have  deftroyed 
more,  if  Sir  William  Winter,  the  Englifh  admi- 
ral moved  with  compaflion  had  not  granted  thele 
miferable  wretches  protedions. 

Arthur,  lord  Grey,  the  new  lord  deputy  now 
landing  at  Dublin,  demanded^ the  fword,  which 
however  was  not  furrendcrcd  to  him  till  the  pre- 
fcnt  lord  jufticc  had  eftablilhed  fuch  regulations 
as  he  thought  fit,  and  then  he  delivered  it  up, 
not  without  feeming  reluftance.  Lord  Grey*s  in- 
ftruftions  were,— To  afTure  the  Irifh  of  the  queen's 
protedion  and. favour,  if  they  would  behave  fi> 
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as  to  deferve  it.-^To  hinder  the  foldiers  from  op- 
prefling  the  fubjefts. — ^To  cni^eavour  to  fhortcii 
the  war.— To  continue  the  juftice  of  Munfter, 
and  increafe  his  allowance  at  pleafure. — To  dif- 
band  as  many  of  the  new  foldiers  as  could  be 
Ipared  after  All-hallow-tide,  and  to  fecurc  their 
arms.'^-And,  not  to  grant  pardons  or  proteftions^ 
but  upon  efpecial  reafons,  and  then  to  mention 
'  the  crime  in  their  pardon. 

Fitz  Gerald  and  his  company  difapproving  the  new 
*  religion,  had  revolted  and  gone  over  to  the  lord 
Baltinglafs,  and  thefe  being  joined  by  Pheagh 
Mac  Hugh,  and  other  enemies  to  the  government^ 
Lord  Grey  had  notice  that  they  had  polled  them- 
felves  in  the  faftnefles  of  Glendilogh,  in  the  county 
of  Wicklow,   and  that  their  number    was  daily  '^^ 

increafing  5   on  which,   without  confidering  what        ^ 
an  advantageous  poll  they  occupied,  he  detached 
a  party  to  attack  them.     One  Colby  who  under- 
ftood  military  matters  well,  and  was  to  go  upon 
this  expedition,  would  have  difluaded  the  Englilh 
from  undertaking  it,   but  lord  Grcy*s  orders  were 
pofitive,  and  therefore  they  advanced  to  the  at* 
tack,   while  the  depu^  himfelf,   with  his  horfe^ 
fcoured    the  neighbouring  plain.      But  the  Irifli 
were  unanimous,  rcfolute,    well   acquainted   with 
the  country,  and  polled  in  a  place  which  was  ren- 
dered almoll  inacceflible.     Woods  and  deep  bogs 
(Nature's  own  fortifications)    fecured  them,   and 
they  had   opportunities    of  placing  their  ambuf- 
cades  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
their  enemies  to  aflail  them,  without  falling    in 
thefe  fnares.     However,  the  Englilh  advanced  to 
the  char^  with  great  valour  and  vigour,  but  they 
ouickly  found  the  difference  between  this  kind  of 
nghtmg  and  that  which  they  were  accullomed  to 
praAife  on  the  open  plain.    After  an  obllinate 
G  g  2  contell 
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contcft,  they  were  routed  With  great  flaughter, 
leaving  eight  hundred  men  dead  upon  the  fpot, 
amongft  whom  were  Sir  Peter  Carew,  colonel 
Moor^  and  the  capubs  Audcly  and  Colby ;  at 
the  death  of  the  latter  of  whom  the  Irilh  more 
particularly  rgoiced,  for  they  looked  upon  him 
as  the  moft  cruel  of  men,  and  their  writers 
fay  he  ufed  to  hang  up  Irifhmeh  whether  guilty 
or  innocent,  wherever  he  could  catch  them ;  but 
this  ftory  feems  to  be  exaggerated  -,  for  though 
many  enormities  were  winked  at  during  thefc  civil 
wars,    yet  I  cannot  think   fuch  a  pradice  could 

-  ever  be  allowed  of  under  an  £ngli(h  government 
in  any  part  of  the  earth  :  however,  it  fcems  he 
was  a  very  favage  and  barbarous  man,  and  met 
with  a  fit  end,  in  falling  amidft  heaps  of  (laugh- 

.tered  bodies.  The  carnage  would  have  been  ft  ill 
greater  if  the  deputy  had  not  come  with  his  horfc, 
and  with  difficulty  brought  off  the  reft  of  the 
troops,  and  withdrawn  with  them  in  all  hafte  from 
the  fcene  of  aftion. 

And  in  the  September  following,  about  feven 
hundred  Spaniards  and  Italians  landed  at  Smcr- 
wick  in  Kerry,  .who  built  a  fortrels,  which  they 
called  Fort  del  Ore. — This  Ormond  marched  up 
to,  and  the  garrifon  at  firft  retired  from  it,  but 
afterwards  perceiving  the  fmallnefs  of  his  force, 
they  returned  to  it  again^  and  made  a  fally  upon 
the  Englifh,  whereupon  Ormond  retreated  in 
his  turn,  finding  the  troops  he  had  with  him  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  undertaking. 

Sir  William  Winter  being  now  returned,  he 
blocked  up  the  fortrcfs  by  fea,  while  the  lord 
deputy  befieged  it  by  land  i  and  after  a  fiege  of 
four  days  the  Spaniards  furrendered  to  the  Englifb^ 
who  behaved   in   the    fame   unworthy   manner  as 

'  they  had  done  at  Carrigfoyle  ^  for  they  put  all  the 
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garrifon  to  death  except  the  commanders,  (the  Irifti 
lay,  except  the  governor^  at  which  Ibme  pretend  to 
adert  the  queen  was  very  angry,  but  that  is  hardly 
probable. 

The  deputy  then  returned  to  Dingle,  where  the 
jeari  of  Ormond  met  him  with  frelh  fiipplies,  and 
having  left  captain  Zouch,  governor  of  Kerry  and 
Dcfmond,  went  to  Limerick,  and  from  thence 
to  Dublin.— The  earl  of  Kildare  and  h's  fon-inr 
law  the  lord  Delvin,  being  fufpefted  of  favouring 
the  catholic  caufc  it)  Leinfter,  were  committed  to 
iafe  cuftody  ;  on  which  the  lord  Henry  Fitz  Gerald 
retired  into  Ophaly ;  but  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  O'Connors,  on  his  being  demanded,  they  delivered 
him  up  to  the  lord  deputy,  who  fent  him  over 
to  England,  together  with  his  father  ^nd  the  ba- 
ron of  Delvin,  and  they  were  all  three  confined 
in  the  Tower  of  London. 

A  plot  was  at  this  time  faid  to  be  laid  tp  fur- 
prize  the  deputy  and  fcize  the  caftle  of  Dublin, 
for  which  John  Nugent  fone  of  the  barons  of  the. 
exchequer  J  and  others  fuffcred  ;  but  whether  they 
were  guilty  or  not  is  a  matter  which  yet  remains 
doubtful. 

But  Zouch,  who  had  been  left  governor  of  Mun- 
fter,  after  various  fkirmifhcs  with  the  rebels,  found 
means  to  furprife  Sir  John  Defmond  and  James  the 
fon  of  John  FitzGcrald,  while  they  were  attempt- 
ing to  reconcile  a  difference  between  Dayid  Bar- 
ry and  the  fcncfchal  of  Imokilly,  who  Jay  en- 
camped pn  the  other  fide  of  a  river.  Sir  John 
therefore  and  his  companion  paffing  that  river, 
in  order  to  go  over  to  them  in  pcrrfon,  Zouch 
having  intelligence  of  ir,  placed  an  ambu(h  in  a 
wood,  into  which  they  uncxpcftedly  fell.  Sir  John 
making  a  (tout  refinance,  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  died  as  they  were  conveying  him  away  prir 
foncr,  and  the  other  was  executed  as  a  traitor.— 
G  g  3  After 
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Afcer  this,  Zouch  falling  upon  Barry^  army,  wh'id^ 
had  commicced  great  depreciations  in  the  country, 
reduced  him  to  a  fubmifllon,  and  thus,  in  focfie 
meafure,  rendered  things  more  quiet  in  the  pro- 
vince. 

Bu(  the  army  bejng  reduced,  on  account  of  thefe 
fucceflfes,  the  lord  of  Lixnaw  complaining  of  fome 
injuries  that  he  faid  he  had  received  from  the  go- 
vernor, was  the  ne:(t  that  rofe  in  arms,  and  with 
fuch  fuccefs  that  he  took  two  caftles,  flew  many 
Englifl),  and  ravaged  at  pleafure  over  the  counties 
of  Ormond,  Tipperary,  and  Waterford  i  bat 
having  received  two  defeats  from  the  Eng- 
lilh  forces,  he  fubmitted,  and  by  means  of  the 
^arl  of  Qrmond  ait  length  obtained  a  pardon. 

UHck  and  John  Burk  at  this  time  bad  a  dif- 
pure,  their  father  being  dead,  concerning  the  in- 
heritance of  his  titles  and  poflcfiions  j  but  the  af- 
fair being  referred  to  commiflioners,  it  was'ftttlcd 
that  Ulick  (hould  h^ve  Logh  Reagh,  and  that  the 
commiflioners  (hould  intercede  alfo  for  him  that  he 
might  be  created  baron  of  Leitrim. 

In  the  midft  of  aH  this,  the  lord  deputy  having 
been  accufed  of  various  mifdemeanors,  and  in  par- 
ticular of  cruelty  towards  the  queen's  lirifh  fubjeds, 
was  recalled  by  that  politic  princefs,  who,  per- 
haps meant  by  this  flep  (among  other  defigns)  tq 
fbew  her  moderation,  and  the  love  (ht  bore  to  all 
thofe  whom  Ihe  governed } — however  that  was, 
leaving  Ireland  in  Auguft,  he  committed  the  care 
of  the  ifland  to  Adam  Lofcus,  archbi(hop  of  Dub* 
Jin  and  lord  chancellor,  and  Sir  Henry  Wallops, 
tVeafurer  at  war,  as  lord  juftices. 

All  this  time  fhe  earl  of  Defmond  was  in' great 
diftrefs,  and  often  narrowly  efcaped  whh  his  life  and 
liberty,  from  thofe  who  indefatigably  purfued  him, 
At  lengrh  he  put  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  one 
Goron  M^c  Swiney,  whQ  was  hipifelf  under  pro- 
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te(5i:ion  ;  buc  Goron  being  flain  by  fome  of  the  Iri(h 
whofc  cattte  he  had  made  free  with,  the  earl  from 
that  time  defpaircd  of  meeting  with  any  relief  af- 
ter this.     Being  in  great  want  of  provifions.  he  fent 
fome  of  his  fcrvants  to  forage,    who  plundering  9 
poor    woman   of  the  Moriarca    family  of  all  her 
dock,  (he  complained  to  her  brother,  who  applied 
himfelf  fo  effeftually  to  the  Englifh  governor  of 
Caftlemaigne,  that  a  party- of    feven   mufqueieers, 
and  eight   kernes   were    fent  out  in  quelt  of  the    . 
plunderers.     Thefe  following  the  track  of  the  caf- 
cie,    entered   a   cabin    in  the  wood  called  Gleann 
Ginky,  where  the  leader  of  the  foldiers  found  an 
old  man  fitting   by  the  fire,  whom  he  defperatety 
hurt  with  his  Tword,  and  when   the  wounded  per- 
fon  crying  out  that  he  was  the  earl  of  Defmond, 
he  cut  off  his  head,    which  was  afterwards  fent  to 
England,  and  fct  on   a  pole  upon  London  bridge* 
And  thus  ended  this  revolt,  in  the  death  of  Gerald, 
the  fifteenth  earl  of  Defmond,    which  greatly  di- 
fpiriced  the  Iri(h  catholics,    and  much  encouraged 
the  proteftants,  who  had  found  caufe  to  regard  hin> 
as  a  formidable    enemy.      And   on  receiving   the 
news  of  his   death,    the   lord   vifcounc  Baltinglaf^ 
quitted  Ireland,  and  withdrew  to  Spain,  where  he 
afterwards  died.— 'About  this  time  Sir  Nicholas  Bag- 
naif  and  Sir  Lucas  Dillon,  commiflioners   of  Ul- 
fter,  eftablifhcd  a  truce  between  Turlogh  Lynogh, 
9ind    0*Oonnel,    and    perfuaded   them    to   put   in 
pledges  to  fubmit  their  differences  to  arbitration. 
Sir  John  Perrot  was  the  next  lord  deputy,  who 
had  a  very  extenfive  commifllon,  and  brought  over 
a   long  catalogue  of  inftruftions  from  the   queen, 
which  were  intended  for  the  regulation  and  good 

government   of    the  kingdom. Having    taken 

the  advice  of  the  council,  he  iflued  a  proclamation 
pf  oblivion  and  indemnity.  Aferwards  be  began  ^ 
DrogrefS)  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  is  laid  to  have 
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intercepted  a  mcOenger  who  had,  in  vain,  been  en- 
deavouring to  excite  the  Irifli  lords  and  gentlemen 
of  Munftcr  to  a  new  revolt  4  but  at  the  lame  time, 
he  received  intelligence  that  a  thoufand  Scots,  on  the 
part  of  Surlcboy,  had  invaded  Ulftcr; — ^and  having 
taken  pledges  of  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh,  and  many 
others,  when  he  had  finifhed  his  progrefs,  he  returned 
for  that  time  to  Dublin. 

But  in  the  month  of  Auguft  fucceeding,  he  fet 
out  with  an  army  from  that  city,  and  went  to  Ncwry, 
where  he  received  pledges  of  Turlogh  Lynogh,  and 
others  i  then  he  fcoured  the  country,  and  ordered 
fome  (hips  to  Loghfoyle,  to  attack*  the  Scors;  but 
thefc,  being  aware  of  their  danger,  were  beforehand 
with  bim,  and  embirkcd  for  Scotland  previous  to 
their  coming  up,  almoft  in  light  of  the  Englifh 
army. 

Then  he  proceeded  to  fpoil  the  country  of  the 
Brian  Carrows,  and  obliged  Surleboy  to  withdraw 
]iis  troops  and  cattle,  and  to  fly  before  him,  and  af- 
terwards having  taken  Dunluce,  Surleboy  himfcif 
fubmitted. 

Next  he  proceeded  to  divide  Ulder  into  counties 
and  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  to  refer  their  difpute^ 
to  legal  dccifion,  and  to  hold  their  eftates  by  Englifh 
tenures;  amongft  whom  was  Turlogh  Lynogh, 
who  was  fumtnoned  to  parliament,  and  to  whom  the 
depury  prefented  robes  made  in  the  Englifh  fafhioni 
and  in  this  parliament  four  archbithops,  twenty  bi- 
Ihops  and  npany  great  earls  were  prefenr. 

•^— But  the  Scots  again  invaded  Ireland,  againfl 
whom  the  lord  deputy  determined  to  fend  tW  baron 
Dungannon,  marching  alfo  into  the  north  himfcif, 
and  (ending  an  embaffy  to  the  king  of  Scotland,  to 
intreat  that  he  would  prevent  his  people  from  plun- 
dering the  Iri(h  fubjeds,  and  command  reftitutioa 
to  be  made  of  what  had  been  unjuftly  taken  from 
(hetn.     Neverthelefs,  though  it  is  faid  he  receircd  a 
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favourable  anfwcr,  yet  four  hundred  iScots  landed  in 
the  iQand,  who  were  joined  by  Con  Mac  Neal  and 
brhers,  but  were  defeated  by  captain  SrafFord,  and 
paffing  the  Ban  were  clofe  purfued  by  him  and  the 
baron  Dungannon,  fo  that  they  retreated  from 
place  to  place,  til!  at  laft  captain  Merriman,  who 
beards  that  in  this  their  retreat  they  had  a  defign  to 
affail  Strabare,  marched  all  night  in  order  to  furprife 
theoi,  but  coming  up  to  them,  found  them  prepared 
to  receive. him,  on  which  an  engagement  cnfucd,  but 
Merriman  vanqaifliing  Alexander  Mac  Surly  the 
Scottifb  leader,  in  fingle  combat,  his  troops  were 
routed,  and  viftoty  declared  in  favour  of  the  Englifli, 

Bat  notwithftanding  all  his  fucceflcs  this  lord  de- 
puty was  recalled  by  the  queen,  when  at  length 
he  went  to  England,  and  was  accufed  of  many 
crimes,  and  being  of  a  haughty  difpofition  fpokc 
^  fome  ra(h  words  againft  her  majefty,  which,  in  her 
©pinion,  oufweigtied  them  all ;  fo  that  being  deferr- 
ed by  his  friends,  abandoned  by  the  queen,  and 
clofely  prefled  by  his  enemies,  he  was  condemned  to 
fuffer,  though  the  execution  of  the  fcntence  was  pre- 
vented by  his  dying  fuddenly  in  the  towerof  London, 

Hugh,  baron  of  Dungannon,  pafling  over  to 
England,  was  by  the  queen  created  earl  of  Ty-f 
rone,  having  the  whole  country  granted  him,  dif- 
charged  of  the  rent  that  he  had  formerly  promifed 
the  deputy,  oh  condition  that  he  fhould  difclaim 
any  title  to  the  reft  of  Ulfter,  and  that  he  fhould 
provide  for  Turlogh  Lynogh,  and  the  fons  of 
Shane  O'Neal  — And  the  baron  is  faid  even  to 
have  folicited  the  queen  to  fupprefs  the  name  of 
O'Neal,  though  we  find  himfelf  alTuming  it  in  the 
fequel. 

Secretary  Fenton  was  at  this  time  fent  over 
into  England  to  give  the  queen  an  account  of 
fhc  ftatc  of  the  Inlh  government,  and  received 
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his  other  complaints  were  alike  difrcgarded  by 
the  queen,  and  the  matter  ended  as  we  have 
above  related. 

Puring  the  latter  part  of  his  adminiftration, 
the  Irifh  made  many  complaints  againft  the  Englifli 
and  againft  each  other ;  in  the  latter  cafe  Tur- 
logh  Lynogh  accufed  the  carl  of  Tyrone  of  levy- 
ing cefs,  and  of  opprefling  the  country;  in  the 
former,  O'Rourk  had  (in  all  probability  with  juf- 
ticc)  accufed  Bingham  of  opprefllve  proceedings; 
in  which  cafe  the  deputy  advifed  O'Rourk  to 
be  more  obedient,  and  Bingham  to  be  lefs  ar- 
bitrary in  his  government,  who  returned  an  an- 
fwer  which  little  became  him,  before  the  council, 
and  which  perhaps  would  not  have  beep  pafled 
by  fo  lightly,  if  the  deputy  had  not  been  upon 
the  point  of  being  recalled,  which  pofllbly  was 
the  occafion  of  his  brooking  thjs  treatment. 

Sir  William  Fitz- Williams  fucceeded  as  lord 
deputy,  who  was  fworn  the  30th  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight ; 
and  foon  after  his  coming  over,  the  Spanilh  ar- 
mada  coafting  ^bout  Scotland,  fevepteen  of  their 
ihips  were  wrecked  upon  the  Irifh  coaft, 
whereby  much  trcafure  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
natives,  which  the  queen,  by  her  prerogative, 
claimed  as  her  property.  On  this,  the  deputy 
vrent  into  Ulfter,  probably  with  a  view  of  fha- 
ring  in  the  plunder-,  but  his  journey  not  an- 
fwering  the  end  for  which  he  defigned  it,  he 
imprifoncd  Sir  Owen  O'Tool  and  O'Dogharty, 
though  they  were '^^  ell  afFefted  to  the  ftate,  merely 
In  order  to  gratify  his  private  revenge,  being  en- 
raged beyond  meafure  at  his  difappointment. 

The  (hipwrecked  Spaniards  being  entertained  by 
the  Irifh  who  would  not  fufFer  them  to  be  af- 
faulted,  whiift  under  their  proteftion,  created  frefh 
Clatter  of  difpute  between  the  Catholics  and  the 
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government,  which  Utter  purfued  thefe  fugitives 
with  an  implacable  and  unrelenting  hatred.-  ■■ 
Bingham  levied  troops  to  chaftife  the  Irilh  on  this 
occafion  ;  they  met  him  with  an  inferior  force 
in  the  field,  and  in  confequence  were  vanquilhed  ' 
yet  they  made  a  gallant  retreat,  and  were  ftill 
bent  upon  keeping  their  faith  with  their  guefts* 

However,  O'Rourk',  who  commanded  the  male<% 
Contents  upon  the  above  occafion  quarrelling  with 
another  of  the  Irifti  leaders,  was  dcferted  by  moft 
parts  of  his  foldiers,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
-with  James  of  Scotland. — But  that  prince  having 
been  lately  reconciled  with  Elizabeth,^  notwith- 
Handing  the  death  of  his  mother  Mary,  to  fcrve 
his  own  private  intereft,  delivered  up  the  fugitives  • 
to  the  Englifli  government,  who  immediately  caufed 
him  to  be  hanged  at  Tyburn. — 

In  the  mean  time  the  earl  of  Tyrone  did  as 
much  for  one  who  accufed  him  of  treafon ;  and 
afterwards  repaired  to  England,  in  order  perfo* 
nally  to  juftify  .himfelf  before  the  queen,  and  to 
renew  his  covenants  and  agreements  with  her.— 
At  firft  he  was  confined  for  having  made  the  voy- 
age,  without  a  licence  from  the  lord  deputy,  but 
vipon  fubmiflion  was  difcharged ;  and  ofiered  to 
give  hoftages  to  the  queen  for  his  performance 
of  certain  articles,  and  then  he  was  favourably 
entertained  by  her  majefty  "  Chiefly  (fays  Cox) 
tecaufc  he  advifcd  the  fuppreffion  of.  the  name 
of  0*NeaL"  This  indeed  had  been  a  favourite 
point,  which  the  Englifh  government  had  long 
laboured  to  carry  into  execution  •,  for  it  was  their 
maxim,  as  it  has  been  that  of  many  other  nations, 
that  nothing  could  fo  effeftually  fubdue  a  peo- 
ple as  taking  from  them  the  remembrance  (if 
poflible)  of  their  ancient  laws,  cuftoms,  names, 
families  and  defcent, ,  for  all  of  which  moft  na- 
tions entertaining  an  enthufiaftic  reverence,    can 
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ibldom  be  eafiljr  brotight  to  adopt  the  manners 
-     of  new  conquerors,  or  to  adopt  their  fway. 

It  was  upon  this  foundation  that  Edward  th^ 
Firft  is  ftdd  to  have  adopted  that  barbarous  po« 
licy  of  deftroying  all  the  Britiih  banis,  who 
were  continually  employed  in  reciting  old  hifto- 
rics,  and  infpiring  the  principal  of  their  country- 
men with  the  flame  of  heroifm,  by  repeating  to 
them  the  glorious  exploits  of  thofe  chiefs  from 
whom  they  were  lineally  ddcended. — The  familv 
of  O'Neal  we  have  feen  was  one  of  the  rtioft 
honourable  amongft  the  ancient  Irifh,  the  earl  of 
Tyrone  was  a  reputed  baftaM  fcyon  of  that  no- 
'blc  ftock,  and  for  that  reafon  it  was  not  imagined 
he  would  affome  the  name  himfclf,  and  it  ap*  - 
pearcd  likely  that  it  would  not  be  confident  with 
his  intereft  for  any  other  to  affume  it  5  on  which 
account  the  queen  concluded,  that  he  was  in  ear- 
ncft  in  his  dcfire  of  having  it  totally  extinguifh- 
cd. — Yet,  with  all  her  fubtility  and  policy,  (he  here 
overfhot  her  mark,  as  will  abundantly  appear  in 
■  the  fequel  of  this  hiftory. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Tyrone  ofiered  hoA 
tagjes  for  the  performances  of  his  articles  with  the 
queen ;  but  he  had  ftipulated  that  thefe  (hould 
be  delivered  ii)  Ireland  to  be  kept  at  fome  gcn- 
•  tleman's  or  merchant*s  houfc,  and  to  be  exchanged 
every  three  months.  When,  after  his  return,  he 
was  preffed  by  the  lord  deputy  to  perform  his 
promile,  he  made  ufe  of  many  Ihifts  and  delays, 
and  faid  that  the  fame  fecurity  ought  to  be  re- 
quired of  his  neighbours. The  Ions  of  Shane 

O'Neal,  O'Donnel's  fon^,  and  Philip  O'Rcily  efca- 
ping  out  of  Dublin,  Art,  one  of  them,  died  by 
the  way,  but  the  other  three  reaching  Ulftcr, 
two  of  thefe  (fons  of  Shane)  fell  into  Tyrone's 
iiands,  who  refiifed  eitlier  to  deliver  them  up  to 
the  deputy,  or  to  fet  them  at  liberty  to  fhift  for 
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themfelves.  The  next  thing  hcdid  was  to  marry  mar- 
Ihal  Bagnairs  fitter,  tho'  he  had  another  wife  then 
living ;  and  foon  after  his  men  wounded  fome  of 
Turlogh*s  in  a  fkirmifh ;  however  he  excufed  hinv- 
felf  in  both  thefc  matters  in  a  letter  to  the  coun- 
cil.— As  to  the  former,  he  faid  that  he  had  for- 
mally and  lawfully  divorced  his  firft  wife,  and,  as 
to  the  latter,  that  Turlogh's  people  were  attacked 
becaufe  they  were  fpoihng  his  country. 

Tyrone  alfo  entertained  a  friendfhip  with  Hugh 
Roe,  who  was  one  of  the  prifoners  that  had  ef- 
caped  out  of  Dublin  cattle,'  and  was  now  become 
O'Donnel  by  his  father's  death,  and  furpri^ed  the 
cattle  of  Montrofe,  which  he  faid  was  done  only 
to  make  0*Donnel  a  good  fubjeft ;  Jievcrthelefi 
the  government  of  Ireland  ei\tertained  fuch  fufpi- 
cions  of  him  and  his,  that  when  the  council  was 
fitting  at.Monaghan,  in  order  to  fettle  the  couo- 
ty  on  the  queen's  patentees,  they  were  alarmed 
at  the  news  that  Con,  Tyrone's  fon,  was  ap- 
proaching, though  they  had  a  guard  of  an  hundred 
loldiersj-^for  which  however  when  Tyrone  was 
blamed,  he  anfwcred,  "  That  they  were  frighten^ 
ed  only  at  the  fight  of  two  horfemen,  for  that 
there  were  no  more  near  at  the  rime  of  the  alarm/' 
Neverthelefs  the  Englifli  believed  th^e  was  great 
reafon  to  think  otherwife.  a.   d^ 

But  this  was  only  a  trifle  to  what  followed : —  '59> 
Indeed  even  at  this  time  the  Irifh  rofe  in  arms 
fis  ufual,  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland. — Connor 
was  up  in  Connaught  and  O'Donncl  in  Ulfter. 
Mac  Guire  alfo,  the  chief  of  Fermenagh,  took 
arms,  alledging  that  he  had  paid  for  his  country^ 
to  be  excufed  from  a  ftieriff,  notwithftanding 
which  there  was  one  appointed,  whofe  followers 
were  guilty  of  many  exceffes. 

On  the  news  being  told  the  lord  deputy,  he  pro- 
claimed Mac  Guire  a  traitor,  invaded  Fermenagh, 
and  took  Inifkilling.    Neverthelefs,  Mac  Guire,  on  • 

his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4^4        HISTORY    or    IRELAND. 

his  part,  made  an  incurfion  into  Connaught,  but 
his  forces  were  routed  by  Bingham,  under  whom 
Tyrone  ferved  and  received  a  wound  in  his  thigh 
in  an  encounter  with  the  revohcrs. 

Sir  William  Ruffcl  the  youngeft  fon  of  Francis 
^arl  of  Bedford,  was  next  fworn  lord  deputy,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  government  received  intelli- 
gence that  Tyrone's  brother  Cormac  Mac  Baron, 
who  at  that  time  befiegcd  Inifkilling,  had  defeated 
the  Englifh  army,  amounting  to  fix  hundred  foot 
and  forty-fix  horfe,  upon  which  Sir  Richard  Bing- 
ham, who  was  fent  to  the  relief  of  that  place,  re* 
turned  to  Dublin,  and  immediately  afterwards 
tidings  were  brought  of  the  landing  of  two  thou* 
fand  five  hundred  Scots  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Ifland. 

In  confequencc  of  all  this ;  an  order  was  tnadc 
for  what  they  called  a  general  hofhing,  aiid  that 
the  lord  deputy  leaving  Ormond  to  defend  the 
pale  fhould  march  to  the  relief  of  Iniflcilling,  be^ 
ing  attended  by  half  the  council. 

In  the  mean  time  the  earl  of  Tyrone  himfelf 
came  to  the  council  board,  and  making  many 
protcftations  of  his  loyalty  was  honourably  dif- 
tiiiflcd,  notwithftanding  marlhal  Bagnel  under 
whom  he  had  ferved,  offered  to  prove  him  guilty 
of  treafon. 
A.  D.  The  deputy  marching  from  Dublin  on  the  ipth 
'594-  Qf  Auguft,  after  pafling  bogs  and  rivers,  and  en- 
countering many  difficulties,  entered  Inhkilling 
caftle,  and  relieved  the  place  without  meeting 
with  any  oppofition.— But  while  thele  things  were 
doing,  Walter  Riagh  with.a  party  of  the  revolters 
burned  Crumlin— But  the  deputy  returning  rc- 
ftored  peace  there,  and  many  of  Walter  Riagh*s 
men  being  with  his.  brothers  (lain,  and  he  him- 
•  fclf  afterwards  taken  and  hanged  in  chains  at 
Dublin. 
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Tyrone  ^*as  now  publicly  in  arms  and  Monag-  x. 
han  befieged  by  Mac  Guire  and  Mac  Mahon, 
however,  hiifed  the  fiege  at  the  approach  of  the 
Englilh :  neverthelefs  Tyrone  with  a  confiderable 
force  endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
latter,  and  encountered  them  in  a  narrow  pafs 
Where  they  would  have  been  probably  cut  off,  if. 
the  Irifh  had  not  wanted  powder  to  continue  the 
engagement ;  as  it  was  they  were  much  har- 
rafled,  but  however  very  happily  efcaping  from 
this  danger,  they  took  a  different  way  from  that 
which  their  enemies  expefted  they  would  have 
chofen,  and.by  that  ftratagem  jgot  fafe  to  Newry. — • 
In  the  mean  time  the  Burks  took  the  caftle  of  Sli- 
^,  and  put  captain  George  Bingham  and  the 
Ward  to  the.  fword  i  while,  on  the  other  hand. 
Sir  John  Norris  arrived  (with  a  re-inforcement  from 
England  under  his  conduft)  with  th6  title  of 
Lord  Greneral,  and  a  fpecial  commiflion  intiding 
him  to  the  fole  .command  of  the  army  in  Ulfter, 
between  wHom  and  the  lord  deputy  there  were 
f6me  bickerings,  neverthelefs  they  agreed  this 
time  to  join,  and  accordingly  marched  to  Dun- 
d'alk  together. — From  thence  the  army,  after  va- 
rious marches  and  counter-marches,  the  enemy 
often  appearing  in  their  rear,  came  to  Dublin 
without  any  thing  being  atchieved  on  either  fide, 
worth  mentioning  m  this  hiftory. 

But  oh  the  inh  of  Auguft  fucceeding,  general 
Nonris  marched  the  army  northward,  neverthelefs 
he  could  not  hinder  Tyrone  from  driving  away 
all  the  live  cattle  from  Newry  •,  there  was  indeed 
a  (kirmifli  between  the  armies,  in  which  both 
the  Norrifes  were  wounded,  and  the  Irifh  feem 
to  have  had  the  advantage,  though  no  confider-. 
able  execution  was  donb  on  either  part. 

Pheagh  Mac  Hugh  at  this  time  made  his  fub-  Cox. 
miffion,  and  the  deputy  fet  out  towards  Gal  way 

Vot.  I.  H  h  ex- 
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expe£ting  ;he  Burks  to  do  the  fame;  but  they^ 
inAead  of  coming  to  meet  hiip,  contented  them-t 
felve^  with  fending  hirp  a  p^per,  filled  yith  fom» 
plaints  againft  Sir  Richard  Bingham, 

In  die  mean  time  many  overtures  towards  a 
pea^e  with  France  were  ma^e  by  the  queen's 
commiflioners,  which  fom?  Engllih  writers  have 
t)een  very  particular  in  defcribing  y  however  it 
may  fuffece  h^re  to  fay,  jhat  they  ended  in  npr 
thing  more  than  a  truce  from  time  to  tinfie,  which 
was  ill  planned  and  ftill  worfe  obferved,  Tyrone 
Jpcitif^  by  much  too  artfyl  for  thoie  that  had 
to  deal  with  him,  aqd  generally  over-reaching 
|hem  even  ip  their  own  politics, 

Sufleboy  now  made  his  f^bmi(Con,  but  Con*; 
naught  was  in  a  bad  fituation  ^  in  particular,  Mac 
Coghlan's  country  was  fpoilra  by  the  Irifh  and 
Scots,  who  had  pafTed  the  Shannon ;  b\it  the  de? 
puty  advancing  towards  them,  foon  gave  them  a 
f:heck;  and  in  this  expedition  he  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  O'Madden*?    caftle,   though  the*  gar- 
rifon,  when  fummoned,  had  returned  for  anfwer^ 
That  they  would   not  furrender  if  all  the  bcr 
fiegers  were  Deputies,  as  well  as  he  who  led  them. 
^-     ^*      At  length  Tyrone's  pardon,    the   negotiating 
'^^     which  had  uken  fq  much  time,  was  figned  aim 
fent  to    Sir  Edward  Moor    to  be  delivered   to 
him^  and  the  queen  is  faid  to  have  exprefle^ 
great  f^tisfaftiqn   at  the  profped:  of  a  pacifica- 
tion with  Jiiai  and  the  malecontents  of  Ireland  \ 
but  when  the  carl  fhould  have  received  it,  he 
was  out  of  the  way,  and,  in  effeft,  delayed  taking 
•    it  till  the  twei>ty-fecond  of  July,  wh?n  he  con- 
fented  to  put  ip  his  pledges,  bqt  refiifed  to  rcr 
DQunce  foreign  aid  VP9P  oath  |  however,  he  pro- 
mifed  loyalty  and  obedience  ^  and  fo,  for  that  timc^ 
(he  (natter  concluded. 

But 
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But  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh  broke  out  into  open 
war,  againft  whom  the  deputy  marched,  and  en- 
camping at  Rothdrome,  flew  fomc  of  his  adhe- 
rents, and  took  much  fpoil ;  he  alfo  caufed  two^ 
of  their  chiefs  pledges  to  be  hanged  up  in  the 
camp,  but  efFeded  nothing  of  confequence.  While 
he  was  thus  employed,  the  earl  of  Ormond  was 
oppofcd  to  the  Butlers,  and  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger 
to  the  0*Mores  and  O'Connors,    • 

But  Tyrone  himfelf  now  attacked  Ardmagh, 
great  part  of  the  garrifon  of  which  he  furprifed 
and  flew,  by  ftratagcm,  while  his  fon-in-law,  Henry 
Oge,  entered  the  Pale  in  a  hoftile  manner;  he 
alfo  endeavoured  to  furprize  Carlingford  caftle, 
and  refufed  to  let  any  relief  be  brought  to  Blacic- 
water,  endeavouring,  as  much  as  poflible,  to  fa- 
vour jhe  caufe  of  the  difaffefted  Irifti  in  Leinfl:er, 

The  catholic  writers  enlarge  much  upon 
thefe  and  other  of  their  favourite's  feats  5  but* 
I  do  not  And  that  they  are  willing  to  do 
the  fame  in  regard  to  his  negotiations  for  peace 
and  pardon,  the  relations  of  which  are  moftly 
confirmed  by  good  authorities. — There  is  a  cer- 
tain inexcufable  partiality  in  men  that  are  at-, 
tached  to  a  party,  which  renders  them  blind  to 
juftice  and  folicitous  of  promodng  the  fame  of 
their  own  partifans,  though  at  the  expence  of 
truth  and  honour,  and  every  principle  of  aftion 
that  ought  to  be  confidered  oetweqn  men  and 
Chriftians.  In  the  cafe  of  the  Irifti  infurg^nts, 
before  tbey  were  reduced,  and  incorporated  in  a 
manner  as  one  body  with  the  EngUfli  nation,  a 
moderate  man  might  find  fomething  to  urge  in 
their  defence^  if  it  were  not  for  the  notorious 
hypocrjfy  fome  pf  them  exhibited  in  fubmitting 
fo  often,  even  without  compulfion,  and  as  often 
breaking  that  peace  which  they  had  folemnly 
fworn  ta-*^But  where  fbefe  things  are  fo  appa- 
Hh2  rent. 
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rent  the  perjured  man  will  always  difgrace  the  psj-? 
triot,  and  the  low  defigning  fycpphant  will  dilhOT 
nour  even  the  bcft  cauJ'e  m  the  world. 

Inccnfed  at  Tyrone's  behaviour,  the  lord  dcr 
puty  and  council  wrote  him  a  letter  full  of  up? 
praiding,  but  he  was  not  to  feejc  for  an  anfwer  2 
he  ,  faid,  he  had  done  nothing  without  J)rovoca- 
tion,  and  juttificd  his  revolt  by  charging  the  ftate 
with  profecuting  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh,  whom  h9 
looked  upon  as  his  particular  friend  and  a|Iy, 
'  In  the  fuccecding  January,  Sir  Richard  Bingr 
|tam,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  very  auftere 
^d  cruel  governor,  w^s  removed,  on  account  of 
inany  complaints  levied  againft  him,  and  in  hi^ 
room  was  placed  Sir  Conyers  Clifford. 

In  the  middle  of  the  fame  month  general  Nor- 
ris  met  Tyrone,  whom  he  complimented  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  advjfed  the  government  tq 
take  moderate  meafures ;  and  permitted  Ardraagh 
to  be  re- viftualed,  which  was  a  matter  he  hacj 
before  mod  ftrenuo^fly  oppofed.  However,  he 
pvaded  coming  to  any  terras  with  the  general 
who  at  length  finding  himfelf  egregioufly  trifleq 
'^ith,  put  an  end  to  a  treaty,  in  which  ^le  per- 
ceived the  other  was  not  in  carnefl-. 

After  much  purfuit,  the  deputy  at  laft  had  the 
fortune  to  kill  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh^  and  to  take 
much  fpoil  in  his  country,  but  too|i  after  he  was 
re-called,  and  Thomas,  lord  Burroughs  fent  ia 
his  room,  ordered  general  Norris  to  his  prefi- 
4ency  of  Munfter,  .which  affront  being  put  upoa 
one  who  was  newly  difappointed  of  the  chief  go- 
vernment himfelf,  had  fuch  an  eftcft  upon  hii% 
|iiat  it  is  faid  to  have  broken  his  heart. 

This  fleputy  having  put  his  troops  in  motion, 
parched  from  Dublin,  and  in  their  prqgrefs  took; 
the  fort  of  Blackwater  j  neverthclels,  after  they 
|iad  won  it,  they  had  a  fkifmif^  vitl^  the  Irifb, 
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in  which  they  loft  the  deputy's  brother-in-law, 
and  many  other  pcrfons.  At  this  time  alfo,  Clif- 
ford, governor  of  Connaught  being  ordered  to  ad- 
vance with  his  provincial  .troops  to  the  borders  of 
Ulfter,  obeyed  the  injunftion,  but  being  met  by 
an  army  of  the  enemy,  fupcrior  in  force  to  his 
own,  he  was  obliged  to  recire  from  them ;  and^ 
Cox  fays,  he  made  a  gallant  retreat  for  above 
thirty  miles,  even  in  the  face  of  his  encniy.  Be- 
fides  this,  ^Tyrone  on  the  lord  deputy's  return  to- 
wards tKe  Pale,  turned  his  force  againft  Black- 
water,  and  befieged  it.  But  the  lord  deputy  iqj- 
proaching,  the  fiege  was  raifed;  however,  that 
great  officer  died  on  his  return  to  Dubli/i^  and 
Sir  Thoraa$  Norris,  prefident  of  Munfter,  was 
made  lord  jufticc,  p-o  tempore^  but  he  was  growri 
fo  melancholy  on  account  of  his  brother's  deaths 
that  he  requefted  permifllon  to  refign,  and  Adam  . 
Loftus,  lord  chancellor,  and  archbifliop  of  Dub^ 
lin^  and  Sir  Robert  Gardiner  were  made  lords 
juftices,  who  were  fworn  in  thd  month  of  No^ 
veniber ;  and  on  the  day  when  that  ceremony  pair- 
ed, the  council  gave  an  account  in  writing  of  the 
ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  concluded,.  That  there 
was  an  univerfal  rebellion,  intended  to  ihake  off 
all  Englifli  government.  Ormond  was  now  con- 
flituted  lieutenant-general,  and  with  others  im- 
powered  to  trcit  with  Tyrone  ;  the  confcquence 
of  which  was,  that  a  ceflation  of  hoftiliries  was 
agreed  on  for  eight  weeks,  and  the  earl  engaged 
to  give  the  garrifon  of  Blackwater  leave  to  fo- 
rage, and  alfo  to  furnifh  them  with  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  cattle  J  neverthelefs;  this  negociation  came 
to  nothing,  and  he  laid  (lege  to  the  fort  foon 
afterwards.  Marfhall  Bagnal  was  fcnt  to  its  re- 
lief; but  Tyrone  engaging  him  at  an  advantage, 
ilew  him,  and  routed  the  EngUlh  army,  who  fled 
H  h  3  towards 
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towards  Ardmagh,  leaving  near  two  thoufand  fol- 
di^rs  dead  upon  the  field  of  battle,  moft  of  their 
baggage,  artillery,    and  colours,  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,    to  whom  Blackwatcr  was 
furrcndered,  in  confcquence  of  this  important  vic- 
tory. 
,         Elizabeth  was  extremely  concerned  when  (he  knew 
of  this  defeat,  and  blamed  Ormond  much  for  not 
having  taken  the  command  of  the  troops  himfclf, 
though   Marflial  Bagnall  was  an  experienced  of- 
ficer, to  fucceed  'vfhom  Sir  Richard  Bii^ham  was 
appointed  *,  but  he  dying.  Sir  Samuel  Bagnall  was 
fens  with   two  thoufand  foot,    and  one  hundred 
horfe,  who  on  the  news  of  this  difafter  were  or- 
dered to  Carlingford. 

Tyrone  having  fent  Rory  Owny  Mac  Oge  in- 
to Munfter  with  forces  which  thofe  of  the  go- 
vernment were  not  able  cffeftually  to  oppofe, 
.  inade  James  Fitz  Thomas,  earl  of  Defmond :— and 
all  the  Irifh  of  the  province  were  up  in  arms, 
and  began  to  ravage  the  lands  of  the  Englifh, 
and  to  deftroy  them  wherever  they  found  them. 

The  queen  had  now  call  her  eyes  upon  the 
lord  Mountjoy,  with  intent  of  fending  him  over 
chief  governor  of  Ireland ;  but  his  intercft  failed 
before  that  of  Robert  Devereux^  the  queen^'s  great 
favourite,  who  was  fent  over  with  the  fuUeft 
powers  and  the  greateft  forces  that  had  ever  been 
bcftowed  upon  any  of  her  governors.  He  had 
commiflTion  for  difpofmg  of  the  rebels  lands,  and 
of  executing  martial  law  upon  their  perfons  :  he 
had  the  placing  and  difplacing  of  all  officers  that 
had  not  patents,  and  the  fuperfeding  of  thofe  who 
were  furnifhed  with  them  : — he  was  well  fupplicd 
as  to  the  eftabliftiment  of  his  treafure,  and  had 
an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  thirteen  hun- 
dred horfe  under  him.  Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be 
owned  that  he  found  the  ifland  in  a  very  bad 
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ttatCi  above  twenty  thourand  rebels  being  in  arms 
in  the  difFercnt  province^,  many  of  whom  had 
publtely  fworn  to  live  and  dib  in  th^  defence  of 
their  religion,  an  oath  which  at  that  time  in* 
eluded  a  folemn  refolution  of  never  fubmitting  to 
the  Englifh  government. 

Though  the  inftruftions  of  Eflex  were  in  par- 
ticular to  reduce  Ulfter  to  obedience,  yet  this 
he  fbfangely  heglefted  to  attempt ;  and,  as  if  he 
had  meant  to  fchgthcn  out  the  war,  he  fuffered 
the  revolters  of  that  province  to  proceed  in  their 
depredations,  whilft,  inftead  of  ftriking  at  the  root 
trf  thefe  troubles,  he  contented  himftjtf  with  lop* 
ping  the  Imaller  branches,  and  marched  into  Mun^ 
iter,  where  he  had  a  few  (kirmilhes  with  Ty^ 
rone,  earl  of  Defmond  (called  the  Susan  carl)  and 
after  fome  other  little  fucceflcs  fcarcely  worth  no- 
ticing, IS  faid  to  have  been  baffled  and  harraf- 
Ted  by  Owen  O'More,  and  this  carl  of  Defmond^ 
>vho  hung  upon  his  rear  for  feveral  days,  and 
did  him  conQderable  damage.  Certain  it  is^  that 
his  army  Was  much  diminifhed  without  having 
made  any  great  atchievements  1  and  while  he  was 
thus  employed,  he  had  the  mortification  to  hear^ 
that  both  the  Spaniards  and  the  Scots  had  fup^ 
plied  Tyrone  with  ammunition,  and  that  he  was 
treating  with  the  latter  to  aflifl:  him  with  forces 
'againft  the  Englilh  government,— **^About  the 
fame  time  Sir  Henry  Harrington,  with  fix  hun- 
dred men,  whom  Effex  had  left  in  the  glinns^ 
were  defeated  by  the  O'Briahs^  and  being  ae- 
cufed  of  having  contributed  to  it  by  their  owii 
fault,  we^lbvereiy,  (if  nbt  barbafbufly)  puniihedt 
by  the  lord  genersJ. 

It  wa^  Hot  long  before  Eflex  heard  that  the 

tjueen  was  angry  at  his  milbonduft  1  whereupon  he 

iafTured    her    by  letter,    that  he  would  with  all 

fpeed  march  to  Ulfter ;  ncverthelels  he  firft  made 
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an  expedition  into  Leix  and  Ophaly  againil  the 
O'Morcs  and  the  O'Connors,  which  fo  much  di- 
miniflicd  his  army,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fend 
to  England  for  a  f^pply  of  a  thoufand  men  ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time  Clifford  governor  of  Connaught, 
whom  he  had  fent  to  Belick  to  diftrefe  Tyrone, 
was  defeated  and  flain  by  the  infurgents  and  his 
troops  in  danger  of  being  all  cut  in  pieces,  which 
would  have  been  the  cafe,  had  they  not  been 
brought  off  by  the  horfe,  who  came  in  timely  to 
their  affiffance. 

The  fupply  arriving,  Effex  ftill  negledted  to  pro- 
fccute  the  war  againft  Tyrone,  and  by  a  condudt 
which  at  this  diftance  of  time  it  is  hard  to  account 
for,  he  only  marched  with  a  body  of  about  five 
hundred  men,  to  the  borders  ot  the  province 
where  he  parlyed  with  him,  and  concluded  on  a 
truce  for  lix  weeks,  which  was  continued  from 
one  fix  weeks  to  another,  either  party  being  at  li- 
berty to  break  it  upon  fourteen  days  notice.  But 
the  queen  difapproving  this  part  of  his  condud 
more  than  all  the  reft,  receiving  a  fharp  letter 
from  *  frr  upon  that  fubjeft,  the  infatuated  Effex 
quitted  Ireland  without  waiting  for  his  rccal,  and 
prefented  himfclf  before  the  Engliflv  court,  the 
confequence  of  which  ftep  was  his  ruin  ;  for  after 
having  been  provoked  to  break  out  into  open  re- 
bellion, and  what  was  at  that  time  ftill  worfe,  hav- 
ing fpoken  difrefpedtfully  of  his  royal  paramour, 
he  was  executed,  in  purfuant  to  a  lentence  paffed 
upon  him,  in  the  Tower  of  London,  on  Allx- 
"Wednefday  in  the  year  fixteen  hundred  and  one, 

Adam  Loftus  lord  chancellor  and  Sir  George 
Cary,  treafurer  at  war,  being  lord  juftices,  Tyrone 
grc^  extremely  haughty,  and  inftead  of  talking 
of  fubmiffion,  (as  he  had  hitherto  always  done  in 
the  mid  ft  of  his  wars)  he  now  declared  that  he 
would  never  lay  down  his  arms  till  he  had  reftor- 
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«d  the  catholic  religion  and  the  liberty  and  inde^ 
pendancy  of  his  country.  He  gave  fourteeen  days 
notice  alfo,  that  he  would  break  the  truce*  Ho 
made  a  journey  into  Munfter,  attended  by  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  horfe,  where  he  fpirited  up 
the  people  to  infurredion,  depofod  Daniel  Mag 
Carthy  More,  and  placed  Florence  Mac  Cathy  in 
his  dead,  took  pledges  of  him,  whoni  they  called 
The  White  Knight,  and  of  many  others  whofc  zeal 
the  caufe  he  doubted,  and  plundered  the  lands  of  • 
fuch  as  abiblutely  refufed  to  engage  in  hb 
fchemes. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Thomas  Norris,  lord  pre* 
iident  of  Munller,  died  of  a  wound  he  had  receivi^ 
ed  in  a  ikirmifh,  and  one  of  the  commiflioners  of 
that  province  was  affaulted  and  flain '  by  Maa 
Guire,  as  he  was  taking  the  air  ne^  Cork.  There* 
fore  Sir  George  Carcw  was  appointed  lord  prefidenc 
pf  Munfter,  and  the  queen  likewiie  fent  over  the 
lord  Montjoy  as  lord  deputy,  who  on  his  arrival 
ilTued  a  proclamation,  tending  to  fatisfy  fuch  per« 
fons  as  had  furniihed  the  army  vfith  money  or  diet 
lince  the  firft  day.  of  Sir  William  Rufiel's  govern* 
nient. 

This  lord  deputy  being  at  Kilkenny  in  the 
month  of  April,  was  invited  by  the  earl  of  Or^ 
mond  to  go  with  him  a  few  miles,  in  order  ta 
parley  with  Owen  Mac  Rory  O'More,  to  which 
he  confented,  and  the  confequence.  was,  that  con« 
trary  to  the  laws  of  honour,  the  Irilh  cliief  made 
Qrxnond  his^  prifoner,  and  the  lord  deputy  and  the 
earl  of  Thomond,  would  doubilefs'  have  fliared 
the  fame  fate,  if  they  had  not  faved  themfelves 
by  flight,  efcaping  merely  by  the  fwifmcfs  of  their, 
horfes,  Thf  catholic  writers  attempt  to  juftify 
this  piece  of  treachery — ^They  fay  that  O'Morc  CeogjieiMii 
happening  to  have  a  certain  Jefuit  in  his  train^ 
jfrith  whom  Ormond  entered  into  a  warm  contro* 
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Tcrfy  about  religious  mattters,  in  which  be  ufcd 
tinbccoming  expreffions,  on  which  the  zeal  of 
0*M ore  for  the  catholic  faith  operated  upon  him  iit 
fuch  a  manner^  that^  burning  with  rage  to  hear  it 
profaned,  in  a  converfation  fo  foreign  from  the 
purpofe,  by  an  heretic^  he  rufhed  upon  him  fud- 
denly,  and,  dragging  him  from  his  horfe,  made 
him  his  prifoner,  whereupon  the  £ngli&  betook 
themfelves  to  their  su-ms,  but  were  inftantly  put  to 
flight,  many  being  wounded  and  flain  in  the  en-» 
counter. — But  let  the  caufe  be  what  it  would^ 
moft  certainly  the  aSHon  was  a  bafe  one,  and  fuch 
cs.deferves  to  be  recorded  with  infamy  to  aU  pc^ 
tcrity. 

The  lord  deputy  having  made  d  fruitlels  at-^ 

tempt   to  mtercept  Tyrone    in  his  return  fronl 

•     Munfter,  now  changed  his  method  of  making  war, 

and,  breaking  up  the  army,  quartered  the  troops  in 

garrifons,  which  might  more  effcdually  fervc  hii 

Eurpofe  againlt  the  Irifh  enemy,  and  from  whence 
e  could  nevcrthelcls  draw  to^tlier  his  forces  at 
pleafure  whenever  he  flood  in  need  of  their  alfif^ 
tance. 

In  May,  the  lord  lieutenant  marching  towards 
and  palling  the  Moyry,  was  informed  that  O^Neal 
had  burned  Ardmagh,  raifed  Blackwater  Fort,  and 
retired  to  the  fortrefs  of  Logh  Luken  \  on  which 
he  drew  towards  Ardmagh,  but  fending  captain 
Blaney  with  five  hundred  foot,  to  conduct  fome 
fuccours  which  were  coming  to  him,  thefe  were 
all  together  brifkly  attached  by  Tyrone,  at  xh6 
pafs  of  the  Ncwry,  but  were  delivered  froih  the 
danger  by  Montjoy*s  fcafonably  arriving  to  theif 
afliftance. 

Skh-mifties  in  different  parts  of  the  provmccs^ 
the  fubmiflion  of  Florence  Mac  Carthy,  ind  i 
defign  of  feizing  od  the  Sugto  earl  of  Defthond, 
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(which  mifcarried)  mark  great  part  of  the  remainder 
of  this  year.  The  fame  Defmond  was  afterwards 
taken,  but  refcued  again  by  the  Irifh,  the  fubjedb 
of  the  Pale  all  this  while  complaining  of  the  taxes 
and  other  oppreflions  which  they  lalK>ured  under  % 
but  not  being  able  to  obtain  an  impartial  hearing 
^t  the  court  of  England. — The  knight  of  the 
GUn*s  caftle  was  taken,— The  revoltcrs  continued 
in  the  field  with  various  fuccefs. — An  intended 
marriage  of  the  Sugan  earl  with  the  fitter  of 
Defmond  chief  of  Mufkery,  was  prevented  by 
that  chief's  being  obliged  to  bind  himfelf  for  his 
lifter's  appearance  when  fent  for,  and  theearl  himfelf 
departing  from  Kerry,  where  he  had  fixed  his 
quarters,  was  attacked  by  the  garrifon  of  Kill- 
mallock  who  defeated  and  difperfed  his  troops,  fo 
that  he  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Tiperary,  as  was 

Peirce  Laccy  into  Ulfter,  for  fafety. James,  fon 

of  Garret  earl  of  Defmond,  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  queen  of  England  was  fent  over  properly 
attended,  in  order  to  try  whether  he  could  not 
f  aife  a  party  againft  the  Sugan  earl,  and  at  firft 
he  was  well  received  by  the  Irifh  j  but  as  fooa 
as  they  faw  him  go  to  a  proteftant  church,  they 
infulted  and  reviled  him,  and  plainly  fhewed  him 
that  he  had  little  fupport  to  expeft  at  their  hands^ 
who  hated  him  on  the  fcore  of  his  religion. 
Dermod  0*Connor,  this  young  earl's  brother-in-law 
was  coming  to  him  in  order  to  ferve  him,  when 
one  Tybot,  who  was  in  the  queen's  pay»  in  con- 
tempt of  a  paiTport  he  had  with  him,  fell  upon 
him,  killed  forty  of  his  followers  'and  taking  him 
prifoner  ftruck  off  his  head,  for  which  offence  the 
queen  took  away  Tybot's  company,  when  in  flri£t 
juftice  file  ought  to  have  taken  away  his  life,  as  a 
punifliment  for  fuch  a  favage  and  perfidious  ac- 
tion. Another  attempt  was  made  to  furprife  the 
Sugan  earl,  who  was  then  in  company  with  Der- 
mod Mac  Gragh  titular  bifhop  of  Cork,  but  the 
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carl  was  too  n'mible  for  thofc  iHrho  were  in  <jucft 
of  htm,  while  the  bifhop,  **  clothing  himfelf  in  the 
habit  of  a  beggar,  imitated  one  fo^cll  (fays  Co<)  that 
he  impofcd  upon  the  Englifli^  who  did  not  think 
.  him  worth  a  hangings  and  fo  let  him  pafi** — a  ludi- 
crous expreffion  in  what  concerns  fcrious  maTters,  and 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  an  hiftorian, 
who  ought  not  to  deal  in  fcurriioua  jokes,  nor  pride 
himfelf  in  quaint  expreflSons. — Florence  Mac  Canhy 
op^ofed  the  (heriff's  power  in  his  territory,  and 
-  coming  before  the  lord  deputy  on  his  paroie^  was 
perfuaded  to  go  over  to  England;  but  when  he 
had  collefted  money  of  the  people  of  Carbry  (as 
authortled  by  the  prefidcnt's  letter)  to  defray  the 
Mpenccs  of  the  voyage,  he  paufcd  upon  it. 
The  mixed  money  was  proclaimed^  and  four  thou- 
land  pardons  were  taken  out  by  the  provmcials 
of  Munfter  for  a  number  of  Irifli  chieftains  and 
their  followers. 
^  j)^  The  lord  deputy  intending  what  was  called  a 
1601/  general  hefting,  fet  forward  from  Dublin  on  the 
22d  of  May,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  came  to  the 
Moyry,  where  he  built  a  fort,  and  afterwards  re- 
oetved  the  fobmilCon  of  two  IriQi  chiefs ;  and  Sir 
Henry  Danvers  was  ordered  to  feize  the  abbey  of 
.Ardmagh,  where  a  garrifon  was  intended  to  be 
planted,  but  he  was  repulfed,  and  failed  entirely 
in  his  attempt ;  whereupon  the  lord  deputy  marched 
with  (he  main  body  of  his  army  towards  Ard-  ' 
magh,  where  he  placed  a  garrifon  without  oppofition^ 
and  ibme  time  after  he  beat  the  Irifh  out  of  their 
trenches,  and  befides  this  there  was  a  fmart  fkirmifh 
between  Sir  Chriftopher  Lawrence's  regiment  that 
was  ftnt  to  Benburb  and  the  Iri(h,  wherein  the 
ktter,  though  they  generally  fought  better  in  a 
wood,  (which  was  now  the  fcene  of  adion^  than 
6n  an  open  plam)  fuftained  the  greateft  lofs,  the 
rcftfon  of  which  my  author  ^ves  with  an  impar* 
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(h%  he  is  unapcuftotmd  to  idopt%  for  he  fajs^ 
k  was  |[>ecwfi?  the;  Englifb  were  much  betcer  naarkf^ 
|pen»  4n4  being  better  furnilhed  with  amtnuni^ 
Uon,  expended  morq  (hoc  thqo  their  enetnies  couU 
fpare  i — He  might  have  added,  ebat-  the  forrotr  had 
another  gre^t  advamage  over  the  latter,  which  vim 
that  of  b^'mg  near  to  their  mak  body,  from  wfaicb> 
as  from  a  nevei:rfai\ing  fouiuairv  tbeys  derived  theie 
fuccours. — But  enough  has  been  faid  of  tlus  ikir^ 
mifli,  and  isdeed  of  many  otheis,  whick.  I  ihall 
P4t  the  detaU  of  (hort  for  the  Cucore,  apd  proceeci 
10  cppre  important  affairs  that  happened  dqriog 
(hi$  interefting  reign. 

.  In.  fuch  fl^irmifhes  indeed  great:  pare  of  this  yeao 
tflfp  was  fpent,  in  one  of  which  Pierce  Lacey  was 
Oain,  but  at, length  the  deputy  returned  to  Dub^ 
lin,  Y^ad  put  the  army  in  garrilbn)  without  having 
brought;  the  enemy   to  a  decifive  battle. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Irifh  of  Connaugbr  rofe,  (Srr 
John  9erkley«  the  prelident  of  which>  province^ 
was  too  weak  to  refift  their  force)  prepared  to 
invade  Munfter  ;  but  to  hinder  them  from  attempt- 
ing, it,  the  prefident  ot  Munfter  fent  him  a  chou^ 
fand  foor,  under  the  command  of  one  Flower,  by 
ipe4ns  of  which  timely  fuccour  the  defign  was  pre- 
Mented,.and  thq  Irifli  being  defeated  ao4  moftly. 
difperfed.  Flower  returned  vi&orious  to  Limeridu 
*-^A,nd  about  tliis  time,  the  preftdenc  came  to  Cork^' 
where  he  ufed  all  the  noetbods  he  could  devtfe.  tcy 
feize  (he  Sugan  earl  of  Defmoad,  whom  at  laft  the: 
^hite  Knight  furprifed,:  and  he  was  arraigned* 
of  various  tre^foifis  and  condemned  in  Ireland,  bur 
was  fent  (together  with  Florence  Mac  Carchy)  into^ 
England,  the  latter  alfo  having  been?  arrefted  afl. 
C^Qrk  by  order  of  ^he   lord  deputy. 

Sc0ibns  of  goal  delivery  being  holden  at  Cork,  ic> 
was  determined  to  feize  on  fufpefted  perfon%  as  thc> 
}(^&,  ii)e|Q8  of  d^t^in^  tl^e  S^^niards  from  ^an  in.^* 
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tended  invaGon,  which  now  b^an  to  beflrongfy 
ramouredy  by  cucdng  oflT  the  hopes  of  fuppore 
and  afiiftance  from  the  Irifh  chiefs,  withoat  which 
ic  was  prefumed  they  would  never  attempt  to 
make  a  defccnt  upoA  the  ifland  % — and,  in  confe^ 
quence  of  this  refolucion,  Dermod  Mac  Owen,  Mac 
l)ermod  Carthy,  brother  to  the  lord  of  Muflcerry, 
and  Moyle  More  O^Maboo  of  Kinal-roeaky,  were 
all  arrefted. 

But  notwithftanding  ihefe  and  other  precautions, 
and  many  fuccefles  of  the  Engliih  in  the  differ* 
ent  provinces,  yet  the  council  fitting  on  the  twenty* 
fecond  day  of  September  at  Kilkenny,  received  news 
the  arrival  of  a  fleet  from  Spain,  which  foon  af« 
ter  difembarkcd  a  body  of  forces  at  Kinfale ;  on 
which  the  lord  deputy,  having  given  proper  or- 
ders to  marfliall  Wingfield  and  other  officers  to 
draw  troops  frotn  the  different  garrifons,  fet  for« 
wards  towards  Cork,  where  they  found  a  larg; 
magazine  of  visuals  ready  provided  to  fubfift  the 
'  foldiery. 

The  Spaniards  in  Kiofale  were  now  attacked  by 
the  £n^(b  i  but  before  the  latter  had  any  likeli^ 
hood  dt  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the  place, 
the  earl  of  Tyrone  and  O'Donnei,  who  had  been 
joined  by  a  frefh  reinforcement  of  two  thoufand 
Spaniards,  came  in  fight,  and  the  confequence  was 
a  great  engagement  between  the  two  armies,  in 
which  Tyrone's  forces,  amounting  in  number  to  about 
feven  thoufand,  were  defeated,  with  the  bis  of 
twelve  hundred  foldiers  (Iain  and  eight  hundred 
wounded.  The  lo(s  of  the  Englifli  is  fitid  to  have 
been  but  trifling ;  and  the  confcquence  was,  that  Don 
John  of'Aguila  furrendered,  and  be  and  his  Spaniards 
were  wafted  on  board  Englifli  veffcis  to  their  own 
country. — ^The  camp  wasdiffolved,  and,  in  effe^l,  the 
rebellion  of  Tyrone  drew  to  its  final  period. — The 
k)rd  deputy  purfiied  hjm  frotp  place  to  phce,  till  he 
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rictireij  CO  an  inacceflible  forcrds,  and  being  returned 
to  Dublin,  fent  him  an  abfoloce  fobmiSion,  though 
»t  the  fame  time  it  is  Otid,  that  he  wrote  to  0*Con« 
nor  Sligo,  increaung  that  he  would  by  no  mcang' 
make  9  feparate  peace. 

Sir  Oliver  Lambert,  in  the  mean  while,  had  driven 
che|Burks  out  of  their  country,  and  comingto  Athloan 
in  December,  O'Connor,  Sligo,  and  Rory  O'Donnel 
fqbmitted ;  and  the  deputy  keeping  his  Cbriftmas 
at  Qalway,  he  received  the  OTlaharty's  and  Mac 
Permods,  O'Connor  Roe,  and  others  iQCO  favour** 
— rBut  O'Rourk,  being  amongft  thofe  who  ftiti^  re- 
mained in  rebellion,  chree  feparate  divifionsof  troopa; 
were  ordered  to  attack  ()im.  > 

The  Ipirit    of  revolt  W4s    now  ^\rno^  cxdn- 

guilhcd  ;  the  infqrgents  were  almoft  every  where 

reduced  to  fuch  want,  as  that  they  died  more  by 

famine  than  by  the  fword,  and  it  is  even  reported 

that  mothers  killed  their  children  in  order  to  feed 

upon  them,  and  that  in  the  province  of  Mun- 

fter   three  children  were  feen  devouring  the  in- 

(rails  of  their  dead  mother. 

'   Though  the  caftles  of  Dunboy^  Caftlehaven,  amT 

Bakirnore  were  agreed  to  have  been  delivered  up 

by   thie  Spaniards  j    yet  the  Irifli  under  O'SuUi- 

van  Bcarre,  had  furpifed  the  former  of  thcfe,  which 

however  the  Englifti  re-took  after  the  moft  obfti- 

nate  refiftance  from  the  garrifon  that  ever  had  been 

known  in  Ireland,   thf  cqmmander,  though  def* 

perately  wounded,  as  foon  as  he  faw  the  Englifh 

entering  the  caftle,  endeavouring  to  blow  up  them 

^nd  himfelf  together^  by  throwing  a  lighted  match 

into  a  l?arrel  of   gunpowder.— —--This  atchieve- 

ment   was  followed  by  ;he  defeat  and  flight  of 

inany  of  the  Irilh^  and  by  the  fubmiffion  of  many 

inore   of  the  lQr4  of  Lixnaw's  whole  force  was 

l^i^ered,  the  province   of  Munfter   reduced  to 
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Abedknce,  and  the  ^hole  ifland  kept  in  aw^  by 
the  viftorious  army  of  the  Englifh. 
•  As  to  the  «rl  of  Tyrone,  after  haying  made  a 
]ftublic  fubtniiTiOiit  he  received  a  pardon  from  queen 
Elizabeth,  which  was  iflued  by  advice  of  her 
council,  ib  much  agaihft  hei*  will,  that  the  grant- 
ing it,  is  iasd  to  have  be^n  one  of  the  cauies  of 
llcr  deaths  though,  in  effeft,  fhe  never  enjoyed  her- 
fclf  after  the  ejceCUtion  of  Effex,  and  after  long 
fiafFering  the  ut«ioft  dc^eftion  of  fpirits,  this  princcS 
expired  cm  the  fwetity-fourth  day  of  March,  in 
.  fhe  year  fixteen  hundred  and  three,  having  ap- 
pointed  James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland  for  her  fuc- 
ceflbr  on  the  throne  of  :  England. 
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